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Department President Mary Spindler’s theme, “Leaving Our Legacy” affords us unique 
opportunities not just to recruit new Auxiliary members, but to interact with our youth as 
well. Please take a moment to look over the program details, and set your goals for the 
year! 
 
Patriotism in the United States of America is an ongoing legacy we as members of the 
VFW Auxiliary strive for. Patriotism generally is defined as the love of and devotion to 
one's country and its ideals. A strong belief in nationalism, which is a devotion to the 
national interests of a country, often is included in the definition of patriotism. Patriotism 
also refers to a sense of unity among a country's inhabitants, particularly the natives of 
the land, and a firm will to be and to remain a sovereign government. Patriots also 
typically view national independence as necessary for the protection of citizens and 
their way of life.  
 
 

Patriotic Instructor 
The duties of the Patriotic Instructor: 

• Shall see that the room is in keeping with the Ritual 

• Shall instruct the members in the proper use of and salute to the Flag 

• Shall maintain a record of all patriotic days and initiate programs for their proper 
observance and perform such other duties as the President may require 

• Teach the traditions of the Auxiliary 
 

Flag Etiquette 
Another iconic symbol of freedom, the American Flag has a long history and the 
members of the VFW organization have spent nearly as long defending and honoring 
our nation’s flag. The VFW and VFW Auxiliary are proud of our Stars and Stripes. 

 



Here are a few points of Etiquette to remember: 
 All persons present in uniform should render the military salute 
 Members of the armed forces and veterans who are present but 

not in uniform may render the military salute 
 All others present should face the flag at attention with their right 

hand over their heart 
 Do not let the flag touch the ground 
 Do not fly flag upside down unless there is an emergency 
 Do not carry the flag flat, or carry things on it 
 Do not use the flag as clothing 
 Do not store the flag where it can get dirty 
 Do not use it as a cover 
 Do not fasten it or tie it back. Always allow it to fall free 
 Do not draw on, or otherwise mark the flag 

 
 
Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher 
Award 
The VFW was founded in 1899 and has supported education in 
America’s youth. The VFW and VFW Auxiliary have developed a 
slate of programs dedicated to assisting America’s educators. The 
Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award is 
one way to stimulate interest in America’s history, traditions, 
Americanism, civic responsibility, flag etiquette and patriotism. 
 
Watch for more details regarding this program and why your Post 
and Auxiliary can work jointly on this program with area educators. 
 

 
Gold Star Mothers 
During the early days of World War I, a Blue Star was 
used to represent each person, man or woman in the 
Military Service of the United States. As the war 
progressed and men were killed in combat, others 
wounded and died of their wounds or disease, there came 
about the accepted usage of the Gold Star. 
 
This Gold Star was substituted and superimposed upon 
the blue Star in such a manner as to entirely cover it. The 
idea of the Gold Star was that the honor and glory 

accorded the person for his supreme sacrifice in offering for his country, the last full 
measure of devotion and pride of the family in this sacrifice, rather than the sense of 
personal loss which would be represented by the mourning symbols. 
 
Gold Star Mothers and Families are those, who in the words of Abraham Lincoln, “have 
laid so costly a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.” 

 

 

 



“Honor the Dead by Helping the Living.” Take advantage of this opportunity to support 
and honor these families. 
 
Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day is recognized on the last Sunday of September, 
this year September 24th. 
 
 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day 2017 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day is celebrated on 
September 15, 2017. In the United States, National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day is observed on the third Friday in September. 
It honors those who were prisoners of war and those who are 
still missing in action. This day was established by an Act of 
Congress, by the passage of Section 1082 of the 1998 
Defense Authorization Act. 
 
It is one of six days that the POW/MIA Flag can be flown. The POW/MIA flag was first 
recognized by Public Law 101-355 in 1990. The POW/MIA flag should fly below, and 
not be larger than the United States flag. It is generally flown immediately below or 
adjacent to the United States flag as second in order of precedence  
 
Another form of remembrance celebrated on this day is the Missing Man Table 
 

Coloring, Poster and Essay Contests 
For the Coloring and Poster Contests, the students name, age, grade, Auxiliary Name, 
Number and District number should be written on the back of the page. 
 
Please make your local and District deadlines early enough to ensure that all District 
Winners are received by the Department Chairman no later than April 15th, 2018. 

 
      Coloring Contest: For children ages 3 – 5 and Kindergarten       
      Student’s. A copy of this year’s color page is included. 

 
Poster Contest: For Students Grade 1-3. The poster should be no 
larger than 14” x 22”, white in color. The poster can be done in 
crayon, coloring pencil, marker or any other coloring agent.  
This year’s theme is “My America in Color”. 
 
Essay Contest: For Students Grade 4, 5 & 6. The essay should be  

                             typed or legibly written in ink. The essay will require a cover sheet  
          listing the student name, school and grade.  
                             This year’s essay theme is “What Makes a Hero”. 

 

 

 



Patriotic Holidays 
As Americans we gather on these days to celebrate our 
heritage. We show patriotism, love of country and family, 
love of our flag and the sense of pride we share in the 
United States of America. For more information about 
patriotic days and ways to celebrate go to: 
http://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-content/uploads/Patriotic-
Holidays.pdf 
 

Flag Day / June 14, 2017: In the United States Flag Day is celebrated on June 14. It 
commemorates the adoption of the flag of the United States, which happened that day 
by resolution of the Second Continental Congress in 1777. The United States Army also 
celebrates the Army Birthday on this date; Congress adopted "the American continental 
army" after reaching a consensus position in the Committee of the Whole on June 14, 
1775.  Many cities and towns across America host parades and celebrations in honor of 
Flag Day. 
 

The Fourth of July / Independence Day / July 4, 2017: On the 4th of July, we honor 
our nation's birthday -- the signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. 
It is a day of picnics and patriotic parades, a night of concerts and fireworks. Patriotism 
in America is alive on this day with the flying of the American flag.   
 

Labor Day / September 4, 2017: On Labor Day, our nation honors our working people 
with parades, large gatherings and a tribute salute to the end of summer and vacation 
season.   
 

Patriot Day / September 11, 2017: By a joint resolution approved December 18, 2001 
(Public Law 107-89), the Congress has designated September 11 of each year as 
"Patriot Day" . . . in honor of those who perished in the terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001. On this day, the President calls upon the Governors of the United States and 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as appropriate officials of all units of 
government, to direct that the flag be flown at half-staff on Patriot Day. In addition, the 
President calls upon all Americans to display the flag at half-staff from their homes on 
that day and to observe a moment of silence beginning at 8:46 a.m. eastern daylight 
time to honor the innocent victims who lost their lives as a result of the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001.   
 

POW/MIA Recognition Day / September 15, 2017: POW/MIA Recognition Day honors 
the commitments and the sacrifices made by our nation’s prisoners of war and those 
who are still missing in action. National POW/MIA Recognition Day, traditionally on the 
third Friday in September, is one of the six days specified by law on which the black 
POW/MIA flag shall be flown over federal facilities and cemeteries, post offices and 
military installations. 
 

Columbus Day / October 9, 2017: Explorer Christopher Columbus landed in the New 
World on October 12, 1492 – this day is a tribute to the discovery of the lands that we 
as Americans call home.   
 

 



Veterans Day / November 11, 2017: Veteran’s Day was originally called Armistice Day 
to pay tribute to Americans who have served in War for the United States of 
America.   This is a day when Veterans' organizations hold parades, and the president 
customarily places a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington National 
Cemetery, across the Potomac River from Washington, D.C. 
 

Thanksgiving Day / November 23, 2017: Thanksgiving Day is a day of feast and to 
give thanks ... not only because so many Americans have found prosperity but also 
because the Pilgrims' sacrifices for their freedom still captivate the imagination. 
 

Pearl Harbor Day / December 7, 2017: This day is in remembrance of the same date 
in 1941 that Japanese bombers staged a surprise attack on U.S. military and naval 
forces in Hawaii. 
 

New Year's Day / January 1, 2018: The celebration of the New Year has become a 
popular celebration of our freedoms and liberties in America.  The festivities of this 
holiday begin the night before New Year’s Day, when Americans gather to wish each 
other a happy and prosperous coming year. 
 

Martin Luther King Day / January 15, 2018: A visionary for the people of America - 
the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., an African-American clergyman, is considered a great 
American because of his tireless efforts to win civil rights for all people through 
nonviolent means. Since his assassination in 1968, memorial services have marked his 
birthday on January 15. In 1986, that day was replaced by the third Monday of January, 
which was declared a national holiday. 
 

Presidents' Day / February 19, 2018: Initially celebrated as the birthday of George 
Washington, hero of the Revolutionary War and first president of the United States, 
President’s Day is a national holiday. In addition, the February 12 birthday of Abraham 
Lincoln, the president during the Civil War, was a holiday in most states. The two days 
have been joined, and the holiday has been expanded to embrace all past presidents.   
 

Loyalty Day / May 1, 2018: On May 1, 1930, 10,000 VFW members staged a rally at 
New York’s Union Square to promote patriotism. Through a resolution adopted in 1949, 
May 1 evolved into Loyalty Day. 
 
 

Memorial Day / May 28, 2018: On Memorial Day – we 
honor those who have lost their lives during wartime. 
Although it originated in the aftermath of the Civil War, it 
has become a day on which the dead of all wars, and the 
dead generally, are remembered in special programs held 
in cemeteries, churches, and other public meeting places  
 

 



Family Freedom Festival 
What a great way to share and show our patriotism with 
your local community by hosting an event on any of our 
Patriotic Holidays or set a special date. Ask your VFW 
Post to participate with the Auxiliary and have a united 
program to show the community what the VFW and VFW 
Auxiliary can offer. 
 

Make it a Family Affair – A Family Freedom 
Festival 

➢ It’ll be family-friendly for all ages  
➢ Show your community what the Post/Auxiliary offers 
➢ How your Post/Auxiliary can be a positive impact in your community.  
➢ Promote patriotism in your community.  
➢ Connect families of veterans and active-duty military with Auxiliaries 
➢ Create awareness of and support for legislative initiatives 
➢ Recruit members for the VFW and Auxiliary 

 
 

                         How to be “REPORTED” in Americanism! 
                              Getting reported in the Americanism Program is easy!  Almost all of us do so    
                               something every day that can be reported. Here are a few suggestions to help 
                              Auxiliaries get credit early in the Auxiliary year by reporting the following: 
  

• Memorial Day and Loyalty Day observances (even if you only attended), and Fourth of July 
activities 

• Reciting the pledge at Auxiliary meetings, and displaying the American and/or POW/MIA flag 

• Having your Patriotic Instructor report on flag etiquette or other Americanism topics 

• Doing floor work in your Auxiliary meetings 

• Delivering Coloring/Poster/Essay materials to schools (can be reported as soon as the project 
is discussed and approved at a meeting – do not need to wait until you receive entries) 

 
 
 
 
DEPARTMENT AWARDS 
 
Student Awards 

1. An Award to the First Place winner of the Coloring Contest in each age group 
and Kindergarten. 
 

2. An Award to the First Place winner of the Poster Contest in each grade. 
 

3. An Award to the First Place winner of the Essay Contest in each grade. 
 

 

 



Auxiliary Awards 
1. An Award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion of the Smart/Maher 

VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award program. 
 

2. An Award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the most innovative patriotic/flag 
education program involving the community’s youth. 
 

3. An Award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the most outstanding POW/MIA 
program. 
 

4. An Award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion and participation in 
their Auxiliary’s “Family Freedom Festival”. 
 

5. An Award for the best promotion of the “Family Freedom Festival”. Report and 
promotional material to be sent to Department Chairman by April 1, 2018. 
 

6. A citation for every Auxiliary that reaches 100% reported in Americanism by 
December 31, 2017. 

 
District Awards 

1. An Award to the District Chairman with the freshest, most inspiring ideas to 
promote all aspects of the Americanism program. The District Chairman should 
send report and promotion material(s) to Department Chairman within 30 days of 
the/any event or after each District meeting. 


