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What is the No. 1 way to connect with the 
community through your program?”

We can connect with so many people in our 
community by inviting families and other organizations 
to our patriotic events. School children and their families, 
scout troops, Family Readiness Groups (FRG), National 
Guard Units and church groups are a good place to 
begin. Consider hosting a Patriotic Family Fun Day. It is a 
great way to bring families and children together to help 
spread patriotism throughout our communities. It is also 
a way to share with others the great work we do in this 
organization on a daily basis. Bringing the community 
together to spread patriotism is what it is all about. We 
can also attract others to join our organization when they 
see firsthand our enthusiasm and commitment to our 
veterans who gave us the freedoms we enjoy every day.

What are you most passionate about this 
program and why?

I am most passionate about keeping patriotism alive 
in the minds and hearts of the American people. I am 
proud to be an American and love this great country. 
My heart swells with pride every time I see Old Glory 
being raised in the sky. I proudly place my hand over my 
heart each time I say the Pledge of Allegiance and sing 
the National Anthem. Patriotism should be an everyday 
event that begins right at home. 

Sadly, in today’s society, the true meaning of 
patriotism has diminished. I march in parades and 
when the flag of our great nation passes by, hats being 
removed and hand salutes are more absent as time goes 
by. I cringe when I turn on the television to sporting 

events and the same thing occurs. It now takes a tragic 
event and or a national holiday to bring patriotism back 
to the forefront of our great nation. If I could make one 
wish come true it would be for every American to keep 
patriotism alive on a daily basis in their homes, hearts 
and in the community.

One group of individuals that I am very passionate 
about is Gold Star Mothers and Families. Their children 
and family members gave the supreme sacrifice when 
they were in war time and lost their lives in the line of 
duty. A blue star was placed in the window when they 
went off to war and a gold star was placed directly over 
the blue star when they were killed. The gold star is a 
symbol of honor and duty rather than being a symbol of 
mourning. I encourage everyone to honor these families 
on Gold Star Mothers & Family’s Day and every day as 
we display patriotism throughout this great nation. 

If you could talk to every Auxiliary member  
at one time, what would you tell them about 
your program?

We need to get back to the basics and spread 
patriotism. Sharing events is easy to do these days with 
social media like Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and 
YouTube. We also need to remember radio, television 
and newspapers to help get the word out. More 
importantly we need to make sure we are professional 
and represent the VFW Auxiliary in a positive light. 

Another important part about being in public is 
dressing in patriotic colors and wearing a big smile. 
Wearing our uniform look fully dressed with our pins 
and brass makes us stand out in the crowd. 

We perform acts of patriotism on a daily basis. We as 
an organization need to share and educate families and 
their children about the true meaning of Americanism 
and patriotism. Inviting friends and families to patriotic 
events that we hold in our communities is the key 
to success. I would love to see everyone incorporate 
a Patriotic Family Fun Day into their programs this 
year. This would be an excellent way to spread the true 
meaning of Americanism and patriotism. Look at how 
many people we could reach. This event can bring 
families closer together and learn the true meaning of 
patriotism.
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Conference Chairmen

Americanism Awards

AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENTS AND DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN:
1. Citation to each Department Chairman for participation in this program.
2. Catch the Dream Gift Certificate to one Department Chairman in each Program Division for the best  

promotion of the Family Freedom Festival.
3. Outstanding Performance Award in each Program Division based on criteria listed on Page 1 and for the 

promotion of the Program Goals on Page 4.

AWARD FOR NATIONAL CHAIRMEN:
Catch the Dream for Our Veterans Keepsake to each National Chairman for participation in  
this program.

What experience do you have in this program?
I was raised in a home filled with patriotism and 

I carried it on in the lives of my four children. My 
children grew up in the VFW and learned the true 
meaning of patriotism on a daily basis. Veterans of 
every war shared with them their love and respect for 
our flag and our great nation. As a family we worked 
right alongside of our veterans even instilling more 
patriotism into our lives. From shipping packages to our 
soldiers overseas to visiting veterans in nursing homes 
and hospitals these experiences kept Americanism alive 
on a daily basis. Not a day goes by that I do not display 
random acts of patriotism. 

What are you most excited about for the  
2017-2018 program year?

I feel the most exciting thing about this year will 
be educating and teaching families and the younger 
generation the true meaning of patriotism. This begins 
with getting the word out by all of our Auxiliary members 
across this great nation. There are hundreds of ways to 
put Americanism back in the forefront of the American 
people starting with families and their children. I am 
so excited to see how many of you will hold a Patriotic 
Family Fun Day this year. This one event could hold the 
key to making this program a huge success this year and 
in years to follow. What a better way to bring families 
and children together with helping them spread patriotism 
back into the hearts and minds of the American people.


