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Spread the Word about
National Veterans Service
 The VFW’s National Veterans Service (NVS) helps 
veterans, service members and their families obtain the 
benefits they deserve – at no cost.
 NVS provides a nationwide network of nearly 300 
VFW Service Officers who help veterans navigate the 
Veterans Affairs system. Those VFW Service Officers 
recover more than $1 billion annually in VA benefits for 
veterans and their dependents.
 These highly skilled professionals assist all veterans, 
whether they are VFW members or not, in filing claims for:
 • Disability compensation
 • Rehabilitation and education 

programs
 • Pension and death benefits
 • Employment and training 

programs

 NVS also works to ensure veterans 
receive quality, timely and accessible 
VA health care, including:

 • Hospital care
 • Outpatient care
 • Specialized health care for 

female veterans
 • Alcohol and drug dependency 

treatment
 • Medical evaluation for disorders 

associated with military service, exposure to Agent 
Orange, radiation or other environmental hazards

 Donate to NVS by sending funds to the VFW 
earmarked for NVS. Mail check to:

 VFW National Headquarters
 Attn: NVS
 406 W. 34th Street, 11th Floor
 Kansas City, MO 64111

VFW Veterans and Military Support Programs
(Previously known as VFW National Military Services)
 Veterans and Military Support contains four 
programs initiated by the VFW: Sport Clips Help a Hero 
Scholarship, Unmet Needs, Operation UplinkTM and the 
Military Assistance Program (MAP). These programs serve 
active-duty and recently discharged military.

VFW Sport Clips Help A Hero 
Scholarship Program
 The VFW and Sport Clips are giving the gift of 
scholarships to our nation’s heroes as a way of thanking 

them for their dedicated service to 
our nation. The VFW Sport Clips 
Help A Hero Scholarship awards 
scholarships of up to $5,000 to 
qualifying veterans and service 
members to help them complete 
their educational goals without 
incurring excessive student loan 
debt. To learn more, visit www.vfw.
org/student-veterans-support.

Unmet Needs Can Help 
in a Crisis 
     A soldier is serving on foreign 
soil, but the rent is due back home. A 
soldier is driving a tank on alert for 
IEDs, and the family car needs a new 
radiator at a cost the family cannot 
afford. These are the situations 

Unmet Needs can address.
     Grants of up to $5,000 payable to a creditor can 
bridge the gap to make a mortgage or rent payment or 
to fund home and auto repairs, insurance, utility costs, 
food and clothing.   

Operation UplinkTM

     Operation UplinkTM is much appreciated by active-
duty military and their spouses and children – a 

“Be the change that you  
wish to see in the world,”  
Mahatma Ghandi said.  

We can do that.  
We can bridge the gap  

between our knowledge of  
resources and the needs  
of veterans if we make 

ourselves aware of what 
the VFW and Auxiliary 

can offer to people we might 
know who desperately 
need that assistance.

Veterans & Family Support
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VFW National Veterans Service
VFW Veterans and Military 

Support Programs
“Buddy”® Poppy 

VFW National Home for Children

welcome way to stay connected. Free Call Days are 
scheduled for troops stationed overseas. Unlimited calls 
home three days each month are provided via more than 
450 Internet cafes. 
 Plenty of virtual PINs for free call time are also still 
available for distribution from the VFW. Request them 
for hospitalized veterans.

Military Assistance Program (MAP)
Funds Ways to Connect with Troops
 MAP helps VFW and Auxiliary members give more 
to their local military units. It helps forge and nurture 
bonds with those units by providing financial assistance 
for Posts, Districts and Departments to sponsor morale-
boosting send-offs, homecomings and casual get-togethers. 
 Post and Auxiliaries participating in Adopt-a-Unit 
and Family Readiness Group events can also receive 
assistance. MAP keeps care packages circulating by 
covering postage costs.
 For guidelines to apply for MAP funds, contact the 
VFW NMS office at 816-756-3390.
 Donations to support these National Military 
Services programs should be addressed to VFW 
National Headquarters, with checks made payable to 
National Military Services.

Any Day Can Be a “Buddy”® Poppy Day
 “Buddy”® Poppy distribution has remained strong in 
the 90 years since its inception. The memorial flowers 
have raised millions for the welfare of veterans and their 
dependents.
 Pamphlets and “Buddy”® Poppy distribution  
supplies can be purchased from the VFW Store at  

www.vfwstore.org or by calling 1-800-821-2606. See the 
VFW’s “Buddy”® Poppy Chairman’s Guide for further 
assistance in setting up a “Buddy”® Poppy Drive, as well 
as other helpful resources. The guide can be found at 
www.vfwauxiliary.org. 

Maintaining National Home Commitment
 For more than 90 years, the VFW National Home for 
Children in Eaton Rapids, Michigan, has been there for 
military families and children. One way the Auxiliary 
supports the National Home is through gifts of 10 cents 
per member to the Health & Happiness Fund. Send  
H & H donations earmarked to:
 VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters
 Attn: H & H Donations
 406 W. 34th Street, 10th Floor
 Kansas City, MO 64111
 Contributions are critical since the campus and its 
programs receive no government funding. For more 
information visit the National Home’s website at  
www.vfwnationalhome.org.
 Even military families not living on campus can 
receive invaluable assistance through the Military and 
Veteran Family Helpline, which is staffed by caring 
professionals who help callers with pressing needs seek 
solutions in their own communities.

Military & Veteran Family Helpline
1-800-313-4200 

help@vfwnationalhome.org

To meet the Veterans & Family Support Ambassador and 
National Conference Chairmen, and to see the awards, go to Page 37.

Even just one can make a difference!
Q: Does my Auxiliary have to participate 
in everything in this program?
A: No. If your Auxiliary serves veterans 
and their families, then your Auxiliary 
has participated in this program. These 
are ideas and ways to serve veterans in 
your community. Try just picking one.


