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If there is one thing to be said for driving up and down the interstate by yourself for 

hours on end, it’s that it does cause a person to think.  A Department President has 

many things to consider, and choosing a theme is one of them.  I found myself 

pondering the question, “What is the most important thing we can accomplish, as 

members of the VFW Auxiliary, to make an enduring positive impact?  Of course, many 

ideas came to mind; but in the end, one thought seemed more important than all the 

others—and that was to work to ensure a strong future for the organization.  To make 

that happen, we need to do a better job of sharing knowledge, information, and Auxiliary 

traditions with those who follow in our footsteps.   If we fail in this area—if our 

understanding and abilities die with us—then all that we have accomplished over the 

years will have had no purpose.  Just as a family passes down their legacy of skills, 

knowledge, and ideals to their children, we need to do the same for those who will 

eventually lead this organization.   And that, in a nutshell, is the idea behind the theme, 

“Leaving Our Legacy.”   

However, please don’t interpret this idea to mean that we must always continue to do 

things the same way!  Last year, many new Auxiliaries were formed, and for the first 

time in years, our Department achieved 100% in membership.  That is wonderful, but 

now our job is to keep them as members, and to continue working to grow our numbers.  

It is everyone’s responsibility to help them learn, succeed, keep them actively involved, 

and make them feel appreciated for all they are doing. In other words, we need to 

mentor them. And, above all, do so “gently,” as our National President, Dee Guillory, 

has stressed so strongly this year.  The younger generation is smart, competent, and 

technology oriented and can (and will) make a positive impact.  Give them a chance, 

and we will most likely see our VFW Auxiliary grow by leaps and bounds. 

Now, back to that 100% plus in membership.  We experienced a huge success last 

year; and together, as the Department of Illinois VFW Auxiliary, we joined at convention 

in an amazing celebration of this accomplishment.  Now we all know how it feels to be a 

winning team; and if we work together, we can repeat it.  That is our end goal for this 

coming year—and it is the whole big picture that we must create to achieve success for 

this organization over the long term.  Keep in mind that membership is only part of the 

criteria required to be named to the “Circle of Excellence,” which is outlined in this 

communication.  Please take some time to review these goals, and work as a team to 

see that every one of them has been fulfilled. We are depending on you, and we will 

remind you that the real winners will be our veterans that we serve.  Increasing our 

 



numbers will allow us to do even more than we already do to assist them, and that is 

why the VFW Auxiliary exists. 

As we transition to the new Membership Auxiliary Leadership Training Access (MALTA) 

being put into place by National, please be aware that paid dues can still be transmitted 

to our new Department Treasurer, Linda Lorenz, as has been done in the past. Linda 

will input dues for Auxiliaries that need assistance. She is also willing to travel to 

Districts to help our Treasurers understand and utilize the system.  Please contact her if 

you need some help.  Members will be able to access the system after the National 

Convention. 

Instead of having another raffle as a Department fundraiser this year, we have chosen 

to assemble our members’ favorite recipes into a cookbook, and are selling them for 

$10 each.  This is something new, and we are hoping that our VFW Auxiliaries and 

Districts will support this effort.  The cookbooks make great, inexpensive gifts, and 

serve as a memory for the “Leaving Our Legacy” year.  Every District President will 

have some of these cookbooks on hand.   

I am humbled to have been given the privilege of serving as your Department President 

for the upcoming year, and grateful to all of you for what you do for America’s veterans.  

Thank you for being a part of this wonderful organization!   


