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While presenting our Americanism Programs throughout the schools, let’s not 
forget to include the educators. Valuable, detailed information regarding the 
Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award can be 
found on the National Auxiliary Website. 
 
September brings with it some very important Patriotic Holidays: 
 
Labor Day – September 4th is the United States is a public holiday celebrated 
on the first Monday in September. It honors the American labor movement and 
the contributions that workers have made to the strength, prosperity, laws and 
well-being of the country  

 
 
Patriot Day – September 11th is to perpetuate the memory of those who 
perished in the attack on America that occurred on this date in 2001. 
 

 
 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day is celebrated on September 15, 2017. In 
the United States, National POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed on the third 
Friday in September. It honors those who were prisoners of war and those who 
are still missing in action. This day was established by an Act of Congress, by the 



passage of Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense Authorization Act. 
 
It is one of six days that the POW/MIA Flag can be flown. 
The POW/MIA flag was first recognized by Public Law 
101-355 in 1990. The POW/MIA flag should fly below, and 
not be larger than the United States flag. It is generally 
flown immediately below or adjacent to the United States 
flag as second in order of precedence  

 Other forms of remembrance celebrated on this 
day is the Missing Man Table 

 
Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day – September 24th  
 
Gold Star Mothers and Families are those, who 
in the words of Abraham Lincoln, “have laid so 
costly a sacrifice upon the altar of freedom.”  
Blue stars are placed in the window when family 
members go to war, with a gold star placed 
directly above it should the family member be 
killed. These gold stars symbolize the service 
member’s honorable service to duty. “Honor the 
dead by helping the living.” Take advantage of 
this opportunity to support and honor these 
families. 
 
Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day is recognized on the last Sunday of 
September, this year September 24th. 
 

American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. (AGSM), is a private nonprofit organization of American mothers who lost 
sons or daughters in service of the United States Armed Forces. It was originally formed in 1928 for mothers of 
those lost in World War I, and it holds a congressional charter. Its name came from the custom of families of 
servicemen hanging a banner called a Service Flag in the windows of their homes. The Service Flag had a star 
for each family member in the Armed Forces. Living servicemen were represented by a blue star, and those 
who had lost their lives in combat were represented by a gold star. 
 
Membership in the organization is open to any woman who is a U.S. citizen or legal resident that has lost a son 
or daughter in active service in the U.S. military (regardless of the place or time of the military service, 
regardless of whether the circumstances of death involved hostile conflict or not, and including mothers of 
those missing in action). 

 
 
Don’t miss out on the opportunity these holidays afford us to share 
our patriotic pride throughout our communities. 
 
 
 
 
 



This year we are putting a special emphasis on the 
Family Freedom Festival. These festivals will unite all 
of our programs to show our communities what the 
VFW and VFW Auxiliary have to offer. Specific 
guidelines for the hosting of such an event are 
available on the National Auxiliary website. District 
wide Family Freedom Festivals are highly encouraged 
to enable maximum participation. (More details included 
in this newsletter) 
 
 
 
 
Sixth grade students were inadvertently included in this year’s Essay Contest. As 
they are eligible to participate in the Patriots Pen competition, it is no longer 
necessary for them to be included in the Essay group. If you have already 
presented the program in your area, fear not, any entries will be judged 
accordingly. If you have not presented your program, please omit the 6th grade 
students from the Essay Contest. The word count for this contest is 200 words.  
I apologize for these errors in the Program Book. 
 


