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Here we are at the beginning of a new Fiscal Year in Legislation.  I’m 
so excited for the work you will be sharing with me so that I may 
share your time and efforts with my new National Legislation 
Chairman/Legislative Ambassador.  Our new President for 

Department is Mary Spindler who is VERY well-versed in Legislation and in all she 
does.  We will be working towards her theme this year:  “Leaving Our Legacy”, along 
with our new VFW Auxiliary National President: Dee Guillory whose theme is: “Catch 
the Dream”. Sounds like a very exciting year for us all! 
    
1 Reminder:  Please everyone, I really want to know what you are doing for our 
veterans. From time to time, I will remind you of our Priority Goals for our VFW, National 
President’s Goals, her/our Legislative Ambassador’s Goals, Departments Goals and our 
Department Legislative Goals.  Sounds like a lot, and it’s so easy.  If I could just ask you 
to keep in mind:  Ceil just wants to know:  What would you like to do this 
year to help our veterans in any way?  Please be sure to let me know by 
online reporting for Legislations on our VFW Auxiliary website (email or call me if you 
can’t locate us),  by MAILING me your exciting ideas, or when you see me at some of 
the VFW Auxiliary functions, just come up to me and share your ideas. Remember, our 
work is all for our veterans! 
          
We have a new VFW Commander-in-Chief who was just elected at the National 
Convention this past August in New Orleans.  We are proud to be working with our 
VFW National Commander-in-Chief who is a Vietnam Veteran. He is Mr. Keith 
Harman of Delphos, Ohio. We look forward to another exciting year! 
                       
New LEGISLATION information that I recently received is as follows:   
With continued reference to the Whistleblowers Bill which I sent you, in an e-blast, a 
couple of weeks ago, well, I just received new information, recently. Our new VA 
Secretary/Director Dr. Shulkin has FIRED over 500 employees in his department. 
We are noticing BIG changes in our CARE of our veterans.  President Trump has made 
a promise that our veterans come first!  I have other exciting news…please read on. 
BRANDON COLEMAN has a new job, but let me refresh your memories, please.   Mr. 
Coleman is the Whistleblower from Arizona who revealed and EXPOSED the Scandal 
of the Arizona VA in 2015.  He was harassed by his VA employer in 2015 who tried to 
destroy his Career. He testified before Congress about ill-treatment of our Veterans in 
the Arizona VA Hospitals.  Mr. BRANDON COLEMAN now has a new job at the new 
Office of Accountability & Whistleblower Protection Office.  Brandon Coleman will 



now be FIXING the VA from the inside.  Mr. Coleman’s concern was that suicidal 
veterans were not being watched at the Phoenix VA.  His new position will begin 
after Labor Day.  We are most excited for these positive changes. 
      
As some of you may know, our Past National VFW Commander-in-Chief was Brian 
Duffy.  I am so very excited to learn that Brian Duffy will still be working, harder than 
ever, for our veterans in his new position as the VFW Appointed their NEW National 
ADJUTANT GENERAL for the VFW. Brian Duffy becomes first Desert Storm Veteran to 
hold this CEO Position.  I’ve already been in contact with Mr. Duffy to congratulate him 
and to tell him how excited I am to be continuing our work for our veterans in many 
different capacities!!!!!! 
 
He promises to be a major component as we all continue to forge ahead in making sure 
that all veterans are cared for, because all veterans matter!!!!!! 
      
I have so much Legislative news to share with you, but they keep reminding me to keep 
it short. So, I will just give you the titles of the information that I will be sharing with you 
in the coming weeks in my Legislative Update Reports and E-Blasts.   
 
Some of the Legislative information are as follows  
 Medal of Honor Recipient Highly Recommends’ VFW VIETNAM BOOK. 
 VFW Lauds Unanimous House Passage of Forever GI Bill:  H.R. 3218. 
 Dr. Shulkin (Secretary of VA) to VFW:  Right Care at the Right Place. 
 Updates of other important Veterans’ Bills including our continued work for our  

Blue Water Navy Bill: Effects of Agent Orange to our Vietnam and 
Korean Veterans during the Vietnam and Korean Wars. 

 VFW Priority Goals. 
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