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�   Traveling around to the various Districts, I have felt the positive energy that is in 
the air due to the VFW Auxiliary achieving over 100% in membership last year.  That is 
an amazing accomplishment, and I am so proud of all of you for your hard work.  Let’s 
keep the momentum going!  We all know it’s going to take some effort, but we can do it 
again this year if we work as a team.   As Babe Ruth once said, “Yesterday’s runs don’t 
win today’s games.”  So, we ask all of you, please…just keep on recruiting and working 
as a team, and Illinois will hit the ball right out of the park again this year! 
 

By now, I hope that every Auxiliary has sent out dues notices, and has found at 
least one person that can utilize the link that was provided to our members to activate 
their MALTA account.  Treasurers, if you don’t feel comfortable inputting dues into the 
system yourself, please just keep sending them to our Department Treasurer, as you 
have done in the past.  I also want to remind Auxiliaries that the dues of the President, 
Secretary and Treasurer must be paid by December 31st to meet the requirements for 
the Circle of Excellence.  There is much more information on these topics in this 
newsletter, so please keep reading! 
       

Thank you to all who have made donations or are planning a fundraiser for 
ChildServ, which is my special project for this year.  By supporting their program, which 
provides treatment and counseling for both veterans and their families, we can help 
expand the program to reach those in need of their services.  I do want to assure all that 
ChildServ, although located in northern Illinois, will turn no family away.  There is a 
referral system in place for southern Illinois, and they partner with Illinois Joining Forces 
and Children’s Home and Aid to see that all who need this type of help are covered.   As 
members of the VFW Auxiliary, we can touch and save lives by supporting this amazing 
program.  That is our mission – to make a better way of life for our veterans and their 
families - so please keep that in mind as you make your donations. 
   

 Thanks to all who are purchasing the cookbooks, which is our Department 
fundraiser.  We have heard only positive comments about them, and they are selling 
well.  In some Districts, there have not been enough to go around; so, if you did not get 
one, you can ask your District President to pick one up for you at the Council meetings.  
We expect that all 900 of them will be gone before the end of the year.  The President’s 
shirts will also be available. 
      

All Auxiliary Presidents should have received their Program Book, and I ask you 
to share the information that is in it with your respective program chairpersons.  It is 
hard to promote the program if they do not have access to the materials included in it.  
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You can also direct them to the Department website, which has all the pertinent 
information available.  Remember to get your reports and donations in early, as our goal 
is to be 100% reported by December 31st. 
     

District Presidents:  I have attended five District meetings to date, and you are 
all doing an amazing job with your Schools of Instruction and having your Chairmen 
report on the programs.  This gives Auxiliary Presidents valuable information to take 
back to their members.  Be sure to have your Chairmen send a copy of their reports to 
the respective Department Program Chairmen, so they can be considered for awards at 
the end of the year.  As always, we depend on our District Presidents to also monitor 
the progress of their Auxiliaries as to membership, Department deadlines, and 
reporting.  Thank you for all you do, and for being a member of the team! 
    

 And finally, one last thought:  Nobody is ever too important to be kind.  Treat 
others fairly and respectfully, whether in a meeting or any other place. Remember why 
you joined, and the reason we exist. 
 

�����

�������

�����

������

�

�����

��
�


