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Are you the leader of a Scout troop, a teacher, or an assistant at any youth activity 
program?  Use this opportunity to plant the seeds of patriotism.  Are there children in 
your neighborhood that you talk to, or do you plan to take your grandchildren to the mall 
for shopping this Fall?  Take a few minutes to talk about our flag or why we sing the 
National Anthem before a sporting event.  This time of year gives us many opportunities 
to interact with our young citizens at parades, local festivals, and sporting events. Here 
are some other ideas you can use to help youth learn about patriotism. 
 

 Everyone likes to be a winner.  Set up a small booth or table at an event were 
children and tweens will attend. Hold a flag education trivia contest by allowing 
students to answer a few simple questions on a sheet of paper. Give out  
inexpensive patriotic prizes for correctly answering questions about the flag. 
(example, patriotic bracelets, flag pins, bookmarks or R.A.P coins and cards.) Do 
what your Auxiliary can afford.  Some questions you may want to include could be 
“How many stars are on the American Flag?”, “Is it okay to use your flag as a 
decoration like a tablecloth, costume, or across your car hood in a parade?” (No), 
“What does it mean to display your flag at half staff?” Keep the questions relevant 
and simple enough that most students can give the correct answers.   

 Give out patriotic pictures to children to color; or let them sit at a table and provide 
crayons and markers to finish their pictures at the event. They could be displayed 
or taken home. Let them decide. 

 Give a R.A.P. coin to any student who can recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 



 Take time to introduce a student to a special veteran. This could lead to an interest 
in doing an interview for the Veteran’s History Project.  It is so important to record 
the unique stories of these individuals.  This is a way to preserve history, and 
there is no better way to do this than to encourage a young man or woman to be 
the honored interviewer. 

 Take 3 or 4 Auxiliary members to a classroom or school assembly and perform a 
flag folding ceremony.  Junior high students are the perfect age to learn from this 
experience.  

 Remember- flag education, patriotism and respect must be taught, but our youth 
want to know about these things and they are quick learners. There is no 
circumstance that can’t be used to teach respect for American traditions and 
loyalty to our country. 

 
Don’t forget to check out the National and Illinois’ websites.  You will find a wealth of 
educational information, from Flag Etiquette to a place to print patriotic bookmarks, R.A.P 
cards and National Citations. Use your free resources to help make it a successful 
reporting year for your Auxiliary.  Remember to report your projects and donations when 
they are completed.  It just takes a few minutes and each additional project can be 
reported as it is finished.  


