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In November 1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first 
commemoration of Armistice Day with the following words: "To us in America, the 
reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the heroism of those who 
died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both because of the thing 
from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given America to show 
her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations”. 
 
An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of 
November in each year a legal holiday—a day to be dedicated to the cause of world 
peace and to be thereafter celebrated and known as "Armistice Day." Armistice Day 
was primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World 
War II had required the greatest mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen in 
the Nation’s history; after American forces had fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd 
Congress, at the urging of the veterans service organizations, amended the Act of 1938 
by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting in its place the word "Veterans." With 
the approval of this legislation (Public Law 380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th 
became a day to honor American veterans of all wars. 
 
Ceremonies will be held across our great state honoring veterans. This is an amazing 
opportunity to educate our communities on the meaning of Veterans Day and it’s 
importance.  
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Along with Veterans Day, November brings Thanksgiving. A time for us to gather with 
our families and friends and give thanks for those who came before us, paving our way 
to freedom. 
 

December 7th, Pearl Harbor Day, commemorates Japans 
surprise attack on our military and naval forces in Hawaii 76 
years ago.  
 
 

 
As your Auxiliary sponsors, or participates with your Post commemorating these 
holidays, let’s not forget to report. We are currently 31% reported in Americanism as a 
Department. It is my sincerest hope that we can reach 100% by December 31st, 2017. 
 
Several Family Freedom Festivals have been held, and several 
are in the planning stages. These multi program events, geared 
primarily towards family participation, can be held jointly with your 
Post, your District, or neighboring Auxiliaries. For reporting 
purposes, simply opening the discussion at your meeting warrants 
a report. We are currently only 4% reported on our latest x-sheet, 
so drop me a note, or mention it on the Americanism report form 
and you will receive credit. 
 

 
 

With the holidays upon us, I’d like to wish everyone a 
safe and happy 
Holiday Season!! 

 
 


