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Mary’s Message … 
 

As I write this, I’m looking 
out my window into the 
woods behind my house, 

and I marvel at the beauty of fall.  The leaves 
are turning vibrant colors of red, brown, 
golden yellow, and orange—making it the 
most scenic of all the seasons.  It won’t be 
long now until the leaves begin to fall, and we 
start thinking about carving the turkey and 
trimming the tree.  This is also the time of 
year that we give thanks, and enjoy being 
surrounded by the people we love. Of course, 
family is always at the top of the list when we 
count our blessings, but the members of our 
VFW Auxiliary are like a second family to me.  
You all do so much to help others, especially 
our veterans, working to make their world a 
better place in which to live--not only during 
the holidays--but all year long.  Since this will 
be our last Dog Tag before the new year 
begins, I want to take this time to thank you 
for what you do, and to wish all of you a 
wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas.  You 
are all very special to me. 
 
If I told you what I want for Christmas, 
would help me get it?  Don’t worry, I still 
have my two front teeth, so that’s not it. And it 
is not a material gift (I’m not into that) and it’s 
not for me alone; it is for our Department. 
What I want more than anything is for Illinois 

to reach its membership goals.  You can all 
help by making sure you send dues notices, 
even if you must do it more than once, and 
actively work to contact unpaid members.  If 
you need help, our wonderful membership 
Co-Chairmen, Jo Lynn Altvatter and Lynn 
Smith, will assist you in sending out dues 
notices.  All you have to do is let them know 
you need the help.  And if you have members 
who are in nursing homes, or cannot afford 
their dues, please give them this gift.  Another 
way to help is simply to recruit one or more 
new members—and if you recruit five, you 
can apply for the National “Catch Five” award.  
If we all do our part, we will succeed! The first 
goal set by National for our Department was 
to recruit 360 members into our organization 
by October 31st.  Sadly, we did not make that 
goal, so we must double down to meet the 
next quarterly goal. We desperately need 
your help, and ask for your assistance. 
Please help us recruit new members.  And 
speaking of recruiting, have you asked our 
amazing National Recruiter, Marvie 
Wisniewski, to help?  She is wonderful at 
what she does, knows how to motivate and 
inspire, and is willing to attend functions to 
help you recruit.  Her contact information is in 
the roster She is wonderful at what she does, 
knows how to motivate and inspire, and is 
willing to attend functions to help you recruit.  
Her contact information is in the roster. 
 
Meeting our year-end reporting goals is 
another priority.  One of them is to have every 
Auxiliary reported in the programs by 
December 31st, if possible.  Why is this 
important?  The reason we report is because 

 



 

 

the VFW and its Auxiliary are charitable 
organizations.  Twice each year, the number 
of hours, dollars, and miles donated need to 
be reported to the IRS by the VFW to 
maintain its charitable status. At a recent 
event, I heard someone say that once an 
Auxiliary has reported and received their “x” 
on the x-sheet, that they are done for the 
year.  This is not the case, and although it is 
important to get that “x”, it doesn’t stop there; 
we need to continue reporting our projects all 
through the year. If we fail to do this, all our 
great work goes uncounted as far as the IRS 
is concerned. 
 
All Presidents, Secretaries, and Treasurers 
must have their dues paid by December 31st.  
Please do this, as it is not only a requirement 
for the Circle of Excellence, but all those who 
have not paid their dues by that date will lose 
their right to attend meetings. They will no 
longer be considered as a member in good 
standing, and lose their privilege of being 
eligible for a cancer grant until the dues are 
paid. We don’t want this to happen to any of 
our members, so please make sure the 
Officers’ dues are paid in every Auxiliary. 
I am looking forward to seeing all of you at 
upcoming events, and as I make my visits to 
each District throughout the year. 
 

May you have a blessed holiday season, 

and a happy, healthy  

and productive year! 
  

 

Mary 
 

Secretary’s 
 Bullet Points 
Terry Ann Calabrese   

 

Circle of Excellence 
UPDATE: This program’s 
criteria is for each 
Department to comply with 

Bylaws/Administrative 
Follow through 
requirements. Illinois has 
hit three of the four bylaw 
marks to date. We are 
working on the forth mark which is ALL 
Auxiliary President, Secretary and Treasurer 
dues to be paid prior to December 31st, 2017.  

 Installation Report 
 Bonds 
 Approved Department Budget 
 Officers Not in Good Standing 

 

Auxiliary/District Officers, (President, 
Secretary and Treasurer) if you are an 
ANNUAL member, please pay your 2018 
dues today or purchase a life membership 
before December 31st, 2017. 

 
990N Form – IRS Form for Charities and 
Nonprofits must be filed yearly, deadline is 
November 15th, 2017 for the July 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2017 term. If you 
experience problems with filing, please 
contact Linda Lorenz Department Treasurer 
for assistance at vfwauxiltreas@gmail.com or 
708-235-1090. 
 
Department President’s Special Project:   

ChildServ – When President Mary 

chose her Special 
Project, her goal was 
to assist a nonprofit 
organization that 
treated not only the 

mental health of veterans, but also their 
families, who are hurting along with them.   
Veterans who have been deployed in any war 
are likely to be affected by anxiety, grief, 
PTSD, or sustained injury; and as we all 
know, are at extremely high risk for suicide.  It 
is difficult for family members to understand 
these illnesses, or know how to cope with 
them.   ChildServ, has a wonderful and 
successful treatment program in place in 
Illinois.  The services that ChildServ provides 
are the perfect fit for the Department 
President’s Special Project, it not only aids 
veterans, but also the whole military family.  

 

mailto:vfwauxiltreas@gmail.com
http://www.childserv.org/


 

 

ChildServ even offers family counseling prior 
to a deployment to help prepare the family, 
for what the veteran is about to experience, 
as well as helping them transition back into 
civilian life on their return.   
 
To donate and receive credit for your 
donation, please make check payable to 
“Department of Illinois VFW Auxiliary” and 
earmark “ChildServ” and send to 
Department Treasurer Linda Lorenz, 140 W. 
Ann Street, Somonauk, IL  60552. 
 

The Illinois VFW Auxiliary will be Instituting 
and Installing a NEW AUXILIARY on 
November 11th, 2017. Jerry Celletti VFW 
Auxiliary #5418 in Rock Falls, Illinois, 
District 6. Congratulations and thank you to 
Organizer Diana Rudeen who has worked 
with the VFW Post Officers in this endeavor. 
The Institution will be at 7:00 p.m. and the 
Installation of Officers at 7:30 p.m. The VFW 
#5418 is having a social hour from 6:00 – 
7:00 p.m. to welcome their new Auxiliary 
members and guests. The Jerry Celletti VFW 
#5418 post hall is located at 217 1st Avenue, 
Rock Falls, Illinois. 
 

Have you checked out the 
“Idea Box” with each 
program in the 2017-2018 
“Leaving Our Legacy” 
Department Program Book? 
These are helpful tips on 
how and/or what to report 

on. Online Reporting at 
www.vfwauxiliaryil.org is quick and easy!  
 

Americanism  

• Recite the pledge at Auxiliary meetings? Report it! 

• Display the American and/or POW/MIA flag at 
meetings? Report it! 

• Did your Patriotic Instructor report on flag 
etiquette or other Americanism topics? If yes, 
Report it! 

Extension 

• Did you take the Healthy Auxiliary Check Up? 
Report it! 

• Did you publicize and Auxiliary event to help 
revitalize your Auxiliary? Report it! 

• Has your Auxiliary used the Mentoring Resources 
to assist your Auxiliary? Report it! 

Hospital 

• Did your Auxiliary make your yearly Hospital 
Pledge? 

• Did your Auxiliary send in a donation to the VA 
facility your Auxiliary is assigned to? 

Legislative 

• Did you (an Auxiliary member) write, call, email 
your legislator regarding veterans’ issues? If yes, 
report it! 

• Did you attend some Legislator’s functions? If yes, 
Report it! 

Membership 

• Did you hold a recruiting event? Report it! 

• Did you utilize the National Certified Recruiter? 

• Did your Auxiliary send out or asked Department 
to send dues reminders? 

Scholarship  

• Has the Scholarship program been discussed at 
your meeting? 

• Has your Auxiliary delivered material to the 
school? 

• Did you Auxiliary distribute information on the 
Continuing Education Scholarship or discuss this 
at your meeting? 

Veterans and Family Support:  
• National Veterans Service – If you cannot afford to 

send in a donation, did you at least read about the 
program and know what this program does – if so, 
please report.  

• Veterans and Military Support Program – anything  
done or donated toward Unmet Needs, Operation 
Uplink, Sports Clip Help a Hero, MAP, Adopt a Unit, 
donate to VMS (send check to National VFW), Smiles 
for Veterans and President Mary’s Special project, 
Buddy Poppy – anything you do with Buddy Poppies • 
National Home – any donation to the home or your 
Health and Happiness donation  

• Other – any cards sent, any help to the homeless, 
Stand Downs, clothing drives, etc. 

 
Youth Activities:  

• Did your Auxiliary ask a student to sing the National 
Anthem?  

• at a VFW/Auxiliary sponsored function? If yes, Report 
it! 

• Invite youth to help serve a VFW Holiday Dinner or 
assist at functions! 

• Donate to a local youth group. 
 

http://www.vfwauxiliaryil.org/


 

 

Your Auxiliary can be 100% reported 
within minutes! 

Let’s rock this reporting thing and be 
reported before December 31st! 

 

May peace be your gift at Christmas 
And your blessing all year through! 

Happy Holidays … 
 
    
 
 
 
 

 

Veterans Day is an official United States public holiday, 

observed annually on November 11, that honors military 

veterans; that is, persons who served in the United States 

Armed Forces. It coincides with other holidays, including 

Armistice Day and Remembrance Day, celebrated in other 

countries that mark the anniversary of the end of World War I; 

major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 

11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, when 

the Armistice with Germany went into effect. The United 

States previously observed Armistice Day. The U.S. holiday 

was renamed Veterans Day in 1954. 
 

Treasurer’s  
Decimal Points 
Linda Lorenz 
 
National VFW Auxiliary has 
advised us that the first 
group of annual dues cards 
as well as the new Life 
Members cards were 
mailed on Friday, October 13, 2017.  
 
The first Membership Awards for 100% PLUS 
have been deposited to the Checking 
Account on file for those Auxiliaries that 
qualified. If you review “View Deposits by 

National” on MALTA, you will be able to see 
the amount deposited to your account if you 
qualified for this first award.  
 
REMINDERS:   
Your Auxiliary’s 990N must be filed no later 
than November 15, 2017 and is for the 
period of July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. If you 
are unable to file this yourself, please send an 
email to me at vfwauxiltreas@gmail.com. It is 
a good idea to keep a copy of the IRS’ 
acceptance of your filing in the event it is 
needed in the future.  
 
If your EIN has been revoked, your Auxiliary 
will need to work with the IRS to determine 
what is needed to reinstate it.  
 
The third quarter Auxiliary audit was due by 
October 31, 2017 for the period of July 1, 
2017 thru September 30, 2017. Thank you to 
those who have sent your audits. For those 
that have not yet sent them, please send as 
soon as possible. If you are unable to 
complete and submit your audit by the due 
date, you will need to send me an email with 
the reason for the delay and the anticipated 
completion date.  
If your Auxiliary processes new members 
through MALTA, remember that you need to 
send a copy of the application to the 
Department for our files. Please indicate the 
date you input to MALTA and the Member’s 
ID number that is assigned.  
 
Please check the Donations List monthly. If 
you see an error, please let me know as soon 
as possible so that we can get it fixed for the 
next monthly report.  
 
My mailing address has changed as of 
September 1, 2017. Please send all 
correspondence and checks to me at: 140 W 
Ann St, Somonauk, IL 60552. This will to 
avoid delays and errors in the mail forwarding 
process.  
 
If you need any help or have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me by phone or 
email. I am here to help you.  
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Reports Coordinator 
Tammy Napier 
 
 
Fall has arrived and the 
busy holiday season is 

quickly approaching. 
Has your Auxiliary 
participated and 
reported in EVERY 
Department program? 
The goal our 

Department is striving to achieve is 100% 
reported in EVERY Department program by 
December 31, 2017. The only way to achieve 
this goal is to work as a team. Andrew 
Carnegie said teamwork is: 
 
 “The ability to work together toward a 
common vision. The ability to direct individual 
accomplishments toward organizational 
objectives. It is the fuel that allows common 
people to attain uncommon results.”  
 
If every Auxiliary Brother and Sister works 
together, reaching the goal of 100% reported 
by December 31st is easily attainable. Please 
DO NOT be the Auxiliary that keeps the 
Department of Illinois from achieving its 
organizational objectives. Please DO NOT be 
the Auxiliary that waits until December 30th to 
do your reporting. Procrastination only 
creates havoc and extra work for our 

Department Chairmen who must take time out 
of their busy holiday schedules and away 
from their families to call Auxiliary Presidents 
and Chairmen to get the reporting done. 
Please DO be a team player and report 
promptly following the completion of a 
project. Please DO make Department 
President Mary proud!  

Have and safe and happy holiday season! 
 

Graves Registration 
 Linda Armstrong 

 

Thanks to everyone who 
has taken on the duty of 
reporting your deceased 
members.  One problem 
that I want to bring to your 

attention is that there seems to be some 
confusion about reporting a deceased 
member through MALTA, since this can now 
be done by the Auxiliary.  All Treasurers are 
encouraged to do that.  However, please 
remember that in addition, the death still 
needs to be reported on the Department 
website or by using the paper form and 
sending to me and the District Chaplain.  This 
is to ensure that all members are included in 
the Department Memorial Book and their 
name is called at the District Memorial 
Services.  
 

Please be check your local obituaries often to 
make sure all departed members are 
accounted for.  Since my last report of August 
9th to October 1st you have reported at total of 
48 members, 34 Annual and 14 Life.  I have 
heard from all Districts except District #10.  
With the Holidays fast approaching, I know 
everyone will be getting extremely busy, but 
please remember to report. 

 

A Prayer for the Holidays 
Dear Lord, 

Thank you for all the blessings you  

have bestowed on us. 

Thank you for family and friends,  

both old and new. 

Thank you for this wonderful organization  

and all that it represents. 

 

 



 

 

May you wrap your loving arms around  

us and comfort us 

as we work hard to help our Veterans  

and their families in 

these times of turmoil, both foreign and  

domestic; and dear God, 

please guide us as we strive to understand  

your plan for each and 

every one of us as we enter the  

season of JESUS’ birth. 

GOD BLESS AMERICA. 

AMEN. 

 

Cook Book 
Update 

Sales for President Mary’s 
fundraiser continue to go 
well.  I am now out of my 
supply of cookbooks but 
we still have almost 300 
books out awaiting 
payment.  Again, your 

support of this fundraiser 
is greatly appreciated.  For 

those of you in possession of 
cookbooks, please provide payment, or 
encourage your Auxiliaries to send payments 
to me as soon as the books are sold.  If you 
may have books available that aren’t sold, 
and you would like to return them, I’m sure 
others would be happy to have them.  I have 
had a few requests that I can’t fill, but it’s 
been decided to work with our existing supply 
and not order more books at this time.  
 
I hope you are all enjoying some of the 
delicious recipes that have been provided and 
with Summer ending and Fall beginning, I’m 
sure more of us will be wanting to try some 
delicious soups, desserts, stews and other 
ideas from the cookbooks.  Happy cooking! 

 

 

Historian 
Billie Guthals 

 
Hello to all Auxiliary members.  
From the pictures submitted to 
me and the ones posted on 
social media I know that many 

Auxiliary members are busy helping our 
veterans and spending time with our 
President, Mary Spindler, as she travels 
throughout the state and country to enjoy time 
with each of you.  I know she appreciates the 
hospitality extended and she will enjoy 
looking back on her travels when her year is 
over.  Please continue to post and send 
pictures to me so that I can continue to build 
Mary’s “travelogue” of adventures and time 
spent honoring our veterans.  I’m sure many 
of you have activities planned for Veteran’s 
Day and I would enjoy including those photos 
in Mary’s scrapbooks. Remember that photos 
can be submitted through mail, email, or I can 
pull them from social media postings.   

 

 
                                

 
Thanks to all for the great work you are doing as 
we support our military and I wish you a very 
joyous Holiday Season. Blessings to you all! 
 

Photos 

taken at 

Onley VFW & 

VFW Auxiliary 

#4226 Family 

Freedom 

Festival 

Photo taken 

at Illiana VA 

with VAVS 

Reps Deb Gard 

and Jim Ellis 



 

 

 

The Christmas Cardinal 

The little cardinal brings 

good luck to you, it 

symbolizes the power of 

faith in all that you do. 

Its brilliant red color 

symbolizes joy and 

Christmas cheer, bringing 

beauty and warmth to last 

throughout the year. 

Wishing you all the joys of 

the season. 

Department of Illinois 

VFW Auxiliary Officers 
Mary Spindler 

Susan Parrish 

Billie Guthals 

Terry Ann Calabrese 

Linda Lorenz 

Linda Armstrong 

Rhonda Borkgren 

Kathy Cumbee 

Janet Long 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Americanism 
Paula DeDoncker 

 

In November 1919, 
President Wilson 
proclaimed November 11 
as the first commemoration 

of Armistice Day with the following words: "To 
us in America, 
the reflections 
of Armistice 
Day will be 
filled with 
solemn pride in 
the heroism of 
those who died 
in the country’s 
service and 
with gratitude 
for the victory, both because of the thing from 
which it has freed us and because of the 
opportunity it has given America to show her 
sympathy with peace and justice in the 
councils of the nations”. 
 
An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a) 
approved May 13, 1938, made the 11th of 
November in each year a legal holiday—a 
day to be dedicated to the cause of world 
peace and to be thereafter celebrated and 
known as "Armistice Day." Armistice Day was 
primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of 
World War I, but in 1954, after World War II 
had required the greatest mobilization of 
soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen in the 
Nation’s history; after American forces had 
fought aggression in Korea, the 83rd 
Congress, at the urging of the veterans’ 
service organizations, amended the Act of 
1938 by striking out the word "Armistice" and 
inserting in its place the word "Veterans." 
With the approval of this legislation (Public 
Law 380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th 
became a day to honor American veterans of 
all wars. 
 
Ceremonies will be held across our great 
state honoring veterans. This is an amazing 
opportunity to educate our communities on 

the meaning of Veterans Day and its 
importance.  
 
Along with Veterans Day, November brings 
Thanksgiving. A time for us to gather with our 
families and friends and give thanks for those 
who came before us, paving our way to 
freedom. 
 
December 7th, Pearl Harbor Day, 
commemorates Japans surprise attack on our 
military and naval forces in Hawaii 76 years 
ago.  
 
As your Auxiliary sponsors, or participates 
with your Post commemorating these 
holidays, let’s not forget to report. We are 
currently 31% reported in Americanism as a 
Department. It is my sincerest hope that we 
can reach 100% by December 31st, 2017. 
Several Family Freedom 

Festivals have been held, 

and several are in the 

planning stages. These 

multi program events, 

geared primarily towards 

family participation, can be 

held jointly with your Post, your District, or 

neighboring Auxiliaries. For reporting purposes, 

simply opening the discussion at your meeting 

warrants a report. We are currently only 4% 

reported on our latest x-sheet, so drop me a note, 

or mention it on the Americanism report form and 

you will receive credit. 

With the holidays upon us, I’d like to wish 
everyone a safe and happy Holiday Season!! 
 

 

 

Extension 
Janet Long 
 
National Chief of 

Staff/Extension says don’t 

wait until 2018 to make a New 

Year’s Resolution, make your 

Auxiliary HEALTHY now.  

Auxiliaries face new 

challenges every day and we 

 

 

 



 

 
 

need to take the opportunity to embrace new 

ideas and make them a reality. 

Take the time to STOP… LOOK … LISTEN to 

become HEALTHY.  

Put into action the tools 

available in the Healthy 

Auxiliary Toolkit which 

you can find on the 

National Website under 

“Resources”.   

STOP and reflect on the history of your Auxiliary. 

Your past is invaluable for seeing the 

goals you have achieved over the years.  

Through this reflection can come renewed 

energy and the desire for making plans 

and setting your priorities for the coming 

years.  

LOOK around your meeting room. 

Who is attending your meetings? Is it the 

same few members that always attend?  

What is the age group?  If there is not a 

mix of genders and generations, ask 

yourself why not?  Look for ways to 

increase attendance.  You may need to 

change the meeting date, time or location. 

Look for ways to attract and include 

members of diverse backgrounds and 

ages and remember it is a proven fact that 

all members can work together no matter 

their age or years in the Auxiliary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LISTEN to what your members have to say. 

Not just in the meeting room during the 

meeting, but even when working on a 

project or having a get together.  Consider 

new ideas, along with the ideas which you 

have done year after year.  Listen for ways 

to enhance the participation in your 

meetings and projects.  New things bring 

new people. Listen for signs that a 

member may be experiencing a hardship 

in which the Auxiliary could provide 

support and assistance.  Listen for the 

needs of our veterans and their families as 

well as that of your community. 

LEADERSHIP is being prepared for meetings 

Review the Auxiliary To-Dos and 

Deadlines in order to complete task on 

time.  The Checklist will guide the 

President in their duties.  Use the Sample 

Meeting Agenda to assist you in 

conducting an effective meeting.  Set up 

and use a Healthy Communication 

Phone/Text Tree to keep your members 

informed.   

ENGAGE with members by sharing the Member 

Questionnaire. 

Keep it confidential.  No names allowed on 

the questionnaire. Learn why the person 

joined. Ask if they volunteer with other 

organizations, and if so where and what 

they do.  Ask if there are activities they 

would like to see added to increase 

participation.  Ask them what their vision is 

for the future of the Auxiliary.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

National Certified Recruiter Trainer 
Marvie Wisniewski  

 
Brothers and Sisters, 
November brings many 
opportunities to recruit 
new Members. Voting 
places and Veterans Day 
are just two of the days in 

November that present opportunities to open 
conversations for membership.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here are a few ideas to help you 
with recruiting this month: 

 
 

Election Day 
Put a raffle basket together for the public. 
Invite all who voted to stop in a receive a 
“free” raffle ticket in exchange for their “I 
voted” ticket.  
 
Set up a Poster Board or Tri-fold Poster with 
information on what we do as an Auxiliary 
Have Membership applications available for 
eligible participants. 
 
Veterans Day 
Attend as many Veteran Day functions in your 
area as you can.  
Talk to people about WHY they are attending 
the event 
 
➢ Invite veterans and their families to your Post for a 

“Thank You for Your Service” Day 
➢ Recruiting is crucial to growing awareness of what 

we do as an Auxiliary and to growing our 
Organization.  

➢ Remember to stay excited about what we do for 
our veterans and WHY we do it. Startup 
conversations with people and make it about 
them, NOT about why they should join.  

➢ Use open ended questions that allow the person 
to talk to you. Listen closely to what they are 
saying and keep them engaged.  

➢ Your excitement will be contagious utilize that to 
help them feel that they too can become a 
member and have fun serving our veterans and 
their families.  

 
Are you working on your “CATCH 5 PIN”? 
Recruit 5 NEW or Rejoin Members and get 
your pin!! I would love to see every Auxiliary 
have members that wear this pin from 
National!  
 
I am excited to be going to the 14th District 
this month and working with the 6th District 
planning a recruiting training day! Please, 
don’t hesitate to call me and invite me to 
attend your recruiting events! I am looking 
forward to working with everyone throughout 
the State in achieving your goals of obtaining 
NEW members!  
 

Remember our Veterans  
on Veterans Day, Thanksgiving  

and 
throughout the Holiday Season. 

 
 

 

Up State Luncheon 
Honoring Department President Mary 
Saturday, November 18, 2017 
New Lenox VFW Post #9545 
Tickets $20.00 / contact 
Pat Martyn, Ticket Chairman 
pattelmo@yahoo.com 
Up State Auxiliaries are reminded to bring color for Aisle of Honor 
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Membership / Leadership 
 

JoLynn 
Altvatter 

Chairman 
 

Lynn Smith 
Co-Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
How excited are you about 

MALTA???? 
 

We now have a Membership Summary and 
it’s done in real time. As an Auxiliary 
Treasurer, I can input a number of dues and 
they show up instantly as paid. I have 
reported a deceased Member and she was 
deleted from our membership rolls.  
 
We know you are using MALTA; Lynn and I 
have received phone calls about the system 
and walked members through logging in, etc. 
Yes, there are issues that need to be 
resolved but National is working on them and 
it’s much better than our old system. 
 
That being said, I check the Membership 
Summary every day watching for the numbers 
to change. We have a number of Auxiliaries 
already at 100% and 100% Plus and that’s 
great news.  
 

• Is your Auxiliary sending out Dues Reminders? If 
you have, are you personally contacting your 
members who haven’t paid? 

• Did your Post have a Men’s Auxiliary? Their 
mission was the same as ours and you probably 
have already worked joint functions with them. If 
you haven’t recruited their eligible members, we 
have a listing by Post and can send letters for you. 

• Has your Auxiliary had or are you planning a Family 
Freedom Festival” to let your community know 
about our programs and all the great things you do 
for your community? That’s not bragging, it’s letting 
our communities know that we truly care.  

• Are you asking everyone you meet if they are 
eligible to join the Auxiliary?  

 
We are doing a good job but we need your 
help in recruiting and processing New / 
Rejoined Members so we reach our quarterly 
goals. Also, we have a number of Auxiliaries 
that have not transmitted any 2018 dues yet. 
If you need help, Lynn and I continue to send 
out Dues Reminders, just contact us. 
 
Remember, if you have recruited 5 new 
members, you need to complete and forward 
the Catch Five Member Recruiter Award form 
to National to receive your pin.  
 
The Casino for a Cause is operating but we’re 
anxious to see a profit which we can do by 
reaching 100% plus in Membership. Keep up 
the work you are doing; you are doing great!  

 

Our best wishes for a Happy 

Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, Happy 

Hanukkah and a healthy, prosperous 

New Year! 
 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Recruiter/Training Seminar 

National Certified Recruiter  
Marvie Wisniewski 

 will conduct a Recruiter Training/Seminar  

on Saturday, February 10th, 2018 following 

the C of A 

ALL are INVITED to attend! Details to follow. 
 

 
February Council of Administration & 

Voice of Democracy Banquet 
 

The February Council of Administration 
Meeting and Voice of Democracy Banquet 
will be held February 9-11, 2018 at the 
President Abraham Lincoln, A Doubletree by 
Hilton Hotel, 701 East Adams Street, 
Springfield, Illinois 62701. To make a 
reservation for the February, you may call 

the hotel directly at (217) 544-8800 and give them our group 
code: VOD. Or you may reserve a room online – go to VFW 
IL website at www.vfwil.org, click on the link for General 
Orders, scroll down and click on the link for the February 
Council of Administration & Voice of Democracy. Reservation 
form will be posted on vfwauxiliaryil.org  
 
VOICE OF DEMOCRACY BANQUET: The State of Illinois 
VFW will be celebrating its Annual Voice of Democracy 
Banquet on Saturday, February 10, 2018 at the President 
Abraham Lincoln Springfield - a DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel. 
Tickets are available for $35 per person. Tickets may be 
ordered online by making a donation at http://vfwil.org/ – and 
allocating the funds to Voice of Democracy Banquet. You 
may also call State Headquarters (217) 529-6688. 
 

990 REMINDER 
Each Auxiliary/District needs to file 
their 990 by November 15th, 2017 for 
the period coving July 1, 2016 to June 
30, 2017. 

Hospital 
 
 

Debbie Gard 
Co-Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
Mercie Woolfolk 
Chairman 
  

The Fall and Winter Seasons are upon us as we 
continue our “Leaving Our Legacy” and “Catch the 
Dream for our Veterans” year. We wish each of 
you a beautiful and blessed Holiday Season.  
 
Line Officers Continue Official Visits to VA & 
Veterans Homes Facilities  

 
Our Department 
President, Mary 
Spindler on 
September 29th, 
made one of her 
five visits to Illiana 
VA Hospital in 
Danville, Illinois 

along with the Hospital Co-Chairman and VAVS 
Representative, Debbie Gard as well as VFW 
Representative, Jim Ellis. “As many times as we 
have visited there, I did not really know all that 
this facility offers for our veterans. Jennifer, who 
works in Voluntary Services, was our tour guide. 
We visited the "green" houses, which are for 
special needs, such as Alzheimer’s. There was so 
much to see! There is a beautiful recreation room, 
and Deb's office is jam packed with gifts for the 
women's baby shower in December. What a 
wonderful day!” More information regarding 
Department Mary visit can be found on the 
Department of Illinois Facebook. We have Hines 
and Jesse Brown VA Hospitals scheduled for 
November. 

 
The Department Jr. Vice President, Billie 
Guthals made two of her official visits to 
Manteno and Anna Illinois Veterans Homes 
on September 11th and 12th respectively, 
along with the Hospital Co-Chairman, Debbie 
Gard and VAVS/Deputy Representatives, 

 



 

 

Maggie Davis and Sandy Coleman at 
Manteno.  Marilyn Crawford was there for her 
visit to Anna. No pictures are available. Billie 
enjoyed her visits and was able to engage 
with the Veterans and their families. Billie has 
scheduled visits to Quincy and LaSalle in 
October and November. 
 
The Department Chaplain, Linda Armstrong 

has completed 
her three of 
three official 
visits to out of 
state facilities 
including 
William S. 
Middleton VA 
Hospital, 

Madison, Wisconsin on September 21st. 
Accompanying her were the Associate and 
Deputy Representatives, Betty Lundvall and 
Fern Peck and the Department Hospital 
Chairman, Mercie Woolfolk. Chaplain Linda 
assisted the Representatives in distributing 
2017 TLC gifts to Veterans in the Infusion 
unit, intensive care unit and in house 
hospitalized units. 
 
Veterans and Military Suicide Prevention 

Awareness 
 
Maybe your 
kindness is 
the reason 
they keep on.  
 
We 
frequently 
read or hear 

that the average number of veteran’s suicides 
each day has declined to 20. Still this rate is 
21% higher than the civilian population. With 
our help we can make things better as efforts 
in hospitals and other facilities across our 
nation have made a difference. It is important 
to be aware of the warning signs of suicide 
and act positively to the five signs of Mental 
Illness. 
 

• Personality Change, e.g. threatening to 
hurt or kill oneself, seeking access to 
pills, weapons 

• Agitation, e.g. rage, anger seeking 
revenge 

• Withdrawal e.g. aloof from friends, family 
and society 

• Poor Health Care e.g. alcohol or drug 
abuse 

• Hopelessness e.g. talking or writing 
about death, dying or suicide 

For more information about the warning signs 
of suicide go to changedirection.org and learn 
how to help someone in need.  Other sites 
are VeteransCrisisLine.net  or text to 838255 
or call 1-800-273-8255 press1(for the 
Spanish/Espanola version, call 1-888-628-
9454).   
 
I know talking about suicide is unpleasant, but 
it is a necessary bedside chat. This is one 
vital bedside chat worth remembering, we 
have a purpose. Place your hand on your 
heart. Feel that? That’s called purpose. 
You’re alive for a reason. Don’t forget that. 
And it is a necessary conversation we need 
to become comfortable with as a part of 
everyday living. It is everyone's responsibility 
to have that difficult but life-saving 
conversation with someone in need, or to 
seek help if you are having these thoughts. 
You may even know a friend or loved one 
who has struggled with depression or suicidal 
thoughts. Lend a helping hand to those who 
are struggling. You can save a life.  

 

 

Illiana VA Medical Center  
Danville, IL 
VAVS Representative Deb Gard 
 

The Stand Down was held in Peoria, Illinois, 
on October 7th and THANK YOU to all who 
helped make, transport, setup, distribute and 
take down. 
 
The Baby Shower will be on December 5th at 
1 pm in the SAR. Diapers, boy’s clothes, 
sleepers, powder, shampoo, and lotions are 
our most pressing needs this time. 



 

 

Remember this is no longer reported under 
Hospital but rather under Veterans and 
Family Services. 
 
The plans for the Christmas Party, December 
16th, are being made. This year the VFW 
Department Chairman has decided to have a 
Christmas Bingo. Special prizes (VFW 
Blankets, Hooded Sweat Shirts) are needed, 
snack cakes, cups, napkins, canteen books, 
fruit and volunteers too.  
 
Winter is coming coats, gloves, scarves, and 
stocking caps are in big demand. The clothing 
room also is looking for flannel shirts (L, XL, 
2XL, 3XL) boots (sizes 8 to 14), jeans (sizes 
30 waist to 44) various inseams, and 
sweaters.  
 
Each week personal products, coffee, and 
donuts are provided to the veterans in the 
SAR. On the 2nd and 4th Tuesday each 
month we sponsor Bingos in the 
Greenhouses and the Activities Room. 
Funding for canteen books for prizes is 
needed. Many of our veterans save them to 
use for small gifts for family and themselves 
at Christmas. 
 
Remember sugar-free snacks for our Diabetic 
members are appreciated. Socks, full sized 
shampoos, lotions, toothpaste, stick 
deodorants, puzzle books, adult coloring 
books, colored pencils, pens and other items 
are needed. We currently have 236 veterans 
in residence. Christmas stockings have been 
provided by the Effingham Auxiliary. 
 
Department President, Mary Spindler made 
her official visit. She was able to see many 
things previously unknown to her. The 
Bowling alley was a big hit. 
 
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE DONATIONS 
YOU SEND TO CARE FOR OUR VETERANS!!! 

 
Please note my office has moved. 
 

Happy Holidays to all! 

Edward Hines Jr. VA Hospital 
Hines, IL 
VAVS Representative Mercie Woolfolk  
 
It is hard to believe that in the Leaving Our 
Legacy year, fall is here and winter is fast 
approaching. Nonetheless, Hines Volunteers 
and Auxiliary are readying themselves for 
special Halloween, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas events for our hospitalized 
Veterans.  
 
Wheaton  2nd Monday 7pm Rm 5044, Bldg 228 
Naperville 2nd Tuesday 7pm SCI,  

caroling instead of bingo in December 

Villa Park   2nd Wednesday 7pm    SCI 
Department 4th Monday 2pm    ECC  
Elk Grove 4th Wednesday 7pm    ECC 
River Grove Friday  7pm    ECC  
Skokie  2pm  ECC    
Rhine  2pm  ECC, annual Holiday visit 
Tri-City Evergreen Special Song-A-Ton 

throughout the Hospital  
Bartlett  2pm  Fall Festival/Halloween Party 

 
Veterans Day 
Mark your calendars for Friday, November 
10th. Hines VA Hospital is hosting a Veterans 
Day Ceremony & Celebration. All area 
veterans, family and friends are welcome. 
 
Veterans & Family Welcome Home Fair 
The Welcome Home Fun Fair held on August 
19th was enjoyed by approximately 120 
veterans and their families. Compared to last 
year, this year’s attendance was down as 
many families went to see the Air show in 
downtown Chicago or other activities due to 
the beautiful weather. There were several 
resource tables available to the veterans and 
families. Diane Ahrens and Raquel Stahr from 
5-2298 donated backpacks with school 
supplies for the kids. Diane also provided the 
cupcakes which were enjoyed by all.  
Thanks to Auxiliaries 3-5220, 4-5979, 5-4600, 
5-4551, 5-8741, 18-725, 19-2164, 19-5815, 
19-5819,  19-7446, 19-7542 and 19-11018 
who made monetary and prize donations in 
excess of $2,500.00.  
 
Dignified Departure Program  
Hines is in need of around 300 American  



 

 

Flags for their Dignified Departure Program 
since they have only a few dozen flags in 
stock. The 3’ x 5’ American Flags are used to 
honor the veteran at time of death during a 
brief processional and then given to the 
family. Any quantity of flags donated would be 
greatly appreciated. Please call Mercie 
Woolfolk for delivery of the 3' x 5' flags. 
Thanks to the 19th District Auxiliaries for help 
in providing American Flags for this program. 
 
ECC 2B Hospice Unit 
The "Serenity Place" in ECC-2B has been 
reactivated. There are fifteen beds to service 
the veterans during their eleventh hour.   
 
The Drive Thru Flu Shot Clinic is now 
OPEN! 
It pays to maintain good health. From 8:00am 
– 3:00pm on weekdays veterans can get their 
flu shot and not even need to leave their 
vehicle. Follow the signage to the Drive Thru 
located at Northern edge of the parking lot on 
the Roosevelt Road side. The Drive Thru is 
not open on Federal Holidays. 
 
Breast Cancer 
Serving the unique health care needs of 
women veterans is a VA priority. VA recently 
adopted the American Cancer Society’s 
breast cancer screening 
guidelines.  #ChooseVA #ChooseHines 
 
Suicide Prevention Art Event  
On September 21st, Hines held their 3rd 
Annual Suicide Prevention Art Event. This Art 
event gives the veterans an avenue of voicing 
their inner self regarding suicide. Combat 
Veteran Alexandrea Gries shares her 
experiences with veterans to help them 
overcome their obstacles and issues. “VA is 
probably the single biggest reason why I'm 
still alive.” 
 

Have a wonderful & Happy Holiday 
Season! 

 
 

 
 

Jesse Brown VA Medical Center 
Chicago, IL 
VAVS Representative, Joanne York 
 

November 11, 2017 is a Veterans Day 
Program all Veterans are invited to attend.  It 
will start at 11:00 am in the Conference 
Rooms located on the second floor in the 
Damen Section. 
 
Once again there will be a Stand Down at the 
Northwest Armory located on the southeast 
corner of North Ave and Kedzie Ave in 
Chicago.  Setup will be on Thursday Nov 16th 
and the Stand Down will be Friday, Nov 17th.  
They will start feeding the veterans outside at 
6:00 am before they can get into the Armory.  
If you have any donations of clothes, blankets 
etc. please bring them to the Armory on 
Thursday.  Don't forget to report items you 
bring or hours you work. 
 
Holidays are just around the corner.  Try to 
visit the hospitalized Veterans.  They are 
always happy to see someone even if you 
spend a few minutes with them.  Some  
receive no visitors and the holidays are a 
lonely time of the year to be in the hospital.  
Perhaps you have a grammar school or even 
preschool that would like to make Holiday 
Cards for the veterans which I can pass out 
when I visit them.  This is one way of getting 
the youth involved.   
 
We are always looking for new volunteers.  
Even if you can spare 4 hours once a week it 
would be appreciated. 
 

 
Marion VA Medical Center 
Marion, IL 
VAVS Representative, Lori Crites 

 
There is so much going on at the Marion VA, 
some good, some not so good.  But with the 
Holidays coming toward us like a freight train, 
we should take a moment to show our 
thankfulness.   
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/chooseva?source=feed_text&story_id=1572471242792271
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/choosehines?source=feed_text&story_id=1572471242792271


 

 

Being thankful can be shown in many ways, a 
visit, a card or a kind word.  At the Marion VA, 
we have VETS that would really appreciate 
any of these gestures.  Bingo is nice, but as 
some VETS have said, "it isn't long enough".   
 
The investigations at the Marion VA are NOT 
the VET's fault but they are the ones who are 
ultimately suffering! I am asking for our 
Auxiliaries to think about all our VETS and do 
something special for the Holidays.  I know 
everyone is busy with our lives, but maybe 
your Auxiliary could sign some cards to let 
them know that we are thinking of them.   
This gesture can be reported under Veterans 
& Family Support.  I would appreciate any 
help your Auxiliary can give and I know our 
Veterans would love to receive ANY act of 
kindness we can do for them!  If your Auxiliary 
wants to send cards, or if you have a local 
day care or school that would like to do a 
project, please mail them to the VAVS 
Representative or Deputy in the roster book. 
Also, I am still needing ornaments for the 
Christmas tree at the Marion VA.   
 
Our current needs for the Marion VA: 
➢ Zip up jackets (Sizes M-2x) 
➢ Sweat Suits (sizes M-2x)  
➢ Body washes & lotions (for men & 

women) 
➢ Food for the Homeless Shelter 
➢ Electric Razors 

 
For the Marion VA, if you are purchasing items, please 
let me know BEFOREHAND!  We don't want too many 
socks!!! 
 
 

Illinois Veterans Home at Manteno  
Manteno, IL 
Associate Representative Maggie Davis 
Associate Deputy Sandy Coleman 

 
Are you ready for the holidays?  Well it won't be 
long now.  If you are deciding to have a party, 
make your reservation soon.  Call 815-468-6581 
and speak to Sue or Michelle. 
 
There have been some changes made in the 
guidelines for donations. 

Donations will be accepted on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 8:00-12:00 
am and 1:00-3:00 pm (only) 
 
If you have any questions about the time you may 
call the above phone number. 
 
If you are bringing candy to our veterans for the 
holidays they cannot eat much candy with nuts in 
them.  They also love cookies and cupcakes.  If 
you have any questions about treats call me 708-
704-0737. 
 
Now let’s switch buildings: A lot of people don't 
know about Prince Home 
 
Prince Home opened in 2007and provides 
housing and supportive services for homeless 
Illinois Veterans to help them cope with many 
issues, 
including Post Traumatic Stress, substance 
abuse, and other challenges.  In addition to 
providing a safe and secure living environment for 
homeless veterans, 
the program helps equip the veterans to achieve 
individual growth and independence.  This is done 
by fostering integrity, respect and dignity with 
therapeutic 
and supportive services.  More than three-
quarters of the veterans who complete the Prince 
Home program go on to live productive and 
independent lives. 
In addition, leadership at the home contributes to 
the mission of reducing veteran homelessness 
statewide by working with and advising 
community service 
providers, private organizations and other state 
agencies on state and federal veteran 
programs.  Volunteer work, employment and 
treatment compliance is 
correlated to the vision of total independence 
The Prince Home attempts to provide an array of 
personal care items as a means for our veterans 
to regain and maintain dignity, and as a necessity 
for those who, in finding their way to an 
independent and productive life, are employed, or 
are seeking employment 
 
Your gifts bring added relief from the struggles 
and social indignities that many who come to our 
door must struggle with on a daily basis. 
 

• Coffee      

• Powder coffee creamer    

tel:(815)%20468-6581
tel:(708)%20704-0737
tel:(708)%20704-0737


 

 

• Body wash    

• Electric can opener   

• Set of pots and pans    

• Exercise bands    

• Hand held vacuum   

• Air fresheners(solid) 50 

• Microwave    

• 15 gift cards (any domination)   

• Wii games    

• New coffee/end tables    

• New art work    

• Floor mats for kitchen    

• Lamps (large or medium) 

• 2 area rugs 7x10   

• New living room furniture (durable, sofa, 
loveseat, chair)    

• 15 chair cushions    

• Forever stamps    

• Light bulbs     

• AA/AAA batteries   

• Comforters (twin size)    

• Sheet sets (twin size) 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these. 
 
We will be happy to provide you with a tax-
deductible receipt for your donation. 
Please call with any questions or to schedule a 
delivery 815-468-6581 x214 
 
Sandy and I wish you have Happy and Healthy 
Holidays. 
 

LEAVING OUR LEGACY 
 

 

Illinois Veterans Home 
Quincy, IL 
Associate Representative Janet Long 
Associates Deputy Marge Bisby 
 

The holidays are fast approaching and 
families will be getting together to celebrate, 
catch up on what has happened the past year 
and just enjoying each other’s company.  
However, some residents at the Quincy 
Veterans Home have no family to visit with, 
so we try to make the holidays a little better 
for all at the home and with your help we can 
accomplish this.  We are planning to help the 
Home with their Christmas party by giving 

them a donation.  We will also make sure the 
residents receive a signed Christmas card 
and a small gift.  You can help with this 
project by sending a donation.  Please send it 
to the Department Treasurer earmarked for 
the Veterans Home in Quincy. 
 
I want to remind you that the “Welcome 
Corner” is still over stuffed and not accepting 
items for the time being.   
 
We want to THANK the Department of Illinois 
VFW Auxiliary for the donation to the “Gift 
Shop”.  They were very excited to receive the 
items from the Presidents Boutique.      
 
“CJs” formerly the Coffee Shop is open for 
business and doing quite well.  I have eaten 
there and the food was good, so when you 
make a visit to the Home, be sure to support 
CJs. 

 
William S. Middleton VA,  
Madison, WI 

Associate Representative Betty Lundvall 
Associate Deputy Fern Peck 
 
Every time I visit this VA Hospital, I realize 
how lucky the veterans are to be able to 
receive their care through this facility.  Illinois 
VFW Auxiliary supports this hospital because 
24% of their patients come from northern 
Illinois. Madison maintains five community 
based outpatient clinics, Rockford, which is 
the largest one, and Freeport, Illinois; 
Baraboo, Beaver Dam, and Janesville 
Wisconsin.  
  
When the Department of Illinois Auxiliary 
made their official visit September 21st, the 
hospital director spoke to us and provided 
information I did not know.  Madison VA 
Hospital opened in 1951 as 500-bed TB 
hospital with no air conditioning, only open 
windows, and fans to provide a comfortable 
summer temperature.  To this day, high on 
the walls are electrical outlets close to the 
ceiling, that’s where the power used to for  
these fans.   
 

tel:(815)%20468-6581


 

 

Madison VA is now a 129-bed acute care 
facility, 85 acute beds, where patients, are 
admitted, treated, and discharged as rapidly 
as you would be in your private hospitals.   
There are 18 residential rehabilitation beds 
and a 26 bed Community Living Center which 
provides short term physical rehabilitation, 
skill nursing care, or hospice care.   
 
The quality of nursing care here is excellent, 
as demonstrated being only one of four VA 
hospitals in the nation to receive Magnet 
Recognition by American Nurses 
Credentialing Centers.  The patients verify 
this, when you ask them about the care, and 
you get the reply, excellent too good.  I have 
yet to get a complaint when I ask the patient 
or the family.  To maintain their excellent 
status, Madison undergoes surveys by 57 
different agencies to insure this excellent care 
is being maintained.  
 
Because the University of Wisconsin Hospital 
is a door away, and has a great reputation for 
successful organ transplants, the veterans 
have this care available.  Madison VA is one 
of five heart transplants centers, one of two 
lung transplants centers one of six liver 
transplants centers, and one of three 
destinations to offer ventricular assist devices 
in the national VA system.  Very soon, the VA 
hospital will do kidney transplants in their own 
facility. 
 
The Women’s Clinic provides care to female 
veterans.   One service that is provided to 
female veterans is a “Sister to Sister” 
volunteer, who will accompany her to 
physician visits, examinations, or other 
testings so she does not have to feel alone, 
or is unsure the information she is given.  No 
delivery services are provided at the hospital 
but this service is purchased by the VA, to 
done at other facilities.  
 
Madison is the phone communication center 
for 12 facilities, including VA hospitals in 
Illinois, Milwaukee and other Wisconsin VA 
facilities.  For example, if a patient in Chicago 
or Milwaukee wants to schedule an 

appointment, the Madison center will receive 
the call and take proper action. 
 
It was great to have the Department Officers 
able distribute Illinois TLC bags when they 
visited the patients.  Christmas will soon be 
here and it is time for our Santa visit to give 
cards with money to the in patients, I am very 
lucky to have members who want to help in 
this fun trip.   
 

THANKS FOR ALL YOUR 

DONATIONS. 

Only with your help are we able to give a little 
joy to these hospitalized veterans 

and thank them for what they did to insure our 
freedom. 

 

 
Legislative 
Ceil Barclay  

 

 
 
Our Legislative Team is truly “Leaving Our 
Legacy for our Veterans” and working 
diligently with those in Congress and the 
Senate in so many ways. We are doing this 
with phone calls, emails, by “Acting” on 
Legislative Alerts, with letters, by following our 
VFW Priority Goals and our Legislative Goals. 
Our main objective, we are doing this in favor 
of supporting our Veterans and their Families 
because we care!  
 
This is the time to ACT NOW in sharing 
with me all that you are doing for our 
Veterans with your Legislative Online 
Reports or mailing them to me so we can 
show our Department President Mary 
Spindler and our National President Dee 
Guillory how much we are doing for our 
Veterans and their Families! I am excited 
to tell you that we are over 50% reported 

 



 

 

already for Legislation! (I just have to 
update my x-sheet to catch-up with the 
many reports that continue to come in.) 
Thank you for doing such a good job! 
Please remember our new deadline for 
reporting is:  December 31st, 2017. I am 
more than happy to help you with your 
reporting. Please just call, email or text 
me.  I’m here to help you! 
 
In September, many of us went to see our 
VFW National Children’s Home in Eaton 
Rapid, Michigan. We were able to see all the 
fine work they are doing.  We had the 
opportunity to visit our two VFW and 
VFWAUX Illinois Homes that we are 
supporting for our Veterans and their 
Families.  If you have the chance to visit, I 
promise you, your heart will be touched in 
many ways! 
 
Have you heard about the State-Wide 
Program called PETS FOR VETS? This 
program is set for VETERANS DAY! 
According to ABC News, any Veteran wanting 
to adopt a Cat or Dog displaced by the 
Hurricanes, may do so by adopting these 
furry friends. All the adoption fees will be 
waved at participating shelters for all 
Veterans. 
 
Some of you have asked me, “Just how many 
Veterans do we have in Illinois”? According to 
our VFW Sr. Vice Commander Don Boyer, 
there are approximately 600,000 Veterans in 
Illinois. Our Illinois VFW Members include 
53,000!  So, we have a lot of work to do in 
supporting and helping as many of our 
Veterans as we can. We are here for our 
Veterans; we won’t let our Veterans down! 
 
VA Secretary Dr. Shulkin reported this Labor 
Day Weekend:  There are 528,000 plus 
Veterans who have been affected by 
Hurricane Harvey in Texas. Housing, Food, 
and Medical care are needed. There are so 
many Veterans who have been affected from 
the Hurricanes in Florida and in Puerto Rico 
as well. 
     

Please remember our Veterans on Veteran’s 
Day, November 11th by attending the many 
services throughout Illinois. We work hard for 
our living Veterans each and every day; we 
always remember our fallen Brothers and 
Sisters on this day, especially! Many 
Blessings to all Veterans! Those Veterans 
who are fighting abroad, “God, please BLESS 
all of our Veterans and bring them SAFELY 
Home”! 
 
 

 

Scholarship 
Donna Simon  

 
By the time this Bulletin will be 
read at an Auxiliary Patriot’s 
Pen Essay Contest deadline of 

meeting, the Voice of Democracy and 
October 31, 2017 will be 
passed.  If you did try to get 
students to write the essays, 
whether you took to a school 
or tried to get one of your 
Auxiliary or Post family 
members to write an essay. 

you need to send in an 
online report under 
Scholarship or print 
and complete the 
report and mail to me. 
 
Every Auxiliary should 
be able to have an X under Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen. Also, hopefully 
you read the information to your members for 
the Continuing Education Scholarship and 
REPORTED TO ME, it is only half done 
unless you report it. Just by trying to get an 
entry you are eligible for an X under the 
scholarship programs. Hopefully you got a 
student, but report that you tried and you can 
get the credit. 
 
Judging for Voice of Democracy and 
Patriots Pen: 
Your Post and Auxiliary judging should have 
been done by November 15, 2017  

 

 



 

 

Your District judging needs to be done by 
December 15, 2017.   
All entries need to be mailed to Department 
Chairman ASAP Department judging will be 
complete by January 10, 2018 and will be 
sent to National and judged by January 15, 
2018 

 
Continuing Education 
Scholarship  
Read info from your Dog Tag 
or get more information from 
the National web site: 

https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/    at 
your VFW Auxiliary meeting. 
All applications must be submitted to VFW 
Auxiliary National Headquarters by February 
15, 2018. 
 

 
Young American Patriotic Art Contest  
Now is the time to take to your High Schools 
the information on Young American Patriotic 
Art Contest. This is for grades 9-12 maximum 
age of 18 at the time of local Auxiliary entry.  
 
Student must be a U.S citizen or a U.S. 
National.  
Student must go to school in same state as 
sponsoring VFW Auxiliary. 
NOTE: You can get more information on this 
program, new brochure/applications with all 
the changes on the National web site: 
www.vfwauxilary.org/scholarships .   
DEADLINES: 

March 31, 2018 
Student entry deadline to VFW Auxiliary 

April 10, 2018 
VFW Auxiliary Judging complete 

April 15, 2018 
VFW Auxiliary winners to Department for 
judging  

May 5, 2018 
Department winners to VFW Auxiliary 
National Headquarters (these will be judged 
at National Convention) 
 

If your Post or Auxiliary or your District is 
having a Family Freedom Festival try to 
promote the Young American Patriotic Art 
Contest, have information and an application 
with you. 
  
Thank You to all Auxiliary members for all you 

do. 
 

PLEASE REPORT by December 31st. 

 
My wish to all members and their families that 

you have a Healthy, Happy, Safe Holiday Season. 
 

 

President Pins 
Susan Rolando 

As we all know, the 
poppy is the 
remembrance 
flower which was 
inspired by the 
World War I poem 
“In Flanders Field”.    
With November 
11th, Veterans Day and December 7th, the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Department President Mary’s pin 
is a perfect symbol of remembering. 

“I have a little poppy; 
As red as red can be; 

To show that we remember, 
Those who fought to make us Free.” 

There are some Districts who I have not 
heard from.  Please do not hold on to any 
checks.  Send them to me so that I can get 
them recorded and forwarded to our 
Department Treasurer. Checks are to be 
made payable to Dept. of IL VFW Auxiliary; 
earmarked “President’s Pins” and mail to:
       

Susan Rolando   
27836 McClusky Rd   
Jerseyville, IL  62052 

 

 

 

 

https://vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships/
http://www.vfwauxilary.org/scholarships


 

 

Anyone wanting pins can contact me either 
by e-mail or phone call at 
srolando@frontier.com or (618) 946-9907 and 
I will get them to you right away. 
 
Thank you to those who have sold our 
President’s Pin and to those who have bought 
them. 
 

    

Veterans and Family 
Support  

Laurie Sparwasser 
 
    
  
 
 
 

VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN 
Thank you to all that came to Illinois Day at 
VFW National Home for Children.  It was a 
great day – good weather and the Nursery 
Summer Time Project that so many of you 
helped to fund was dedicated.  We were told 
that the children love the shady place to play 

in when it gets so hot.   
Department President Mary is planning some 
projects for the children again this year and 
will be discussed at the October C of A 
meeting.  Any donations to VFW National 
Home, General Fund, will help us complete 
these projects.  An update will be forthcoming 
after the meeting on what is decided.     
 
Please remember to make your Health and 
Happiness donation of 10 cents per member 
as soon as you can.  The National Home 
needs your support.  

VETERANS AND MILITARY SUPPORT 

 
This part of the Veterans and Family Support 
program has 4 parts to it – Unmet Needs, 
Operation Uplink, MAP (Military Assistance 
Program) and Sport Clips Help-A-Hero.   
Sports Clips Help a Hero has a Scholarship 
Program that awards up to $5000 to veterans 
that qualify.  Information regarding details on 
this program can be found at 
www.vfw.org/assistance/student-veterans-
support.  
Unmet Needs helps families with bills that 
they are not able to pay while their spouse is 
on active duty. Details and the application are 
available at www.vfw.org/UnmetNeeds. 
 
MAP gives financial assistance to Posts so 
they can sponsor a get together to have send 
offs or homecomings for active duty military 
personnel.  Auxiliaries can also Adopt A Unit 
and get things together that a particular unit 
may need.  This would be a great project for 
Christmas.  Packages will have to be mailed 
early to reach the unit in time.  All details and 
an online application are available at 
www.vfwil.org/…s1/Forms/MAP Grant 
Procedures_App... 
 
As you know, Operation Uplink uses funds for 
active duty military to make phone calls home 
on certain days, especially during the 
holidays.  Please send any donations to the 
VFW Headquarters in Kansas City and they 
will place the funds in the particular program 
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that needs the help.  You can also send 
donations to them for a particular part of the 
program.  Just make a notation on your 
check.  Donations can be made directly 
online at 
https://secure2.convio.net/…gename=oper
ation_uplink 
 

MILITARY FAMILY 
APPRECIATION MONTH 
As I noted in my last 
bulletin, please try to do 
something for your 
veterans during November 
to show your appreciation 
for their service.  Maybe 
you can combine the 
Family Freedom Festival with this celebration.  
 
Please remember to report anything you do 
for veterans and/or their families.  This all 
counts under this program.  Let me know 
what you did for the veterans during Military 
Family Appreciation Month.   
 
BUDDY POPPIES 
I know a lot of Auxiliaries will be having Buddy 
Poppy drives with their 
Posts this month if you 
haven’t done so already.  
Please report that you 
did your drive, how many 
poppies were used and 
the amount of money 
raised.  This money 
should go into your relief fund to help 
veterans and their families. If you use Buddy 
Poppies in any way, please let me know.   
 
NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICES 
This program helps our Service Officers.  Our 
National Ambassador mentions that 
Posts/Auxiliaries can invite Service Officers to 
their Post and invite veterans to come speak 
to them and find out what they can do for 
them.  Auxiliaries can offer to have some light 
refreshments.  Service Officers can help 
veterans in so many ways to help them get 
the benefits they deserve.  Please consider 
this idea.  There are so many veterans that 

are not receiving benefits they are eligible for 
or have tried to fill out forms themselves and 
getting nowhere.    

 

“Leaving Our Legacy” and “Catch the Dream for 
Our Veterans” 

 

Youth Activities 
Janet Kays 
 

As we head into the 
holiday season, it is hard 
to believe that we are 
nearly 8 months into our 
2017-2018 reporting year.  
Most auxiliaries have 
already completed a 
project that can be reported in Youth 
Activities.  If you have already reported, then 
Thank You Very Much.  If not, then please 
report your project now.  Each Auxiliary is 
expected to be reported in all programs 
before December 31, but don’t wait until the 
last minute.   
 
As I write this 
newsletter article today, 
I am thinking about the 
popularity of Top Ten 
Lists, so I decided to 
give you my ideas of 
the top ten things you 
can do to be reported 
for this program. 
 
10.  Plan a Holiday themed party for children 
in the community.  Serve snacks, play games, 
and give out small gift items. 
9.  Ask a local youth group to make Christmas 
cards that can be distributed to veterans at a 
local nursing home or Veteran’s Home. 
8.  Do a Flag Education Program at a local 
school in November. You could teach an 
elementary class “The Pledge of Allegiance”, 
and hand out small flags. 
7.  Make a donation to an organization that 
supports children’s charities (examples, 
“Coats for Kids”, “Angel Trees”, “Shop with a 
Cop” or “Toys For Tots”)  Most communities 
have projects which supply needy children 
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with hats, gloves, coats, blankets, and toys 
around Christmas. 
6. Volunteer with a Scout Group for a few 
hours to work at a Food pantry or Community 
soup kitchen. 
5.  Take a group of Junior High and/or High 
School students to a Senior Center or nursing 
home to sing Christmas Carols or any 
selection of songs. 
4.  Have a youth group help pack boxes to 
send to overseas military or their families who 
are waiting for them in the states. 
3.  Distribute R.A.P. coins or cards to a group 
to encourage their patriotism.  Show them 
how rewarding it can be to stand up and sing 
“The National Anthem” or help a veteran rake 
the leaves in his yard. 
2.  Talk to and encourage any group of Junior 
High or High Students about interviewing a 
veteran for the Veteran’s History Project”. 
1.  Remember that the time you volunteer is 
as valuable as the money you donate. 
 
Where to find things: 
www.vfwauxiliary.org for free printable R.A.P 
cards and a link to order coins, applications to 
receive free citations for recognizing youth 
groups, and free printable  
 

 
 
Patriotic Youth Awards 
www.loc.gov/vets for information on the oral 
Veterans History Project, including 
instructions on how to prepare and conduct 
the interviews 

Just because you are reported in a program, 
don’t stop working on activities.  After all, that 
is the purpose of our organization—to serve 
veterans and our communities, to promote 
true patriotism, and to help preserve and 
maintain equal rights, freedom, and justice in 
the United States.  Try following the wise 
words of W. Clement Stone, “Always aim for 
the Moon.  Even if you miss, you’ll land 
among the stars.”  If you do, your dedication 
to our organization will help “Leave A Legacy” 
that will make you proud and last forever.   
 

Have a safe and joyful holiday season. 

Legacy 

“You need not worry 

about how you will be 

remembered. Instead, 

focus on living a life of 

Character, 

Conviction and                                                                                                                          

Compassion 

And your legacy will 

never be forgotten.” 
Dr. Robyn Silverman 
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