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Mary’s Message … 
 

HAPPY 2018!  Hope 
you all enjoyed the holidays 
and time spent with your 

family and loved ones.  I’ve been reading 
about all the wonderful ways our Auxiliaries 
helped make Christmas a little brighter for our 
veterans, and want to thank you for 
remembering them.  If not for our members, 
many would have spent the holidays alone; 
and what you do truly makes a difference.  
Have you ever noticed that when you help 
others, that you feel happy too?  That is a 
side benefit of showing kindness and 
compassion towards others; and in the 
process, you are touching lives and making 
the world a better place.  
 

I want to take this opportunity to 
welcome our newest Auxiliary, Rock Falls 
5418 It was instituted on Veterans Day by 6th 
District President Diana Rudeen, and I can 
tell they are going to go on to do great things 
for our veterans.  They are excited about 
becoming a part of the VFW Auxiliary, and 
their Post, District, and our Department are 
behind them all the way.  Our National 
Recruiter, Marvie Wisniewski, has been 
working with VFW Post 8821 in Chicago to 
form another Auxiliary, and National has 
authorized its institution (which will most likely 
be in January).  We are growing our  
organization, and this is something on which 
we all need to concentrate. 
 

 
These past few months have been 

very busy, and 2017 is a year I will never 
forget.  I’ve traveled almost 12,000 miles 
since July, and been in five different states for 
VFW Auxiliary events--but the ones in Illinois 
have been my most cherished.  Both the 
Midstate and Upstate Luncheons were over 
the top, and I smile every time I think about 
them.  My homecoming in Effingham was well 
attended, and it touched my heart to see so 
many of you turn out for that event.  I have 
also enjoyed just visiting the various Districts 
(and am looking forward to the other eight left 
on my schedule) and being your Department 
Rep at special functions.  Life is good! 
 

 
Our Department has met all the 

requirements for the Circle of Excellence, 
other than membership—that’s always the 
tough one—but I feel confident we will make 
it!  We have already achieved our second 
quarterly goal of 600 members by January 
31st, which is amazing!  I hope you will all 
continue to seek out eligible individuals and 
bring them into our organization, as our next 
quarterly goal is 360 new annual, life, or 
rejoined members.  But the real key here is 
getting our existing members to pay their 
dues, as Membership Co-Chairmen Jolynn 
and Lynn have emphasized.  Please, I ask 
every Auxiliary to do their best to reach that 
100% mark, because that is what it is going to 
take to be successful.  We are currently 
at 88.45%, and we have six more months to 
reach 100% plus one. If the time flies by as 
quickly as the first half of the year, it will be 
here before we know it—so please don’t let 
up on your efforts! We are already making 
plans for celebrating that accomplishment 

 



during the state convention.  We all felt the 
thrill of success last year, and we can do it 
again! 
 

Sadly, I won’t be at our February 
Council Meeting due to a time conflict with the 
Midyear Conference in Nashville.  I really 
would love to be there with all of you, 
especially for the Voice of Democracy and 
Patriot’s Pen Banquet, which is my favorite 
program of the VFW/Auxiliary.  I’m sure 
Susan Parrish will do a great job in filling in 
for me while I am gone, but I am going to 
miss sharing that special time with our 
members. 
 

I will close by again thanking you for 
your membership.  Thank you to the 
Auxiliaries (everybody belongs to one), as 
that is where most of the work gets done.  
Thank you to the Districts, because you are 
the mentors and instructors; and thank to the 
Department Line Officers and Chairman, who 
do so much to make our Department run 
smoothly.  We are a great team, and I 
appreciate all you do. 

Mary 
 

Secretary’s 
Bullet Points 
Terry Ann Calabrese   

 

By the time you read this 
message, the holidays have 
come and gone, and we are 
preparing for the last six months of the VFW 
Auxiliary term. Each year we start out with a 
plan and set our goals by putting all the 
players in place to 
carry us through the 
Auxiliary year. From 
our grassroot level, 
our VFW Auxiliaries 
to Districts and 
District Officers and 
Chairmen to 
Department Officers and Chairmen. Once the 
TEAM is assembled we carry out the working 
of our programs and strive to achieve the 
goals sets by National on Awards as well as 

Department’s Awards for Districts and 
Auxiliaries and individuals too. Each year we 
work towards a GOAL. Whether it is 100% + 
1 in Membership or being 100% reported and 
participated in our programs. We need to 
continue to GROW and an organization and 
strive to do our best and attain the goal(s) set 
for us, as a member, an Auxiliary, a District or 
Department. 
 
How does that saying go … “fail to plan, and 
plan to fail”. To have a successful and 
productive year, you must set goals and 
strive to achieve those goals, without that we 
do not grow as an organization. Whether it be 
the annual Buddy Poppy Drive, fundraising 
for National Military Service to assist our 
veterans and their families, or working on joint 
programs with your VFW, such as Veterans in 
the Classroom or recruit and growing your 
Auxiliaries membership. have a plan and put 
it in motion to reach your goal.   
 
So many times, I hear “why do we have to do 
it by December 31st”? Here is my question to 
you … why not? All functioning Auxiliaries 
have already completed so many projects, 
participated in programs and events … why 
not report it, NOW?  
 
Here is why the December 31st date is 
important in Membership. Our bylaws state 
 
Sec. 104—Members in Good Standing 
● The membership year of the Auxiliary is from January 1 to 
December 31. 

• A member who has paid their dues to December 
31 is in good standing. 
• A member ceases to be in good standing on 
January 1 immediately following the year for which 
dues have 
been paid. 
• A member shall not again be in good standing until 
their dues have been paid for the current year. 
• Dues must be paid by June 30 to remain a 
continuous member. 
• Prior year’s dues may not be paid after July 1. 
• Any member who has not maintained continuous 
membership shall submit an application and be 
accepted in the same manner as a new member. 

○ No admission fee shall be required. 

 

 



• Continuous membership begins again upon 
payment of dues. 
• Date of rejoin starts new continuous membership 
timeline. 

 

That’s why we ask you to pay your dues by 
December 31st, so you remain a continuous 
member and are in good standing. 
 
With the inception of the Circle of Excellence 
requirements, ALL District/Auxiliary Officers 
(President, Secretary and Treasurer) must 
have their dues for the new year paid by the 
December 31st date. 
 
When the Department Chairmen gather 
information to work on their programs for 
each year, they need to develop awards and 
citation deadlines and December 31st and 
April 15th are common deadline dates within 
their respective programs. But also taken in to 
consideration are the National program and 
their required deadlines for Voice of 
Democracy, Patriot’s Pen, Young American 
Creative Patriotic Art and Continuing 
Education, to name a few. 
 
We begin our year on July 1 and end on June 
30, that is the VFW Auxiliary reporting year. 
Following, let’s review ways to be reported 
from the goals the Department Chairmen set 
within their respective programs for 2017-
2018. 
 
Americanism: Your Auxiliary can be 
reported by July 31 each year, by 
sponsoring or attending the 4th of July event; 
sponsor or attend a Flag Day Memorial Day 
event … and reporting it! 
 
Extension: Did your Auxiliary discuss the 
CARE Concept at your Auxiliary meeting? 
Mentor new members? Or use the Healthy 
Auxiliary Tool Kit? If yes, to any of these, you 
can report it! 
 

Hospital: Let’s review our available option in 
the Hospital program to receive credit. 
Hospital Donations: Each Auxiliary is 
assigned a VA Hospital or Veteran’s Home 
where the Illinois VWF Auxiliary has a 

representative at. The goal here is to have 
your Auxiliary support the assigned facility. 
The Hospital Pledge supports the overall 
work all VAVS Reps and Associate Reps 
need for the veterans at their respective 
facility, to purchase comfort items they may 
need, to hold parties and to do the things 
each representative needs to do in their 
facility for our veterans. VA Medical Centers 
all have Canteens where the veterans and 
their families can purchase items they may 
need and/or have meals together. That is 
where the Canteen Books are very valuable 
to the Hospitalized Veterans. After all, the 
work we do is for our veterans! 
 

An Auxiliary can make a monthly donation, 
quarterly donation or yearly pledge. When 
your Auxiliary donation is received by the 
Department Treasurer it will reflect on the 
monthly Donation List and cross referenced 
on the X-Sheet to ensure you’re reported. 
 
Legislative: Promoting the VFW Priority 
Goals, communicating with your legislators on 
veterans’ issues by Personal Contact, Phone 
Calls, Emails, Faxes or Letters, sign up for 
Action Corps, are all ways to promote and 
support this program for our veterans’ rights 
and benefits. Doing one or all the above and 
reporting it means your support our veterans. 
 
Scholarship: The are four (4) parts to this 
program  

1. Continuing Education 
2. Young Creative Patriotic Art Contest 
3. Voice of Democracy 
4. Patriot’s Pen 

If any segment or all of the Scholarship 
programs are discussed at your meeting or 
material delivered to schools, you can report 
it! This will enable the Auxiliaries to receive 
credit (and an “X” on the X-Sheet) in the 
program prior to the Scholarship various 
deadlines. We encourage all Auxiliaries to 
cover each of the programs in their meeting. 
 
Veterans and Family Support: The largest 
of all our programs, there are various ways to 
be reported. Did you fundraise for National 



Veterans Services? Did you fundraise or 
support Unmet Needs, Operation Uplink, or 
MAP? Aid to veterans, active duty military or 
their families? Donate to National Home 
Health & Happiness? Support the VFW 
National Home General Fund? Hold a Buddy 
Poppy Drive? Assist homeless veterans 
program? Promote/participate with Sport Clip 
Help a Hero or Military Family Month? If yes 
to any of these point, report it! 
 
Youth Activities: Did your Auxiliary support a 
Youth Group? Did you encourage the group 
to be/get involved with veterans? Did your 
Auxiliary purchase and/distribute R.A.P. 
coins? Promote the Veterans History Project 
to youths to participate? Did your Auxiliary 
Award Youth Citations to area youth? 
Sponsor a Youth Activities Day? If yes to any 
of these projects, report it and received credit 
for it! 
 
Several years ago, we did away with year-end 
reporting. Now, we ask Auxiliaries and/or 
Districts to report as your complete a 
program, project or event. We have tried to 
make reporting easier with online reporting, 
an Auxiliary can still submit a paper report 
form to the respective chairman via postal 
mail. Please report for your Auxiliary and/or 
District received the credit. By reporting, 
your GOAL is accomplished! Another 
reason to keep in mind on the importance of 
reporting is when the VFW is on Capitol Hill 
fighting for the rights and benefits of our 
veterans, those numbers of hours, dollars and 
volunteers add up to a strong organization. 
Let’s make it count! 
 

Congratulations to Jerry Celletti VFW 

Auxiliary #5418 in Rock Fall, Illinois in the 6th 
District. Thank you to Organizer and 6th 
District President Diana Rudeen for all her 
hard work along with the VFW Post Officers 
to get this Auxiliary up and functioning. They 
have already set out to plan projects for some 
programs and their goal is to have Auxiliary 
participate and report the work when 
completed! 
 

Some 

thank 
yous are in 

order! So, 
pat yourself 
on the back, 
stand up 
and take a bow, listen to the applause and 
most of all THANK YOU for all you are doing 
as a member and an Auxiliary.  
 
Thank you … for being a voice for veterans, 
locally and on Capitol Hill; we are 
instrumental in assisting the VFW pass or 
block legislation that impacts veterans and 
their families. 
 

Thank you … for assembling and mailing 
care packages to active-duty troops. 
 

Thank you … for holding send-off and 
welcome-home events for troops. 
 

Thank you … for spreading the word about 
PTSD and military/veteran suicide 
awareness.  
 

Thank you … for participating in Stand-
Downs and assisting homeless veterans. 
Visiting veterans in VA Hospitals, Nursing 
Homes and Veterans Homes. 
 

Thank you … for offering youth scholarships 
and educating youth about the American 
Flag. 
 

Thank you … for spreading patriotism and 
educating our communities about America’s 
patriotic holidays. 
 

And, THANK YOU for helping to improve the 
lives of our nation’s veterans! It’s because of 
all the great work we do as members of this 
organization to serve the veterans of this 
country and our communities in honor of their 
sacrifices and commitment of every man and 
woman who has served in uniform. 
 

Our goal …  

“Leaving our Legacy” 

 

 



www.vfwauxiliaryil.org 
 

Do your Auxiliary ONLINE reporting on the Department 
of Illinois VFW Auxiliary website! 
A copy of your report goes directly to the respective 
Department Chairman. 

It’s just that easy! 

 
Treasurer’s  
Decimal Points 
Linda Lorenz 
 
 

First, I hope that you all 
had a great holiday season 
and got the chance to visit 
with friends and family.  
 
I have received 
questions from many 
of the Auxiliaries on 
how long it takes for 
a member to receive 
their dues cards after 
paying. The National 
VFW Auxiliary has 
advised that it takes 
approximately 6 – 8 weeks for the dues cards 
to be sent.   
 
We received a ruling from National 
Headquarters pertaining to members 
transferring in to your auxiliary: 

• When a member requests to transfer in to your 
auxiliary, whether they are a life member or an 
annual member, they need to complete an 
application.  

• They must provide the information on their 
eligibility.  

o This means, if their eligibility is under a 
Veteran of your VFW Post and the 
Veteran is living, they need to complete 
the “Post Affiliated” section showing 
their relationship to the Veteran, the 
name of the Veteran and the Veteran’s 
membership number.  

o If the Veteran is deceased or not a 
member of your VFW Post, they are 
considered “Non-Affiliated”. The 

information must then be completed in 
that section and the eligibility 
information of the Veteran must be 
provided. The eligibility information is 
the Campaign medals or ribbons, 
Dates of Service and Location.  

• The application is then presented at your 
Auxiliary meeting. The Investigating Committee 
should review the information and sign the 
application. The Auxiliary will vote to either 
accept or reject the Member.  

• The application should then be sent to the 
Department Treasurer to complete the transfer. 

 
REMINDERS:   

• Your Auxiliary’s 990N was due on 
November 15, 2017 and is for the 
period of July 1, 2016 to June 30, 
2017. IF you have not yet filed this, 
please do so immediately.  

• The fourth quarter Auxiliary audit is 
due by January 31, 2018 for the period 
of October 1, 2017 thru December 31, 
2017. If you are unable to complete 
and submit your audit by the due date, 
you will need to send me an email with 
the reason for the delay and the 
anticipated completion date.  

 
If you need any help or have any questions, 
please feel free to contact me by phone or 
email. I am here to help you.  
 

Mailing address as of September 1, 2017. 
Please send all correspondence and checks 
to: Illinois VFW Auxiliary 

Department Treasurer, Linda Lorenz 
 140 W Ann Street  

Somonauk, IL 60552.  
This will to avoid delays and errors in the mail 
forwarding process.  

 

 

http://www.vfwauxiliaryil.org/


Reports Coordinator 
Tammy Napier 
 
The busy holiday 
season is behind us 
and so is half of the 
“Leaving Our Legacy” 
Auxiliary year.  I hope each of you enjoyed 
the holidays and spent time with your family 
and friends.  Did your Auxiliary host a 
Thanksgiving or Christmas party for the 
veterans?  Did you send care packages to the 
troops or take gifts to the veterans at a VA 
facility or local nursing home?  If so, thank 
you for remembering our veterans. 
 
Even though the reporting deadline to win 
many Department Program Awards has 
passed, now is NOT the time to be lax.  Our 
veterans depend on the good work we do and 
there is still much work to be done. Reporting 
EVERY project your Auxiliary completes not 
only gives the Auxiliary credit for its work, it 
provides valuable statistical data that is 
compiled and reported to the VFW and used 
to show how much our organization is doing 
for our veterans.  Remember, even though it 
is fun to receive awards at the Department 
Convention in June, that recognition is not the 
reason for our Auxiliary's existence.  The 
things we do to support our veterans, military, 
and their families are what we should be the 
most proud of. So, continue working hard and 
report your Auxiliary's accomplishments. 
Remember the words of American 
entrepreneur, author and motivational 
speaker, Jim Rohn, “All good men and 
women must take responsibility to create 
legacies that will take the next generation to a 
level we could only imagine.” 

 
 

A Recipe for a Happy New Year!  

Anonymous 
Take twelve fine, full-grown months; see that 
these are thoroughly free from old memories of 
bitterness, rancor and hate, cleanse them 
completely from every clinging spite; pick off all 
specks of pettiness and littleness; in short, see 
that these months are freed from all the past—
have them fresh and clean as when they first 
came from the great storehouse of Time. 
 
Cut these months into thirty or thirty-one equal 
parts. Do not attempt to make up the whole batch 
at one time (so many persons spoil the entire lot 
this way) but prepare one day at a time. 
 
Into each day put equal parts of faith, patience, 
courage, work (some people omit this ingredient 
and so spoil the flavor of the rest), hope, fidelity, 
liberality, kindness, prayer, meditation, rest 
(leaving this out is like leaving the oil out of the 
salad dressing—don’t do it), and one well-
selected resolution. 
 
Put in about one teaspoonful of good spirits, a 
dash of fun, a pinch of folly, a sprinkling of play, 
and a heaping cupful of good humor. 
 

 

Extension 
Janet Long 
 

All the excitement and busy 
time of the holidays is past, 
and I hope all enjoyed time 
with your loved ones.   
 
Once again, we need to 
turn our endeavors to our 
organization to working our programs and 
helping our veterans.  Take a look at the “X” 
sheet and donation sheet to see if you’re 
Auxiliary has completed and reported all that 

 

 

 

 



is expected of them, if not, then now is the 
time to get busy and get it done. 
 
Reflect back on 2017 – has your Auxiliary 
accomplished all the plans you made in the 
beginning of the year?  NO – then you need 
to take another look and reestablish your 
goals.  You as a member of the Auxiliary 
need to reflect on what you have done to help 
you need to ask yourself  

✓ Did I participate in any Auxiliary sponsored 
activities? 

✓ Did I volunteer to chair an event or be a 
committee member? 

✓ Did I volunteer to be a mentor and guide of a 
new member? 

✓ Did I support community efforts through 
volunteering? 

✓ Did I recognize a member by saying “good job” 
and/or thank you? 

✓ Did I sign up “just one” new member? 
✓ Did I make a difference in the life of a member 

or a veteran? 
 
I have received several reports with the 
statement “I don’t know what to do with the 
CARE Concept of the extension program: 
 

C – Catch the member when they first join 

A – Ask them to participate 

R – Remember what it felt like to be new 

E – Engage them in a program that fits them. 

 
I remember when I first joined the Auxiliary as 
I sat there looking around at all these older 
women, I wondered what I had gotten myself 
into (Remember what it felt liked to be new).  
After I was accepted and welcomed, one of 
the ladies took it upon herself to help me 
learn the traditions and ways of our 
organization (Catch the member when they 
first join).  She was chairman of the 
community activities program and invited me 
to work with her (engage them in a program 
that fits them). She asked me to help with a 
fundraiser (ask them to participate).  By 
mentoring me she set me on the right path to 
becoming a valued member of my Auxiliary 
and our organization.  By setting up and 
working a mentoring committee you can 

accomplish the CARE concept.  If you cannot 
get a mentoring committee working you can 
at least discuss this concept in your meeting. 
 
While I am about mentoring, there is an 
award of a special National President’s Coin 
to one member in each Department who 
demonstrates the best mentoring in his/her 
Auxiliary and/or Department (Nomination form 
required.)  Form can be found on Department 
of Illinois website under extension program.  
Also on mentoring – there will be a citation to 

one Auxiliary in each Department that 
implements the CARE Mentoring Program or 
some other mentoring program. (Nomination 
form required).   
 
Other National Awards: Catch the Dream for 
Our Veterans Keepsake to one member in 
each Department who assists in revitalizing 
his/her Auxiliary and who uses the Healthy 
Auxiliary materials.  One nomination from 
each Department Chief of Staff is due by 
March 31, 2018, to National Headquarters. 
 
Catch the Dream for Our Veterans Citation 
to one Auxiliary in each Department that best 
used publicity, i.e. radio/TV/social media, in 
forming their Auxiliary or revitalizing their 
Auxiliary.  One nomination from each 
Department Chief of Staff is due by March 31, 
2018, to National Headquarters. 
 

 



 

In order for me to have these forms into 
National Headquarters, I must have them 
in my hands NO later than March 1, 2018.  
Once again – all these forms can be found 
under the Extension Program on the 
Department website.   
 
There are other Department, District and 
Auxiliary awards listed in the Department 
Program Book.  Check them out and please 
pay strict attention to the Deadline dates for 
all these awards.  You do the work you need 
to receive recognition. 
 

 
President Pins 

Susan Rolando 

 
We have a lot of 
pins to sell!!  If you 
or your Auxiliary 
have not received 
our Department President Mary’s pins, please 
contact your District President or myself.  We will 
get them to you as soon as possible.   
 
As I have mentioned before, there are still some 
Districts I have not heard from.  Please do not 
hold on to any checks.  Send them to me so that I 
can get them recorded and forwarded on to our 
Department Treasurer. Checks are to be made 
payable to Dept. of IL VFW Auxiliary; earmarked 
“President’s Pins” and mailed to:   
 

Susan Rolando 
27836 McClusky Rd 

Jerseyville, IL  62052 

srolando@frontier.com 
(618) 946-9907  

 

I hope you and your family had a very Merry 
Christmas and wishing you a Happy and  
Healthy New Year!!! 
 

Graves Registration 
 Linda Armstrong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I pray you all have had a wonderful holiday 
season.   
 
As of my last report you have notified me of 51 
deaths throughout our great state.  I was only able 
to mail 35 cards due to lack of information 
received.   
 
Please continue to report to me so all our 
members can be properly recognized.  I will 
continue to receive your notices to the end of 
May.  This will give me time to formulate the 
information for our Memorial service that will be 
held at the 2018 Annual Convention in June. 
 
Thank you for the great job you are doing. 
 

 

Down State Luncheon  
honoring  
Department President  
Mary Spindler 
Hosted by Districts 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 17 
Saturday, March 24th, 2018 at 1:00 p.m. 
At the Mattoon VFW Post #4325 
1220 South 19th Street 
Mattoon, Illinois 
Ticket $15.00 (deadline to order 3/15/18) 
Ticket Chairman: Laura Knackstedt 
No tickets will be sold at door. 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:srolando@frontier.com
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Americanism 
Paula DeDoncker 

 

I hope this issue of the 
Dog Tag finds 
everyone happy and healthy in the New Year, 
following a few weeks of holiday festivities!! 
 
First, I need to say, or rather shout THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU. We asked, and you 
delivered. Your achievements so far, this year 
enabled the Department to be 100% reported in 
both Americanism and the Family Freedom 
Festival portion of the X sheet by our targeted 
goal of Dec 31st. 
The reports on Family Freedom Festivals that 
have already been held are amazing, and 
upcoming plans sound very promising. It’s our 
involvement in our communities that gives us the 
opportunity to put our best feet forward and 
promote our Auxiliaries and the many programs 
we have. If your Auxiliary is experiencing 
challenges regarding the hosting of a Festival, 
check with your District Chairman. There may be 
another Auxiliary that could benefit from your 
support. 

 
 
On January 15th we celebrate a visionary for the 
American people, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. His 
tireless efforts to win civil rights for all people 
through nonviolent means, has heralded him as a 
great American leader. Since his assassination in 
1968, memorial services have marked his 
birthday on Jan 15th. In 1968, the third Monday of 
January was marked as a National Holiday to 
celebrate him.  
 
Moving forward let’s remember it’s always 
important to continue reporting our efforts. The 
Coloring, Poster, and Essay contest deadlines will 
be here before you know it. I’m excited to see and 
read the fruits of our little ones’ labors! 

Institution & Installation  
of NEW VFW Auxiliary to  

PFC Ted Stempien VFW #8821  
Chicago, IL - District 3 

Saturday January 27, 2018 
3:00pm 

Please join us in welcoming  
our newest members and Officer  

to the Department of Illinois VFW Auxiliary 
Instituting Officer Mary Spindler 

Installing Officer Marvie Wisniewski 
 

5104 S. Archer Avenue  
Chicago, IL 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

February Council of 
Administration & 

Voice of Democracy 
Banquet 

 
The February Council of 
Administration Meeting and 
Voice of Democracy Banquet will be held February 9-11, 
2018 at the President Abraham Lincoln, A Doubletree by 
Hilton Hotel, 701 East Adams Street, Springfield, Illinois 
62701. To make a reservation for the February, you may call 
the hotel directly at (217) 544-8800 and give them our group 
code: VOD. Or you may reserve a room online – go to VFW 
IL website at www.vfwil.org, click on the link for General 
Orders, scroll down and click on the link for the February 
Council of Administration & Voice of Democracy. Reservation 
form will be posted on vfwauxiliaryil.org. Hotel Reservation 
deadline January 17, 2018. 
 
VOICE OF DEMOCRACY BANQUET: The State of Illinois 
VFW will be celebrating its Annual Voice of Democracy 
Banquet on Saturday, February 10, 2018 at the President 
Abraham Lincoln Springfield - a DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel. 
Tickets are available for $35 per person. Tickets may be 
ordered online by donating at http://vfwil.org/ – and allocating 
the funds to Voice of Democracy Banquet. You may also call 
State Headquarters (217) 529-6688. 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

 

 

 



National Certified 
Recruiter Trainer 
Marvie Wisniewski  
 

Keeping 

Members 

active … 

 
Many 
organizations 
lose members as 
fast as they 
recruit them. 
There are 
common 
problems we all have in keeping members 
involved and active. Here are some typical 
ones: 

• The organization’s meetings are long 
and boring 

• Members do little other than to listen to 
leaders talk 

• A small clique has all the power and 
does not encourage others to get 
involved 

• Members are not valued and are never 
thanked or praised for the work they do 

• Members feel useless or frustrated 

• The organization has no projects that 
members can be involved in 

• Members feel that they are getting 
nothing out of the organization. 

 
People usually join an organization because 
they want to do something for their 
community and/or in our case, veterans and 
their families. But they also want something 
out of being a member. You should find out 
what motivates members and make sure you 
manage them so that they stay motivated and 
involved. Members are usually motivated by: 

• Feeling that they are valued by the 
organization and making a contribution 

• Opportunities to learn new skills or get 
education about issues that interest 
them 

• Working on issues that will improve 
their lives or the lives of their families 
and communities 

• Feeling part of a team 

• Activities that entertain them or add to 
their social life 

• Rewards in terms of status, personal 
development or access to employment 
opportunities. 

 
Here are some of the things you should do to 
keep members motivated and involved: 

• Do an introductory induction workshop 
for all new members so they 
understand the organization and its 
work 

• Welcome and introduce all new 
members at the beginning of each 
meeting 

• Run regular education and 
development sessions for all members 
- either as part of regular meetings or 
in special workshops 

• Encourage members to get involved in 
projects and campaigns 

• Give people responsibilities and tasks 
and team them up with experienced 
members - they will feel useful and 
valued 

• Thank people and praise them in 
meetings for work done 

• Structure your meetings so that they 
are exciting, and everyone gets a 
chance to participate 

• Organize social events for members 
such as picnics, parties and outings 

• Leaders should spend time talking with 
members and getting to know them 

“It’s AMAZING 
what we can 
ACCOMPLISH 

when we’re in it 
TOGETHER” 

 

 



Membership / Leadership 
 

JoLynn 
Altvatter 

Chairman 
 

Lynn Smith 
Co-Chairman 

 

 

 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! A new year full of 
promise. Many of us make resolutions but we 
tend to break them. One resolution we should 
all consider unbreakable is the Golden Rule 
“Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you”. We are all fragile in one way 
or another and want to be treated kindly, but 
we must do so in return. 
 
You have been doing a great job in 
membership. The “Casino for a Cause” is 
operating at full 
capacity and 
hopefully by the time 
you read this we will 
have reached our 
second goal and are 
recruiting toward our 
third goal of 360 
new/rejoined 
members by April 
30th. YOU are our best examples and the 
greatest tool for recruiting by constantly 
demonstrating all we do for our veterans, our 
communities and our children. Remember to 
ASK everyone you meet if they are eligible to 

join, possibly they are looking for a way to pay 
it forward.  
 
Aside from recruiting, we really need to focus 
on retaining our current members. Many of 
them wait until December 31st but that date is 
loooong past. If they are unpaid, they are not 
in good standing with the main disadvantage 
being unable to get a Cancer Grant if needed 
until their 2018 dues are paid. As we said in 
our December eblast, personal contact with 
those who are in arrears is necessary as is 
making them feel valued. They are members 
and not just someone to hound to pay their 
dues or support our Auxiliaries; they are so 
much more than that. 
 
Regarding transfer members, please read the 
“Treasurer’s Decimal Points” explaining the 
current Official Ruling made by National 
President Dee Guillory on November 30, 
2017. 
 
You have proved us wrong on several 
occasions when we doubted we would meet 
our goals and do “a little better” than last year 
and we thank you. Please, keep up your good 
work. 
 

Save 

the 

Date 

 

National President Dee Guillory 
makes Official Visit to Illinois 

Friday, April 20-21, 2018 
 

Department President Mary along with the 
members of Illinois’ VFW Auxiliary are excited 
to host festivities for our National President 
Dee Guillory. Further details of the visit will be 
forthcoming.  
 

  

Readjust 

Refocus 

Reset 

Restart 

AS MANY TIMES AS 

YOU NEED TO 



 
Recruiter Training Seminar 

National Certified Recruiter  
Marvie Wisniewski 

 Recruiter Training Seminar  

Saturday, February 10th, 2018 at C of A 

ALL are INVITED to attend!  

Attendance Prizes!  

Come one Come ALL! 
 

 Hospital 
 
 

Debbie Gard 
Co-Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
Mercie Woolfolk 
Chairman 
  

The autumn leaves have shown their 
beautiful capabilities. Our Department of 
Illinois VFW Auxiliary Line Officers have been 
none stop in making their official visits to 
Illinois VA Hospitals and Illinois Veterans 
Homes. Our volunteers, Auxiliaries and 
Hospital Representatives have also been 
equally dedicated to providing service and 
comfort to our veterans under the Hospital 
program. We are 87% reported at November 
30, 2017. 
 
On November 17th, our Department 
President, Mary Spindler explored Edward 
Hines Jr. VA Hospital. Pictured from left to 
right are Mercie Woolfolk, Hospital 
Chairman/Hines- VAVS Representative, 

Volunteer 
Sandy 
Rosen, 
Mary 
Spindler, 
Melissa 
Winters 
Director 

Voluntary Services (tour planner), and Debbie 
Gard Hospital Co-Chairman. Mary toured 
Hines amazing Women Health Clinic, Spinal 
Cord and Blind Units and Fisher House while 
stopping to thank veterans for their services. 
 
Jesse Brown VA Medical Center on 
November 20th was Mary next stop. From left 
to right are Department President Mary 
Spindler, Patrick Gleason Director of 
Voluntary Services (tour planner), Joanne 
York 
Jesse 
Brown 
VAVS 

Representative and Mercie Woolfolk Hospital 
Chairman. We had an interesting meeting 
with the Hospital Director Marc Magill and 
toured Women Health Clinic, Women & Men 
Clothing Rooms, Transition Care 
Management unit and visited with veterans on 
different floors. 
 
Our Department VFW Auxiliary Jr. Vice 

President 
Billie 
Guthals 
made her 
official 
visits to 
Quincy 
Veterans 
Home in 

October 2017 (no picture available) and 
LaSalle Veterans Home on November 7th. 
From left to right are Linda Patterson Deputy 
Representative, Billie Guthals, Susan Scully 
LaSalle Administrator, Gerri Anderson 

 

 



Representative and Mercie Woolfolk Hospital 
Chairman. It was a joy to thank the veterans 
for their service and the veterans were 
equally grateful for all we do for them.  
    
Veterans Voices Writing Project (VVWP) 
Once in the doctor’s office, the prescription 
given to a patient was for daily walks in the 
park or forest for a couple of weeks and come 
back for a follow up visit. Surprise, the patient 
felt well mentally and physically. 
 
 I thought what a Bedside Chat to share 
regarding the Veterans Voices Writing 
Project. This writing program has been found 
to be therapeutic for our veterans. We can 
help our Veterans feel better by inspiring 
them to exercise their voice box and share a 
memory. There are many other ways to assist 
our veterans, e.g. being a good listener, 
taking notes, writing letters or emailing their 
final story or poem. The Voices Writing 
Project (VVWP) began by encouraging 
veterans to write and several years later 
introduced the Veterans’ Voices Magazine to 
publish the veterans’ writings. Since its 
inception, volunteers have put in many hours 
healing veterans with constant support of the 
Veterans Voices Writing Project. Volunteers 
can work as a writing aide or group leader for 
VVWP anywhere—a public library meeting 
room, community center or a church, VFW 
Post and the local medical facility. The cost 
for an annual subscription (three issues) is 
$25 minimum. For information regarding the 
Fall 2017 Commemorative issue of 
Veterans’ Voices magazine and redesign 
of VVWP website can be found at 
www.veteransvoices.org. 
 
As we enter the New Year, below are 
opportunities for planning entertaining 
activities at Facilities for our veterans and 
seek volunteers to help.  
 

➢ Month of January – New Year Celebration 
➢ February 2018 – Super Bowl Party 
➢ February 13, 2018 – Mardi Gras Party 
➢ February 14, 2018 – Valentine’s Day 
➢ February 17, 2018 – Random Acts of Kindness Day 
➢ March 17, 2018 – St. Patrick’s Day 

➢ March 30, 2018 – Easter Egg Hunt for Children 
➢ Month of April – VA Volunteers Recognition 

 
Please read my December article in the 
Illinois VFW News for other information about 
the Hospital Program. Thanks for all you do 
for our Veterans.   
 
Happy New Year as we celebrate our 
awesome “Leaving Our Legacy” year. 

 

 

Illiana VA Medical Center  
Danville, IL 
VAVS Representative Deb Gard 
 

The Baby Shower was held on December 
5th at 1 pm in the SAR. Remember this is no 
longer reported under Hospital but rather 
under Veterans and Family Services. Thank 
You for all the donations. We had 15 families 
registered for this event. Thank you to the 
volunteers, who help to set up and load the 
gifts for our veteran mothers. This was the 
first Baby shower for several of our Women 
Veterans. 
 
On December 16th we held a Christmas Party 
in the SAR. Donations and volunteers always 
needed to assist with transport and 
distributing refreshments. We had a 
Christmas Bingo with special prizes (VFW 
Blankets, Hooded Sweat Shirts).  
 
Coats, gloves, scarves, and stocking caps are 
in big demand. The clothing room also is 
looking for flannel shirts (L, XL, 2XL, 3XL) 
boots (sizes 8 to 14), jeans (sizes 30 waist to 
44) various inseams, and sweaters. 
 
Socks, full-sized shampoos, lotions, 
toothpaste, stick deodorants, puzzle books, 
adult color books, color-pencils, pens and 
other items are needed.  These are provided 
for our Homeless Veterans each week and 
Bingo Prizes twice each month. 
 
We are in need of volunteers to assist once a 
month with different services for our veterans. 
Can anyone from your Post and/or Auxiliary 
give an hour of your time? Contact the 

http://www.veteransvoices.org/


Volunteer’s Office to register as a volunteer. If 
your Post and/or Auxiliary wish to sponsor an 
activity please contact me, I want to help and 
be sure you get the credit. 
 
THANK YOU FOR ALL THE DONATIONS 
YOU SEND TO CARE FOR OUR 
VETERANS!!! 
 
Happy Holidays to all and a wonderful New 
Year! 
 

 

Edward Hines Jr. VA Hospital 
Hines, IL 
VAVS Representative Mercie Woolfolk  
 
Soon, we will be blanketed with snow as the 
winter season has arrived. In the meantime, 
our volunteers continue to provide services to 
our veterans. The veterans in the Community 
Living Center are often graced with many 
cultural events.  During the Holiday season, 
the following Auxiliaries held special events. 
 

October 23rd, Our VAVS Representative held 
a combined Halloween and Thanksgiving 
Bingo Party 
for 31 
veterans. 
The “Thank 
You Cups” 
with 
enclosed 
goodies 
were well 
received 
and all had an enjoyable time. 
 
On October 31st, Bartlett Post & Auxiliary 

#11081 
sponsored 
the 
Halloween 
Fall 
Festival for 
the 
veterans. 
The nine 
members 

prepared gifts for 50 veterans. Manicure 

services were on hand for veterans’ use. 
What a wonderful function and all had a great 
time. 
On November 28th 
Rhine Post & 
Auxiliary #2729 
held their annual 
Holiday Bingo Party. 
The 19 members 
delivered cheer to 
the veterans with 
game prizes and 
laughter. 
 
Department 
President 
Official Visit  
On November 
17th, Department 
VFW Auxiliary 
President, Mary 
Spindler had her 
official visit to 
Hines and toured 
Women Health 
Clinic, Spinal 
Cord Injury and Blind units and Fisher House. 
The tour was informative and pleasing to see 
the care taken for our hospitalized veterans. 
Inside the Fisher House are from left to right 
are Sandy Rosen Volunteer, Debbie Gard 
Hospital Co-Chairman, Mary Spindler 
Department President, Mercie Woolfolk 
Hospital Chairman and VAVS Hines 
Representative and our brilliant guide Melissa 
Winters Chief Voluntary Services.  
 
Christmas Distribution Day 
Thanks to our Volunteers who came on 
Monday, December 10th to Hines and help 
with the Christmas distribution to all veterans.  
 
Annual Song-A-Ton 
On December 17th, the well anticipated Song-
A-Ton was held. This is caroling throughout 
the Hospital. The Song-A-Ton is coordinated 
by Diane Ahrens, President VFW Auxiliary 
2298.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Dignified Departure Program Update 
The out pour of help to get 3’ x 5’ American 
Flags for Hines Dignified Departure Program 
has been overwhelming.  We collected over 
140 flags and commitments for more.  The 
flags are used to honor the veteran at time of 
death during a brief processional and then 
given to the family.  Special thanks to 
Auxiliaries 7452, 5815, 1197, 8018, 11081 
and 7446 and 19th District Past Presidents 
for your generous donation. Our goal is to 
collect 300 flags. Please let me know when 
you can help at merciew1046@att.net.  
 
Drivers Needed 
Afternoon shuttle drivers are needed for 
Hines parking lots.  The shuttle drivers take 
veterans back and forth from their cars to the 
main lobby. If you are interested, please 
contact Voluntary Service, 708-202-2523.  
 
DAV Veterans Transportation Network need 
volunteers to pick up veterans from their 
homes using a DAV vehicle and bring them to 
their appointments at Hines. You do not have 
to be a DAV member to qualify but need a 
valid driver’s license and pass the physical 
exam by Occupational Health. Again, contact 
Voluntary Service at 708-202-2523 if 
interested. 
 
2018 Parking Tags Available 
Volunteers 2018 Parking Tags are available 
in the Voluntary Service Office as of 
December 1st. The Parking Tag is available 
to each volunteer, each year and can be used 
on multiple cars. A tag will be replaced if 
broken only and returned to Voluntary Service 
office. 
 
Sexual Harassment 
Hines is very clear that Sexual Harassment is 
against the Law and have issued the 
following in their “The Volunteer’s Heartbeat” 
newsletter. 
 
You need to know that 

• Generally, unwelcome sexual advances, 
requests for sexual favors, and other 
verbal/non-verbal or physical conduct of 

a sexual nature constitute sexual 
harassment when: 
o Submission to such conduct is made 

either explicitly or implicitly a term or 
condition of employment. 

o Submission to or rejection of such 
conduct by an individual is used as a 
basis for employment decisions 
affecting that individual. 

o Such conduct has the purpose or 
effect of unreasonably interfering with 
an individual’s work performance or 
creating an intimidating, hostile, or 
offensive working environment. 

 
What to do if you are the victim of sexual 
harassment 

• Tell the harasser that the behavior is 
unwelcome. 

• Keep a record of any instances of 
harassment such as dates, place, time, 
comments, your responses, and 
witnesses. Also keep a record of 
follow-up actions. 

• Ask co-workers if they observed the 
behavior or are aware of similar 
behavior. 

• If the harasser is your supervisor, 
inform a higher-level supervisor. 

• Contact an EEO Counselor, the 
Federal Women’s Program Manager, 
the EEO Manager or the Human 
Resources Management Office within 
45 days of the incident. 

 

 

Jesse Brown VA Medical Center 
Chicago, IL 
VAVS Representative, Joanne York 
 

Now that the holidays are over please don't 
forget our veterans. 
 
The Stand Down at the Northwest Armory 
was once again a success.  Over 600 
veterans were served at a cost of over 
$2,000.00.  They were served a hot breakfast 
sandwich like an Egg McMuffin, juice and 
coffee.  Lunch was baked chicken, potatoes 
and vegetables. They were also given bags of 
food to last them several days.  They also 



received clothes and other items donated to 
the hospital for the Stand Down.  There were 
volunteers providing them other help as 
needed.  Thank you to those that helped by 
volunteering or donating items. 
 
The USA Report had an unfavorable article 
about the VA.  Mr. Marc Magill, our Medical 
Center Director, was happy to say that we are 
not on the list.  He did have to fire a couple of 
employees and if they go to the press and the 
press wants to talk to him, he will not say no 
comment.  He will tell it like it is. 
 
Coming in 2018 Jesse Brown VAMC is going 
SMOKELESS; Mr. Magill is not waiting for the 
law to be passed.  He feels it is very important 
to have the hospital smokeless Second-Hand 
Smoke free, not only for the patients, but 
staff, volunteers and visitors.  Mr. Magill has 
his own Facebook page where he did a video 
about Joe, who was a smoker. He asked us 
to share it with everyone.  So, if you are on 
Facebook take a look at it. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers.  Would 
you like to be a Red Coat Ambassador?  You 
will monitor different entrances and exits 
where you will be active and interact with 
those in need, either Veterans or Visitors.  
Should a person need help finding where they 
need to be, you will direct them.  Commitment 
4-5 hours one day per week between 7am-
4:30pm Monday - Friday.  Questions, please 
call 312-569-6109 or contact 
Patrick.Gleason@va.gov, We need 4-5 
people per shift.  Perhaps you or your 
Auxiliary members or friends might like to 
volunteer for a shift together. 
 
Upcoming events at the hospital 
February 8 -VAVS Winter Sale, 8am-2:00pm, 
food pantry area.   
February 14th should be our Salute to 
Veterans Party.  The veterans will have lunch 
and there will be entertainment. 
 

 

Marion VA Medical Center 
Marion, IL 
VAVS Representative, Lori Crites 

 
Thank you to the Centralia VFW Auxiliary 
#2055!  They are a relatively new group that 
is coming to the Marion VA.  I received a call 
with some VERY good news that they wanted 
to share.  While shopping at a Shoe 
Sensation, they began to talk to one of the 
management employees and explained that 
they went to the VA to visit and play bingo 
with the patients.  They walked out of the 
store with 30 pairs of socks for the patients!  
Their Auxiliary collected sweat suits and zip 
up jackets for them also!!  I know they will 
appreciate these items!!   
 
Also, Thank you to 
the Marion 
Auxiliary #1301 
Youth Group for 
the wonderful and 
very colorful 
pictures!  They 
colored pictures for 
all the veterans to 
hang in their rooms!  
These young people are setting a wonderful 
example!   
 
Another Thank you goes to the Marion VFW 
Auxiliary #1301 for all the help with 
decorating at Marion VA!  We always have 
fun and plenty of laughs!! We had some extra 
help from my nephew Gabriel, my grand-
daughter Taylor, and my grandson Dexter 
(who did not want his picture taken)!  We 
need to get the children involved so they 
understand what we are doing and why.   I 
know Herrin/Marion Auxiliaries are planning 
their New Year’s Eve party for the end of 
December and they will have lots of fun 
playing bingo!   
 
And still another 
Thank you goes 
to Eldorado 
VFW Auxiliary 
#3479!  They 
had a food drive 
and collected 
over 400 items 
for the food bank and over $300 for the 

 

 



Voluntary Services to purchase items needed!  
I didn’t know I could get so much into my 
Jeep!   
 
Try not to get too stressed with the Holidays 
and Keep up the good work!!!! 
 
Here are some of the items needed for the 
Marion VA Medical Center: 
Ongoing  

 Non-perishable food for hospice family 
members and food bank 

 Bounce or Gain Dryer Sheets 

 Gain Pods    

 Gain Fireworks (pebbles)  

 Gas Cards - Various dollar amounts (5, 
10, & 20’s)  

 I Pod Nano (Apple quit making these 
so any that you can find, -let me know!) 

 

 

Cpt. James A. Lovell Federal Health Care 
Center 
North Chicago, IL 
VAVS Representative Judy Patterson 
 
The New Year is here. We have done great 
things for the veterans, their families and our 
expecting Mothers. 
 
I want to Thank all the Auxiliaries for their 
generous donations; every dollar you sent 
helps our veterans in many different ways. It 
may be a cup of coffee and a donut, a warm 
coat, a delicious meal or Bingo and prizes of 
money or canteen books and some goodies. 
 
The month of October. There were a lot of 
activities.  There were bingos, Re-Creation 
Concert in Bourke Hall. A Fall Harvest Party, 
and a Fall Halloween dance, along with 
Bingos from several different Organizations. 
The PYSD Group was taken to Golden Corral 
for dinner. 
 
The month of November: We celebrated the 
Birthday of the United States Marine Corp., 
242 years. There was a cake cutting and the 
Oldest Marine in the Complex will get the first 
piece of cake (she does not like cake). There 
was a remembrance of Veterans Day 

(sometimes they have a veteran that was a 
POW and he speaks about his experiences). 
The Green Homes were served a full 
Thanksgiving Dinner, along with Eggnog, 
pumpkin pie and other goodies. There was a 
4-piece band playing music from the 30’s and 
40’s.  There was a Holiday Shop that the 
veterans can shop for their loved one for 
Christmas. The veterans are taken to Golden 
Corral for lunch. And, the veterans play bingo 
with several different organizations.   
 
The month of December.  There were a lot of 
parties given with gifts and music.  
The VFW collects items that the veterans like 
or need. They are delivered by  
Santa and Mrs. Claus, Elves, the ROTC and 
VFW & Auxiliary. members.  They sing 
Christmas songs; have their picture taken 
with a Marine, Navy, or Army Officers. There 
were also concerts put on for the veterans 
during the month 
 
January is a slower month; the veterans are 
resting from all the Holiday Parties and 
festivities.  We will have bingos, pie socials 
and day trips out to lunch.  Martin Luther King 
Jr. day will be celebrated on January 15th.  
      
There are many special days in February; 
Ground Hog Day, Super Bowl, Lincoln’s 
Birthday, Valentine’s Day and President’s 
Day. The veterans will be watching the Super 
Bowl on February 4th and rooting their team 
on while having chips, dips, crackers with 
sausage and cheese.  They will have 
pennants in their team’s colors to cheer them 
on. On February 14th the veterans in the 
nursing home will have a social with music, 
dancing, singing, and cake, punch and or a 
small meal.  The veterans enjoy these 
activities. 
 
The veterans are very appreciative of all that 
our volunteers do. But to keep helping them, I 
need donations. I would like to thank all the 
Auxiliaries who have donated money to my 
account. 
 



All the volunteers and veterans at Capt. 
James A Lovell FHCC thank you for all that 
you do and wish you a Happy New Year.   
 

 

Jefferson Barracks 
St. Louis, MO 
VAVS Associate Representative Emma Weinhoff 
Associate Deputy Shirley Allers 
 
Shirley Allers and I hope you and your family 
had a very merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year.  
 
The construction at JB is moving toward 
completion, so parking should be a bit easier 
this year.  The van will continue to pick up 
folks from the parking area and take you to 
your appointments. 
 
The washer, dryer and tv have been installed 
and are in use. The bowling alley has been 
remodeled.  They need lightly used or 
new bowling shoes.  The old ones are worn 
out and need to be replaced. This is our 
special project for the New Year; please send 
donations to the Department Treasurer 
earmarked JB bowling shoes, if you can. 
 
Coming events: 
December was Christmas tree lighting and 
Christmas Gift Shop. 
 
JB will be sponsoring a Creative Arts Festival 
(date to be announced).  The beautiful arts 
and crafts works done by our veterans are 
amazing. 
February 14th will be our National Salute 
Luncheon in JB Gym.  We (Department. of 
Illinois VFW Auxiliary) will be providing cakes 
for dessert. A sweet thought for Valentine’s 
Day. Thank you for making this activity 
possible. 
 

 

John Cochran 
St. Louis, MO 
VAVS Associate Representative Linda Culver 
Associate Deputy Kathy Conn 

 
Submitted by Kathy Conn 

 

Hello from John Cochran. Yes, we are still 
here and trying to work for our veterans. As 
you know, Linda Culver lost her husband, and 
I’ve been sick, and before that I planned on 
writing our report, but I would remember it too 
late to get it into the paper. Okay, enough of 
why you haven’t heard from us and let you 
know what we have been doing. I’ll try to give 
you a summary. 
 
For Easter we brought little praying bears that 
said “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the 
Lord my soul to keep, your love be with me 
through the night and wake me with the 
morning light. Amen.” As we left their rooms 
they were still smiling and pushing the button 
to hear it again. We also went to a nursing 
home in Collinsville and an Assisted Living 
facility and gave them out; they loved it also. 
Two days of making people smile.  
 
On Valentine’s Day, we gave out over 1,000 
valentines made by school students and other 
gifts. 
 
On Veteran’s Day we gave out over 3,000 
Veterans Day cards made by grade school 
students. We also passed out pins and 
beautiful blankets and knit hats. 
 
In July we bought patriotic shirts saying 
“U.S.A” and some had a flag (all different 
colors and sizes). We were not able to give 
them out in July, so we will give them out in 
December. You can be patriotic any day! 
In August, we went to the Women’s Ward that 
helps women with female problems. 
Sometimes they feel uncomfortable waiting 
for tests or appointments with not very much 
on. They really love the robes that they are 
given to wear, but of course, that costs 
money. We are going to donate money for 
these robes. If you are interested in giving, 
you just must write it specially on your check 
for it to go to women’s robes. We are starting 
to meet a younger group of veterans in the 
hospital who have young children. I think we 
are going to have to come up with a donation 
for something for the kids to keep them 
occupied. They can be at the hospital for a 
long time for a child. 



 
I don’t know if that will affect some of you or 
not, just a thought. We still support our 
homeless veterans and lately we have 
dropped off a lot of donations. We appreciate 
all your donations.  Thank you for your 
donations. You help all the volunteers do 
what they do. You share in that blessing. It’s 
getting colder. Getting donations of coats, 
gloves, hats and scarves would be 
appreciated. Let’s keep our veterans warm 
and we can warm their hearts also. 
 
Sorry it’s been so long hearing from us at 
John Cochran VA Medical Center. Hopefully, 
it won’t be a long time before you hear from 
us again. But, we’ll do our very best to carry 
on and help our veterans. 
 
God Bless You. 
 

 

William S. Middleton VA,  
Madison, WI 

Associate Representative Betty Lundvall 
Associate Deputy Fern Peck 
 

Greetings from William S Middleton Memorial 

Veterans Hospital, Madison, Wisconsin. 

 

The Holidays are over, the decorations have 
been put away, some the toys are broken, 
and game and puzzle pieces are lost.  All we 
get to look forward to now, is dark, dreary 
weather, snow, and having nothing to do.  
WRONG!  What a better way to bring joy and 
a smile to your life than to visit a veteran in a 
nursing home or hospital.  This visit can make 
your day worthwhile, I know. 
My energetic VFW Auxiliary President, my 
Deputy, and I visited the patients at Madison 
one Monday.  What made this day special for 
me was all the information I gave you last 
time, was verified repeatedly.  
  
I maintain 24% of Madison’s patients come 
from Northern Illinois.  Well, on this day, 
approximately 70% of the patients we visited 
were from Illinois.  No, we did not talk to every 
in-patient, they were either sleeping, being 
tested or being evaluated by a physician.  

When we see this many patients from Illinois, 
I know Illinois VFW Aux does make a 
difference at this hospital. 
  
As usual, none of us could get a complaint 
about the care or treatment from the patients 
or their visitors. This goes for in-patient as 
well as outpatient clinic patients. 
  
I have said patients are treated and released 
as soon as the physician see fit.  There was a 
person from Northern Illinois who had a 
malignant brain tumor removed on Thursday.  
He was scheduled to be discharge on 
Tuesday. He was up and about and talking; to 
me, he was able to be discharged, not too 
sure his wife was ready to take him home.  
This hospital does believe in early discharges.   
  
For some crazy reason, I kept meeting the 
same outpatient in the halls.  I sat down to 
visit with him, again, an Illinois Vet.  I found 
out he had had a liver transplant several 
months previous.  He has to return for check-
ups about every two months.  He feels this is 
a better hospital than his home hospital.  I 
was elated he felt this way, but I am sad to 
think ALL VA Hospitals do not give the same 
quality of care Madison does.  Our veterans 
deserve it; after all, they fought to provide the 
freedoms we enjoy. 
  
So, if you really need something to brighten 
your winter days, visit a VA facility.  As Clint 
Eastwood would say, “IT WILL MAKE YOUR 
DAY”.  
 
Every time I visit this VA Hospital, I realize 
how lucky the veterans are to be able to 
receive their care through this facility.  Illinois 
VFW Auxiliary supports this hospital because 
24% of their patients come from northern 
Illinois. Madison maintain five community 
based outpatient clinics; Rockford, which is 
the largest one, and Freeport, Illinois; 
Baraboo, Beaver Dam, and Janesville 
Wisconsin.    
  
When the Department of Illinois Auxiliary 
made their official visit September 21st, the 
hospital director spoke to us and provided 



information I did not know.  Madison VA 
Hospital opened in 1951 as 500-bed TB 
hospital, with no air conditioning, only open 
windows and fans to provide a comfortable ?? 
summer temperature.  To this day, high on 
the walls are electrical outlets close to the 
ceiling, that where be used to power to these 
fans.   
  
Madison VA is now a 129-bed acute care 
facility, 85 acute beds, where patients, are 
admitted, treated, and discharged as rapidly 
as you would be in your private hospitals.   
There are 18 residential rehabilitation beds 
and a 26 bed Community Living Center which 
provides short term physical rehabilitation, 
skill nursing care, or hospice care.   
The quality of nursing care here is excellent, 
as demonstrated being only one of four VA 
hospitals in the nation to receive Magnet 
Recognition by American Nurses 
Credentialing Centers.  The patients verify 
this, when you ask them about the care, you 
get the reply of excellent too good.  I have yet 
to get a complaint when I ask the patient or 
the family.  To maintain their excellent status, 
Madison undergoes surveys by 57 different 
agencies to insure this excellent care is being 
maintained.  
  
Because the University of Wisconsin Hospital 
is a door away, and has a great reputation for 
successful organ transplants, the veterans 
have this care available.  Madison VA is one 
of five heart transplants centers, one of two 
lung transplants centers one of six liver 
transplants centers, and one of three 
destination ventricular assist devices in the 
national VA system.  Very soon, the VA 
hospital will do kidney transplants in their own 
facility. 
  
The Women’s Clinic provides care to female 
veterans.   One service that is provided to the 
female veterans is a “Sister to Sister” 
volunteer, who will accompany her to 
physician visits, examinations, or other 
testing’s so she does not have to feel alone, 
or is unsure the information she is given.  No 
delivery services are provided at the hospital, 

but this service is purchased by the VA to 
done at other faculties.  
Madison is the phone communication center 
for 12 facilities, including VA hospitals in 
Illinois, Milwaukee and other Wisconsin VA 
facilities.  For example, if a patient in Chicago 
or Milwaukee wants to schedule an 
appointment, the Madison center will receive 
the call and take proper action. 

 
It was great to have the Department Officers 
distribute Illinois TLC bags when they visited 
the patients.  At Christmas, our Santa visits to 
give cards with money to the in patients, I am 
very lucky to have members who want to help 
in this fun trip.   
  
THANKS FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS.  
Only with your help are we able to give a little 
joy to these hospitalized veterans and thank 
them for what they did to insure our freedom. 
 

 

Illinois Veterans Home at Anna  
Anna, IL 
Associate Representative Marilyn Crawford 

 
As of now, we are 62 bed facility. We stay full 
all the time. We have 36 Army; 8 Navy; 5 
Marines; 7 Air Force and 3 spouses. 
 
We have a new snack cart that is a BIG hit 
with our residents. 
 
We always have a need for electric razors, 
sweat pants (Large, X-Large and XX-Large),  
body wash, cologne, snacks and soda. 
We recently had several of our veterans go 
on the Honor Flight to see the War Memorials 
in Washington D.C. 
 
Our Veteran’s Day Parade in Anna is one of 
the largest in the state of Illinois and everyone 
was excited to watch or participate. 
 
Life at the Veterans Home is getting very 
busy because of Christmas and New Year 
holidays. We have three children groups 
coming in at different times to sing Christmas 
carols. We have two motorcycle groups 



coming in with gifts and conversation for our 
residents. 
 
“Gifts to the Yonkers” is coming. Veterans can 
pick out gifts for someone and the group will 
wrap it for them. 
There are groups coming in to play bingo and 
build gingerbread houses. There will even be 
a Taco Truck coming to make whatever kind 
of taco each resident wants. Also planned is a 
Crazy Christmas Sock Hop! A lady from 
Kentucky is bringing personal items to our 
residents. And … Miss Cache River is coming 
in to help the veterans make Christmas cards. 
 
The staff will host a Fun and Food filled 
Christmas Party for all residents. 
 
I’m so thankful for everyone who remembers 
our veterans. I have noticed this year that 
more people are becoming aware of our 
veterans.  
 
I wish everyone a blessed and Merry 
Christmas and a happy and prosperous New 
Year. 
  
 

Illinois Veterans Home at Manteno  
Manteno, IL 
Associate Representative Maggie Davis 
Associate Deputy Sandy Coleman 

 
The holidays are over now and it’s time to 
take a breather, but we can't forget our 
veterans as they are still in the same place 
with a lot of time on their hands.  It is up to all 
of us not to forget them and try to entertain or 
just visit them. 
 
Most of you know you can take some of the 
veterans out to your Posts if you have 
something going on like (fish fries, chicken 
dinners, spaghetti dinners or breakfasts). 
 
Manteno can bus them to your 
facilities.  There was a bus load on 
Christmas day and a bus load from Great 
Lakes was there.  That is always a good time. 
Sometimes my whole family goes to help. 
 

With all the donations that all the Post and 
Auxiliaries send to Manteno, Sandy and I 
have been able to have all kinds of parties 
even blackjack sometimes.  Your Post  
or Auxiliary can do the same.  If you can't 
afford to or don’t have enough help, you can 
always have a smaller party in a ward.  Also, 
if you have the funds to help wheel the 
veterans to the Veteran’s Hall you can have a 
big party.  If you want, I can share the 
expense with you to have a big party. 
   
In November I had bingo in the Veteran’s Hall 
with the Arrow troop of scouts.  With all of 
them and their leaders, we had 85 veterans at 
the bingo no one went back to their rooms 
without money, prizes and treats. 
 
You can also have a party in the Alzheimer 
unit, my favorite place to have party.  We 
always provide live music and we dance with 
the veterans even the ones in wheelchairs. 
 
The entertainer I hire knows the music they 
like, and they ask for different songs.  They 
never forget music and they know all the 
words. Root beer floats and soft cookies are 
one of the favorites.  Banana splits is another 
favorites or fruit with the marshmallow dip 
(mine too). 
 
Our Christmas craft show was a big success 
this year.  Thanks to all the advertising and 
Facebook and all who came out.  Proceeds 
went into the veterans’ membership 
Fund. 
 
Sandy and I took the residents from the 
Prince Home to breakfast for their Christmas 
treat.  Conversation and laughter all around 
the table (what fun).  Last month I put all 
their needs in the Dog Tag.  Please keep 
them in mind as they served for us, but all do 
not come out the same. 
 
Come visit Manteno and thank all of you for  
all your donations.  We appreciate all that you 
can afford. 
 
Sandy and I (Maggie) wish you a healthy New 
Year. 



 

Scholarship 
Donna Simon  

 

      
 

Hope everyone had a wonderful Holiday 
Season and by now everyone should have 
sent their Voice of Democracy and Patriots 
Pen winning essays to the Department of 
Illinois office to be judged.   
 
We should all be reported in both Voice of 
Democracy and Patriots Pen but as of the 
beginning of December only the 3rd District is 
100% reported THANK YOU.  
 
District Presidents, please pull up the X-Sheet 
and work with your Auxiliaries to get them 
reported. Many District Presidents and District 
Chairman have gotten a phone call from me 
asking for the Auxiliaries to report whether 
online or by mail or you can even call me, and 
I will take the reports over the phone.  
Remember even if you did not get a student 
to write an essay, if you offered the 
information at a school or read my bulletin at 
your meeting, you can report that. 
 
We now need to start working on the 
Continuing Education Scholarship – this is 
for our members and their families, not for the 
schools and the community. Many reports I 
have received stated they took this program 
to the local school and unless they are the 
immediate family member of a VFW Auxiliary 
member, they are not eligible. 
 
If you read about the Continuing Education 
Scholarship at your meeting, PLEASE, report 
it! 
 
The deadline for the essays to be received at 
National Headquarters is February 15, 
2018, download the application form on the 
website, read it and make sure you follow the 
instructions on the forms. 

All questions must be answered and a brief 
essay must be included. You have the choice 
of mailing to National Headquarters – VFW 
Auxiliary, Attn: Administrator of Programs, 
406 W. 34th St. 10th Floor, Kansas City, MO  
64111 or you can email to   
info@vfwauxiliary.org  with the subject line: 
CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION.    
 

Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest is for grades 9-12; you can call 
National Headquarters at 816-561-8655 and 
they will send you color brochures, at no cost 
to you.  For information, go to National’s 
website at www.vfwauxiliary.org,   the What 
We Do Tab on top and scroll down to 
Scholarships. Or look at the Department of 
Illinois website   www.vfwauxiliaryil.org ---- 
under Scholarship.  I have information you 
can print out that you can take to your school. 
Give the students a chance to express their 
Patriotism thru their art and a chance to win a 
National Scholarship.   
 
The art work needs to be sent to:  

Donna Simon 
IL VFW Auxiliary Scholarship Chairman 

6920  157th Place 
Tinley Park, IL  60477 

 
Deadline is March 31, 
2018.  I need to receive 
it by March 31, 2018.   
Department judging is in 
April and sent to 
National by May 5, 
2018. National judging 
will be held at the VFW 
Auxiliary National 
Convention. 
 
Please check the entry forms to be sure all 
rules are followed.  
 

mailto:info@vfwauxiliary.org
http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/


Now is the time to plan an event to recognize 
and thank the youth that have participated in 
the VFW and Auxiliary scholarship contests 
this year and acknowledge their talents and 
patriotism. Don’t forget to include the parents 
and teachers that encouraged our students.  
 
DISTRICT PRESIDENTS: Please encourage 
your District and Auxiliaries to have a function 
for FAMILY FREEDOM FESTIVAL. You can 
have something in the District and that will 
include all your Auxiliaries. It can include 
Americanism, Youth, Scholarship and 
volunteer opportunities increase your 
membership for both your Post and Auxiliary, 
go to the Illinois website 
www.vfwauxiliaryil.org,  go to Reports and 
Forms, scroll to the bottom Family Freedom 
Event for resources and ideas.  
 

  
Veterans and Family 

Support  
Laurie Sparwasser 

 
 
 
 
 

 
VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN  
Thank you to all that supported the Santa’s
     

 Shop at VFW National Home for Children.  I 
am sure the children had a great time picking 
out gifts for their family and friends.  
 
The Home now needs financial help to 
upgrade their Emergency Communications 
System as I noted in my December 6th eBlast.  
If you have not yet donated to this worthy 
cause to help them with the system to alert all 
areas of the National Home campus in case 
of an emergency, please do so if you can.   
 
Please report to me any donations or value of 
donations you make to VFW National Home 
for Children. 
 
Don’t forget to post the Military and Veteran 
Family Helpline number or hand out the 

number to all veterans who may be in need of 
any help.  So many veterans are facing 
PTSD, financial and family problems and feel 
hopeless.  The number is  
800-313-4200.This phone number can offer 
any veteran or their family help and support.  
If you feel there is a veteran that needs help, 
please give them this number.   
 
VETERANS AND MILITARY SUPPORT 
So many Auxiliaries have donated to this 
special program or a particular part of the 
program.  I know the veterans really 
appreciate all your support.  Remember this 
part of the Veterans and Family Support 
program has 4 parts to it – Unmet Needs, 
Operation Uplink, MAP (Military Assistance 
Program) and Sport Clips Help-A-Hero.   
 
If you make a donation to National, the funds 
will be moved to the program that needs the 
most help at the time.  Donations can also be 
made to a part of the program that your 
Auxiliary feels the desire to support.  
 
From information received from our Big 10 
Chairman, Unmet Needs has delivered 
almost $9 million in financial assistance.  
There have been 900 Sports Clip Help a Hero 
scholarships given out totaling over $4 million.  
There was a rumor that Sports Clips was 
going to make another big donation to this 
important program.  Burger King also makes 
large donations to these programs so please 
continue to support Sports Clips and Burger 
King.   
 
Posts and Auxiliaries have been having 
Holiday parties with help from MAP grants for 
the adopted units.   
 
BUDDY POPPIES  
Please remember to 
let me know any 
project you use 
Buddy Poppies for 
and if you have a 
Buddy Poppy drive – 
the amount you 
raised.  The funds 
from your drive should go into your Relief 

 

http://www.vfwauxiliaryil.org/


Fund to help any veterans or a family of a 
veteran in need.  
 
NATIONAL VETERANS SERVICES 
Also, remember our Service Officers.  The 
Service Officers are so important to our 
veterans to help them get the benefits they so 
deserve.   If you know of veterans trying to 
get benefits and trying to do it on their own, 
give them the information regarding a Service 
Officer in their area to help them.  The 
Service Officers can go around all the red 
tape to get benefits quicker and easier for the 
veterans.   
 

“Leaving Our Legacy” 

and 

“Catch the Dream  

for  

Our Veterans” 
 

 

TEAMWORK 
Alone we can do so little. 

Together we can do so much. 
Helen Keller 

 
 

Youth Activities 
Janet Kays 

 

As we begin 
the new year, I would like to thank each 
Auxiliary for working with the youth of our 

nation to help them become patriotic, 
responsible citizens.  The activities that the 
Auxiliaries do to help our young citizens do 
make a difference.  Remember what the 
goals for the program are. 
 

1. Recognize random acts of patriotism 
with R.A.P coins or cards. 

2. Recognize and reward youth for their 
efforts and service projects. 

3. Teach patriotism and respect for our 
country and our flag. 

4. Encourage youth groups and 
individuals to interact and work with 
veterans. 

 
Every Auxiliary should be reported in each of 
the programs by now.  That doesn’t mean that 
you can or should quit working on projects for 
the programs.  Now would be a great time to 
go to the schools and perform a flag 
education program.  Fill out the Citation 
Request Form for any youth organization that 
you would like named for their efforts in 
supporting veterans and their families, and 
send that to me to be forwarded to our 
National organization.  Encourage a student 
to begin a Veteran’s History Project and 
assist them with completing the paperwork 
and submission to The Library of Congress. 
There is no time for us to hibernate!  Then, as 
you complete these activities, be sure to 
continue to report them.  Whether it is the 
entire Auxiliary that is participating, or an 
individual member that does the work, get it 
reported. Your Program Chairmen will soon 
be compiling all the work done by the 
Auxiliaries across the state.  It is all important.  
This work is what makes the Auxiliary to the 
VFW the great organization that it was when 
we began over 100 years ago and continues 
to be today.     
     
     
Legislative 
Ceil Barclay  
 

We are all working so hard 
and I know how much you 
continue to do in working for 
our veterans. I wanted to take 

 

 



this time to say "CONGRATULATIONS' to 
our LEGISLATIVE TEAM.   As of today, we 
are 100% reported for Legislation across 
the board! I know that it is a lot of work and 
we have so much more work ahead of us. 
Thank you for your diligence!   
 
We are doing this for our Veterans and their 
Families so that NOT one person is ever left 
behind.  We do this out of LOVE, Care, 
Concern, Empathy, and for our Veterans! We 
continue to place our Legacy on the work we 
are also doing for our Department President 
Mary Spindler. 
 
Congratulations to our Legislative Team! 
Job Well done for Legislative Reporting! 
 
I look forward to hearing more about what you 
are and will be doing in the weeks and 
months ahead for our Veterans! Don't forget 
to continue your reporting on line or to email 
me with all the exciting work that lies ahead. 
   
I have so much information to share with you 
and so little space, so please look for 
another Legislative Update to be coming 
soon. 
    
Wreaths Across America was held on 
Saturday, December 16, 2017. Please make 
sure to email me what your experiences were, 
especially if this was your first time attending.  
      
REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS LYNCH, US 
NAVY and Cal Ripken Jr. Major League 
Baseball Hall of Famer continue to work 
together for our veterans.  In December, they 
honored the 35th Anniversary of Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
where 58,000 names are inscribed, as well as 
remembering the 50th Anniversary of the 
Vietnam War.  
  
Our VFW National Commander in Chief, 
Keith Harman is working diligently by making 
sure that our veterans’ needs ARE MET!!!!  
Daily, he is keeping close watch that those in 
Congress are working on our side. VFW 
National Commander Harman is working 
closely with Dr. Shulkin, VA Secretary on 

many arenas.  Acceptable care by 
QUALIFIED Doctors has been in the news 
lately.  Acceptable Patient wait times and 
eliminating the requirement of the veteran to 
ask for VA permission to use civilian medical 
providers is another area of importance. 
CHOICE CARE for veterans is front and 
center:  Allowing the veteran to CHOOSE his 
or her Doctor, NOT the Government. 
  
NDAA Update:  Following several weeks of 
negotiations with the House, the Senate 
unanimously approved the National Defense 
Authority ACT (NDAA) for fiscal year 2018. 
As reported in Action Corps, the Bill was 
signed by President Trump the second week 
in December, authorizing more than $692 
billion for ongoing and planned defense 
programs, including $65.7 billion for overseas 
contingency operations, which includes 
extending the benefits granted to members of 
the military, retirees, veterans and their 
families, such as pay and allowances, 
TRICARE reform, the Survivor Benefits 
Plan, THE DECLASSIFICATION OF 
DOCUMENTS RELATED TO TOXIC 
EXPOSURE—AS IN BLUE WATER NAVY 
VIETNAM VETERANS, military sexual 
assault, and benefit parity for certain VFW 
members.  Authorized spending levels in the 
NDAA are well above the $549 billion 
sequestration spending cap on defense 
spending for FY 2018 which requires 
Congress to strike a budget deal to adjust the 
outdate caps that were set in 2010 and fails 
to account for the changing needs of 
America’s military. 
   
VA WOMEN VETERANS SUMMIT 
WEBINARS: Hurricane Harvey forced the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to cancel 
a majority of the events scheduled for their 
National Women Veterans Summit held in 
Houston. Consequently, VA has hosted 
webinars for discussions and panels that 
were cancelled.  The webinars are available 
to watch from the VAs website. Topics 
covered include:  EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH 
CARE, MIILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA, 
LOCAL AND FEDERAL RESOURCES AND 



 

MORE.  PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO VIEW 
THE WEBINARS ON THE VA WEBSITE. 
 
GI BILL changes:  In summary—The VFW 
worked tirelessly with Congress and our VSO 
partners to ensure Veterans who were 
precluded from fully utilizing this important 
benefit are able to accomplish their post-
military educational goals. 
 
National Pearl Harbor Day:  VFW National 
Commander Keith Harman and VFW 
Auxiliary National President Dee Guillory 
joined thousands of veterans, active-duty 
military and their families and many 
supporters at the Pearl Harbor Visitors 
Center in Hawaii to commemorate the 76th 
anniversary of the attack on December 7th. 
They laid a VFW Wreath aboard the USS 
Arizona Memorial in salute of this year’s 
commemorative theme: “Rising to the 
Challenge”, which recognizes the massive 
military buildup and civilian support that would 
lead to total victory over the Japanese less 
than four years later.  (Action Corp reported). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With so much information to share, please be 
sure to read my Legislative Update reports 
in December and in the coming months. 
 
In the spirit of camaraderie, friendship, 
sisterhood and brotherhood, I would like to 
wish all of you a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year with many positive 
changes for our veterans and their families.    
 
 
 

  

 

Happy New Year 
May you have new hopes, aspirations and resolutions 

for the coming year! 


