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Hello from John Cochran. Yes, we are still here and trying to work for our veterans. As 
you know, Linda Culver lost her husband, and I’ve been sick, and before that I planned 
on writing our report, but I would remember it too late to get it into the paper. Okay, 
enough of why you haven’t heard from us and let you know what we have been doing. 
I’ll try to give you a summary. 
 
For Easter we brought little praying bears that said “Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray 
the Lord my soul to keep, your love be with me through the night and wake me with the 
morning light. Amen.” As we left their rooms they were still smiling and pushing the 
button to hear it again. We also went to a nursing home in Collinsville and an Assisted 
Living facility and gave them out; they loved it also. Two days of making people smile.  
 
On Valentine’s Day, we gave out over 1,000 valentines made by school students and 
other gifts. 
 
On Veteran’s Day we gave out over 3,000 Veterans Day cards made by grade school 
students. We also passed out pins and beautiful blankets and knit hats. 
 
In July we bought patriotic shirts saying “U.S.A” and some had a flag (all different colors 
and sizes). We were not able to give them out in July, so we will give them out in 
December. You can be patriotic any day! 
 
In August, we went to the Women’s Ward that helps women with female problems. 
Sometimes they feel uncomfortable waiting for tests or appointments with not very much 
on. They really love the robes that they are given to wear, but of course, that costs 
money. We are going to donate money for these robes. If you are interested in giving, 
you just must write it specially on your check for it to go to women’s robes. We are 
starting to meet a younger group of veterans in the hospital who have young children. I 
think we are going to have to come up with a donation for something for the kids to keep 
them occupied. They can be at the hospital for a long time for a child. 
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I don’t know if that will affect some of you or not, just a thought. We still support our 
homeless veterans and lately we have dropped off a lot of donations. We appreciate all 
your donations.  Thank you for your donations. You help all the volunteers do what they 
do. You share in that blessing. It’s getting colder. Getting donations of coats, gloves, 
hats and scarves would be appreciated. Let’s keep our veterans warm and we can 
warm their hearts also. 
 
Sorry it’s been so long hearing from us at John Cochran VA Medical Center. Hopefully, 
it won’t be a long time before you hear from us again. But, we’ll do our very best to carry 
on and help our veterans. 
 
God Bless You. 


