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We are all working so hard and I know how much you continue to do in working for our 
veterans. I wanted to take this time to say "CONGRATULATIONS' to our 
LEGISLATIVE TEAM.   As of today, we are 100% reported for Legislation across 
the board! I know that it is a lot of work and we have so much more work ahead of us. 
Thank you for your diligence!   
 
We are doing this for our Veterans and their Families so that NOT one person is ever 
left behind.  We do this out of LOVE, Care, Concern, Empathy, and for our Veterans! 
We continue to place our Legacy on the work we are also doing for our Department 
President Mary Spindler. 
 
Congratulations to our Legislative Team! Job Well done for Legislative Reporting! 
 
I look forward to hearing more about what you are and will be doing in the weeks and 
months ahead for our Veterans! Don't forget to continue your reporting on line or to 
email me with all the exciting work that lies ahead. 
   
I have so much information to share with you and so little space, so please look for 
another Legislative Update to be coming soon. 
    
 “Wreaths Across America” was held on Saturday, December 16, 2017. Please make 
sure to email me what your experiences were, especially if this was your first time 
attending.  
      
REAR ADMIRAL THOMAS LYNCH, US NAVY and Cal Ripken Jr. Major League 
Baseball Hall of Famer continue to work together for our veterans.  In December, they 
honored the 35th Anniversary of Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C. where 
58,000 names are inscribed, as well as remembering the 50th Anniversary of the 
Vietnam War.  
  
Our VFW National Commander in Chief, Keith Harman is working diligently by 
making sure that our veterans’ needs ARE MET!!!!  Daily, he is keeping close watch that 
those in Congress are working on our side. VFW National Commander Harman is 
working closely with Dr. Shulkin, VA Secretary on many arenas.  Acceptable care by 
QUALIFIED Doctors has been in the news lately.  Acceptable Patient wait times and 
eliminating the requirement of the veteran to ask for VA permission to use civilian 



medical providers is another area of importance. CHOICE CARE for veterans is front 
and center:  Allowing the veteran to CHOOSE his or her Doctor, NOT the Government. 
  
NDAA Update:  Following several weeks of negotiations with the House, the Senate 
unanimously approved the National Defense Authority ACT (NDAA) for fiscal year 
2018. As reported in Action Corps, the Bill was signed by President Trump the second 
week in December, authorizing more than $692 billion for ongoing and planned defense 
programs, including $65.7 billion for overseas contingency operations, which includes 
extending the benefits granted to members of the military, retirees, veterans and their 
families, such as pay and allowances, TRICARE reform, the Survivor Benefits Plan, 
THE DECLASSIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS RELATED TO TOXIC EXPOSURE—AS 
IN BLUE WATER NAVY VIETNAM VETERANS, military sexual assault, and benefit 
parity for certain VFW members.  Authorized spending levels in the NDAA are well 
above the $549 billion sequestration spending cap on defense spending for FY 2018 
which requires Congress to strike a budget deal to adjust the outdate caps that were set 
in 2010 and fails to account for the changing needs of America’s military. 
   
 VA WOMEN VETERANS SUMMIT WEBINARS: Hurricane Harvey forced the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to cancel a majority of the events scheduled for 
their National Women Veterans Summit held in Houston. Consequently, VA has hosted 
webinars for discussions and panels that were cancelled.  The webinars are available to 
watch from the VAs website. Topics covered include:  EMPLOYMENT, HEALTH 
CARE, MIILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA, LOCAL AND FEDERAL RESOURCES AND 
MORE.  PLEASE TAKE THE TIME TO VIEW THE WEBINARS ON THE VA 
WEBSITE. 
 
GI BILL changes:  In summary—The VFW worked tirelessly with Congress and our 
VSO partners to ensure Veterans who were precluded from fully utilizing this important 
benefit are able to accomplish their post-military educational goals. 
 
 National Pearl Harbor Day:  VFW National Commander Keith Harman and VFW 
Auxiliary National President Dee Guillory joined thousands of veterans, active-duty 
military and their families and many supporters at the Pearl Harbor Visitors Center in 
Hawaii to commemorate the 76th anniversary of the attack on December 7th. They 
laid a VFW Wreath aboard the USS Arizona Memorial in salute of this year’s 
commemorative theme:  “Rising to the Challenge”, which recognizes the massive 
military buildup and civilian support that would lead to total victory over the Japanese 
less than four years later.  (Action Corp reported). 
 
With so much information to share, please be sure to read my Legislative Update 
reports in December and in the coming months. 
 
In the spirit of camaraderie, friendship, sisterhood and brotherhood, I would like to wish 
all of you a Very Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year with many positive changes 
for our veterans and their families.    


