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HAPPY 2018!  Hope you all enjoyed the holidays and time spent with your family 
and loved ones.  I’ve been reading about all the wonderful ways our Auxiliaries helped 
make Christmas a little brighter for our veterans, and want to thank you for 
remembering them.  If not for our members, many would have spent the holidays alone; 
and what you do truly makes a difference.  Have you ever noticed that when you help 
others, that you feel happy too?  That is a side benefit of showing kindness and 
compassion towards others; and in the process, you are touching lives and making the 
world a better place.  
 

I want to take this opportunity to welcome our newest Auxiliary, Rock Falls 5418 
It was instituted on Veterans Day by 6th District President Diana Rudeen, and I can tell 
they are going to go on to do great things for our veterans.  They are excited about 
becoming a part of the VFW Auxiliary, and their Post, District, and our Department are 
behind them all the way.  Our National Recruiter, Marvie Wisniewski, has been working 
with VFW Post 8821 in Chicago to form another Auxiliary, and National has authorized 
its institution (which will most likely be in January).  We are growing our organization, 
and this is something on which we all need to concentrate. 
 

These past few months have been very busy, and 2017 is a year I will never 
forget.  I’ve traveled almost 12,000 miles since July, and been in five different states for 
VFW Auxiliary events--but the ones in Illinois have been my most cherished.  Both the 
Midstate and Upstate Luncheons were over the top, and I smile every time I think about 
them.  My homecoming in Effingham was well attended, and it touched my heart to see 
so many of you turn out for that event.  I have also enjoyed just visiting the various 
Districts (and am looking forward to the other eight left on my schedule) and being your 
Department Rep at special functions.  Life is good! 
 

Our Department has met all the requirements for the Circle of Excellence, other 
than membership—that’s always the tough one—but I feel confident we will make 
it!  We have already achieved our second quarterly goal of 600 members by January 
31st, which is amazing!  I hope you will all continue to seek out eligible individuals and 
bring them into our organization, as our next quarterly goal is 360 new annual, life, or 
rejoined members.  But the real key here is getting our existing members to pay their 
dues, as Membership Co-Chairmen Jolynn and Lynn have emphasized.  Please, I ask 
every Auxiliary to do their best to reach that 100% mark, because that is what it is going 
to take to be successful.  We are currently at 88.45% and we have six more months to 
reach 100% plus one. If the time flies by as quickly as the first half of the year, it will be 
here before we know it—so please don’t let up on your efforts! We are already making 

 



plans for celebrating that accomplishment during the state convention.  We all felt the 
thrill of success last year, and we can do it again! 
 

Sadly, I won’t be at our February Council Meeting due to a time conflict with the 
Midyear Conference in Nashville.  I really would love to be there with all of you, 
especially for the Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen Banquet, which is my favorite 
program of the VFW/Auxiliary.  I’m sure Susan Parrish will do a great job in filling in for 
me while I am gone, but I am going to miss sharing that special time with our members. 
 

I will close by again thanking you for your membership.  Thank you to the 
Auxiliaries (everybody belongs to one), as that is where most of the work gets done.  
Thank you to the Districts, because you are the mentors and instructors; and thank to 
the Department Line Officers and Chairman, who do so much to make our Department 
run smoothly.  We are a great team, and I appreciate all you do. 

 

 

 

 

 


