
 

Annette Wooldridge 

 

Hi Annette,  

You announced your intention to run for Guard in the Department of Illinois for 2020-2021. 

There are a few questions I would like to ask so our Membership can know a little more about 

Annette Wooldridge. Feel free to be as candid and open as you would like.  

1. How long have you been a member of the VFW Auxiliary? 

I joined the Auxiliary when I turned 16, 36 years ago. 

 

2. Can you remind our Members  which Auxiliary, District, and region you are from?  
I am a PROUD member of Auxiliary 886 in Pontiac Illinois in the 7th District, which is in 

the Mid State region 

 

3. What has been the most gratifying Office that you held in the Auxiliary? 
There are several positions that I have held that are gratifying. First was being District 

President. I got to meet so many members that I would have never met before, because 

they were unable to attend the District Meetings and the other District Presidents and 

sharing ideas with them for the greater productivity in our different Districts.  The other 

one is being appointed as Shoppers Corner Chairman. I have personally met and talked 

with everyone who has stopped by the booth, whether it was at Convention, C of A, or 

at the Luncheons. I love to be around so many people that are positive and happy and  

give encouraging words when needed. 

 

4. Why do want to be the Guard in the Department of Illinois? 
I want to be Guard in the Greatest Department, Illinois. I want to make a Difference in 

lives of others and in the lives of our Veterans and their families. 

 

5. What was your family’s reaction when you announced you were running for the Office 
of Department Guard? 
 They were happy for me and said “finally”. They knew that I wanted to run for a long 

time. I first contemplated running for Guard when I was District President for the first 

time. Several of the line officers knew of this and gave me the advice that I needed to 



get my name and face out there so people could see me and get to know me. After 

discussing it with my Husband and Daughter I called one of my sisters in Michigan. She 

was very happy and said that she would support me and be there for me. 

 

6. What changes would you like to see made in our Department? 
At the present time I do not see anything that needs to change in the Department 

except that we need to work as one unit and not as separate entities.  We are all here 

because of our Veterans, if not for them we would not exist. 

 

7. What have been the most encouraging words someone has told you? 
My Mother told me when I became District President that I need to be diplomatic. Get 
the facts or both sides of the story before you make an informed decision. Act on the 
information that is provided to you and not your heart. If you do not know the answer 
ask, someone will know the right answer or direct  you where to go to find it. If you tell 
someone that you will get back to them, then you get back to them. This is your word, 
and no one can take that away from you. 
 

8. Tell us one thing about yourself that our Members do not know? 
 I used to go to the VA with my Dad for his appointments and would listen and talk to 

the Veterans and the Residents at the homes. I thoroughly enjoyed it. There was one 

occasion that I was thanked for listening to a Veteran because it made his day since he 

never got any visitors. 

 

9. Who is/has been your best Supporter in your life? 
I would have to say my family. My mother has always been a big supporter of me up 
until the time of her death in 2015. I have a lot of people in my life that encourage me. 
This includes my extended family in the VFW. They have been with me in good times 
and bad, happy, and sad.  I really think of  them as family and I am very close to the 
ones that I have. If I call you my friend, I mean it. 

I  am asking for your Vote as your next Guard in Department of Illinois VFW Auxiliary. 

 Thank-you for taking time to let our Membership learn more about Annette.  

 


