
 

Diane Ahrens 

 

Hi Diane,  

You announced your intention to run for Guard in the Department of Illinois for 2020-2021. 

There are a few questions I would like to ask so our Membership can know a little more about 

Diane Ahrens. Feel free to be as candid and open as you would like.  

1. How long have you been a member of the VFW Auxiliary? 

I've been an Auxiliary member for almost 9 years, our friends, Fred and DeLoris 

Doederlein, gifted my husband Roger and I life memberships, we owned the bakery in 

town where Roger was the Village President. I had been refusing the gift because I didn't 

think I could give the time I wanted. Once it was official, I was hooked.  

2. Can you remind our Members  which Auxiliary, District, and region(Downstate, Mid-
State, Up-State)  you are from?  

I am a life member of VFW Auxiliary #2298 Dundee, 5th District, Northern Illinois, 

Upstate Group. I have served as Auxiliary Chaplain, 4 years as Auxiliary President, 

Veterans and Family Support Chair, and Hospital Chair. I am currently working with 

Merci Woolfolk as Deputy VAVS at Hines VA Hospital. My husband and I are both 

Veterans and patients at Hines. 

3. What has been the most gratifying Office that you held in the Auxiliary 

My most gratifying office has been Veterans and Family Support Chair. Our community 

and the staff at the VA facilities have made it possible for me to touch so many Veterans. 

My motto as 5th District President is "We Continue When We Want to Quit & Help 

Others Along the Way". Helping others, encouraging them helps me not to quit. 

4. Why do want to be the Guard in the Department of Illinois? 

To be Guard is an opportunity to meet members and visit other Auxiliaries and more 

networking. It is a growth opportunity.  



5. What was your family’s reaction when you announced you were running for the Office 
of Department Guard? 

My family knows I am already committed to Department events and see it as an 

extension, they are very supportive.  

.  

6. What changes would you like to see made in our Department? 

I would like to see the Hospital Conference for all of the C of A attendees, there are so 

many things happening it's a great way to learn, seminars at convention, hands on Flag 

and Banner drills,  teaching on fund raising, brainstorming groups. 

7. What have been the most encouraging words someone has told you? 

THANK-YOU,  I receive emails, texts, Mother’s Day notes from the Women Veterans 

who have attended our baby showers. They are grateful. I have kept in touch for several 

years with many of these Women Veterans, .  

8. Tell us one thing about yourself that our Members do not know? 

My husband and I were the Illinois 2012 VFW Humanitarians of the year, for Operation 

Sweet Tooth. We shipped cookies to our troops overseas for 15 years, almost every 

month, until we closed the bakery the end of 2019. This was humbling and gratifying for 

us, it was unexpected.  

9. Who is/has been your best Supporter in your life? 

Father God has been my #1 supporter, He gave me my adoptive parents, 

my husband and children. He continues to encourage me to excellence, I am on a journey 

for His Glory and Honor, I cannot do it without Him.  
  

I  am asking for your Vote as your next Guard in Department of Illinois VFW Auxiliary. 

   

Thank-you for taking time to let our Membership learn more about Diane.  

 


