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Light notes from President 
Billie  Guthals 

Greetings to all Department of Illinois 
Auxiliary members.  I hope you are 
“thinking” Spring” as hopefully the worst 
of the winter weather is behind us.  I 
continue to see the wonderful things so 
many of you are doing and I again thank 
you for your involvement in our 
communities, with our veterans and their 
families, and with our youth.   

You ARE making a difference in the 
lives of others.   

Our membership numbers are looking 
pretty good right now and I appreciate 
the work you are doing to keep us 
moving to 100%.  With your help and 
focus, we will continue to be a strong 
force for those who have served us so 
well.  We will be the multitude that lets 
our elected officials know that there is 
nothing more important than ensuring 
our veterans and their families are 
supported.  Please continue to help our 
membership numbers climb and help us 
be a louder voice. 

 

2019 – 2020  

“Lighting the Way 
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I want to extend my heartiest 
congratulations to our Patriot’s Pen and 
VOD Champions.  Congratulations to 
District 5 and their Department First-
Place award recipient in Patriot’s Pen, 
Hannah Ayzman and to District 18 and 
their Department First-Place VOD award 
recipient, Seth Weeks.  As I write this, 
we don’t know how our First-Place 
Champions did in Washington D.C., but 
we do know we are represented well 
and that all the students present in 
Springfield will return to their 
communities with heads held high and 
we can look forward to their 
accomplishments and leadership in the 
years ahead.   

Nominations and elections for the next 
year’s Auxiliary officers will be 
happening soon.  I hope many of you 
are looking for ways to serve.  Let’s 
work to get some new members 
involved.  Don’t forget to ASK others to 
help.  Most of us have heard of a 
member that would have gotten more 
involved but they were never asked.  
Don’t let that happen at your Auxiliary.  
Reach out and search for new people to 
assist and new ways to do things.   

In closing I want you all to know how 
much I appreciate each and every one 
of you and what you bring to our 
organization.  You all possess skills and 
talents that make you unique and 
special.  Be proud of WHO you are and 
WHAT you do every day! 

God Bless, 

Billie 

 

 

WICKIE’S WISDOM - SEC/TREAS 
LINDA LORENZ 
 
All Auxiliaries will receive a hard copy of 
the April 2020 Beacon which will include 
important information for your election of 
officers and delegates at your April 2020 
meeting. This edition of the Beacon will 
be mailed to the Auxiliary President and 
be posted online.  
 
Included in this mailing will be:  

 Report of the Installation of 
Officers 

 Your Auxiliary’s Invoice for the 
Auxiliary President and 
Delegates’ Fee for Department 
Convention (Please note: All 
auxiliaries must pay the President 
and Delegates’ Fee even if there 
is no one planning to attend the 
Department Convention)  

 Tentative Convention Schedule 
 Room Reservation information 

and form 
 Information on how to register 

your delegate for the National 
Convention 

 
If your Auxiliary has not completed all 
audits as required by the Auxiliary 
Bylaws, your President and Delegates 
will not be allowed to register at the 
Department Convention. This includes 
your 1st Quarter Audit for the months of 
January – March 2020.In addition, we 
notify National of Auxiliaries in arrears 
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for any audits and your Delegates will 
not be able to register in Reno for the 
National Convention.  
 
REMINDERS: 

 Your Second (Apr – Jun 2019), 
Third (Jul 2019 – Sept 2019) and 
Fourth (Oct – Dec 2019) Audits 
should already be in. Check the 
‘X’ sheet to be sure that they 
have been received and are 
correct.  

 March 21, 2020 – Upstate 
Luncheon – New Lenox, IL 

 April 2020 – Election of Officers 
at you Auxiliary Meeting 

 May 15, 2020 – 1st Quarter Audit 
for January – March 2020 due 

 May 2020 – Installation of 
Officers must be completed 
before Department Convention 

 June 11 – 13, 2020 Department 
VFW Auxiliary Convention 
Springfield, IL 

 July 18 – 23, 2020 National 
Convention Reno, NV 

 

 

VETERANS AND FAMILY SUPPORT - 
PAULA DEDONCKER  

There are no words to express my 
gratefulness to Danielle Krull, Dist. 16 

President, for her courage to share her 
story with us at our last Council meeting. 

Sharing pain is difficult, sharing 
challenges is difficult. Hopefully we have 
all gained a better perspective on the 
true impact PTSD can have on families 
and spouses. 

Embracing our younger members also 
means understanding their challenges 
and exhibiting our willingness to aid not 
just the veteran, but the families as well. 

Reports are still trickling in, and very 
much appreciated. 

If you haven’t had the opportunity to 
report yet, please do. If you need any 
assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Thank you for all you do! 

 

CHIEF OF STAFF - JERRIANN BYRD  

Part of the Extension program is to 
retain our existing members by 
mentoring them and to recruit new 
members for our Auxiliaries. There are 
many opportunities to form new 
Auxiliaries from our Bachelor Post.  
 
Contact newly formed VFW Posts and 
older Posts to see if they are interested 
in starting an Auxiliary. Contact the 
Department President or Chief of Staff 
for the information. 
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We really need to focus on our existing 
Auxiliaries that are struggling and need 
assistance. Good Communication is the 
key to keep our members informed. 
President Billie has teams formed to 
help our struggling Auxiliaries and they 
are doing an outstanding job. 
 
I am sad to report that we have lost 
three Auxiliaries in our 2019 – 2020 
“Lighting the Way for our Veterans 
Year”.  
 
But good news, District 10 President, 
Janet Kays is working on starting one in 
District 10. District 12 President Laura 
Knackstedt is working on one in District 
12. President Billie, Deputy Chief of 
Staff Janet Snow and myself went to 
Tuscola VFW Post 10007 Feb 9th and 
verified 16 membership applications. 
So, they will be a go. District 9 has 3 
Post interested in forming an Auxiliary 
and District President Lynn Bankard is 
working with them.  We will be happy to 
welcome these new Auxiliaries, but we 
need to keep working on retaining the 
ones we have. 
 
I have received Extension reports from 
128 Auxiliaries. 28 Auxiliaries have not 
reported. 
 
Be sure and check Award #2 in the 
program book and apply for it. Also 
Award #1. 
 

Once again, I want to say thanks to all 
of you for what you do for our Veterans 

PRESIDENT’S PIN - JERRIANN BYRD 

Can you believe we are in our eighth 
month of President Billie’s “Lighting the 
Way for Our Veterans” year? 
 

In June I started with 5500 of President 
Billie’s Lighthouse pins designed by her 
son John. Congratulations to District’s 3, 
5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 17 & 19 for 
having sold the pins they took. There 
are still 309 unpaid pins out. Yes, these 
figures are good, but I still have 297 not 
handed out. President Billie and I have 
sold pins to everyone we have come in 
contact with during our travels and to 
everyone we know, plus given them to 
district Presidents to give to their 
Auxiliaries, Line Officers, Program 
Chairman and VAVS Reps. 
 
I need help selling the final 297. 
President Billie and myself would 
appreciate it if the Auxiliaries would buy 
just a few more to sell or give to the 
Veterans in their local nursing homes or 
give one to your VFW Post members. 
 
Remember a portion of the pin sales 
goes to President Billie’s special project 
”Beacon of Light” fund to help our 
Homeless Veterans in Illinois. 
 
When I give my report at Department 
Convention in June, I sure would like to 
say to President Billie, YOUR PINS ARE 
ALL SOLD. 
 
Call, text or email me and I will be glad 
to mail pins to you at no cost to you. 
 
Wishing all of you the best in 2020 and 
Thank you for all you do on a daily basis 
for our Veterans. 
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BUDDY POPPY/NATIONAL HOME -  
TERRY ADAMS 
 
 

 
 
 
“A Poppy is to Remember” 

 Poppy is a symbol of the bloodshed by 
American service members. It reiterates 
that we’ll never forget their sacrifices. 

The power of a little flower that has 
survived the tests of time. Given hope to 
so many and is supporting so many 
more.  

The therapy program provides exercise 
for fingers and hands crippled by 
wounds, disease and the effects of old 
age. Another reason Poppies are so 
important is because all proceeds from 
distribution are used for veteran’s 
welfare or the wellbeing of their needy 
dependents. More than 2,300 children 
have been or are being cared for in the 
VFW National Home. 

So how do we educate people on our 
flowers?  How do we make these 
flowers stand as a symbol of the 
sacrifices?  

 Promotions: 

A. Let the public know what you’re 
promoting, when and where!  

Urging them to buy and support 
by wearing the Poppy. 

Memorial or inspirational displays  

A. Displays must be designed to 
honor the dead, to inspire 
devotion to God and country, or 
to dramatize the activities 
supported by the Buddy Poppy 
Program. 

Artistic or decorative use of poppies  

A. Complete freedom shall be 
permitted in the use of poppies, 
poppy parts or poppy labels, and 
in the use of dyes or paints in 
achieving the desired artistic 
effect. 

Poppies to be used in display 
contests are to be ordered from the 
VFW Department Headquarters, 

P.O. Box 13206 Springfield, Illinois 
62791-3206 

Who may enter the Contest? Any 
person or group of persons (except 
professional display builders) 

The display must be entered by the 
Post or Auxiliary. All previous District 
or Department entries are ineligible 
for this contest. 

All ties will be broken by largest 
Buddy Poppy count. 

Good Luck! 

It is a time to show that “No one 
does more for Veterans” than the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars with the 
Auxiliary by its side. 
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VFW National Home for Children 

 

 

Let’s celebrate!! Happy 95Th year, 
providing a safe Home and a Place 
for HOPE to grow. 

The story began in 1925 with the 
first family moving into the old 
Farmhouse. That house is gone now 
but the meaning behind it lives on, in 
the 42 single family homes on the 
campus.  

A little history: 

As the Home approached 1940, it 
was clear that the GREAT 
Depression had severely impacted 
our finances. Through the dedication 
of the VFW and its Auxiliary, 
however, they were able to donate 
$62,440.54 from Poppy Sales in 
1941 and the Home was able to stay 
in operation during a challenging 
time. 

It was during this era that the 
supportive structures at the Home 
were expanded to include the 

Nursery and Guest Lodge and 
Chapel. 

By 1946, The National Home had 
113 boys serving overseas during 
WWII; sadly, we lost three of them 
during the War:  

  Lawrence Sims 

  Maurice Chadwick 

  Anthony Walters 

 Moving forward in 2008, the 
National Home launched a new 
service, founded on the premise that 
sometimes the best way to help an 
American war hero is just to listen, 
get to the heart of the problem, and 
find the right kind of assistance in 
his or her local community. 

Since that time, the Military and 
Veteran Family Helpline (800-313-
4200) has helped thousands of 
military and veteran families by 
providing information, creating 
connections, and giving hope.  

So, celebrate 95 Years: Take a stroll 
Through the Rich History of the 
VFW National Home for Children. 
www.vfwnationalhome.org. 

With your support and donations, 
the VFW National Home for Children 
will exist for another 95 years! 
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MENTORING FOR LEADERSHIP - 
MARY SPINDLER 

It’s time to celebrate a great 
accomplishment…the Department of IL 
is now 99% reported in Mentoring for 
Leadership—and that is amazing for a 
brand-new program!  (Note:  X-sheet is 
showing 96%, but please know that if I 
talked to you by phone or email, it is on 
MY x-sheet). 

This didn’t happen by accident, and I 
want to thank the Auxiliaries and 
Districts for making a concentrated effort 
to embrace and share the program.  
Judging from the reports I have received 
you have done a great deal to create a 
better working environment within your 
Auxiliaries; endeavored to keep our 
members active and involved; and 
worked diligently towards recruiting and 
engaging new volunteers. I also want to 
thank you for showing up at Auxiliary 
functions with a positive attitude and 
putting forth the time and effort to teach 
others; for inspiring our members to 
become a part of the team; and creating 
an overall positive experience within the 
organization.  All the above constitutes 
the concept of mentoring, and that puts 
a great big smile on my face! 

This will be my last promotion of the 
program, so I want to share with you the 
National awards for Auxiliaries and 
members (these are listed in your Dept. 

Program Book, but I am including them 
here because not everyone has that 
book, and the necessary forms are not 
included). First, be aware that every 
Auxiliary that implements a 
Mentoring Program will receive a 
citation, but the form is needed. I did 
e-mail the award form to every Auxiliary 
that reported doing so, but some of 
them bounced back.  PLEASE, contact 
me if you need the form, because I want 
EVERYONE to be included.  The 
deadline for entries is March 31st, and 
that date is quickly approaching.  Don’t 
put this off, as it will take some time to 
review and submit the forms to National.  
Here are the National award criteria for 
Auxiliaries: 

Note:  Let me repeat: These awards are 
listed in the program book, but the 
actual forms must be accessed through 
the National website or obtained from 
the Department website under the 
Mentoring for Leadership Program.  Or 
you can just e-mail me, and I will 
send them to you! 

AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES – Due to 
Department Chairman by March 31, 
2020 

1. Most Outstanding Implementation of 
a Mentoring for Leadership Program.  
 Citation to every Auxiliary that 

implements a Mentoring for 
Leadership Entry form (required) 
available at 
www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources 

 Auxiliaries are to send form to their 
Department Chairman by March 
31, 2020. Department Chairmen 
are to send form to National 
Headquarters by April 30, 2020. 
Citations will be mailed directly to 
Auxiliaries. 
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 Citation and $50 to one Auxiliary in 
the nation for the most outstanding 
implementation of a Mentoring for 
Leadership Program. 

Awards for Members: (Please send to 
me by March 31st, as all entries will 
be judged.) 

1.  Citation awarded to the first, second 
and third place member in each 
Department who is instrumental in 
fulfilling the role as a mentor/leader. 
Three nominations from each 
Department for Mentoring for 
Leadership Chairman are due by April 
30, 2020, to the National Mentoring for 
Leadership Ambassador.  Nomination 
form is required, and can be found at 
www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources  

Of course, there are also Department 
awards for promotion of the Mentoring 
Program, and I will remind you to review 
them in the Program Book or on the 
Department website.  Please let me 
know if you have done -- I only know 
what you have done if you communicate 
it to me!  

 

 

 

HISTORIAN/SOCIAL MEDIA - 
MICHAEL MARUSZUK 

I want to ‘Thank’ all the Auxiliaries for 
submitting their Historian reports by 
December 31st. Even though you 
submitted a report that doesn’t mean 
your reporting is complete. Please 
continue reporting to show the 
wonderful activities your Auxiliary is 
doing for to our Veterans. 

How do you let your community know 
what is happing in your Auxiliary or 
District? Does your community know 
that the VFW Auxiliary is over 100 years 
old and has always made our Veterans 
their number one priority? Getting the 
word out about is important. At our 
Council of Administration meeting in 
February we were reminded by Jason 
Estell, National Ambassador for 
Americanism let’s keep up getting the 
word about the wonderful things the 
Auxiliary is doing. Leveraging your local 
newspapers, radio, or television can 
help your Auxiliary or District boost 
membership, bring back members you 
haven’t seen in a while. I am sure when 
you ask Auxiliary members how you 
found out about what is happening in 
your Auxiliary or District. I am sure they 
will answer ‘Facebook’. Now ask the 
same question to a seasoned member 
and that answer could be different. Are 
you really reaching out to all your 
members? How do reach those 
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members who do not have a Facebook 
account. Some of your older members 
may not have a computer or may not 
have Internet. Our dependency on 
electronic media has taken out the 
personal touch we used to have. We 
need each member to be able to say, “I 
know what is happening in my Auxiliary, 
District, Department, and National”. Our 
National Organization has an online 
resource use them to their fullest extent. 
The link below is to our National 
Auxiliary resource page. Share this 
information with your member and use 
the form, letters, and recruitment tolls. 

www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources 

I have a challenge for all Historians to 
complete by April 3rd. Each member 
that completes this challenge you will 
receive a ‘Certificate of Achievement’ 
that will be given out at the Department 
Convention.  The first three will receive 
something special.  

Reach out to a member that you have 
not seen at a meeting for more than six 
months. 

Take a copy of your Auxiliary newsletter, 
this newsletter the Beacon, and the 
National Auxiliary Magazine to that 
member (paper or electronic). 

Ask them if they read any of them? If 
not, find out why? 

Find out if they have a Facebook 
account? 

If they have a Facebook account how 
often do, they read posting from their 
Post/Auxiliary/District/Department/Natio
nal?  

How often do they visit the National or 
Department of Illinois Auxiliaries web?  

Take a photo of you and your member 
with one of these newsletters, post them 
on the Department of Illinois Facebook 
page with your name and the members 
name?  

 I know some members like privacy and 
do not want their pictures on Facebook, 
I do respect those wishes. On Facebook 
provide your name, the, the name of the 
member visited.   

Continue getting the word out about the 
wonderful things the VFW Auxiliary is 
doing in your Community.  

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP - DIANE HAWK 

Congratulations to all the Auxiliaries that 
made their 100% or their 100%+ by the 
end December.  We just love handing 
money back to our Auxiliaries at Council 
Meetings.  There is still one of the Get 
the Money Awards to get from 
Department.  If your Auxiliary is 100%+ 
between January 1 and May 31, 2020. 
You can win $10.00.    

This is the time of the year when it is 
hard to get membership.  But reach out 
to those members, possibly by phone.  
Get your delinquent committee working, 
divide the list and ask if that member is 
having problems.  If they think someone 
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cares, they may open up to you.  
Remember your Auxiliary can Adopt-A-
Member by a vote of the membership.  If 
your Auxiliary pays that dues, you can 
take those funds from your relief fund, 
because you are helping a family 
member of a veteran. 

At this writing (early February) we need 
less than 900 members to have our 
department 100%+.  Our National 
Ambassador, Diane Pencak, helped get 
those of us at Council Meeting re-
energized, by reminding us what we can 
do, if we only IMAGINE, if each current 
member Invited one person to join, then 
got them Involved, because we have 
then all Invested in our  Auxiliaries. We 
need each of you to try for that 100%+.  

We are working on a trophy for the 
district presidents with the highest 
percentage in each membership group.  
Who will get that 100%+ in the Upstate, 
Midstate and Downstate? A trophy and 
bragging rights all through convention 
should make for some fun.   

We will be sending out E-blasts 
announcing how close we are getting to 
our 100%+.  In March, we need you all 
to reach for that Pot of Gold, I know 
there are leprechauns among us and 
you can get that Pot of Gold of 100%+.   

                                                                  

 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE - CEIL BARCLAY 

Wishing everyone continued Good 
Health, Happiness and Friendship in this 
New Year! 
 
I am so very, very proud of our 
Legislative Team all across Illinois!  It 
was with your help that we were 
100% reported for Legislation by 
December 10, 2019.  Yes, it was a lot of 
work and you completed our task for 
Department with your online reports for 
Legislation by the end of December! 
You did it!  We accomplished so much 
thus far and our work continues for our 
Veterans and their Families!  Great, 
Great Job! 
 
I wish to thank all of you who notified me 
that you signed the online Action Alert 
for H.R. 4574.  I wrote a letter from our 
Legislative Team to our Senators 
from Illinois asking them to Pass the 
Veterans Right to Breathe Act H.R. 
4574. Look for my next e-blast for 
further explanation on this bill. 
 
Congress approves VA Dental Pilot 
Program: The VA’s Innovation Center’s 
Programs are scheduled to expand 
access to dental care through pro bono 
services at Community Dental Clinics. 
     
VA Doctors using Artificial 
Intelligence to Diagnose Cancer:  A 
team of researchers at the James A. 
Haley Veterans’ Hospital in Tampa, 
Florida is revolutionizing the way Cancer 
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is documented by enlisting the help of a 
computer to diagnose the disease in 
one of the largest patient populations in 
the nation:  Veterans! 
      
TRICARE Users Receive More Health 
Options in New Pilot program: If the 
new Pilot Program works in Atlanta, GA 
there are plans to open this up to more 
Veterans. In this Pilot Program, 
beneficiaries have access to more 
health programs such as no-cost 
telephone health coaching, special rates 
on gym memberships and discounts on 
acupuncture, chiropractic and massage 
therapy.  More information will be 
coming as the program moves forward.  
     
I wish to thank all of you for your 
patience as I was dealing with Family 
Health Concerns and with my Bronchial 
Pneumonia for 7 weeks.  I will continue 
working very hard for you, for our 
Veterans and for their Families.  Again, 
Congratulations on becoming 100% 
reported for Legislation by December 
10, 2019!  
 
 
GRAVES REGISTRATION - MARVIE 
WISNIEWSKI 
 

 

As we approach the end of our year it is 
important to make sure we have 
reported all of our deceased members. 

We want to be able to honor their 
service to our veterans and their families 
during our Memorial Service at the June 
Convention. 

I will include any deceased member 
reported by May 31st, 2020. 

Thank you to everyone for your diligent 
reporting. 

 

 

HOSPITAL REPORT - LAURA 
KNACKSTEDT 

I want to thank everyone for their 
donations and hospital reports.  The 
Hospital Program is 100% reported.  
What a great job by everyone!!!  It is not 
over though, so please keep reporting 
and if you wish to make additional 
donations please do so. 

At our recent C of A in Springfield we 
discussed some things that pertain to 
the Hospital Program.  We have 
continued to keep the TLC on the 
donation list.  National no longer does 
the TLC.  After discussing and getting 
input from our VAVS Reps, we are 
looking at removing the TLC from the 
donation list.  We understand that many 
Auxiliaries are struggling financially and 
we want to put the donations we receive 
to better use.  Many Auxiliaries did not 
submit their hospital pledge.  Please 
understand that the money collected 
from the hospital pledge is used to 
reimburse the VAVS Reps for their drive 
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back and forth from the facilities.  Many 
of our VAVS reps drive over an hour 
one way to make their visits to our 
facilities.  Their mileage expense adds 
up quickly.  At one time we had over 
250 Auxiliaries in our department.  We 
are now down to a little over 150.  
Unfortunately, our expenses have 
remained constant.  The donations you 
submit for the VA facilities are used 
solely on the Veterans and events we 
have for them.  The hospital pledge is 
our only way to help our VAVS Reps 
with their visits.  We could cut down on 
the visits our VAVS Reps make to the 
facilities.  If we do this, we are taking 
away from our main goal which is to 
help our Veterans.  Please understand 
that we sincerely appreciate everything 
our Auxiliaries do to help support our 
Veterans.  We are only trying to use the 
funds collected in the best way possible 
to help our Veterans. 

We are always looking for volunteers to 
help at our facilities.  If you are 
interested or know of anyone that might 
be interested, please let me know.  
Some of our volunteers have visiting the 
facilities for years.  We need some new 
volunteers to step up and help them.  
We want to continue to give the best 
support to our Veterans when they need 
it the most. 

In the last Beacon I reported on a 
project that Mercie had done for the 
blind unit at Hines.  Unfortunately, the 
can labels did not work out as well as 
we had hoped.  I appreciate the thought 
Mercie put into the project.  New ideas 
may not work out, but if we don’t try new 
ideas we will never move forward.   

Spring is just around the corner.  I know 
that our Veterans are looking forward to 
the weather warming up and being able 
to get outside and enjoy the sunshine.  
Think about what your Auxiliary can do 
to help them.  Plan a picnic or function 
that will get them out and about.  The 
fresh air and sunshine will do wonders 
to help their mental and physical 
wellbeing.   

Thank you again for all you do for our 
Veterans.  Together I know that we are 
“Lighting the Way for our Veterans” 

 

DANVILLE VAVS - DEBBIE GARD 

Showing our Love and Respect to Our 
Veterans is something we strive to do 
every day. By sharing time with each of 
the veterans we meet, always shows 
how much we appreciate the sacrifices 
they have made for our freedoms. 
Giving back just a little means so very 
much to them. A card, a piece of St. 
Patrick’s Day candy, warm gloves or 
hats, a blanket, a lunch out in the 
community or just a smile and hello can 
let them know someone cares about 
them. During the winter months when 
the days are bleak, some of our 
veterans lose focus on life and become 
depressed. Sometimes they may even 
become suicidal. A kind word or small 
gift could make all the difference. Keep 
our veterans in your prayers and keep 
up the good works you do to show we 
care. 
 
Please send a St. Patrick’s Day card to 
the veterans in Liberty, Freedom, Honor 
and Valor Houses letting them know 
they are in our thoughts. There are 10 
veterans in each house.  
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Bingo and lunch outings will continue on 
Tuesdays each month. Weather 
Permitting. 
 
Your support is so greatly 
appreciated by Our Veterans. 
Ship c/o Deb Gard to Volunteer 
Office, Illiana VA, 1900 E. Main Street, 
Danville, Illinois 61832 
            
 

JEFFERSON BARRACKS VAMC - 
EMMA SUE WIENHOFF 

Sandy and I are so thankful for the 
volunteers, donations to the hospital and 
adjacent Fisher House. 

Our National Salute to Veterans (Feb. 9- 
15, 2020) gave us a chance to distribute 
Fingernail Kits to112 hospitalized 
Veterans on Feb. 10th  and purchased 
and served cakes for Valentine’s Day 
from Mc Arthur’s Bakery . 

 

Jefferson Barracks is largely a 
rehabilitation facility. They receive 
Veterans from all over United Stated. A 
few Veterans injured over-seas are now 
in our Rehabilitation Units (Spinal Cord, 
Stroke, Prosthetics, Orthopedic, Mental 
Health, and Drug Abuse).JB also has a 

Hospice, Nursing Home, and Psych. 
Units as well. 

The majority of Veterans seen at JB are 
out-patients.  We have Clinics for almost 
everything, even wheelchairs! 

 

The adjacent Fisher House has a meal 
program, where organizations and youth 
groups make a dinner meal for Veterans 
and their families who are staying there. 
Most dinners serve 25-30 people. If your 
Post, Auxiliary, or a sponsored youth 
group, want to do a dinner, the following 
guidelines apply. 

1. Call 314-894-6145 to request 
a date. 

2. Meals are the choice of the 
volunteering group. 

3. Send Flyer of menu to Fisher 
House prior to the event. 

4. Meals are usually prepared by 
5 PM 

5. Group must be out of the 
Fisher House by 6:30PM 

6. Must wear gloves while 
preparing food.  Gloves 
supplied by Fisher House 

7. No groups on Fridays or 
weekends. 
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8. Please let me know, if you 
plan a dinner at the Fisher 
House at JB. 

The Veterans Voice Writing 
Project is in full swing at JB.  
Auxiliaries have donated writing 
paper and other writing supplies.  
All are encouraged to 

Subscribe, Donate, and Give.  
Forms are available online at 
veteransvoices.org. or I also have 
copies of form. 

 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES  - JAN POWERS        

As the 2019-2020 reporting year comes 
to a close, I would like to thank all the 
Auxiliaries that have sent reports of the 
numerous activities with the youth of 
your communities. ● Marching in or 
participating in a Patriotic Parade or 
Holiday Parade! ● Making " Red White 
and Blue" craft items for the Veterans in 
homes, hospitals, or active military! ● 
Supporting your youth groups in your 

communities Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Church Groups!  ● Passing out small 
flags to all in attendance at Memorial 
Day, Fourth of July, Veterans Day 
celebrations! ● Hosting a variety of 
parties and awarding R.A.P. cards and 
coins to shop for small items! ● Several 
Thousand Dollars donated to the many 
different Youth Groups and your local 
Schools!!  

Reminder: ILLUSTRATING AMERICA            
K-8 Deadlines; Entries received by; 
Local Auxiliaries- March 31-2020 
Department- April 15-2020 National 
Headquarters- May 5-2020  

YOUTH ACTIVITIES PROGRAM 
AWARDS Most outstanding promotion 
of PATRIOTISM through LITERACY, 
form required and available at 
www.vfwauxiliary.org/resource. 
Deadlines: send to Department 
Chairman by March 31-2020 
Department Chairman to National 
Headquarters by April 30-2020. ● A 
Citation and $50 to one Auxiliary in the 
Nation for the most outstanding 
participation / promotion of 
PATRIOTISM through LITERACY.  

Making your Auxiliaries Accessible to 
today's Youth; Facebook/ Twitter/ 
YouTube/ Snapchat/ Instagram/ 
Pinterest  

 Thank You- Madam President Billie for 
giving the opportunity to serve as the 
Chairman of the Department of Illinois 
Youth Activities Program! Thanks to all 
of Auxiliaries that have done such an 
outstanding job reporting all of your 
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Activities. This has truly been a great 
year of LIGHTNING THE WAY FOR 
OUR VETERANS 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS - LAURIE 
SPARWASSER 

All Scholarships are now completed for 
this year except the Young American 
Creative Patriotic Art Contest.  All forms 
needed for this contest are on my 
webpage on the Illinois VFW Auxiliary 
website.  This contest is for high school 
students in grades 9-12 and must be 
attending school in Illinois since Illinois 
auxiliaries will be sponsoring them. The 
students must be a U.S. citizen or U.S. 
National.  The student can be home 
schooled.  The maximum student age is 
18 at time of the entry.  The student 
does not have to be related to a VFW or 
VFW Auxiliary member to participate. 

Please be sure the students have all the 
necessary information so they know 
what is accepted and what is not. There 
is also a helpful hints page that needs to 
be given to the schools for information 
on using a flag if they want to use it in 
their art, matting do’s and don’ts, etc.  
There is also a scoring sheet for the 
judges.  The entry must be completed 
during the current school year. 

A teacher or supervisory adult signature 
is required on the contest application.  
The contest application must be 
completed and attached to the back of 

the entry.  A typed explanation of the 
entry in 250 words or less must also be 
included.  All entries must be sponsored 
by an auxiliary. 

The 2-D art must be on canvas or 
paper.  Students can use watercolor, 
pencil, pastel, charcoal, tempera, 
crayon, acrylic pan, ink, oil, marker or 
other media.  The two-dimensional art 
should not be framed.  Canvas entries 
can be on a stretcher frame or canvas 
board. All other entries must be matted 
in white only. Reinforce the back with 
heavy paper.  Students can also use 
mounted and floating mats.  The art 
should be no smaller than 8” by 10” and 
no larger than 18” x 24”, not including 
the mat.  

3-D art is also included in this program.  
It will be judged together with the 2-D 
art.  Students can use paper, papier-
mache, pottery, metal work, fabric, 
wood, etc.  It cannot be larger than 18” 
in any direction and cannot weigh more 
than 5 pounds.  

Digital art, photography and jewelry are 
not accepted.  

Please make sure the judges have all 
the information they need to judge the 
art and to know what is acceptable and 
what is not.  There is also a scoring 
sheet for the judges on my webpage.  

All entries must be submitted to your 
auxiliary by March 31st.  Illinois has no 
District judging so your first-place winner 
must be mailed to reach me by April 
15th.  Every auxiliary in the state can 
mail me a winner.  Please package the 
art so it will not be damaged en route.  If 
your auxiliary has several entries and 
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some auxiliaries in your District may not 
have one, it would be to the student’s 
advantage to spread the entries to other 
auxiliaries so they all have a chance to 
place at Department.  Only the 
Department first place winner will 
advance to National.   

Department awards are $300 for first 
place, $200 for second place and $100 
for third place.   

The National award amounts have been 
increased to $15,000 for first place, 
$7,500 for second place, $3,500 for third 
place, $1,500 for fourth and fifth place, 
$500 for sixth-ninth place.  I hope we 
can get a big winner from Illinois.   

National is asking for donations for 
Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Endowment Fund so these higher 
amounts can be continued and maybe 
do more awards.  I have an award for 
the District Chairman that does the best 
promotion and has the best idea for 
raising money for this fund.  I must 
receive this report by March 31st.   The 
fund has increased a little this year, 
$1500 is now for fourth and fifth place 
winners and they are paying up to nine 
places.  Last year they paid up to eight 
places.   

Be sure to report all you have done in all 
parts of the Scholarship Program.  
Thank you for a great year.   

 “Serving Our Veterans with Aloha” 

 

 


