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Buddy Poppy 
 
In 1922, VFW conducted a campaign and got Poppies from France. Members soon discovered it 
took too long to get the flowers in from France and came up with a better idea. Disabled, 
hospitalized and aging veterans could make the paper flowers and ship them out to the members 
for distribution. 
 
The poppy program is truly all about Veterans helping veterans and living up to VFW’s motto of 
“No one Does More for Veterans” 
 
There are two critical components to conducting a successful campaign. 
 
PLANNING & ENTHUSIAM 
 
Planning ensures nothing will be left to chance and there will be plenty of Poppies for distribution. 
And the more enthusiasm you demonstrate, the greater your chances of inspiring others to help 
make this campaign a success. 
 

1. Identify your potential volunteers and gather them together for a meeting explain the 
purpose of campaign  

2. Plan each volunteer distributing 200 Poppies. Sounds like a lot but they go fast 
3. Choose distribution dates Veterans Day and Memorial Day are very popular, but any time is 

a good time to distribute this memorial flower. 
4. Request from National Supply at least 8 to 12 weeks in advance of your distribution 

date. 
5. Make sure you get permission from business owners in advance  
6. Post flyers letting community know when and where they can get a “Buddy Poppy” 
7. Encourage your volunteers to Smile and be enthusiastic during distribution. If they appear 

friendly, it will project a good image for VFW & Auxiliaries 
8. Make sure volunteers wear VFW or Auxiliary apparel/ caps 
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9. Remind the volunteers that they are not “selling” Poppies, but distributing them with 
the hope of a donation 

10. Always have application with you. We always need New Members ASK! 

Do you need to overcome Adversity?   Are your members older and in failing health? 
 
Maybe you should try a different approach for distributing Poppies 

1. Craft fairs with wreaths or centerpieces 
2. A “Wall of Remembrance” 
3. Let your imagination and that of your volunteers go wild in distributing these beautiful red 

Flowers. 

REMEMBER: NEVER REFUSE SOMEONE A POPPY BECAUSE THEY ARE UNABLE TO 
CONTRIBUTE. A POPPY ON ANYONE’S LAPEL HONORS ALL VETERANS 

 
Did you know? 
 
ANNIVERSARY “Buddy” POPPIES 
Special poppies are now available to Post celebrating their 25th, 50th and 75th anniversaries. 
The poppies are the same design as traditional poppies but come in silver for 25th 
anniversary, gold for 50th, diamond (iridescent white) for the 75th anniversary. These 
poppies can be ordered along with regular poppies prior to and during your anniversary 
year. They should be distributed and used just like normal poppies. 
 
 

 

National Home 
 
Mission: For families touched by stress of deployment and war, it can be difficult to provide a safe 
and loving home… perhaps a mother’s struggles to financially provide for her family or a father 
needs to work through the things he saw and dealt with while serving in Iraq or Afghanistan. The 
children might not be doing well in school and need a caring adult to monitor and guide them. The 
National Home offers struggling military and veterans’ families a chance to heal and grow; a 
chance to work on moving forward. 
 
Families in Residence: The families living at our National Home have a chance to rebuild their 
lives. They can receive case management services, on site licensed childcare, life skills training, 
and other services designed to help them heal and grow. 
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Facilities: The VFW National Home is in Eaton Rapids Michigan and has 42 single family homes 
on 629 acres. There are playgrounds, a community center, a licensed daycare facility, recreational 
areas, a guest lodge, chapel, and an administrative building. Our VFW Department of Illinois 
sponsors 2 homes - Illinois #1 and Illinois #2  So come see for yourself! 
 
**Illinois Day** @ VFW National Home for Children 
 
September 28, 2019 
 
10AM Coffee and registration at community center 
 
10:30 Campus Tours and Visits to Illinois Homes 1&2…Museum, guest Lodge, Chapel, Nursery 
and Tribute Park 
 
Noon ….Lunch…Nominal Cost 
 
1pm Program, Raffle and Silver coin March (Please bring Donations) 
 
As in the Past, we will have a “Get Together” on Friday evening September 27 at the Charlotte 
VFW Post Start @ 5 Dinner at 6pm (Eastern Time zone) as Michigan is an hour ahead. 
 
Charlotte Post  
695 Lansing Rd.  
Charlotte, MI 48813 
 
This is absolutely a great trip, don’t miss out. Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions 


