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Welcome to the second edition of The Beacon! In these publications you will find information that 
will help explain our Programs and how each member can be involved with activities that support 
our Veterans and communities.  You will also find information to keep you up to date on important 
things happening within our Department VFW Auxiliary.  Please take the time to read through the 
contents and distribute the information to your Auxiliary members.  Much thought and preparation 
go into each issue so that each Auxiliary member has current information. 
 
I want to thank every member that attended the August Council of Administration weekend. It was 
action-packed and full of information, training, and time with great friends.    
 
How honored I was to welcome Gwen Rankin, Past National President and current National Chief-
of-Staff and Extension Chairman as our National representative.  In our Council meeting we 
approved our budget for the 2019/2020 year, recognized the outstanding efforts of so many 
Auxiliaries related to reaching membership goals, heard about awards given out at National 
Convention to our 2018/2019 Department Chairmen, and received Program information from some 
of our Department Chairmen.  
 
The afternoon brought training to assist with membership, filing the annual 990’s and Malta. We 
were then ready for some fun, good food and good music as Department Commander Brad Gould 
and I celebrated our Homecoming.  My most sincere thanks to all who attended and for those 
presenting gifts and recognitions.   
 
As I think back on this weekend, I am pleased about what we have accomplished together. We 
looked at things from different angles, raised and answered questions, and came together in 
agreement for what is best for our organization.  My thanks go out to all who were a part of this 
process.  I hope this sets the tone for the rest of the year; respectful discussion among members to 
come to consensus that results in a positive focus for our veterans, a year where we see that we 
don’t always have to do things in the same way and that differing ideas can be shared, valued, and 
enacted upon. Thank you all for being respectful of our members, for caring about our organization 
enough to keep it relevant and to encourage new members with new ideas.   
 
Together we can be a part of “Lighting the Way for our Veterans”. 
 
Billie 

 


