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First of all, I want to apologize for something. Not knowing that the Council of Administration had to 
approve the Illinois Education Scholarship Fund, I announced that there would be one. 
Unfortunately, The Council did not approve the scholarship fund, so there will be no donations 
accepted for this. I am sorry for “jumping the gun” on this. But I still encourage all auxiliaries to give 
a copy of the National Continuing Education Scholarship to all eligible applicants in their 
auxiliaries. It is for any member who has been a continuous member for at least one year by the 
application deadline which is February 15, 2020, their spouse, son or daughter pursuing a college 
degree or a vocational/technical degree. I know there are a lot of members with children or 
grandchildren or they themselves pursuing a degree, so please let them know about this 
scholarship. 
 
Now on to the two scholarships that are due first - Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen. The 
theme is the same for both - “What makes America Great”. Schools have started and we need to 
get applications to them as soon as possible. You may want to directly contact counselors at the 
schools as they may know students that like to write and need the scholarship money- especially 
at the high school level. Talking to English teachers and Speech teachers may be a good idea 
also. If your school has assemblies, you may want to ask permission to speak to the students 
about these contests there. You can take them to your church offices and ask them to put the 
information in their bulletins and have applications available for pickup. Put information out on 
social media where the students go for information. You can also put an article in your local 
newspapers. If you have a local radio station, ask them to announce these contests. The more 
information out there the better chance we have of getting a lot of good quality essays. 
 
A copy of the application and information are on my webpage for you to print. I also gave copies of 
all applications for the programs to the District Presidents to give to their Scholarship Chairman. 
Please contact them if you need anything. Also, I can also help you get whatever you need. Please 
contact me if you need anything.  
 
The VFW Voice of Democracy Chairman for Illinois has a goal of 2500 VOD essays received at 
Post levels throughout the state. He indicated that last year we were down almost 500 entries from 
previous years. We would like to see this number go up again. Since Posts and Auxiliaries give out 
awards a student can still win some money even if they are not the #1 entry. We also need a lot of 
participation by our middle school students. Having them get interested in writing now will prepare 
them for the Voice of Democracy contest when they are in high school. 
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Please report to me as soon as you do anything for any of these programs. I need to know the 
hours spent, miles driven, number of members involved, did you use any media to get this 
information out and of any money spent to do the program and money spent for awards when you 
have your awards program. You do not need to wait until the contest is over to report what you 
have done.  
 
Getting the information out for the Young American Patriotic Art Contest to the schools right away 
will get you reported for that scholarship also. Sending out Continuing Education Scholarship 
applications to your members will get you qualified for that scholarship. If you read your bulletins in 
your meetings, please report that also. We know members are hearing about these scholarships if 
you do these things. Please send me any pictures of your winning students and newspaper articles 
announcing the contest and your winners. 
 
Thank you for your time and all your hard work and letting me know what you are all doing in your 
reports 


