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Light Notes from President 
Billie                    

 
Welcome to the second edition of The 
Beacon! In these publications you will find 
information that will help explain our 
Programs and how each member can be 
involved with activities that support our 
Veterans and communities.  You will also find 
information to keep you up to date on 
important things happening within our 
Department VFW Auxiliary.  Please take the 
time to read through the contents and 
distribute the information to your Auxiliary 
members.  Much thought and preparation go 
into each issue so that each Auxiliary member 
has current information. 

I want to thank every member that attended 
the August Council of Administration 
weekend. It was action-packed and full of 
information, training, and time with great 
friends.    
 
How honored I was to welcome Gwen 
Rankin, Past National President and current 
National Chief-of-Staff and Extension 
Chairman as our National representative.  In 
our Council meeting we approved our budget 
for the 2019/2020 year, recognized the 
outstanding efforts of so many Auxiliaries 
related to reaching membership goals, heard 
about awards given out at National 
Convention to our 2018/2019 Department 
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Chairmen, and received Program information 
from some of our Department Chairmen.  
 
The afternoon brought training to assist with 
membership, filing the annual 990’s and 
Malta. We were then ready for some fun, 
good food and good music as Department 
Commander Brad Gould and I celebrated our 
Homecoming.  My most sincere thanks to all 
who attended and for those presenting gifts 
and recognitions.   
 
As I think back on this weekend, I am pleased 
about what we have accomplished together. 
We looked at things from different angles, 
raised and answered questions, and came 
together in agreement for what is best for our 
organization.  My thanks go out to all who 
were a part of this process.  I hope this sets 
the tone for the rest of the year; respectful 
discussion among members to come to 
consensus that results in a positive focus for 
our veterans, a year where we see that we 
don’t always have to do things in the same 
way and that differing ideas can be shared, 
valued, and enacted upon. Thank you all for 
being respectful of our members, for caring 
about our organization enough to keep it 
relevant and to encourage new members with 
new ideas.   
 
Together we can be a part of “Lighting the 
Way for our Veterans”. 

 
Billie 

 

 

 

“WICKIES” WISDOM – SEC’Y/TREASURER 
LINDA LORENZ                        

 

So, you ask what is a ” Wickie”? Wickie is 
the keeper of the Lighthouse! This person 
makes sure we have the light we need and 
keeps it shiny and bright. The secretary/ 
treasurer is the person making sure our light 
keeps shining and supplies us with material, 
so our light never goes out! 

The following information is to help in 
understanding how the various Hospital 
Funds we ask you to donate to are used.   

 Since the inception of our organization in 
1914, our members have been supporting 
our hospitalized veterans either monetarily 
or by hospital visits. The Department of 
Illinois is responsible for 12 veterans’ 
hospitals (5 VA Hospitals in Danville, 
Marion, Hines, Chicago and North 
Chicago; 4 Illinois Veterans Homes in 
Anna, LaSalle, Manteno and Quincy; and 
three satellite VA hospitals – one in 
Madison, WI and two in the St. Louis 
area). Donations to the individual hospitals 
allow our Department Hospital 
Representatives to purchase desperately 
needed comfort items and to pay for 
parties and entertainment for our Veterans 
in these facilities. Each Auxiliary is 
assigned to specific VA hospitals and/or 
Veterans Homes. Our suggestion, if your 
Auxiliary can afford it, is to donate to your 
assigned facility and make smaller 
donations to the other facilities in the 
state. In order to receive credit on the 
Donation List, monetary donations 
need to be sent to the Department 
Treasurer and earmarked for the 
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hospitals of your choice. The money 
donated to a specific hospital is used 
exclusively for the Veterans in that 
Hospital. If you would like your donation 
to be used for a special purpose, please 
indicate this and the Hospital Reps will 
honor your request.  

 
 The Hospital Pledge is used to help 

defray expenses for the Department’s 
Hospital Program. The largest expense in 
this category is providing travel assistance 
to the Department VAVS Representatives 
and Deputies assigned and working in the 
12 Hospitals and Veterans Homes. You 
are asked to increase your Auxiliary’s 
donation by $1 each year. In order to 
receive credit on the Donation List, 
monetary donations need to be sent to 
the Department Treasurer and 
earmarked for Hospital Pledge. 

 
 The last fund is the Tender Loving Care 

(TLC) fund. This money is also used 
directly for the Veterans and is used to 
purchase a small gift or to have a special 
function for the Veterans in the facility 
based on the recommendation of our 
Department Representatives. The goal is 
to reach $4000.  All monies collected are 
apportioned to the VA Hospitals and 
Veterans Home based on the number of 
Veterans served in each. In order to 
receive credit on the Donation List, 
monetary donations need to be sent to 
the Department Treasurer and 
earmarked for TLC. You will begin seeing 
this fund on the Donation List beginning in 
September.  

 

REMINDERS: 

 Please check the Donation List monthly 
on the Department Website 
www.auxiliaryil.org. If you have any 

questions on the donations shown for your 
Auxiliary or District, please contact the 
Department Treasurer. 

 Please check the “X-Sheet” monthly on 
the Department Website. If you have any 
questions on the programs, contact the 
Program Coordinator, Dan Hansen. 
Questions on Audits, Installations, Bonds, 
or paid dues of the Auxiliary Officers, 
please contact the Department Treasurer.  

 The Second Quarter Auxiliary Audit was 
due July 31, 2019 for April, May and June 
2019. If you have sent it, thank you. If not, 
please send it as soon as possible.  

 990N must be filed no later than 
November 15, 2019 for the period of July 
1, 2018 thru June 30, 2019.  

 2019-2020 Auxiliary/District Officers 
MUST have their dues paid by December 
31, 2019 

 Do not hold dues. Please submit them as 
soon as possible after you receive them. 
You can either input them on MALTA or 
send a list of members to be paid along 
with your Auxiliary Check for $11 for each 
annual member to me and I will process 
them.  

 New Member/Transfers/Rejoin 
applications must be filled out with 
complete information. Remember to 
review the Medal/Ribbon qualifications in 
Section 101 of our Bylaws. If you have any 
question, please feel free to call me. 

 

      

 September 21, 2019 – Mid-State 
Department President’s Luncheon, 
Post 454 Bloomington 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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 September 28, 2019 – Illinois Day at 
the VFW National Home for Children, 
Eaton Rapids, MI 

 October 1-3, 2019 – National President 
Peggy Haake Visit to Illinois, 
Bloomington, IL (See the flyer included 
with The Beacon for details)  

 October 18-20, 2019 – Big 10 
Conference, Omaha Nebraska 

 October 26, 2019 – Down State 
Department President’s Luncheon, 
Post 3455 Anna, IL 

 October 31, 2019 – Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen essay 
due to your Post/Auxiliary 

 November 9, 2019 – Council of 
Administration Meeting Macomb, IL 

 November 9, 2019 – Hospital 
Conference Macomb, IL 

 

VETERANS AND FAMILY SUPPORT –
PAULA DeDONCKER 

 
I’ve said it before, I’ll say it again. It’s never 
too early, or too late to try and make a 
difference in a Veterans life.  
 
National VFS Ambassador Wendy 
Reinhardt’s passion for our veterans and their 
families is palpable. She reminds us to focus 
on the veteran’s family as well. Imagine 
coming out of the military, wondering about 
the future for not just you, but your family. The 
“Sports Clip Help A Hero Scholarship” is one 
way to help put our veterans on the learning 
path. Imagine the pride in a little voice “my 
daddy/mommy is in college!!”  
 

Here are the details regarding the program, 
also available on our Department and 
National websites. 
Consider at your meeting making a donation 
or displaying info on the program at your 
Post. 
 
Here are the scholarship details: 
 
 Scholarship Details: 
 
 Scholarships of up to $5,000 will be 

awarded to qualified applicants. 
 Awarded scholarships are limited to one 

per family per semester. 
 Applications for the Fall semester will be 

accepted January 1 through April 30. 
 Applications for the Spring semester will be 

accepted August 1 through November 15. 
 Fall semester scholarships will be awarded 

in August, and Spring semester 
scholarships will be awarded in January. 

 Scholarships must be used by the end of 
the school semester for which the veteran 
is applying or they will become null and 
void. 

 Scholarships are restricted for tuition and 
fees only and will be paid directly to 
accredited schools. 
 

Eligible Applicants Must: 
 
 Be a citizen of the United States. 
 Be retired, honorably discharged, active 

duty, or a member of the National Guard or 
Reserve. 

 Have completed Basic Training and follow-
on training (Advanced Individual Training, 
technical school, etc.). 

 Separated with or currently hold a military 
rank of E-5 or below. 

 Demonstrate a need for financial 
assistance. 

 Participate in, be accepted to or currently 
enrolled in a VA-approved program or 
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school at an accredited post-secondary 
institution. 
 

The deadline to submit an application for the 
spring 2019 semester is November 15, 2018.  
 
The scholarship application can be 
found here or by visiting www.vfw.org and 
selecting Assistance, then Student Veteran 
Support and by clicking on the APPLY 
TODAY button.  Many answers to questions 
frequently asked about this Scholarship have 
been answered here. 
 
Thank you to all of the Auxiliaries that have 
reported. I look forward to receiving your 
reports and learning new ideas to support our 
veterans!! 

 

MENTORING FOR LEADERSHIP- MARY 
SPINDLER 

Have you appointed a Mentoring Chairman in 
you Auxiliary or District? If you have not done 
so, I urge you to do this as soon as possible. 
If we are not talking about the program, and 
getting others to participate, we won’t reap 
the benefits of one of the greatest programs 
that has ever been added by National. When 
we all come together to embrace and share 
the information, we will ultimately create a 
stronger, healthier and better VFW Auxiliary! 

When we talk about mentoring, there are 
three elements which we should all strive to 
incorporate into the program, as follows: 

Respect the Past: New members come to 
the Auxiliary having little or no knowledge of 

the organization; and even some of our 
current members don’t understand it. For 
those of us who have been around for a 
while, it is our obligation to make others 
aware of the Auxiliary traditions that have 
been around since the inception of the 
Auxiliary. When someone has a better idea of 
why we do things, such as floor work, our 
ritual or the bylaws, they can develop a 
greater appreciation for all we do and have an 
easier time blending into the organization. 
Take time to mentor by explaining the goals, 
values and ideals of the VFW Auxiliary, and 
always offer to help and answer questions 

Embrace the Present: Although we cherish 
the past, it is also important to embrace the 
present. This organization was chartered in 
1914, and much has changed since that time. 
We’ve gone from the days of horse and 
buggy and almost no communication to 
today’s high tech and more efficient way of 
reaching out to our members. We need to 
stay current with today’s generation, and we 
must be flexible and willing to do some things 
differently. Our bylaws have changed to allow 
less structured meeting that are focused on 
getting business done and projects 
accomplished in a shorter time span. That’s 
important in today’s busy world! Give those 
younger members an opportunity to try things 
their way, and you might be pleasantly 
surprised. 

Plan for the Future: This is probably the 
most important of the three areas, because 
none of us are going to live forever! If we 
don’t plan for our future, they we likely won’t 
have one. To ensure that our Auxiliary stays 
healthy into the future, we must be proactive 
in teaching others what we do and how to do 



6 
 

it by passing down our knowledge and skills. 
What we leave behind in this world is far more 
important than what we have accomplished 
during this lifetime…it’s the gift that keeps on 
giving!! 

I’m excited about the National awards for this 
program, because there are so many 
opportunities for our members to shine. 
(These are different than the Department 
awards in your program book) You must help 
me here, because otherwise I will never 
know! I am expecting many nominations! 

MEMBER AWARD 

 Three Auxiliary members from each 
Department who are instrumental in 
fulfilling the role of mentor/leader will be 
recognized with a National citation. 

 If your Auxiliary implements a Mentoring 
for Leadership Program, it will be 
recognized with a National citation. 

 Will your Auxiliary be the recipient of the 
citation and $50 award that will be chosen 
for the most outstanding implementation of 
a mentoring for leadership program?  
GO FOR IT! 

 

AMERICANISM - SUSAN PARRISH    

As we begin planning for future events let us 
not forget our POW/MIA’s. Use your 
POW/MIA table in your program. Let the 
public know the meaning of this table. Explain 
each item and the importance of it. Many 
people not only do not know about it, but also 

have no knowledge of the meaning of each 
item. Share your knowledge. 

The single red rose in a vase is there as a 
reminder of the lives of each of the missing 
and their loved ones who keep the faith, still 

waiting for answers 

The red ribbon tied around the vase shows 
our continued determination to the account 

for the missing 

A lemon slice on the bread plate is to remind 
us of the bitter fate of those captured and 

missing in a foreign land 

 A pinch of salt recalls the tears endured by 
those missing and their families who seek 

answers     

The bible represents the strength gained 
through faith to sustain those lost from our 
country, which was founded as one nation 

under God 

An inverted glass symbolizes their inability to 
share in the day’s toast 

The chair stands empty to express their 
absence 

Teaching children at a young age about 
America is vitally important. They are a world 
wind of curiosity and remember what is taught 
to them. Teach them about our flag, about 
how soldiers gave their lives so that they can 
have the many things they have. Even at a 
young age of 2&3 these children can turn a 
TV to their favorite channel, use an iPad, etc. 
Sounds silly, but it’s true! I have seen it 
firsthand with my granddaughter who will 
soon be 3. Her knowledge of some 
electronics is more advanced than mine. So, 
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let’s start young and gain their interest and 
help them to continue to grow. Use the 
coloring contest as a part of your teachings.  

And please report everything you do. This is 
something we don’t always do. Get your 
auxiliary reported in all programs by 
December 31st. So far, I have received 3 
reports and 1 set of pictures. So, REPORT, 
REPORT, REPORT. 

 

BUDDY POPPY/NATIONAL HOME - TERRY 
ADAMS 

Buddy Poppy 

In 1922, VFW conducted a campaign and got 
Poppies from France. Members soon 
discovered it took too long to get the flowers 
in from France and came up with a better 
idea. Disabled, hospitalized and aging 
veterans could make the paper flowers and 
ship them out to the members for distribution. 

The poppy program is truly all about Veterans 
helping veterans and living up to VFW’s motto 
of “No one Does More for Veterans” 

There are two critical components to 
conducting a successful campaign. 

PLANNING & ENTHUSIAM 

Planning ensures nothing will be left to 
chance and there will be plenty of Poppies for 
distribution. And the more enthusiasm you 
demonstrate, the greater your chances of 
inspiring others to help make this campaign a 
success. 

1. Identify your potential volunteers and 
gather them together for a meeting 
explain the purpose of campaign  

2. Plan each volunteer distributing 200 
Poppies. Sounds like a lot but they go 
fast 

3. Choose distribution dates Veterans 
Day and Memorial Day are very 
popular, but any time is a good time to 
distribute this memorial flower. 

4. Request from National Supply at 
least 8 to 12 weeks in advance of 
your distribution date. 

5. Make sure you get permission from 
business owners in advance  

6. Post flyers letting community know 
when and where they can get a “Buddy 
Poppy” 

7. Encourage your volunteers to Smile 
and be enthusiastic during distribution. 
If they appear friendly, it will project a 
good image for VFW & Auxiliaries 

8. Make sure volunteers wear VFW or 
Auxiliary apparel/ caps 

9. Remind the volunteers that they are 
not “selling” Poppies, but 
distributing them with the hope of a 
donation 

10. Always have application with you. We 
always need New Members ASK! 

Do you need to overcome Adversity?   Are 
your members older and in failing health? 

Maybe you should try a different approach for 
distributing Poppies 

1. Craft fairs with wreaths or 
centerpieces 

2. A “Wall of Remembrance” 
3. Let your imagination and that of your 

volunteers go wild in distributing these 
beautiful red Flowers. 
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REMEMBER: NEVER REFUSE 
SOMEONE A POPPY BECAUSE THEY 
ARE UNABLE TO CONTRIBUTE. A 
POPPY ON ANYONE’S LAPEL 
HONORS ALL VETERANS 

Did you know? 

ANNIVERSARY “Buddy” POPPIES 

Special poppies are now available to Post 
celebrating their 25th, 50th and 75th 
anniversaries. The poppies are the same 
design as traditional poppies but come in 
silver for 25th anniversary, gold for 50th, 
diamond (iridescent white) for the 75th 
anniversary. These poppies can be 
ordered along with regular poppies prior 
to and during your anniversary year. They 
should be distributed and used just like 
normal poppies. 

 

National Home 

Mission: For families touched by stress of 
deployment and war, it can be difficult to 
provide a safe and loving home… perhaps a 
mother’s struggles to financially provide for 
her family or a father needs to work through 
the things he saw and dealt with while serving 
in Iraq or Afghanistan. The children might not 
be doing well in school and need a caring 
adult to monitor and guide them. The National 
Home offers struggling military and veterans’ 

families a chance to heal and grow; a chance 
to work on moving forward. 

Families in Residence: The families living at 
our National Home have a chance to rebuild 
their lives. They can receive case 
management services, on site licensed 
childcare, life skills training, and other 
services designed to help them heal and 
grow. 

Facilities: The VFW National Home is in 
Eaton Rapids Michigan and has 42 single 
family homes on 629 acres. There are 
playgrounds, a community center, a licensed 
daycare facility, recreational areas, a guest 
lodge, chapel, and an administrative building. 
Our VFW Department of Illinois sponsors 2 
homes - Illinois #1 and Illinois #2  So come 
see for yourself! 

**Illinois Day** @ VFW National Home for 
Children 

September 28, 2019 

10AM Coffee and registration at community 
center 

10:30 Campus Tours and Visits to Illinois 
Homes 1&2…Museum, guest Lodge, Chapel, 
Nursery and Tribute Park 

Noon ….Lunch…Nominal Cost 

1pm Program, Raffle and Silver coin March 
(Please bring Donations) 

As in the Past, we will have a “Get Together” 
on Friday evening September 27 at the 
Charlotte VFW Post Start @ 5 Dinner at 6pm 
(Eastern Time zone) as Michigan is an hour 
ahead. 
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Charlotte Post  
695 Lansing Rd.  
Charlotte, MI 48813 
 
This is absolutely a great trip, don’t miss out. 
Don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any 
questions. 

 

EXTENSION/CHIEF OF STAFF - JERRIANN 
BYRD 

There are a few Auxiliaries needing extra 
assistance. President Billie has appointed 
teams to help them become stronger, 
functioning Auxiliaries.  

I am sorry to report the disbandment of Post 
5915 Carpentersville. Until the special order 
comes from National giving notice that the 
auxiliary will be disbanding due to the closure 
of Post 5915, it is business as usual. Once 
the Order is given the team President Billie 
has appointed will have 60 days to transition 
our dedicated members to working Auxiliaries 
where they may continue to serve Veterans.  

On a positive note, Past 18th District President 
Patti McLeod and District 18 President 
Barbara Howard are working with the 
Frankfort Post 1493 to start an Auxiliary.  

The Extension program primarily deals with 
establishing new Auxiliaries and maintaining 
them with the Chief of Staff being the main 
point of contact. Our focus this year in the 
Extension program is to Retain, Reinstate and 
to add new members to our present 
Auxiliaries and to place members at large in 

working Auxiliaries. We need to make each 
member feel they are important and needed. 

If you have questions, please call me. My 
number is 815-842-2617.  

I just want to thank all of you for what you do 
for our Veterans on a daily basis. 

 

GRAVES REGISTRATION - MARVIE 
WISNIEWSKI 

I want to thank all the District Presidents that 
have shared the information on the Graves 
Registration Program with their Auxiliaries..As  
in any other chairmanship, everyone benefits 
when we work together to get things done! 
Graves Registration can be used as a 
"School of Instruction," so if you have not 
covered this topic, you might want to consider 
it. 
 
Please report deaths promptly, and try to 
include the next of kin, so a memorial card 
can be sent to the family.  Any death reported 
more than 60 days will not have a card sent 
to the family. Online reporting at 
vfwauxiliaryil.org is the easiest way to 
insure timely reporting.  
 
Keep up the good work, and thank you to all 
who have taken on the responsibility of 
Graves Registration Chairman.   
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HISTORIAN/SOCIAL MEDIA - MICHAEL 
MARUSZAK  

Being a Historian, you get to find out some 
interesting information about your President 
and members. By talking to your own 
Auxiliary, another Auxiliary, Post Members, 
Community Leaders, other social 
organizations, Family and Friends, about your 
President can yield some exciting information. 
It is only through personal contact that the 
real person be known. Do not rely on Social 
Media content since this can contain 
information that is not accurate or misleading. 
The information you gather can be 
incorporated into your President’s Historian 
book to show how they moved up to be your 
President. Whenever possible try to gather 
photographs of when they were starting out in 
the Auxiliary. If your Auxiliary has their 
Community Service book, (from back in the 
day) look for your President and reuse some 
of those photos. Depending on the style of 
book you are creating many sizes of photos 
can be inserted. This way at the end of their 
term you will be proud to present them with 
memories of their year of accomplishments. 

Social Media is known as the “GET IT OUT 
NOW” avenue. Social Media has become the 
fastest way to reach all audiences. It can also 
become the place where negative, hurtful and 
unprofessional conversations are posted. 
Both the National and Department have a 

Zero Tolerance for this type of behavior. 
Anyone who partakes in this sort of conduct 
should be removed from the social media 
platform. Always be respectful of what the 
VFW and Auxiliary stand for. When you 
publish your page make sure you know what 
is being posted and why. Be cautious of who 
asks to join your page. Find out who they are 
before approving them. Go to their page and 
if there is content that is offensive or negative 
you may want to reconsider approving their 
access to join your page. If they ask why they 
were not allowed to join, be honest. In most 
cases they will remove these posts. Always 
be on guard.  

Newsletters are another form of getting your 
message out. A Post/Auxiliary newsletter 
should be available to all members as part of 
their dues. The newsletter should contain 
comments from all your Line Officers, and 
important information from your Program 
Chairs. Include a calendar with Auxiliary, 
Department and National happenings for that 
month. Post the newsletter on your 
Post/Auxiliary website for all members to 
access. For those who do not have a 
computer send it to them. If your Auxiliary 
does not have a newsletter, consider creating 
one so your members are up to date on what 
is happening. An informative newsletter is 
well received.  

Websites, like Social Media is a one stop 
place for information. If your post has a web 
page utilize it by asking the Administrator to 
post Auxiliary information. Create your own 
Auxiliary page, and then ask the Post Web 
Page Administrator to add a link to their page. 
If you are creating your own website, make 
sure your site name (URL) describes who and 
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where you are. Having a URL that does not 
convey who you are may cause your 
members not to visit.  

On the National Auxiliary website there is an 
abundance of resources for Historian/Media 
Relations. Click on the link and you will be 
dropped in the main page, scroll down to 
“Historian/Media Relations and open for 
information. http://vfwauxiliary.org/resources/ 

I am here to help you get the word out about 
the wonderful things we do as an Auxiliary.  

 

LEGISLATIVE - CEIL BARCLAY 

BLUE WATER NAVY IN QUESTION: 
The first lines of the June 7th, 2019, Action 
Corps reads: “Blue Water Navy Legal Battle 
Ends”.  It goes on to say: “The VFW is 
saluting a decision by the Justice Department 
to not contest “Procopio v. Wilkie” case, which 
now paves the way for the return of Veterans 
Disability benefits to some 90,000 so-called 
Blue Water Navy Veterans. 
 
There is some confusion that is being 
discussed on many levels regarding who is 
being covered.  HR 299, some of the 
wording was changed and it DOES NOT 
REFLECT THE COURT CASE THAT WAS 
WON IN THE PROCOPIO v. WILKIE CASE.  
Those findings are reflected in the Senate 
Bill, S.1195. 
 
In short: H.R. 299 is covering 40,000 Blue 
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans. 
S.1195 (Procopio v. Wilkie) Covers ALL 
90,000 BLUE WATER NAVY VIETNAM 

VETERANS. At present, we are awaiting 
the decision of what will happen to the 
55,000 Sailors of Blue Water Navy. 
 
Cmdr. John B. Wells, U.S. Navy (Ret) and 
Attorney for our BWN Sailors, is working 
diligently to see that ALL BLUE WATER 
NAVY SAILORS ARE NOT FORGOTTEN. 
He is working to see if all other BWN 
Veterans can be Grandfathered in. He has 
asked me to share the following information:  
That all Sailors who have filed Disability 
Claims in the past, though they may have 
been denied, You need to file AGAIN with 
your VSO members  Any Sailor who is in 
question if they qualify or not, should 
speak with their VSO Member, also.  
These CLAIMS MUST BE FILED BEFORE 
JANUARY 1, 2020.  I will be keeping on top 
of changes in the very near future and I 
will be making sure everyone is aware of 
the facts. 
 
VA Implements New Health Care 
Programs: 
VA began the implementation of two key 
aspects of the VFW-supported VA 
MISSION ACT.  As of June 2019, Veterans 
will have the opportunity to visit a network of 
urgent care and walk-in clinics throughout the 
country.  Certain Veterans will be given three 
free urgent care visits per year, but all 
Veterans would pay $30 per additional visit---
regardless of priority group or service-
connection.  VA has also replaced the 
Veterans Choice Program with the new 
Veterans Community Care Program. The 
new program includes six eligibility criteria, 
which provide Veterans the option to use 
community care (private-sector doctors and 
other Federal Health Care Facilities).  
 
Some of these include: 
----When the VA is unable to provide needed 
services,  
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-----If it is in the Veteran’s best medical 
interest,  
-----If Veterans live in a State without a full-
service VA medical center,  
-----If VA is unable to meet quality or access 
standards and others.  
If you are facing issues obtaining care 
through the new programs, please contact the 
VFW. 
 
Vocational Rehabilitation Program: 
VFW National Legislative Service Deputy 
Director Pat Murray testified before the House 
Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity regarding the Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Employment (Voc 
Rehab Program).  This employment program 
helps Veterans with service-connected 
disabilities become retrained so they can stay 
in the workforce. There will be more updates 
on this in the near future. 
 
NDAA: National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal year 2020:   H.R. 2500. 
The legislation includes a number of VFW-
supported provisions that improve the quality 
of life for our service member and military 
families.  This includes extensive reforms to 
the Military Housing Privatization Initiative to 
address recent and egregious problems with 
the health and safety of private on-base 
housing across the county and more. The 
VFW is pleased the legislation would also 
direct DOD to review the service records 
of WWI  Minority Service Members who 
were appropriately recognized for their 
valorous service but denied the highest 
service medal because of racial bias.   
Other references relate to Spouses who hold 
job certifications, licenses and more. 
 
MIA Remembrance: 
Please remember those Service Members 
who continue to be POW/MIA and those who 
are returning home for burial with full military 
honors. God Bless every single one of them. 

God Bless All of our Veterans from All Wars. 
 
Important Legislative Reminder for the x-
sheet: 
 
Our Department President Billie Guthals 
knows how hard all of us are working to 
complete our information for our Veterans and 
their Families. We are asking this year, to 
get as many of your Auxiliaries Reported 
as possible by September 30, 2019. This 
can be done On-line, or if they are 
handwritten, please mail your report to me 
via snail mail, as they say, 
by:  SEPTEMBER 30, 2019. My address 
can be found on the Department of Illinois 
Auxiliary website, listed under Programs, 
then click on Legislation. 
 
Though this may seem to be a lot to ask, 
could you please think of it in this 
fashion: Department Legislative Chairman 
Ceil Barclay is sooooooo excited this year 
to hear what each and every single one of 
you are doing for our Veterans and their 
Families, that she would love to hear from 
you TODAY!  I am only asking for 1 
Legislative Report by Sept. 30 from every 
Auxiliary. Then, please be sure to send your 
reports, monthly as always.  I really would 
appreciate you helping me with our new task 
for this year.  Wow, I'm so pleased to see so 
many reports coming in and I'm so proud of 
you! We have the BEST Legislative Team 
and I know you will help me in this new 
endeavor! 
 
Please share with me the exciting ways you 
are working to help our Veterans.  This 
includes a Veteran who may be a Family 
member or a close friend too. Thanks for your 
help!  I can't do this massive job without the 
help of every single one of you.  Thank You 
so much! 
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MEMBERSHIP - DIANE HAWK 

We are on our way to completing Our 
Mission: Not Impossible task. At the end of 
July, 56 Auxiliaries received $25 each. So 
how many Auxiliaries could use another $25 if 
they make the next   $$ GET THE MONEY $$ 
award of 80% in membership and have at 
least one new, rejoined or continuous 
member. Many Auxiliaries missed out, 
because they processed NO dues in the 
month of July.  

At the Council Meeting we had some 
handouts on how to complete a membership 
application. If anyone would like this 
information, please contact us. We think it is 
helpful to all our members. 

We have already received some of the I SPY 
AWARD forms and will hold them until the 
end of the year, so if you recruit some more 
members, just let us know and we can keep a 
running total. Remember, this is money in 
your pocket. 

Last month we invited someone to join our 
Auxiliary. They came to the meeting and 
observed yet weren’t really sure what all 
these programs were about and how much 
time they had to help. So, we talked to our 
new friend and found out they were really into 
facebook, twitter and all that social media 
stuff. Definitely not my strong suit! But we 
asked if they would share some of the 
upcoming events we were going to have. 

They said sure, and now we have them 
Involved! It may not seem like much, but they 
found a few hours to help set up our garage 
sale and went to the VA for lunch with some 
veterans. 

In reading a book there was a section called 
Resist the Urge to Do It All. Did that ever-hit 
home! How many times do we fail to include 
someone new because we don’t have the 
time to stop and explain the programs and 
why the reporting is necessary? Then listen to 
the new ideas coming from your new 
members. Maybe their new idea is just the 
shot in the arm your Auxiliary needs to get a 
project back on track. 

Now that they are involved, they are asking 
some of their friends if they are eligible to 
belong to the VFW Auxiliary. Our National 
Ambassador for Membership asked us at 
National Convention in July to IMAGINE  
what would happen if every current member 
we have got one new member to join. Just 
the thought of this got us excited. Let’s put in 
the time and energy to get that one new 
member and get them INVOLVED. 

As we Serve Veterans with Aloha, we will 
definitely be Lighting the Way for Our 
Veterans. Keep up the good work and get 
those continuous, new and rejoin members 
into MALTA as soon as possible. I want to 
keep our momentum going. 

OUR MISSION: 100%+ in Membership. 
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PRESIDENT’S PINS - JERRIANN BYRD 

What a great start in President Billie’s 
“Lighting the way for our Veterans” year. 

We started out with 5500 “lighthouse” pins, at 
the cost of $4414.72. As of this bulletin I have 
received $5664.72 which puts us $1251.00 in 
the black! I have 950 pins left, just waiting for 
our Auxiliary Brothers and Sisters to take 
them to sell. We are off to a strong start, so 
let’s keep the momentum going! Sell the ones 
you have; then contact me for more! I am 
traveling with President Billie, so I will be glad 
to bring them to you or if not coming your 
way, I’ll be glad to mail them to you. Call me 
at 815-842-2617 or email 
jann1@mediacombb.net. 

I like to share with you who I have sold them 
to so far; Dr. Office, fundraiser for the 
“Greater Peoria Honor Flight”, Church and to 
a VFW member from Ohio who sat down at 
our table at National Convention in Orlando. 

Some selling ideas for the pin: 

 Ask your Post to purchase pins to give to 
their members at meetings 

 Sell them at your Chicken Dinners, bingos, 
and fish fry. Any event held at your Post 
home 

 As a welcome gift for joining your Auxiliary 
 Put them in boxes you mail to the Troops 

with a letter of explanation 

As I’ve said before, wear the pin; people will 
ask about it! Explain that a percentage goes 
to our President’s special project “Beacon of 

Light” fund, to help our homeless Veterans in 
Illinois. 

Keep up the good work. My goal at 
Department Convention in June is to say, 
“ALL PINS ARE SOLD”!         

 Thanks for all you do for our Veterans and 
the VFW. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP - LAURIE SPARWASSER 

First of all, I want to apologize for something. 
Not knowing that the Council of 
Administration had to approve the Illinois 
Education Scholarship Fund, I announced 
that there would be one. Unfortunately, The 
Council did not approve the scholarship fund, 
so there will be no donations accepted for 
this. I am sorry for “jumping the gun” on this. 
But I still encourage all auxiliaries to give a 
copy of the National Continuing Education 
Scholarship to all eligible applicants in their 
auxiliaries. It is for any member who has been 
a continuous member for at least one year by 
the application deadline which is February 15, 
2020, their spouse, son or daughter pursuing 
a college degree or a vocational/technical 
degree. I know there are a lot of members 
with children or grandchildren or they 
themselves pursuing a degree, so please let 
them know about this scholarship. 

Now on to the two scholarships that are due 
first - Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen. 
The theme is the same for both - “What 
makes America Great”. Schools have started 
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and we need to get applications to them as 
soon as possible. You may want to directly 
contact counselors at the schools as they 
may know students that like to write and need 
the scholarship money- especially at the high 
school level. Talking to English teachers and 
Speech teachers may be a good idea also. If 
your school has assemblies, you may want to 
ask permission to speak to the students about 
these contests there. You can take them to 
your church offices and ask them to put the 
information in their bulletins and have 
applications available for pickup. Put 
information out on social media where the 
students go for information. You can also put 
an article in your local newspapers. If you 
have a local radio station, ask them to 
announce these contests. The more 
information out there the better chance we 
have of getting a lot of good quality essays. 

A copy of the application and information are 
on my webpage for you to print. I also gave 
copies of all applications for the programs to 
the District Presidents to give to their 
Scholarship Chairman. Please contact them if 
you need anything. Also, I can also help you 
get whatever you need. Please contact me if 
you need anything. . 

The VFW Voice of Democracy Chairman for 
Illinois has a goal of 2500 VOD essays 
received at Post levels throughout the state. 
He indicated that last year we were down 
almost 500 entries from previous years. We 
would like to see this number go up again. 
Since Posts and Auxiliaries give out awards a 
student can still win some money even if they 
are not the #1 entry. We also need a lot of 
participation by our middle school students. 
Having them get interested in writing now will 

prepare them for the Voice of Democracy 
contest when they are in high school. 

Please report to me as soon as you do 
anything for any of these programs. I need to 
know the hours spent, miles driven, number 
of members involved, did you use any media 
to get this information out and of any money 
spent to do the program and money spent for 
awards when you have your awards program. 
You do not need to wait until the contest is 
over to report what you have done.  

Getting the information out for the Young 
American Patriotic Art Contest to the schools 
right away will get you reported for that 
scholarship also. Sending out Continuing 
Education Scholarship applications to your 
members will get you qualified for that 
scholarship. If you read your bulletins in your 
meetings, please report that also. We know 
members are hearing about these 
scholarships if you do these things. Please 
send me any pictures of your winning 
students and newspaper articles announcing 
the contest and your winners. 

Thank you for your time and all your hard 
work and letting me know what you are all 
doing in your reports.  

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES - JANET POWERS 

A new school year is in session once again 
and this is a great time to visit your local 
schools to promote the Illustrating America 
program. The program is available for 
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students in grades K - 2, 3 - 5 and 6 - 8. The 
information you will need is available under 
“Youth Activities” www.vfwauxiliary.org 
resources. 

Labor Day has come and gone and if any of 
the youths you sponsor participated in a 
parade or passed out flags along the parade 
route, you can report this. 

It will soon be National POW-MIA Day; your 
Auxiliary could host a youth group and have a 
presentation of the Missing Man Table. This 
can be reported in Americanism and Youth 
Activities just remember to divide the number 
of hours and students between both 
programs.  

Auxiliaries, let’s keep up the good work and 
continue to report. 

 

 

HOSPITAL REPORTS 

HOSPITAL CHAIRMAN - LAURA 
KNACKSTEDT 

Our Department President’s special project 
this year is to help homeless Veterans 
throughout the state. President Billie is 
choosing a facility in Upstate, Midstate and 
Downstate that funds will go to for this cause. 
These facilities will use the funds to help 
support a program that they have in place for 
our homeless Veterans. Please make sure to 
talk about this at each of your meetings and 

do a collection for the cause. The more funds 
we raise, the more we can help our Veterans 
that are down on their luck and deserve a 
place to call home.  

Suicide prevention can happen in many ways. 
Veterans often will not reach out to friends 
and family for help. Changes in behavior or 
just changes in conversations that you have 
with a Veteran can be a signal that something 
is wrong. Make sure to take a moment to give 
support or ask questions. Getting help, 
whether it is professional of just a fellow 
Veteran taking them through a difficult time, 
can help save a life. We have all heard that 
on average 22 Veterans commit suicide each 
day. There have been many ideas to bring 
more attention to this issue. The 22 push 
up’s, project 22 and many others. A friend of 
mine spoke of 22 words. What 22 works 
would you say to a Veteran that is feeling 
suicidal? Write them down, think of them 
often. You never know when you might use 
them to help a Veteran overcome their 
thoughts of suicide. 

 Call 800-273-8255 and press 1 
 Chat online at 

www.veteranscrisisline.net 

 Text message at 838255 

Volunteers are always needed at our VA 
facilities. I you know of someone that is 
interested in becoming a volunteer, please 
have them contact one of our VA Reps. Our 
VA Reps will give them information and help 
them with any questions they may have. 

Hospital pledges and donations need to be 
made as soon as possible. These funds help 
our VA Reps to purchase items that our 
Veterans need. Without your donations and 
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pledges, they would not be able to help our 
Veterans in their most vulnerable time. Have 
you made your pledge and donation yet? 

We will be having our Hospital Conference 
following our Council of Administration in 
November in Macomb. More details will follow 
shortly. Mark it on your calendar and come 
join us. Find out the wonderful things our VA 
Reps are doing to brighten our Veterans’ day 
and put a smile on their face. 

CHECK IT OUT: Check out the September 
issue of the VFW Auxiliary Magazine for 
information on the Veteran’s Writing Project. 
This article fives you great information on this 
program and the ways you can become 
involved.  

Together I know that we are “Lighting the 
Way for our Veterans. 

VAVS REP HINES HOSPITAL - MERCIE 
WOOLFOLK 

We are continuing in the spirit of “Serving Our 
Veterans with Aloha” as well as “Lighting the 
Way for our Veterans” bring cheer to our 
veterans on a regular basis.  Thanks to all 
who donated shoes to Women Health Clinic 
for use in their “End Harassment Week 
Awareness” programs. We participated in 
Hines VA Medication Takeback Day.  
 
I would like to share the love and compassion 
displayed by Virginia Bove from Palliative 
Care in CLC when Auxiliary 5083 donated 
several painted patriotic stones. She placed 
the PAINTED STONES around the building. 

The placements of 
some stones are 
shown in this 
picture. She offered 
our gratitude to the 
VFW Auxiliary 5083 

for thinking of sharing their artistic 
expressions with our Residents; we greatly 
appreciate your thoughtfulness! 
 
This is Virginia Bove, GEC’s Palliative Care 
LCSW story as told by Gina A. 
Meeks, Program Support Assistant in 
Geriatrics & Extended Care at Hines. 
 
“When she saw the rocks in my office and 
asked me about them, Virginia volunteered to 
supervise her sons Joseph and Samuel (at 
the end of her work day) with placing the 
rocks in locations that our resident Veterans 
can enjoy them as they visit CLC Healing 
Gardens.  She told me, “My boys love 
carrying heavy things.”  Good Job Joseph 
and Samuel! Our CLC Veterans are grateful 
to you for your energy and imagination in the 
Healing Garden! 😊 “ 

 
 A BIG THANK YOU TO VIRGINIA BOVE 

AND HER TWO SONS. 
 
 
JEFFERSON BARACK - ST. LOUIS VA 
MEDICAL CENTER - EMMA SUE CROOK-
WIENHOFF 
 
JBVAMC is all a bustle about upcoming Joint 
Commission of Hospital Accreditation visit. 
Volunteer services have reminded volunteers 
to be neat and clean, to wear their up to date 
badges, 2019 Annual training done, and TB 
test completed 2019. They have also been 
told that Veteran’s information is not to be 
discussed anywhere, at any time both in and 
out of the hospital. These are always good 
practices. 
 
The St. Louis Fisher House on the JB campus 
is getting a new director. Mr. Donahue is 
stepping down. Mr. Nick Nickens will be 
accepting the director’s position at the end of 
the month 
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Due to multiple delays in construction, the 
cost of the new bowling alley has gone up. 
More funding will be needed. Heroes’ Way is 
spearheading this project. This is NOT a 
VAVS JB Hospital Project. The 2020 special 
project will be announced later this year. 
 
St. Louis radio station 550 has a Veterans 2-
hour call-in program for Veterans on Sundays 
from 1-3 PM. 
 
JB New Volunteer orientation is 1st and 3rd 
Tuesday of each month. Please call ahead to 
314-894-6530 if you plan to attend. 
Volunteers are needed in various positions 
throughout the hospital. 
The Annual Volunteers Meeting will be 
October 30, 2019 from 8:00 AM until noon in 
the JB auditorium (building 54). Information, 
fellowship and a free breakfast are on the 
agenda. 
 
JB VFW Auxiliary Joint Annual Review will be 
held in November this year. 
 
JB hospital still has a needs list-personal care 
items, shower shoes, sweatpants, jeans 
(men’s and women’s) and tennis shoes. 
 
Sandy and I thank you for all you do for our 
hospitalized Veterans. 
 
 
JESSE BROWN VAMC - JOANNE YORK 
VAVS REP 
 
It’s a new year, but the needs are always the 
same for our hospitalized veterans. Please 
remember our veterans all year long, not just 
at the holidays. Items are great to receive for 
our veterans, but the best is a visit. 
 
We do not have any regularly scheduled 
hospital volunteers at Jesse Brown other than 
me. Can you spare one day a week or 
month? How about 4 hours? We can always 

use volunteers; there are so many things that 
can be done! Give a call to volunteer services 
to see where you might fit in. 
 
Should you wish to schedule a Bingo Party, 
contact myself or Volunteer Services. My 
phone number is incorrect in the roster it is 
773-205-8936 Home and cell is 773-273-
5608. 
 
The following is an ongoing list that is always 
needed at Jesse Brown: 

 Men and Women clothing 
 Socks and Underwear (must be new) 
 Canteen coupons books to provide 

patient needs quickly 
 Media- Books preferably paperbacks 

and magazines (no older than 3 
months) DVD’s and CD’s 

 Games, playing cards, puzzle books 
and puzzles- new or used in good 
condition 

 Coffee supplies 
 CTA passes- provide veteran transit 

passes to those in need 
 Men’s jeans 
 Men’s docker pants 
 Men’s belts 

 
Should you like to donate but have no way of 
getting it to the hospital, please let me know. I 
will see what I can do to get it there! 
 

ILLINOIS VETERANS HOME AT MANTENO 
- MARGARET DAVIS  

Fun in the sun and watching DA BEARS 
practice, picnics at different posts, going to 
the Korea Veterans Memorial Service, fishing 
derby, bingo parties, fish fries, you name it 
and our Veterans at Manteno get to 
participate. In between some of the veterans 
work in woodworking, sanding and painting. 
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One of our lady veterans, who has use of only 
one hand, does the neatest painting along 
with three of the male veterans. This is the 
best part of my week working and visiting with 
them! 

I have purchased more tie dye for the 
veterans. They have made aprons for the 
woodworking group to use. Now the activity 
girls are having them do aprons for the 
Christmas bazaar. I myself have never done 
tie dye; I let the pros do it! If anyone has any 
articles to tie dye, please send them to me or 
I may be able to pick up. I am not sure who 
sent the plain aprons, they just seemed to 
appear! 

I believe I mentioned in my last newsletter 
that Manteno is not taking any more used 
items especially clothes. We don’t do 
rummage sales anymore. Every time I shop 
down that way someone always asks why we 
don’t do the sales anymore because they 
really appreciated them. 

If you have any items we could use in our 
woodworking/craft area feel free to call me. 
We use flowers, wood items, jewelry, yarn, 
statues and anything else you can think of. 
We are working on shadow boxes that take 
small things. 

Also, they are still taking pop, individual 
wrapped cookies, candy, raisins, chips, etc. 
Just make sure the date on the item is 
current.  Remember you cannot take them 
homemade food. The Veterans come down to 
the Activity Office for snacks. The bottom 
drawer is always in need of little candy bars. 
On Friday the veterans pick up their 
commissary tickets. If you wish you can s\also 
come and take a veteran to the fishing lake 

on the grounds and visit with them. They love 
to talk and see new faces. 

You can have a pizza party, bingo party, 
crackers, cheese and fruit with some sodas. 
Depending on your budget you can have it in 
the Veterans Hall or on the units. Just call 
Michelle 815-468-6581 ext. 259 to book your 
party. You can bring the scout troop or 
entertainment, all is appreciated. 

Sandy and I appreciate all that you do for 
Manteno. Sandy is doing quite well and is 
able to go to Manteno and visit her husband 
in the Alzheimer’s ward and she thanks you 
for all the cards and prayers. 

 

ILLIANNA VA HOSPITAL - VAVS REP 
DEBORAH GARD 

 

The Fishing Derby on August 1st at Illiana VA 
pond was beyond my words. Attending were 
26 Veterans, President Billie Guthals, 
Auxiliary members from Post #454, VFW 
VAVS Rep Jim Ellis, the Hospital Director 
Shawn Bransky, Supervisory Recreation 
Therapist Travis Winkler and recreation staff, 
nursing staff and myself. Four fish were 
caught and released. Prizes of a rod, reel and 
tackle were given to each. Each of the 
veterans in attendance was given a gift card 
and two of our veterans received a backpack 
filled with goodies for special awards. 
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We are always looking for new places to take 
our veterans on our outings. Each month we 
work with the recreation staff to find 
somewhere they have not been to recently. 
Bingo and lunch outings will continue on 
Tuesdays each month. 

We continue to provide personal products 
each week such as non-alcoholic mouthwash, 
3 in 1 shower gels, lotions, sunscreen, 
Vaseline, denture cleaner and adhesive, 
toothpaste, single toothbrushes, socks and 
sample size lotions are always needed. 
Donations for these items and the donuts we 
serve each week can be sent to Department 
Treasurer earmarked for Illiana VA. Items can 
be sent to the shipping address in the roster 
book. 

Thank you to the auxiliaries who have made 
items for our veterans. The wheelchair bags 
and walker bags are greatly appreciated. 
Please note the VA has stated that our 
veterans at Illiana VA cannot have the 
clothing protectors any longer.  

Want to organize an outing or event at Illiana 
VA? I will assist in any way I can. 
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