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Thank you, thank you, Thank you!  The Illinois day at the National Home was a great success.  

We collected around eighty-seven thousand dollars.  Ok let’s back up some, the whole weekend was 
awesome, we started on Friday night with a “Pork Chop” dinner at the Charlotte Post.  The food was 
great, and the Karaoke was entertaining. 

Saturday morning came a bit early but braved the gloomy rainy day and made our way to the Rosehill 
Cemetery for a special service, the first of its kind.  

Then on to the National Home for Children where we are greeted with hot coffee and doughnuts. 

Now on with the tour… We visited Illinois 1 this home was in great working order with a few minor 
things we noted to Todd Marriott the Facilities Director. He did mention the family would like a play 
area for the children which would be a fenced in area in yard. 

Next on to Illinois 2 what an awesome house, in great shape the one note I would make is the air 
vents look as though they need cleaning.  

Both home we should be very proud of they are both beautiful and cozy. 

The tour continued down the road to the nursery where the very small toilets where all the talk (you 
really must see them to understand) 

On to the Museum I really think I could have stayed all day to see everything but we’re on a schedule 
and Lunch was being served at noon, so back to the gym. 
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This is when the Department of Illinois was introduced to Mr. Frederick Puffenberger and Buddy 
Poppy Brooklyn short program then the big event the Parade of Checks!  So as in the beginning; 
Thank You! 

The Department of Illinois came out strong to do great things for Our National Home for Children. 

You feel like you missed something come next year; see what it’s all about.  Enjoy a ride in the 
country. 

  

Buddy Poppy 

These small but mighty flowers: need to get out of the Posts and into the hands of the People of our 
land to help support Our veterans and The National Home for Children. 

We can do this any day with displays and Poppy drives. Don’t keep this a secret anymore, Let’s 
distribute these poppies and flood the streets with the support our Veterans need and deserve. 

Need ideas:  

1) Poster Display 
2) Christmas tree with Poppies and Veterans Names  
3) Memorial Wreath for local cemetery  
4) Centerpieces 
5) Corsages 

 
And the list goes on Let your imagination run wild! 
 
All proceeds from Poppy drives are to be placed in the Relief Fund so you can keep on helping our 
veterans and their families. 
 
Happy Holidays!  Happy Every day! Keep smiling and be Kind. 

 
 

 


