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The season is changing and fall has arrived.  This is the time of year when there are several festivals 
and events going on.  Join in the fun and bring attention to the needs of our Veterans that are in the 
hospital or Veteran Homes.  Make a list of the items you would like to have to help our Veterans 
whether that be toiletry items, socks, gloves, sweatpants, sweatshirts, etc.  Work with the community 
to get them involved is supporting our Veterans.  No donation is too small.  Every item helps us to 
provide for our Veterans. 
 
October was a busy month starting with a visit from our National President, Peggy Haake.  Peggy 
arrived on Tuesday and started her visit with a tour of Illiana.  Our Department Hospital Deputy, 
Debbie Gard, set up a wonderful tour of the facility and Peggy enjoyed seeing and talking with our 
Veterans.  On Thursday our Jr. Vice President, Rhonda Borkgren, delivered Peggy to the airport for 
the next stop on her tour.  
 
Rhonda and I then traveled to Manteno for Rhonda to make her official visit.  Our VAVS rep, Maggie 
Davis, met us there and gave us a tour of the wonderful facility.  It was wonderful to see pictures of all 
the Veterans that have spent time at Manteno.  The walls are lined with their pictures.  They have a 
wood working area that the Veterans can make crafts and the community does a great job of coming 
out to support them in their efforts.   
 
At the end of the month our Department President, Billie, made her official visit to the VA Hospital in 
Marion.  Once again this is a wonderful facility and they to wonderful things for our Veterans.  If you 
have never visited one of our VA facilities, please add it to your bucket list.  You will enjoy the time 
spent with our Veterans and see all the great work that the doctors, workers and volunteers are doing 
for our Veterans. 
 
If you have not made your hospital pledge or any donations to the VA facilities, please do so as soon 
as possible. The money that is collected is used to help our Veterans in a critical time in their lives.  
Please give to support them as they have given to us so many things that we take for granted every 
day. 
 
I know that working together we can continue “Lighting the Way for our Veterans” 
 
Center for Women Veterans 
 
Do you know about the Center for Women Veterans? The Center for Women Veterans (CWV) was 
established by Congress in November 1994 by P.L. 103-446. 
Their Mission: 
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 Monitor and coordinate VA’s administration of health care and benefits services, and programs for 
women veterans. 

 Serve as an advocate both in the VA and the general public. 
 Raise awareness of the responsibility to treat women veterans with dignity and respect. 
 Women Veterans Call Center: 1-855-829-6636, for assistance. 
 And, of course, the Crisis Hotline: 1-800-273-8255, press option 1 to be connected to a skilled, 

trained coordinator. 
 For more information visit https://www.va.gov/womenvet 


