
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light notes from President 
Billie 

 

As we enter a season of thankfulness and 
giving, I want to send out my sincere thanks to 
each and every Auxiliary member who is 
lighting the way for our Veterans and their 
families. When assuming the role of 
Department President, I asked that each of us 
shine a beacon of light for our veterans, for our 
community and for our fellow Auxiliary 
members.  

Traveling throughout the state of Illinois, you 
have shown me ways you are doing just that! 
You have organized picnics where our 
Auxiliary and Post members share time with 
each other. You communicate, share 
successes and enjoy being together. VAVS 
Reps proudly spend time with veterans and 
meet their needs in VA facilities. In your District 
meetings there is a sense of camaraderie that 
comes through, even as members consider the 
ideas of others and do what is best for our 
Organization. The support you are providing for 
our Programs ensures our veterans are not 
forgotten. Through our scholarship and Youth 
Programs you confirm patriotism lives in the 
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hearts of our youth. Veterans are celebrated 
and thanked in community events where our 
Auxiliary members are front and center with 
planning the events and spending hours 
manning booths and guaranteeing activities go 
off without a hitch. You march in parades in 
honor of our veterans and spend hours cooking 
meals for fund-raising or just to say thank you 
to military families. 

Our focus on attracting new members and 
retaining current members has been amazing! 
Positive results like we are seeing do not 
happen without dedication and a strong focus 
on making sure our Auxiliary grows and 
flourishes so that we have new generations to 
continue to shine our light. I am looking forward 
to continuing my travels and seeing even more 
of the wonderful support and dedication you 
provide for each other and our veterans. 

It’s hard to believe the Holiday Season is upon 
us! My wish for all of you is joyous times with 
your family and friends, and that you are safe 
and secure knowing that brave men and 
women are watching over us and ensuring we 
never lose the freedoms earned for us. God 
Bless You All! 

Billie Guthals 

 

 “Wickie’s Wisdom-  
Sec/Treasurer- Linda Lorenz 
 
I need your help to be able to process 
New/Rejoin Membership applications when I 
receive them.  

When an application is presented to the 
Auxiliary, it is the Investigating Committee’s 
responsibility to see that the information is 
complete on the application before they 
approve the application and the application is 
presented to the member for election.  
 
New and Rejoin membership applications must 
include the information on the eligible veteran 
that the individual is joining under. To be post 
affiliated, the Veteran must be a current 
member of the VFW Post affiliated with your 
Auxiliary to which they are applying for 
membership.  If so, all that is needed is the 
VFW Member’s name and Membership ID 
number. If the VFW member is deceased or 
belongs to a different Post than your Auxiliary, 
then the Veteran is considered non-affiliated 
and the application must contain the complete 
information which is the Veteran’s name, 
Campaign Medals/Ribbons, dates of service 
and location.  
 
Also, you should verify the medal/ribbon for a 
non-affiliated member by reviewing Section 
101 – Eligibility in the Bylaws. Some common 
mistakes that I see on applications when it 
comes to medals/ribbons are individuals with a 
Good Conduct Medal, a National Defense 
Service Medal or a WWII Victory Medal. These 
medals and ribbons do not qualify for 
membership because they do not verify 
overseas service in a war zone. There would 
be another medal/ribbon shown that will qualify 
them if they served overseas. If you have a 
question on a medal, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. I will be glad to look up any medals 
and, if needed, I will verify the information 
through the VFW.  
 
To the Treasurers: I cannot process an 
application without proper payment. For an 
annual member that would mean a payment of 
$11 for the Department and National Dues. If 
they are joining as a life member, we need a 



check from the Auxiliary for the full amount of 
the life membership fee or a credit card or ach 
authorization. If paying by credit card or ach, 
we will black out these areas of the application 
once it has been processed and the payment 
authorization is completed.  
 
TRUSTEES: The Third Quarter Audit for the 
months of July, August and September is due 
November 15, 2019. It is the responsibility of 
the most senior trustee to make sure the audit 
is mailed to the Department Treasurer.  
 
I want to thank all of you for what you do every 
day for our Veterans and the Auxiliary. As we 
begin the Holiday Season, take time to be with 
family and friends. I wish to all of you a joyous 
and safe holiday season filled with love.  
 
REMINDERS: 
 Remember to check the Donation List 

Monthly on the Department Auxiliary 
Website for errors.  

 Remember to check the “X-Sheet” monthly 
on the Department Auxiliary Website for 
any errors.  

 The Second Quarter Audits were due on 
July 31, 2019. If you have not sent it, 
please do so immediately 

 The Third Quarter Audits are due by 
November 15, 2019. 

 Your 990N must be filed no later than 
November 15, 2019 for the period of July 1, 
2018 thru June 30, 2019. 

 2019 -2020 Officers must have their dues 
paid and processed in MALTA by 
December 31, 2019 

 

 
 
Chief of Staff/Extension - Jerriann Byrd 

President Billie has her teams hard at work 
giving the Auxiliaries who are in need of some 

assistance to make them into healthy and 
productive Auxiliaries. At the present there are 
two new Auxiliaries in the works. It is important 
to contact the Department President and 
Department Chief of Staff is you are 
considering contacting a Post about starting an 
Auxiliary.  

There are only 41 Auxiliaries reported to date. 
Don’t forget to report. This is very important so 
we know what our Auxiliaries are doing. Just 
remember A POSITIVE ATTITUDE AND 
RESPECT are valuable traits and are vital to 
our organization’s success and its future. 
When our members demonstrate a positive 
attitude and respect, motivation is likely to 
increase which in turns improves their level of 
participations and boost the success of our 
programs. 

Here’s a trivia question for all! 

Who has the power at VFW Auxiliary 
meetings? You probably guessed the 
President, but the answer is A member in good 
standing has the power! 

More on this in my next article for the Beacon 

Happy Holidays to one and all! 

 For what you do for our 

VETERANS!  
Program Coordinator - Dan Hansen 

 

December is quickly approaching. We are 
currently at only 50% reported across the 
Program List. Like Santa I’ll be checking the X-

Sheet and Donation List TWICE to find out 
who’s been naughty or nice!!!  My Elves (the 



Department Chairmen) are working around the 
State making sure we are in the “Circle of 
Excellence.” Hope everyone is working on 
being inducted into the “Circle of Excellence.” 

Here’s how you make it to Santa’s Nice List, 

not get a phone call, and be of Excellence: 

 Your Auxiliary needs to be 100% 
reported on the X-Sheet and 
Donation List by DECEMBER 31, 
2019 

 Check the X-Sheet and Donation List 
TWICE!!! Make sure you have an X! If 
you reported and don’t have the X 
call the Chairman and let them know 

 DEADLINE is DECEMBER 31, 2019 
 

So, you and all my Elves may have a peaceful, 
Happy Holiday and Merry Christmas! Ho Ho, 
Ho! 

REPORT EARLY… DON’T WAIT… DO IT 
NOW!! 

 

PS: I want to thank all of you for the well 
wishes, thoughts, cards and prayers you sent 
for my mother, Lori Taylor. 

Membership 2019-2020 - Diane Hawk 

 

Congratulations to the 8th District for leading 
the state in membership at 92.72% and all of 
its Auxiliaries for being over 80% as of 
September 30, 2019. Challenge is on to all the 
other Districts and Auxiliaries. 

We see more new members have been added 
to our roles and that is great, so we are 

expecting a bunch of I SPY AWARDS to be 
comig before convention in May. 

The GET MONEY AWARDS coming up are as 
follows: 

$10.00 for any Auxiliary 100% by December 
31, 2019 

$25.00 if any Auxiliary 100%+ by December 
31, 2019 

We have talked about Inviting new members, 
Involving them and this month we want to talk 
about Investing in our membership. One way 
is to Adopt-A-Member. Look at your unpaid 
members, what a wonderful gift you or your 
Auxiliary can make by paying someone’s dues. 
Maybe you could even give them a life 
membership. Some of our members may be 
struggling and this small gensture may be the 
boost in spirit they need. Investing in the 
friendship of our Auxiliary borthers and sisters 
keeps our VFW family growing and reminds us 
of our connections to our veterans and why we 
joined this great organization. 

We really need al of the spies and detectives to 
help the departmet make our 95%+ by 
November 30, 2019. We are over 80% at this 
writing, but we need all of us to work together 
to keep LIGHTING THE WAY FOR VETEANS 
as we all SERVE VETERANS WITH ALOHA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mentoring For Leadership - Mary Spindler 

 
Serving our Veterans with Aloha” is National 
President Peggy Haake’s theme this year, and 
it fits so well into the Mentoring Program that I 
thought it would be beneficial to talk about it in 
this bulletin.  In the September issue of the 
VFW Auxiliary Magazine, Peggy explains the 
meaning of “Aloha,” and I hope you had a 
chance to read it.  If we contemplate the full 
meaning of the word, we will have a greater 
understanding as to what this means in 
relationship to the new Mentoring for 
Leadership Program.   

Most of us interpret the word “Aloha” as a 
simple Hawaiian greeting that means both 
“hello” and “goodbye”—and that is true.   
However, like most Hawaiian words, it has 
multiple definitions that go far deeper.   

“Aloha” is synonymous with Love, Peace and 
Compassion towards others.  It is a guideline 
of how to live, showing kindness to others, and 
being a good influence on those around you.  It 
means treating each other with love and 
respect; having a good heart, and being 
sincere.  The Hawaiian belief is that when your 
heart is genuine and you express your love 
and compassion for others, the more these 
things will come back to you.  This is a simple, 
beautiful and powerful concept. What a 
wonderful world we would create if we all 
embraced this philosophy! 

Now, let’s talk about what “Aloha” is NOT—but 
first let me say that over the 20+ years of being 
an Auxiliary member, I have seen firsthand the 
generous hearts and love that is poured into 
this organization as we serve our veterans.  
However, for whatever reason, there are also 

individuals that tend to forget why we exist, and 
exhibit bad behavior. Examples are dishonesty, 
name calling, being disruptive or talking about 
or making accusations against another person 
(whether in a meeting or anywhere else).  
Perhaps one of our biggest failures is leaving a 
position and providing no instruction for the 
person who replaces them, which oftentimes 
causes them to fail.  Such actions are totally 
unnecessary and unacceptable. 

Of course, none of us are perfect, and may say 
or do things we regret.  That is human nature.  
In these cases, it is best to admit to your 
mistake, apologize, move on, and try to do 
better.  Work towards finding the more positive 
side of things; and above all, remember to 
think before you speak. 

So far, I have received only 30 reports from our 
160 Auxiliaries for this program.  New 
programs are always a little slow to catch on—
but this is very disappointing. We need to 
come together as a Department and get 
reported!  I don’t want to have to call you in 
December, when everyone is getting ready for 
Christmas…and you most likely won’t be too 
happy to hear from me, either…so CAN WE 
PLEASE JUST GET THIS DONE?  It only 
takes a few minutes to complete an online 
report, or simply e-mail me and let me know 
what you have done and I will give you credit in 
the program. 

Remember, I’m still waiting to receive the 
forms for Auxiliaries that started a mentoring 
program, and everyone who submits a form will 
receive a National citation.  Also, I haven’t 
received any nominations for an Outstanding 
Mentor.  You can find these forms under the 
Mentoring Program on the Department 
website, or e-mail me and I will send them to 
you!  I really need your help here! 

I will sign off by thanking you for all you do, so 
“Mahalo Nui Loa” …which means “Thank you 



very much.”   Wishing all of you a blessed 
Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and a Happy 
New Year! 

 

Veterans and Family Support - Paula 
DeDoncker 

 

Sharing a reminder from our VFW Comrades 
regarding the Sports Clips fundraiser.  

Sport Clips’ "Help A Hero" fundraising 
campaign runs from 

October 15 - November 11 
**All Sport Clips locations nationwide** 

Funds raised during this campaign are 
used to support the 

VFW’s "Sport Clips Help A Hero 
Scholarship." 

 Some locations also offer free haircuts to 
active duty and veterans on Veterans Day! 
 
Speaking of Veterans Day, its right around the 
corner. How is your Auxiliary participating? I 
would love to hear about some of the 
programs, activities or luncheons that will be 
held across the state. Remember you can do 
this through reporting, or drop me an email.  
 
Also right around the corner, believe it or not, 
the Holidays! A special time for most of us, but 
some may need our help. Food baskets, 
special dinners, toy donations, the list can go 
on and on. I’d also love to hear how your 
Auxiliary participates! 
 
So the theme today is talk to me, well, or 
report. Our X Sheet is looking a little pale when 
I know it should be thriving. I hear a lot of great 

things that Auxiliaries are doing every day, but 
somehow they don’t get reported. So please, 
toot your own horn, share your work!! 
 
We’re almost halfway through our “Beacon of 
Light Year”, going strong. Thank you for all 
your hard work and continued efforts to support 
our veterans.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving!! 
 
Americanism - Susan Parrish 

 
 
Have you taken the coloring contest to your 
schools?  How about the essay contest or the 
poster contest?  Now is the time to make sure 
you get the information into the schools and 
day cares.  The children can use any colors 
they want for the coloring contest.  And please 
make sure you follow the guidelines for the 
essay and poster contest.  Each entry should 
include the child’s name, age and school.  
Awards will be given out for the first, second 
and third place winners in each age 
group/grade.   
 
Family Freedom Fest:  Please make sure you 
mail me pictures for the collage that I am 
making.  Several people have sent pictures via 
the internet.  While these pictures are nice I 
cannot use them.  I need actual snap shots.  
Include things such as, signing up a new 
member, people standing at the program 
booths, children’s activities, showing the proper 
way to fold a flag etc. 
 
With winter nearby, start thinking about making 
a safety kit for your car.  Make sure to include 
the basics such as: water, blanket, food, flares, 
and radio.  I will be holding a drawing at the 
next COA for a safety kit, this kit will include 
things such as those I just mentioned.  



Remember winter weather can be brutal and 
the main thing is, is to be warm and safe until 
help can reach you. 
 
Buddy Poppy/National Home - Terry Adams 

 
Thank you, thank you, Thank you!  The Illinois 
day at the National Home was a great success.  

We collected around eighty-seven thousand 
dollars.  Ok let’s back up some, the whole 
weekend was awesome, we started on Friday 
night with a “Pork Chop” dinner at the Charlotte 
Post.  The food was great, and the Karaoke 
was entertaining. 

Saturday morning came a bit early but braved 
the gloomy rainy day and made our way to the 
Rosehill Cemetery for a special service, the 
first of its kind.  

Then on to the National Home for Children 
where we are greeted with hot coffee and 
doughnuts. 

Now on with the tour… We visited Illinois 1 this 
home was in great working order with a few 
minor things we noted to Todd Marriott the 
Facilities Director. He did mention the family 
would like a play area for the children which 
would be a fenced in area in yard. 

Next on to Illinois 2 what an awesome house, 
in great shape the one note I would make is 
the air vents look as though they need 
cleaning.  

Both home we should be very proud of they 
are both beautiful and cozy. 

The tour continued down the road to the 
nursery where the very small toilets where all 
the talk (you really must see them to 
understand) 

On to the Museum I really think I could have 
stayed all day to see everything but we’re on a 
schedule and Lunch was being served at noon, 
so back to the gym. 

This is when the Department of Illinois was 
introduced to Mr. Frederick Puffenberger and 
Buddy Poppy Brooklyn short program then the 
big event the Parade of Checks!  So as in the 
beginning; Thank You! 

The Department of Illinois came out strong to 
do great things for Our National Home for 
Children. 

You feel like you missed something come next 
year; see what it’s all about.  Enjoy a ride in the 
country. 

  

Buddy Poppy 

These small but mighty flowers: need to get out 
of the Posts and into the hands of the People 
of our land to help support Our veterans and 
The National Home for Children. 

We can do this any day with displays and 
Poppy drives. Don’t keep this a secret 
anymore, Let’s distribute these poppies and 
flood the streets with the support our Veterans 
need and deserve. 

Need ideas:  



1) Poster Display 
2) Christmas tree with Poppies and 

Veterans Names  
3) Memorial Wreath for local cemetery  
4) Centerpieces 
5) Corsages 

 
And the list goes on Let your imagination run 
wild! 
 
All proceeds from Poppy drives are to be 
placed in the Relief Fund so you can keep on 
helping our veterans and their families. 
 
Happy Holidays!  Happy Every day! Keep 
smiling and be Kind. 

 
Graves Registration - Marvie Wisniewski                                                                                                                              

 

Graves Registration is a Solemn Duty of the 
Chaplain of every Auxiliary. This Duty brings 
responsibility of correctly reporting the passing 
of a beloved member. With this in mind, please 
designate a single person to do the Graves 
reporting and decide if you will be mailing the 
report or utilizing on-line reporting. I have 
received multiple, duplicate reports. Remember 
you DO NOT need to mail a report if you 
reported on-line and if you mailed a report 
please do not duplicate the same information 
on line. If you have made an error in your 
report please call me to correct the error 312-
501-2167. 

Thank you to everyone that has taken the 
responsibility of honoring our deceased 
members. May we keep them and their families 
in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

Historian/Social Media - Michael Maruszak 

 

The Holidays are just around the Corner and 
with come many opportunities to get some 
wonder photograph of you Auxiliary. Creating 
memories may seem difficult when in fact they 
are easier than you think. When taking 
photographs, the best ones are the ones that 
are not staged. Let me clarify what is meant by 
‘staged’. There are instances where you would 
want to include our American flag, a special 
background, an activity that involved 
volunteers, limited access to a facility, or 
inclement weather is approaching. There are 
places where you need to get approval to 
photograph an individual or group. When you 
have a Hospital Party, ask before taking. When 
at school’s ask before taking. When inside 
buildings, there may be sensitive information 
that is visible. When taking pictures of your 
President and Officers, there may come a time 
where they prefer not to be photographed or 
feel that they have been photographed 
enough. Always ask, don’t be disappointed that 
you may have lost a good photo opportunity 
there are many more to come. 

Keeping current with Social Media helps your 
Auxiliary get the exposure it needs when 
promoting a function, showcasing an event, or 
even spreading the word about your Auxiliary. I 
know many Auxiliaries share a website with the 
Post. That is okay, make sure you provide 
whoever is the Administrator accurate 
information and photos. I urge all Auxiliaries to 
police your Facebook pages. There have been 
incidents where members are posting personal 
problems with another member. This is not 
acceptable and should be removed 
immediately. Also, review members and see 



who they are affiliated with. It doesn’t hurt 
sending them a message asking to update 
their profile and adding their Auxiliary Name 
and Number. Be Proud of you Auxiliary.  

Do not forget to utilize the resources on the 
National Auxiliary Website. 

I enjoy reading your reports. Do not forget to 
submit them. If you need assistance, e-mail me 
and I will gladly guide you thru the process.  

 

Legislative - Ceil Barclay 

 

Congress passes a bill expanding Veteran 
eligibility for American Legion: The Legion 
Act. This is a bill that expands membership 
criteria and extends benefits that go with it to 
all American Military Veterans. Veterans of the 
COLD WAR have been denied benefits for 
decades.  It’s been the reality for those 
Veterans who wanted to join the American 
Legion. Things are changing with new 
legislation put through the process in support 
of these service members. 
 
Reminder to all BLUE WATER NAVY 
VETERANS:   
Your application and re-application, if you 
have been denied prior, is due BEFORE 
JANUARY 1, 2020.  PLEASE CONTACT 
YOUR LOCAL VSO MEMBER BEFORE THIS 
DATE.  Please pass the word on to all who 
qualify. The BLUE WATER NAVY BILL WAS 
PASSED AND SIGNED BY PRESIDENT 
TRUMP ON JUNE 25, 2019. If you have any 
questions, please be sure to contact me, as I 
have been fighting for our BWN Veterans and 
this bill, now:  H.R. 299 and S. 422 going on 
my 10th year. Sen. Dick Durbin and Sen. 
Tammy Duckworth have been supporters of 

this bill from the beginning of our efforts. When 
we see the progress of this bill, I will be 
contacting you to send your personal Thank 
You to our 2 Senators and 
Congressmen/women of Illinois. 
 
General Mark A. Milley is our new Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the nation’s 
highest-ranking military officer and the principal 
military advisor to President Trump, Secretary 
of Defense and the National Security Council. 
Prior to becoming Chairman on October 1, 
2019, General Milley served as the 39th Chief 
of Staff of the U.S. Army. General Milley 
graduated from Princeton University in 1980, 
where he received his commission from Army 
ROTC. 
 U.S. Troops are being withdrawn from 
Northern Syria ahead of Turkish Military 
Operations in early Oct. You may agree or you 
may think otherwise.  Our Focus is always for 
our Veterans.  (A reminder from my 
Department Legislative Program: We do not 
stand to the Right.  We do not stand to the 
Left.  We stand NEXT to all Veterans giving 
them our full support.) 
 
An important bill to many, is S. 622:  Military 
Widow’s Tax Elimination Act of 2019. We 
have been working on this bill for some time 
now and we continue our support of our 
Military Widow’s Act.  This Bill was introduced 
by Sen. Doug Jones (D-AL) on 2/28/19.  Our 
Senator Tammy Duckworth was one of the 
original co-sponsors of this bill.  Sen. 
Duckworth signed on to this bill the same 
day:  2/28/2019.  Sen. Dick Durbin also 
signed on to this bill on 3/13/2019.  We are 
very thankful for their support!  I have been 
getting calls, emails and letters from our 
VFWAUX Members of Illinois, asking for my 
assistance or information on the Widow’s Tax 
Elimination.  I will be keeping close tabs on this 
bill as I will be reporting updates to you. I was 
informed that any Widow who needs 
information on this, should contact their VSO 
Member:  Veterans Service Officer. You can 
find out who this person is for your area by 
contacting your VFW Post Commander or one 
of the Members of your VFW Post. 
 
     



Department Legislative X-sheet: 
We continue to work, diligently, on our 
Legislative portion of the x-sheet.  Please 
remember that we are asking for your help in 
getting at least 1 report from you, now: On 
line, or sent to me by Snail mail via the U.S. 
Post Office. I greatly appreciate your help in 
getting us reported 100% for Legislation this 
year. Thanks for your help! I know we can do 
this! 
 
A word from our National Legislative 
Ambassador, our very own Illinois Past 
Department President, Mercie Woolfolk. 
 
“I have been receiving exciting Department 
Legislative Chairman Introductions and 
outstanding promotions from all over the 
country. You are wonderfully motivated to get 
the word out on ways to advocate for Veterans, 
active-duty military personnel, their families 
and our community’s issues.”  
     I received a very nice compliment from 
National Legislative Ambassador Mercie for 
all the wonderful work that our Legislative 
Team from Illinois is working on for this year. 
She is very pleased with the commitment to 
our Veterans, active-duty military personnel, 
and their Families, that each of you continues 
to show, daily.  I am so Proud of our Legislative 
Team! Thank you to every single one of you. 
Thank you for your continued support, Mercie! 
      
 National Legislative Ambassador Mercie 
Woolfolk is asking for our support and sign 
up for the VFW Action Corps Weekly!  She 
also recommends another approach:  To have 
the Auxiliary President or Secretary forward 
the Program Blogs and Promotions to its 
members when received.  This information 
can be found on the National VFWAUX 
website under Legislation. Mercie also shared 
that another one of her Legislative Chairman 
had all members at his Auxiliary meeting pull 
out their phones and sign up themselves.  
“Yes, our phones have a purpose at our 
Auxiliary meetings”, per National Legislative 
Chairman Woolfolk. 
Department Legislative Personal Note: 
I appreciate your understanding this year as I 
continue to mend with a broken elbow and a 
sprained arm, up to my elbow, both on my right 

arm. (10-month recovery).  Your on-line 
Legislative Reports and your mail-in Legislative 
Reports keep me going and bring a SMILE to 
my face at all the wonderful ways you are 
working, supporting and helping our Veterans 
and their Families this year.  Keep up the great 
work and I look forward to hearing more 
wonderful works as you continue to bring more 
SMILES to my heart.                  
 Warmly, Ceil Barclay, Department Legislative 
Chairman. 
 
President’s Pins - Jerriann Byrd 

 
 
Here we are in the fourth month of President 
Billie’s “Lighting the way for our Veterans” 
2019-2020 year. 
 
Out of the 5500 LIGHTHOUSE pins 2197 are 
paid for. President Billie and I are selling her 
pins right along with the rest of you.  
 
Congratulations to District’s 6, 9, 10 and 19 for 
selling all the pins they have taken. Any 
chance you can sell more, or your Auxiliary or 
District buy more for a thank you to your local 
Post members, Veterans in your local nursing 
homes on Veterans Day as a small thank you 
for serving our country? Another thought is 
giving them to your VOD/Patriots Pen students 
for entering our Scholarship program. How 
about giving one to whomever judges your 
displays? 
 
I need help. I still have in my possession 745 
pins.  So please contact me for more pins. I 
travel with President Billie so it’s not a problem 
getting them to you! 
 
Remember that a percentage of the proceeds 
go to President Billie’s special project, 
“BEACONS OF LIGHT” fund. The funds will 
be divided equally among an Upstate, Midstate 
and Downstate VA facility that provide a 
program for homeless veterans. 



I am thanking all of you in advance for your 
help in us having 100% success in selling all 
our President Billie’s beautiful LIGHTHOUSE 
PINS! 
 
I wish all a Happy Holiday Season and thank 
you for all you do for our Veterans. 
 
 
Scholarship - Laurie Sparwasser 

 
 
VOD and Patriot’s Pen  The Voice of 
Democracy and Patriot’s Pen essays should be 
in your possession and judging must be in 
process or completed.  These need to be sent 
to your District Chairman for judging by 
November 15th.  If you need a copy of the 
scoring sheets for these essays, please 
contact me by email or phone and I will mail or 
fax you one.  Try to have an award program for 
your winners.  Include your judges, teachers 
and Post and Auxiliary members.  Show the 
students how important it was for your Post to 
get their participation in these contests.   

Continuing Education Scholarship Please 
get copies of this application to your members 
as soon as possible if you have not done so 
yet.  This is limited to only auxiliary members 
(who have been a member for at least one 
year), spouses, sons or daughters.  The 
applicant must be at least 18 years old.  There 
is an essay required with this application and it 
is due to National by February 15, 2020.  
Please DO NOT send these to me.  If any 
applications are received by you, please 
forward to: 

  Administrator of Programs 
  VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters 
  406 W. 34th St., 10th Floor 
  Kansas City, MO 64111 
 

If you need any of the forms for this 
scholarship, they are available at 
https://vfwauxiliary.org/resources/. 

Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest Please be aware of the changes for 
this contest.  Students can now also do paper-
mache, pottery, clay, metal work, etc.  The 
piece cannot be smaller than 8” in any direction 
or no larger than 24” in any direction.  It cannot 
weigh more than 5 pounds.  Digital art, 
photography and jewelry will not be accepted.  
There are also larger awards this year - 
$15,000 for first place, $7,500 for second place 
and $3,500 for third place.  Please get 
applications to the high school students as 
soon as possible so they can start thinking 
about what they want to do and start working 
on their entry.  If you need copies of the 
application or scoring sheet, please let me 
know and I will mail you copies.  Entries are 
due to your auxiliary by March 31, 2020.   

National is accepting donations for the Young 
American Creative Patriotic Art Escrow Fund.  
This helps increase the awards for winners at 
the National level.   

Youth Activities - Jan Powers 

 

The Holiday Season is coming upon us very 
soon. As of this time we have celebrated Labor 
Day, Halloween, and soon to be Veterans Day. 
If your Auxiliary hosted a party for the youth in 
your community, then you can report on this. 
Did any youth group, or individual young 
person participate in a Labor Day Parade, or 
Veterans Day Service, be sure to report on the 
activities.  

Remember any and all volunteering performed 
by kids, help you distribute Poppies, sing 



carols for the Veterans or carry a VFW 
Auxiliary Banner in a local parade you marched 
in, you can report all of this under the Youth 
Activities Program.  

 Let's encourage our young students to 
participate in the Illustrating America program!  
This program is open for grades kindergarten 
through eighth grade, and let them, shows their 
artistic abilities. The guidelines can be found at 
www.vfwauxiliry.org/resources.  

 One Auxiliary will win $50 and a citation from 
National for the best promotion of Patriotism 
through Literacy! This will be awarded at the 
2020 National Convention. There are many 
varied ways to participate in this program!  

All Auxiliaries should be reported by December 
31, 2019, but please don't wait until the last 
minute to do so. Every activity that your 
Auxiliary and members interact with the youth 
is very important. This will help the kids learn 
about community service, Patriotism, and 
respect to others.  

Wishing you all the Best in the upcoming 
Holiday Season! 

 

Hospital - Laura Knackstedt 

 

The season is changing and fall has arrived.  
This is the time of year when there are several 
festivals and events going on.  Join in the fun 

and bring attention to the needs of our 
Veterans that are in the hospital or Veteran 
Homes.  Make a list of the items you would like 
to have to help our Veterans whether that be 
toiletry items, socks, gloves, sweatpants, 
sweatshirts, etc.  Work with the community to 
get them involved is supporting our Veterans.  
No donation is too small.  Every item helps us 
to provide for our Veterans. 

October was a busy month starting with a visit 
from our National President, Peggy Haake.  
Peggy arrived on Tuesday and started her visit 
with a tour of Illiana.  Our Department Hospital 
Deputy, Debbie Gard, set up a wonderful tour 
of the facility and Peggy enjoyed seeing and 
talking with our Veterans.  On Thursday our Jr. 
Vice President, Rhonda Borkgren, delivered 
Peggy to the airport for the next stop on her 
tour.  Rhonda and I then traveled to Manteno 
for Rhonda to make her official visit.  Our 
VAVS rep, Maggie Davis, met us there and 
gave us a tour of the wonderful facility.  It was 
wonderful to see pictures of all the Veterans 
that have spent time at Manteno.  The walls 
are lined with their pictures.  They have a wood 
working area that the Veterans can make crafts 
and the community does a great job of coming 
out to support them in their efforts.  At the end 
of the month our Department President, Billie, 
made her official visit to the VA Hospital in 
Marion.  Once again this is a wonderful facility 
and they to wonderful things for our Veterans.  
If you have never visited one of our VA 
facilities, please add it to your bucket list.  You 
will enjoy the time spent with our Veterans and 
see all the great work that the doctors, workers 
and volunteers are doing for our Veterans. 

If you have not made your hospital pledge or 
any donations to the VA facilities, please do so 
as soon as possible.  The money that is 
collected is used to help our Veterans in a 
critical time in their lives.  Please give to 
support them as they have given to us so many 
things that we take for granted every day. 



I know that working together we can continue 
“Lighting the Way for our Veterans” 

 
 
Center for Women Veterans 
Do you know about the Center for Women 
Veterans? The Center for Women Veterans 
(CWV) was established by Congress in 
November 1994 by P.L. 103-446. 

Their Mission: 

 Monitor and coordinate VA’s administration 
of health care and benefits services, and 
programs for women veterans. 

 Serve as an advocate both in the VA and 
the general public. 

 Raise awareness of the responsibility to 
treat women veterans with dignity and 
respect. 

 Women Veterans Call Center: 1-855-829-
6636, for assistance. 

 And, of course, the Crisis Hotline: 1-800-
273-8255, press option 1 to be connected to 
a skilled, trained coordinator. 

 For more information 
visit https://www.va.gov/womenvet 
 

 
Quincy Veterans Home Rep - Janet Long 
 

 
 
I’mmmmmm back!  We spent the summer in 
Montana had a wonderful time.  Marge took 
care of the home while I was away.  We are 
continuing our regular duties of parties, bingo, 
treats and comfort items. Lots of other activities 
by various organizations.   

Not seeing much happening on the campus as 
to the update, but lots going on behind the 
scene putting out bids for the various work that 
needs to be done.  They have moved all the 
residents out of Elmore into Hammond Hall 

and Markword.  They were saying Elmore 
would be taking down sometime in October. It 
was still there when I was there October 7th 
waiting to see when I go back on October 21st.  
Waiting on the government and we all know 
how slow they can be. 

We are gearing up for the holidays.  I will be 
taking candy for Halloween trick or treats.  
Working with Activities for things we can do on 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  I hope all 
Auxiliaries have sent in their Hospital Pledges 
and other donations as we rely on your 
generosity to continue working in the various 
hospitals and Veterans Homes.  We look 
forward to the Auxiliaries visiting the Veterans 
who are residents as many are far away from 
home or do not have family able to visit.  Your 
visits and donations do make a difference in 
their lives. 

We still accept gently used good clean clothing 
for our Welcome Corner.  Large sizes are 
always in demand.  On that note, I can always 
use new T-Shirts in large sizes such as 4 and 5 
x’s.  Some like them with pockets and all like 
colors.  You can either purchase these t-shirts 
and mail them to me at my home address or 
1707 N 12th street, Quincy, Il 62301care of 
Janet Long or send money to the Department 
Office earmarked  “t-shirts for Quincy”. 

Marge and I wish all a very Fruitful 
Thanksgiving, a Blessed Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year.  We also ask 
you to pray for our Veterans and our Country. 

 



Hines Hospital VAVS Rep - Mercie Woolfolk 
 

 
 
Our Hospital Director Dr. Steve Braverman has 
been relocated to the Los Angeles VA Health 
System. Effective August 19th, the new 
Assistant Director is Jon Biedelschies. Both 
stated, special thanks to the volunteers for our 
many hours to the supplemental care to our 
veterans.  
 
My wholehearted thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers who serviced our Veterans with 
cheer throughout the year in the Homeless, 
Mental Wellness, Blind Rehabilitation, Personal 
Item Distribution and Social Interaction 
Therapy Programs. Special thanks to the 5th 
and 19th Districts for promoting the Shoe Drive 
on behalf of the Women Health Clinic ‘End 
Harassment Week, event held on August 9th. 
Over 100 pairs of shoes were donated.  
 
World Suicide Prevention Day 
On September 10th, many of Hines employees 
wore purple to raise awareness regarding 
suicide. It only takes a minute to stop and say 
thanks to a veteran for him or her service and 
we appreciate them. That may be the one 
“Thank You” that save a veteran life. 
 
Health News: 

 Flu shots are available. They are free to 
all volunteers.  

 Effective October 1st, all VA facilities 
became smoke-free. All cigarettes, 
cigars, pipes, vape pen, e-cigarettes 
and e-cigars are prohibited throughout 
Hines’ campus.  

 
Upcoming Events 

 Veterans Day, November 11th -
10:00am to 2:00pm. Service to be held 
in the auditorium at 11:00am and food 
tent will be available. Hope to see you 
there! 

 Veterans Food Pantry - available every 
Thursday from 11:00am to 1:00 pm in 
Hines Auditorium.  

 Volunteers are needed for the 
Memorial Squad at the Abraham 
Lincoln Cemetery in Joliet. If you are 
interested, please contact Voluntary 
Service at 708-202-8387. 

 
 I wish everyone a 
bountiful and blessed 
Thanksgiving and keep 
“Lighting the Way for our 
Veterans” as we “Serve 

Our Veterans with Aloha.” 
 
 Illiana VAVS Rep - Deborah Gard 
 

 
 
October 1st the National President visited 
Illiana VA with Department President Billie 
Guthals. Then they were off to Bloomington for 
more activities. 
 
The Bloomington Clinic is scheduled to open 
mid-month in November. They are looking for a 
Bus Shelter for the Bloomington Clinic. Door to 
Door Service will be available. 
 
Red Vest Ambassadors are needed to sit at 
the entries and direct the veterans to clinics. 
Birthday Cakes – ¼ to ½ sheet cakes for each 
of the units every month are needed. 
 
The clothing room is requesting stretch pants, 
boxers, undershirts, and shoes (8-14) Winter 
coats, hats, gloves and scarves are requested 
as winter will soon be here. 
 
Plans are in the works for the Christmas Party 
on Dec. 14th at 1 pm in the Social Activities 
Room. Volunteers and donations for 
refreshments and Bingo prizes are needed to 
give our veterans a wonderful time. I have 
Christmas stockings to fill and am looking for 



hats, gloves, notebooks, pens and puzzle 
books (find-a-word & crossword) to fill them. 
Chapstick, travel sized lotions, and sugar-free 
hard candy will be an extra treat. 
 
Bingo and lunch outings will continue on 
Tuesdays each month. 
 
We continue to provide personal products each 
week such as nonalcoholic mouthwash, 3 in 1 
shower gels, lotions, Vaseline, denture cleaner 
and adhesive, toothpaste, socks and sample 
size lotions are always needed. Donations for 
these items and the donuts we serve each 
week can be sent to the Department Treasurer 
earmarked for Illiana VA. Items may be sent to 
the shipping address below. 
 
I wish to extend a special Thank You to 
Post & Auxiliary #2801 for the personal 
products they sent to the volunteer office to 
be dispensed by my office.  
 
Your support for these veterans in need is 
so greatly appreciated by Our Veterans. 
Ship c/o Deb Gard to Volunteer Office, Illiana 
VA, 1900 E. Main Street, Danville, Illinois 
61832 
 
Jesse Brown VAVS Rep - Joann York 

 

New safety feature - You may only enter the 
building from Ogden Ave (parking garage) or 
Damen St. 
 
PATIENT SUPPORT - VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED NOW!!     
Support our Jesse Brown Patients by ensuring 
that all inpatient visitors have checked in with 
the information desk before entering the 
inpatient bed tower.  We are asking for at least 
one set 4 hour shift each week, between the 
hours of 11am ad 8:30pm, Monday through 
Friday. You may sign up for more hours if 
desired.   
 

Once again there will be a Stand-down at 
Northwest Armory located on the south/east 
corner of North Ave and Kedzie Ave in 
Chicago.  Volunteers are needed for both 
days.  Setup will be on Thursday Nov 14th and 
the Stand-down will be Friday, Nov 15th.   If 
you have any donations of clothes, blankets 
etc. please bring them to the Armory on 
Thursday.  Don't forget to report items you 
bring or hours you work.  The schedule for 
Friday - Doors open for Registration at 8AM - 
Giveaways begin at 8:30am  while supplies last 
-  Breakfast will be served 8AM -10AM - Lunch 
to go  11AM .  Help will also be needed for 
cleanup.  Should you wish to volunteer, contact 
the Volunteer Officer at 312-569-6334. Let 
them know that you are volunteering as a VFW 
AUX member so we can get credit.  But also 
report your hours and donations directly to 
Department on the hospital report form. 
 
Holidays are just around the corner.  Try to visit 
the hospitalized Veterans.  They are always 
happy to see someone even if you spend a few 
minutes with them.  Some receive no visitors 
and the holidays are a lonely time of the year 
to be in the hospital.  Perhaps you have a 
grammar school or even preschool that would 
like to make Holiday Cards for the Veterans 
which I can pass out when I visit the 
Veterans.  This is one way of getting the youth 
involved.   
 

Jefferson Barracks VAVS Rep - Emma Sue 
Crook-Wienhoff 

 

Thanks to all for donations of money, sewing 
items, Clothing, and Bingo Parties, etc.  Our 
Veteran’s really appreciate your 
Thoughtfulness. JB is still under construction, 
but parking has improved. 
 



St. Louis VAMC now has a 4 Star rating and is 
now # 22 in best VAMC in the US. To inquire 
about JB/JC Recreation Therapy activities a 
web site has been set up to help volunteers 
know when events are happening and how 
many volunteers may be needed.  Web site:  
www.st.louis.va.gov/services/recreationtherapy
.asp 
 
Volunteers can get their mandatory flu shots 
free in the Flu Clinics at JB, JC, and Marion 
VA.  If you chose not to get flu shot you will be 
required to wear a mask while in the hospital 
from December till March. 
 
Do you know the difference between a Service 
Dog and a companion, emotional support dog?  
Well!  A Service dogs do a service for the 
Veteran. Trained service dogs are welcomed 
on VA property. A therapy companion 
emotional support dogs are not allowed. 
 
Coming Events 
JC Veteran’s Day Celebration Nov.8, 2019 
from 10am-3pm at John Cochran VAMC. 
VA Parade is (sign up in Vol. Service, if you 
plan to walk or ride) Nov. 9, 2019 meeting at 
JC after 9 am at JC.  Parade starts at 12 noon. 
JB Veteran’s Day Luncheon Nov. 11, 2019  at 
11:30 am in the JB Gym .  VFW Aux. Dept. of 
Il. Is supplying and serving cake for dessert. 
JC Christmas tree lighting Dec. 4, 2019 at 
10am.   
JB Christmas tree lighting Dec. 4, 2019 at 1pm. 
JB Gift Shop is Dec. 17, 2019   9-11am.  All 
donations (new toys, household items, jewelry, 
money, etc.) need to be dropped off at 
Volunteer Service before Dec. 12th. 
Christmas wrapping paper, gift boxes and 
bags, tissue paper, bows, ribbon, Scotch tape 
will be needed to wrap gifts for Veteran’s 
family.  Volunteers are needed. 
JC Gift Shop Dec. 18, 2019 9am-1pm, needs 
and drop off date are the same. 

Christmas Luncheon will be Dec. 20, 2019 in 
JB Gymnasium at 11 am. 
 
Needs List: 
Personal care items, undershirts (all sizes), 
underwear (med, large, extra-large), shoes, 
sweatpants, jeans. 
 
HOPE 
St. Louis VAMC Homeless Program - HOPE 
(Housing, Outreach, Prevention, and 
Education) has been very effective in reducing 
the number of homeless Veterans in the St. 
Louis area.  Hope Recovery Center is at 515 
N. Jefferson, St. Louis Mo. 63103. The core 
mission of the HOPE programs is to provide 
outreach to identify homeless Veterans who 
are eligible for VA services and to assist these 
Veterans accessing appropriate healthcare and 
housing benefits. The H-PACT (Homeless 
Patient Align Care Team) provides Primary 
Care and Mental Health Services to Veterans 
who are homeless, recently homeless, or at 
risk of becoming homeless.  
Other HOPE Services: Peer Support Services, 
Computer lab and classes, Life Skills Classes, 
Addiction Services (individual and group), 
Vocational Rehabilitation Services, and 
Occupational Therapy.  More details about the 
HOPE Program will be in upcoming General 
Orders (The Beacon). 

 
 

 

 

 



LaSalle Veterans Home Rep - Gerri 
Anderson 

 

Greeting from the LaSalle Veterans Home, 
everything is going very well here, and the 
home has done a lot of upgrading this year 
with almost all the rooms being freshly painted 
along with the halls where we have the 
entertainment for the residents. They also got 
more nice outside comfortable furniture for the 
residents to use and easier to get in and out of. 
 
We have bingo for them on the second 
Monday of the month and entertainment on the 
fourth Monday. We usually have 184 residents 
but it varies from time to time, but they always 
try to keep it at that number. It’s a wonderful 
facility and I’m happy to do my part of putting 
smiles on their faces when we’re there. I love 
chair dancing with some when we have the 
music for them, they always smile! It does my 
heart good when you see their reaction. I want 
to wish each and every one a happy holiday 
season and thank you for all you do for our 
hospitalized Veterans. 
 
Manteno Veterans Home Rep – Maggie 
Davis  

Hard to believe summer is over(what 
summer?).Our veterans sure have enjoyed 
it.  What with all the outdoor activities I think 
fishing was one of the favorite things. 
 
Kudo's to all the motorcycle groups that came 
out and had picnics or in doing the runs gave 
all the proceeds to Manteno, Veterans 
Hospital. The Harley shop in Manteno comes 
out and help us with bingo's and is very much 
appreciated. 
 
Our veterans and activity staff have been 
busy. Some of them have been doing a lot of 
tie-dye. They do t-shirts and aprons. The 
aprons will be sold at the Christmas 

Bazaar.  The t-shirts are for themselves or a 
family member. The kits are bought with 
department money if anyone wants to 
donate kits you can do so. 
 
What is next on their agenda is gingerbread 
houses I'll be trying to locate them. The 
resident in Alzheimer’s are doing the same 
activities they have asked for the gingerbread 
houses first. 
 
Alzheimer residents love their music. If you 
know of anyone who wants to come and play 
any instrument give a call to Michelle 815-468-
6581-ext 259 Monday thru Friday.  Same 
number if you want to have a party.  I am told 
they like a bowl soup in the afternoon and Patti 
has been making a crockpot full and the oyster 
crackers.  Pattie says cheesy broccoli is the 
favorite.  I have since gone and purchased 
some for them. 
 
We have some names for our volunteers some 
were in place a few I made up 

1) Beautifiers - for those who push the 
women to get their hair done on 
Wednesday and the men on Tuesday 
and Thursday. 

2) The God Squad - these are the ones 
that take the residents to church 3 days 
a week. 

3) Card and Game Sharks - They play all 
kind of games and cards with the 
residents. 

4) The  Librarians - These are the veterans 
who read books and newspapers to the 
residents. 

5) The Puzzlers - Volunteer sit with some 
of the resident and do puzzles then they 
are taken to wood-working where they 
are framed, and some are sold at the 
bazaar. 

6) (6)Wood Choppers or Woody 
Woodpeckers - these are the volunteers 
who come on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Our veterans are right 
there working with us either painting or 
sanding.  Some come just for the visiting 
and coffee and donuts.  Several of the 
veterans have always done 
woodworking at home.  Nothing like the 
smell of sawdust. 



7) Coffee Clutch/Brunch - Summer time 
once a month, winter once a week. Our 
veterans love it. All kinds of breakfast 
food hot and cold.  I am responsible for 
setting up a table with all kinds of fruit, 
cookies, candy, toilet articles, pens and 
papers.  There is a bag for them to pick 
out what they want and take back 
with them should they want a snack. 

8) Lunch Bunch - Some resident hire 
someone to sit with their loved-one for 
about 5 hours a day and other 
volunteers just keep someone who 
doesn't have family company. They sit 
at a big table in the activity room and eat 
lunch, talk, laugh and watch tv. 

 
So which group would you like to belong 
to?  Come on out if you have free time.  Also 
continue to have your parties and send your 
donation so Sandy and I can continue to have 
parties and purchase items for our veterans 
 
Our goody shelves are getting sparse. The 
veterans come to the activity office for snacks 
and they are allowed 3 each a day and they 
get commissary tickets on Friday. 
 
The home does not take used clothing 
anymore.  One organization just gave several 
pairs of tennis shoes. They were purchased 
thru Walmart.  Others like to give sweat suits. 
 
In woodworking we take items for crafts and 
wood that we can use to cut out items. 
 
Prince home can use the same clothing items 
and they love their coffee 
 
God Bless and enjoy the upcoming holidays 
with your families and our veterans. 
 
Sincerely: Maggie Davis and Sandy Coleman 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carpentersville Auxiliary 5915  

 

Carpentersville Auxiliary 5915 presented Scout 
Pack #43 with a new American Flag, pole, 
harness, Eagle and gloves for parades. The 
troop’s flagpole had broken so the Auxiliary 
decided to surprise the secretary who was one 
of the charter leaders of the troop with their 
donation.  

Lake Villa Post 4308 Auxiliary, Anne 
Simons, President 

 
 
In September 2018 – at our Monthly Auxiliary 
Meeting – we hatched the idea of a Baby 
Shower for Veterans. Now we’d seen it done, 
and we had even helped out, but we’d never 
done it ourselves!  - And yet, Our Auxiliary 
voted unanimously to host this event!  

We began planning, fundraising, soliciting 
donations and stealing the time of our 
Spouses, Children and Friends!  We 
strengthened our bond as Sisters, through the 



Auxiliary and our Friendships have been tested 
(hahaha)  and Flourished!  I couldn’t be more 
proud of this Auxiliary, for the people they are 
and all that they continue to do for Veterans, 
Active Duty and their Families.   

On Sunday Sept. 15th we hosted the Baby 
Shower for 35 Expectant Moms and their 
families.  We showered them with Love and 
Gifts.  The road to the day was intense.  Many 
hours were spent planning and preparing.  But 
in the end, we were so excited that we did 
something so meaningful for those that mean 
so much to us!  And after the shower, one of 
the Thank you letters we received is below.  A 
reminder of how truly meaningful this day was! 

(one of many thank you letters) 
Thank you again so much for yesterday! It was 
definitely a blessing and was not expected at 
all. I was so touched from the moment pulling 
in seeing all the flags, being greeted at the 
door and all the wonderful hugs and smiles 
inside from everyone and all the love! I have 
been having a rough time, hospitalized multiple 
times with this pregnancy and your amazing 
team brought a full day of smiles and love to 
me and my unborn daughter which was 
soooooooo needed. Words will never be 
enough to thank you for everything but I had to 
put an email together and send, that I don’t 
mind if you share with everyone about how 
even the littlest things said or done meant the 
world to me! My two boys were so shocked 
when I returned home and said wow mom they 
must love you. I said yes boys they showed 
love to all 35 of us! So thank you again so 
much and I hope you all have an amazing 
week!  
 

A NOTE FROM PAST DEPARTMENT 
PRESIDENT RITA FRANK 

I would like to say “Thank You” to everyone that 
sent a card, made a phone call or sent an email 
to me at the death of my sister Brenda Carlson.  
She was a life member of VFW Auxiliary #1461.  
In the past ten months I lost three siblings, but 
this one hit me the hardest.  She suffered with 
several different cancers the last 15 years and 
the most recent one was too much for her body.  
I really appreciate the out pouring of love from 
my VFW brothers and sisters and all the friends 
I have had over the years.  You all truly helped 
this loss be a little easier and I thank you all from 
the bottom of my heart. 
 
Rita Frank 
 

A NOTE FROM PAST DEPARTMENT 
PRESIDENT CINDY PARIS 

I would like to thank everyone for the cards and 
well wishes during my recent hospital stay. The 
cards really brightened my day.  I am now in 
Assisi of Clare Oaks getting back on my feet. I 
hope to see all of you soon.  

 

 

 

 

 



Nov 8 – 9, 2019 
Dept of IL VFW Auxiliary Council 
of Administration 

Macomb, IL 

Nov 8, 2019 
Dept Hospital Chairman’s 
Conference 

Macomb, IL 

Nov 11, 2019 Veteran’s Day  

Nov 15, 2019 
990N, 990EZ or 990 must be filed 
or an extension requested 

 

Nov 21, 2019 Happy Thanksgiving  

Dec 22 - 30, 2019   Happy Hanukkah  

Dec 25, 2019 Merry Christmas  

Dec 26, 2019 – Jan 1, 2019 
Kwanzaa – celebrate love, 
community and Family 

 

Dec 31, 2019 
2020 Dues must be paid in 
MALTA for all Auxiliary, District 
and Department Officers 

 

Jan 1, 2020 Happy New Year’s  

Feb 5 - 9, 2020  
Dept of IL VFW and VFW 
Auxiliary Council of Administration 
Meeting/VOD Weekend 

Springfield 

Feb 19 - 24, 2020 
National VFW Auxiliary Mid-Year 
Conference and CAFÉ 

Honolulu, HI 

March 21, 2020 Up State Luncheon New Lenox, IL 

 
 

 

 

 


