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Light notes from President 
Billie 

 

With the beginning of the New Year I hope you 
have many great memories of a wonderful 
holiday season.  As we look forward to the 
New Year, there are usually resolutions made 
and we look forward to the possibilities and 
opportunities in front of us.   Many of us will 
resolve to lose weight, exercise more, use our 
time more wisely, be more organized, etc.  This 
list can go on and on.   

As members of the VFW Auxiliary, I urge you 
to look at how you can make this year better 
for our veterans.  What can you do to 
encourage, aid, and make our veterans feel 
more appreciated?  Some things to consider 
are: 

 Providing transportation for medical or 
shopping needs 

 Babysitting for a veteran’s family to 
allow time outside of the home for those 
with young families 

 Volunteering at a VA clinic, or in a VA 
facility 

 Taking coffee and donuts to a local 
nursing home where veterans are 
located 
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 Participating in Veterans Voices to make 
sure the voices of our veterans are 
never silenced 

 Assisting at local shelters that assist our 
homeless veterans 

 Donating food or clothing to a facility 
that provides assistance to for homeless 
veterans 

 Mentoring a member who wants to 
become more involved, but isn’t sure of 
the next steps 

We are an organization with diverse talents 
and availability.  We can brighten the lives of 
our military and their families.  What will you do 
this year for our veterans? How are you 
making a difference?   

 I’m anxious to hear what you are doing.  Post 
your activities on our Department FB page or 
text photos to our Historian, Mike Maruzek and 
he will take it from there.  Sharing your ideas 
and activities will encourage others to be more 
involved in their communities.  I wish you all 
health and happiness in the new year and I 
can’t wait to see how you are Lighting the Way 
for our Veterans!  

 President Billie Guthals 

WICKIE’S WISDOM – Sec’y/Treasurer Linda 
Lorenz 

 

I hope that you and your family had a happy 
and safe holiday season.  

Take a few minutes to check the donations list 
that is on the website – www.vfwauxiliaryil.org. 

Make sure that your Auxiliary has been 
credited with any donations you have made 
through the Department of Illinois VFW 
Auxiliary. If you have not made your donations, 
I encourage you to make them as soon as 
possible.  

Also, any member who has not paid their 2020 
dues are no longer in good standing. In order 
to be in good standing, they must pay their 
2020 dues. As soon as they pay their dues, 
they are immediately in good standing. If their 
dues are not paid and transmitted to National 
by June 30, 2020, they will need to rejoin the 
VFW Auxiliary, completing a new application 
and reestablishing their eligibility. Their 
continuous years of membership resets to one 
year. They will also need to wait one year to 
qualify for a Cancer Grant. Let’s make sure 
that we leave no member behind.  

I want to thank the Auxiliary Treasurers for all 
you do. You make sure that donations are 
made, membership is transmitted, and monies 
are deposited. 

If you have any questions or need my help, 
please feel free to contact me.  

REMINDERS: 

 Your Second and Third Quarters Audits 
should already be in. Check the X sheet 
to be sure that they have been received 
and are correct.  

 The Fourth Quarter Audit for October1 – 
December 31, 2019 is due by February 
15, 2020. 

 Feb 5 – 9, 2020 Dept of IL VFW 
Auxiliary Council of Administration 
Meeting and VOD Weekend – 
Springfield, IL 
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 Feb 19 – 24, 2020, National VFW 
Auxiliary Mid-Year Conference and 
CAFÉ – Honolulu, HI 

 March 21, 2020 – Upstate Luncheon – 
New Lenox, IL 

 
VETERAN AND FAMILY SUPPORT – Paula 
DeDoncker 
 

 
 
PTSD. Anxiety and Depression, we talk about 
them, their effects on the lives of veterans, and 
unfortunately some of us must live them.  

In early August my PTSD was triggered, 
engulfing me in a wave of depression and 
anxiety. The anxiety has kept me largely at 
home, my safe place. I’ve become a master at 
masking/avoiding my mental state, but I’m sure 
some of you have noticed.  

I do have another safe place, with you, my 
Auxiliary sisters and brothers. The August 
Council meeting, our District Meeting, our 
Auxiliary monthly meetings, they have 
sustained me. You may not realize your power, 
but you have it. 

At the August Council meeting, I was 
approached by a dear friend, also a military 
wife. I felt safe telling her I was not in a good 
place, and she in turn later confided in me the 

struggles military wives and husbands 
encounter when dealing with their veteran’s 
issues.  

Do we talk about this? What are the  needs of 
the spouses and their families? We may touch 
on it, but now is the time to dig in. President 
Billie has graciously afforded me the 
opportunity to make a supplementary report to 
my original VFS report. We may meet our 
friend, she may choose to remain anonymous, 
but what we will do is explore her experiences, 
struggles, and coping mechanisms.  My goal is 
for us, as a group, to gain a perspective that 
will enhance our dealing with Auxiliary sisters 
and brothers who may be experiencing some 
of the same situations.  I hope to see you 
there. 

Thank you all for your reports, it’s impossible to 
know where we’ll be, but I’m sure success is 
right around the corner! 

 

MEMBERSHIP– Diane Hawk  

 

Congratulations to Auxiliaries that made their 
95% by the end of November.  Look at your 
Receipts from National to see your funds 
deposited to your accounts.   

Remember that you still have a chance to get 
that $50.00 from National if your Auxiliary is 
100% by the end of January 31, 2020.   
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If your Auxiliary is 100% + by December 31, 
2019 will get you to $25.00.  If you can’t get 
that 1 extra member, those of you that are 
100% by December 31, 2019 will receive 
$10.00 from Department. 

We really need all the spies and detectives to 
start making tracks.  Double check those 
membership lists, look behind all the bushes, 
and under all those rocks.  Get those last 
members processed and help our department 
make 100%.   

 

This is the time to really contact your unpaid 
members in person or by phone and see if they 
need some assistance.  The Adopt-A-Member 
part of the membership program is a way to 
keep those members in your Auxiliary.   What a 
wonderful gift your Auxiliary can make by 
paying someone’s dues.  Members who may 
be struggling usually appreciate this small 
gesture and may be the boost in spirit they 
need.   

I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
February Council of Administration and 
passing out a bunch of money.  

Remember I need to also get a membership 
report from each Auxiliary.  Please help us get 
100% reported.  Let us keep Lighting the Way 
for Veterans as we all Serve Veterans with 
Aloha. 

 

MENTORING FOR LEADERSHIP – Mary 
Spindler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The holidays are behind us, and I hope you all 
enjoyed them!  However, there is still much to 
do before this Auxiliary year is over, so we 
need to concentrate on unfinished tasks.   

To date, I have received about 70 reports from 
the Auxiliaries, and that is less than half.  Over 
the years, I’ve been blessed to experience 
firsthand the many projects that our members 
carry out, and you are amazing!  I also know 
that you have done many things to receive 
credit for Mentoring—and now it’s just a matter 
of reporting them.  So, if your Auxiliary has not 
yet reported, PLEASE send me a report, 
whether online or by snail mail, e-mail, or 
phone.  The goal to be 100% reported is 
December 31st, so time is running out! 

At the top of this bulletin, I have included a 
quote from Mr. Fred Rogers.  Now, you might 
think it’s a little strange to talk about a 
children’s advocate, but he was an 
extraordinary mentor for people of all ages; 
and even as adults, we could learn something 
from his teachings. Why? Because he made 
others feel valued and loved; he taught us that 
we should be willing to try new things--even if 
we might fail.  In his “Neighborhood,” everyone 
was welcomed, appreciated, and respected.  
He encouraged individuals to share their 
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talents and ideas…but most of all, he made 
them realize the power of kindness and 
compassion.  All of those things are important 
when we work with other members in our 
organization and can be considered as 
examples of good leadership in the VFW 
Auxiliary “Neighborhood.”  
 

In this bulletin, I would like to focus on the 
helpful “Building on the VFW Auxiliary 
Foundation” guide for all members.  It can be 
accessed by clicking on the following link:  

 https://vfwauxiliary.org/wp-
content/uploads/BUILDING-ON-THE-
FOUNDATION-1.5.pdf 

Although our Department has its own 
Guidebook, the National guide covers almost 
everything our members/chairmen (and 
especially officers) need to know about this 
organization.  The purpose of these guidelines 
is to help prepare and strengthen our leaders.  
The information contained in the guide will be 
quite helpful in understanding duties, by-laws, 
etc. and provides examples of how to handle 
certain situations.  Every President or 
Chairman (at any level) would benefit from 
reading this guide.  
 
Here are some ideas/thoughts from our 
National Mentoring Ambassador, Jane 
Ziebarth, to help our members feel appreciated 
and create positive mentoring results: 
  

 Host a quarterly recognition event. 
 Present a Good Job certificate to a 
volunteer. 
 Use social media to acknowledge 
positive mentoring individuals and events. 
 Through mentoring your Auxiliary will 
sustain excellent leaders and volunteers. 
 Showing support and recognition will 
demonstrate to the new and legacy 
members that they are being appreciated 

and that they have joined the right 
organization. 

 

Thanks for all you do as members of the VFW 
Auxiliary, and I hope to hear from you soon.   

Just FYI:  There’s a new movie about Mr. 
Rogers (starring Tom Hanks) that has been 
recently released, called “A Beautiful Day in 
the Neighborhood” if anyone is interested. 

 
AMERICANISM – Susan Parrish   

   
 
I hope everyone has had a wonderful Holiday 
Season.  We should be thankful for the 
freedoms that we have because of our 
Veteran’s sacrifices. 
 
Your Coloring, Poster and Essay material 
should be in the Schools by now, If not you still 
have time to do so.  The due date to 
Department in April 15th.  But the sooner you 
get these to me the better.  I have been asked 
if Districts can do their own judging.  This is up 
to the Districts.  By doing so you can send me 
your 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in each age 
group. 
 
At the last Council of Administration, I gave 
away Survival kits.  The winners were JoAnn 
York and Department Guard Cindy Watters.  
Congratulations to you both. 
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Smart/Maher VFW Citizenship Education 
Teachers Award 
Remember to get your entries to your District 
for judging so that they can be forwarded on to 
National. 
 
I am still looking for more pictures of your 
Family Freedom Fest.  I will start working on 
our collage after the National Midwinter 
Conference in February. 
 

I’m PATRIOTIC 
BY LENORE HETRICK 

 
THERE ISN’T A THING THAT I WON’T DO 

TO SHOW MY FEELINGS TODAY 
I’m PATRIOTIC RIGHT THROUGH AND 

THROUGH 
AND I hope I stay that way 

 
With such a country as this one is 

I’d better be waving the flag! 
When I have a land like mine to cheer 

I’m NOT THE PERSON TO LAG 
 

AND THE FOURTH OF JULY DEMANDS THE 
BEST 

IT CALLS FOR ALL I’VE GOT 
FIRECRACKERS, CHEERS AND PLENTY OF 

FLAGS 
TO MAKE THE DAY A JACKPOT! 

 
I’M PATRIOTIC, YOU JUST BET 
I’LL MAKE A GRAND DISPLAY 

AND WHEN I’VE FINISHED BE SURE IT’LL 
BE 

TIME TO CALL IT A DAY. 
 
 
 
 

GRAVES REGISTRATION – Marvie 
Wisniewski 
 

 
 
As we enter into a new year, let us not forget 
about those that have passed on before us, 
this year and the past years, Special for their 
time, their service, and the priceless memories.  
Give a Moment of your time to say I remember 
you, and cherish our time. 

Please remember to have a memorial list of 
Auxiliary members that have passed away up 
to the time of Convention. This way we can 
have a compiled list by Auxiliary and District to 
honor them at the 2020 Convention in 
Springfield. 

Wishing everyone a safe and prosperous New 
Year! 

 
 
VFW NATIONAL HOME FOR CHILDREN – 
Terry Adams 

 

Do you know the history behind the National 
Home? 

The story begins with a young girl named Amy 
Ross. On a cold February day way back in 
1922, 23-year-old Amy walked into the office of 
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Dr. Candler, VFW Department of Michigan 
Commander with the idea to find jobs for the 
thousands of veterans who were walking the 
streets of Detroit looking for work. 

Through Amy Ross’ efforts, millionaire 
cattleman Corey Spencer came to meet with 
Dr. Candler in the summer of 1924. Having 
learned of all of Amy’s great work and the 
needs of the VFW, Mr. Spencer had an idea. 
He had 472 Acres of land near Eaton Rapids, 
Michigan, known as the Grand River Stock 
Farm, and he wanted to make it a Gift to the 
VFW. His offer was presented at the 1924 
National Convention. 

Tragically, Amy Ross never lived to see the 
VFW National Home become a reality. After 
her untimely death in 1924, the VFW gave 
Miss Ross a military funeral. Dr. Chandler was 
quoted as saying “Amy Ross dead? No, she 
has just commenced to live…When that new 
little city arises out of the ground near Eaton 
Rapids called the VFW National Home, you will 
hear Amy singing a lullaby to some veterans’ 
orphan. 

Since its founding, the VFW National Home for 
Children has grown from an old farmhouse to a 
sprawling campus with playgrounds, park 
areas, and multiple buildings. 

Over the years, the National Home has 
evolved to meet the changing needs of 
American’s military and veterans’ families. 
Through it all, one thing has remained 
constant: The National Home’s commitment to 
honor our nation’s veterans and active-duty 
military by providing help and hope for their 
children and families.   

Be the beacon of light. Report and sing the 
praises of Amy Ross by keeping a dream alive. 

BUDDY POPPY – Terry Adams 

 

The year 1922 was a very busy one for the 
VFW in August they adopted the poppy as the 
official memorial flower of the VFW. A simple 
red flower  

The story goes: In April of 1919, the Poppy 
Lady as she was known, arrived in the United 
States. She turned to the VFW in May 1922, 
and they conducted the first nationwide 
distribution of the poppies. In August 1922, 
they adopted the poppy as the official memorial 
flower of the VFW. The need for more poppies 
to distribute in 1923 started a business in 
which disabled and needy American veterans 
made and assembled the poppies. In 
remembrance of their buddies who never came 
back from the war, they started calling them 
“Buddy Poppy” and the name stuck. 

SCHOLARSHIPS – Laurie Sparwasser 

 

Young American Creative 
 Patriotic Art 

Please be advised that there is a change in the 
instructions of the three dimensional art than 
what I put into the program book.  
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The three dimensional art can be paper, papier 
Mache, pottery, metal work, fabric, wood, 
etc.   It cannot be larger than 18” in any 
direction and cannot weigh more than 5 
pounds.   

The two-dimensional art must be on canvas or 
paper.  Watercolor, pencil, pastel, charcoal, 
tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen, ink, oil, marker 
or any other media may be used.  It should not 
be framed.  Canvas entries should be 
submitted on a stretcher frame or canvas 
board.  Other entries should be matted in 
white.  Do not use color mats.  Reinforce the 
back with heavy paper.  Mounted and floating 
mats may be used.  The two dimensional art 
should be no smaller than 8” x 10“, but no 
larger than 18” x 24”, not including the mat.   

If an American Flag is used, it must conform to 
the Federal Flag Code in relation to colors, 
number of stars and stripes and other rules of 
the code.  Digital art, photography and jewelry 
are NOT accepted.   

Entries must be completed by the student 
during the current school year.  Any student in 
the 9-12th grade and enrolled in a public, 
private or parochial high school or in a home 
study program in the United States are 
eligible.  Maximum age of the student is 18 at 
the time of the entry.  The student does not 
have to be a member of a VFW veteran or 
VFW Auxiliary member.  The student must 
attend school in the same state as the 
sponsoring VFW Auxiliary.   

A copy of the contest application must be 
completed and attached to the back of the 
entry.  A typed explanation of the entry must 
also be attached.  This should be in 250 words 
or less. 

National winners of a prior Young American 
Patriotic Art contest may not compete if future 
contests.  

The Young American Creative Patriotic Art is 
due to your auxiliary by March 31, 
2020.  Illinois does not have District judging for 
this program.  Send your first place winner(s) 
to me by April 15, 2020. 

The winner for the Department of Illinois will be 
sent to National by May 5, 2020.   Winners at 
the National level are not known until the 
National Convention in July, 2020. 

If you have any questions or need a copy of 
the application, please let me know.  Every 
auxiliary in the state can send me a first place 
winner.   

So start your displays and report your use and 
share your ideas. 

  YOUTH ACTIVITIES – Janet Powers    

                             

As we begin 2020 there are only a few months 

left of for our reporting year!! If you are 💯 
reported keep up the good work and and 
continue to send all you do with the youth as 
they are very important in our Organization.  

 If you have yet to do a RED WHITE and BLUE 
project, there is endless things that can be 
made. You can suggest some different crafts 
or let the young people use their creative 
minds. Examples; A wreath made from red, 
white, and blue clothes pins a double wire ring 
and some stick on stars. Use popsicle sticks to 
create the American Flag and send to the 
troops overseas. Rubber gloves filled with 
candies and tied with some red white and blue 
ribbon and a message Helping Hands for our 
Soldiers.  



9 
 

HISTORIAN/SOCIAL MEDIA – Michael 
Maruszak 

 

What a wonderful year we have had so far. As 
we begin 2020, we are all abuzz talking about 
2019. This is history in the making. I want to 
give a heartfelt Thank-you to all those 
Auxiliaries that have submitted your reports. As 
I read these reports Auxiliaries are doing 
amazing things for our Veterans, their Families 
and their Children. The creativity and energy 
you put into making sure the word gets out to 
your community is over the top. Continue to 
maintain the History of you Auxiliary, District, 
and even members. Historians continue doing 
the excellent job you are doing. Remember 
too, that history is ‘Live’ in the form of Social 
Media. Oh, how Technology has changed how 
Historical are recorded. Be cautious when 
using Social Media platforms. A few things on 
social media postings: 

 Be positive  
 Make it meaningful 
 Never use it to air your personal 

frustrations  
 Inappropriate Language is unacceptable 

always. That includes photographs or 
any type of media. 

 Be mindful if you must remove a post, 
inform the person who posted it that it is 
going to be removed. They may even be 
uninvited.  

Sometimes joking in a post could be taken 
seriously. Remember your audience.  

Would you post something that you are not 
willing to say face-to-face to someone? 

Finally, be the best you can be when posting to 
all social media.  

This is 2020! 

CHIEF OF STAFF /EXTENSION – Jerriann 
Byrd 
 

 
 

Remember in the last Beacon, “My Trivia 
Question “Who has the power at your Auxiliary 
Meeting?” If you said Member in Good 
Standing has the power, you were correct! 
Some members believe Past National, Past 
Department Presidents, National Council 
members and Department Offices hold the 
power. Sadly these title holders feel this way. 
They have influence but not the authority to 
rule you the members. Remember one person, 
one vote. 
 
All Auxiliaries were to be reported in their 
programs by December 30th. Sorry to say at 
this writing we are a long way off. 
Congratulations to District 13 for being 100% 
reported.  Please get your reports in. I’ll accept 
them by e-mail jann1@mediacombb.net or 
phone. 
 
National Award #1 for members. Citation and 
$50.00 to one member in the nation who 
assisted in revitalizing a failing or weak 
Auxiliary. Entry form required, available at 
www. Vfwauxiliary.org /resources. 
 
I am sorry to say we have had several 
Auxiliaries disband this year. President Billie’s  
teams are working hard to get the members 
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transferred into other Auxiliaries. We need to 
work hard to keep our auxiliaries in good 
working order. We don’t need to lose any 
more. 
 
Wishing all of you good health and happiness 
in 2020. 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S PIN – Jerriann Byrd 
 

 
 
Happy New Year to all my Auxiliary Brothers 
and Sisters. 
 
As all of you know, we started out President 
Billie’s “LIGHTING THE WAY FOR OUR 
VETERANS” year with 5500 of her beautiful 
Light House pins. As of this bulletin I now have 
275 pins in my possession.   
 
I sold pins when my church had their Bake 
Sale fundraiser, also my insurance agent 
bought pins to give to each person in his office. 
That is a couple of new suggestions of places 
to sell the President’s Pin. Of course I set up a 
table last week at bingo and sold pins.  
 
Hopefully all of you will help me sell the last 
275 so we can help make President Billie’s 
special project ‘BEACON OF LIGHT FUND’ 
FOR Homeless Veterans in Illinois a 
success. Remember a percentage of the 
profits from the pin sells goes to this project. 
 
I want to think all of you for what you do for our 
Veterans daily. 
 
Wishing all good health in 2020. 
 

LEGISLATIVE – Ceil Barclay 
 

 
 
I am so proud to begin my reporting with 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR 
DISTRICTS AND AUXILIARIES FOR 
BECOMING 100% REPORTED FOR 
LEGISLATION & BEFORE THE DEADLINE!   
This was a lot of hard work and what a GREAT 
LEGISLATIVE TEAM WE HAVE FROM 
ILLINOIS! Thank you for all of your hard work, 
efforts, caring, genuine concern and Love for 
our Veterans and their Families. You make the 
difference in the lives of so many people, more 
than you know! 
 
I have decided to pay tribute to a wonderful 
Senator that I have had the great privilege of 
working with, on many Veteran Legislative 
Bills, for ten years now. I will be updating you 
on the recent work we are doing with our 
Veterans through future Legislative e-blasts. 
 
It is so very sad, for me, with the leaving of 
Senator Johnny Isakson.  
 

 
 
He has been our Champion for our Veterans 
always! He has never-ever forgotten the Great 
men and women who have fought to keep us, 
all safe! For the past six years as your 
Department Legislative Chairman, I feel like 
Senator Isakson (GA) is a long-time, dear 
friend.  He has emailed me many, many times 
with my concerns for Blue Water Navy and with 
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several of our Veteran Bills.  What a gentle, 
caring, understanding human being this man 
has been to me, in total, for the past 10 years 
with our work for our Blue Water Navy 
Veterans.           
  
 Senator Johnny Isakson is the Senate 
Committee Chairman for the Veterans 
Affairs Division. 
 
Current Committee Assignments are: 
Committee on Finance 
--Subcommittee on International Trade, 
Customs, and Global Competitiveness 
--Subcommittee o Social Security Pensions 
and Family Policy 
--Subcommittee on Taxation and IRS 
Oversight 
 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor and 
Pensions: 
--Subcommittee on Employment and 
Workplace Safety (Chairman) 
 
Committee on Veterans Affairs (Chairman).  
 
Select Committee on Ethics (Chairman) 
 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 
---Subcommittee on African Affairs 
--Subcommittee on East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs. 
 
In his early political career, you would find 
Johnny Isakson in the Georgia House of 
Representatives from 1974-1998. Then 
February 23, 1999- January 3rd, 2005 he was a 
Member of the House of Representatives from 
Georgia’s 6th District.  He then went on to serve 
in the U.S. Senate, from 2005-Present.  As a 
Senator, he has sponsored over 130 Bills. 
Senator Isakson has given 40 years of his life 
to Public Service.   
 
On August 28, 2019, Senator Isakson 
announced he would resign from his seat in the 

U.S. Senate effective December 31, 2019, 
citing health concerns.  I am asking all of us, all 
across Illinois, to please say a Prayer for 
Senator Isakson.  On December 28, 2019, he 
will be celebrating another Birthday, his last 
birthday as one of our U. S. Senators.  I will be 
sending him another Birthday card from all of 
us, thanking him for his dedication and hard 
work, especially for our Veterans. I wish to 
Thank so many of you for letting me know that 
you were sending cards of appreciation to him 
and wishing him well as he leaves the Senate. 
 
God Bless and Good Luck to you, Senator 
Isakson, as your journey through life takes you 
to other adventures. You will be greatly, greatly 
missed! 
 
 
HOSPITAL REPORT – Laura Knackstedt 

 

I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season 
and are looking forward to the New Year.  I 
wanted to include a picture that was sent to me 
from our VAVS reps at Marion.  They partnered 
with Auxiliary 1301, Marion Youth Group & 
Second Brigade Motorcycle Club to decorate 
Christmas trees at the Community Living 
Center.  This has become an after 
Thanksgiving tradition.  What a wonderful to 
start the holiday season!!  It looks like 
everyone had a wonderful time and I am sure 
the Veteran’s loved seeing the decorated 
Christmas trees.   
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If you have pictures or articles of projects you 
have done for our Veterans, I would love to see 
them and would be happy to share them with 
our members.   

As of me writing this we only have 11 
Auxiliaries that are not reported in the Hospital 
Program.  Hopefully by the time you read this, 
we will be at 100%.  I want to thank you for the 
great support you have given the Hospital 
Program.  Whether you made a donation, 
spoke about at your meetings or donated items 
or your time, I am sure that our Veterans 
appreciate everything you have done.  I have 
said it before and I am sure that I will say many 
more times, I am very proud to be a member of 
such a giving and kind organization. 

As we begin a new year, please remember that 
the work we do for our Veterans is never done.  
Reach out the members of your Auxiliary to 
work on new and creative ideas of ways we 
can help out Veterans.  As you will see below, 
Mercie thought of a creative way to help our 
Veterans at the Blind Unit at Hines.  They are 
reusable braille labels that can be attached to 
cans.  This way our Veterans can be 
independent and can easily find what they are 
searching for.  Thank you Mercie for yet 
another way that we can help our Veterans to 
enjoy a better, independent way of living. 

 

I would love to pass along more creative ideas 
for helping our Veterans.  Send me your ideas, 
pictures or anything you wish to share.   

It is a new year but our 2019-20 year is not 
over yet.  Please continue to send me reports 
and donations to help our VAVS reps with their 
work are always welcome.  Together I know 
that we can continue “Lighting the way for our 
Veterans”. 

 

Hines Hospital VAVS Rep – Mercie Woolfolk 
 
Pictures speak louder than  Words. So, our 
Hines article will consist of various pictorial 
activities held by Auxiliaries to bring “Cheer to 
Hospitalized Veterans” and to let them know 
that we appreciate their service to our country. 
We thank all volunteers who so 
generously share their time with our 
hospitalized veterans.  
 
December 1st -  Frozen Robins and other 
volunteers went “Caroling” in Spinal Cord 
Injury, Blind Rehabilitations Center and the 2nd 
and 6-9th floors in the Hospital 
and.  Sponsored by East Dundee Auxiliary 
2298. 
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November 11th – Hines held an internal 
Veterans Day Celebration. In honor of 
hospitalized veterans, the special guests that 
participated were the Proviso East Marching 
Band and Jesse White Tumblers. The guest 
speakers were IL Secretary of State Jesse 
White and Ret. It. Col. Ryan Yantis. (Please 
see Hines Website for pictures)  
 
November 25th & October 29th - Auxiliaries 
from the 5th and 19th Districts collected and 
presented about 580 pairs of socks, paper 
goods and move-in-ready items to HUD/VASD 
for their Homeless programs.  Below is a 
sample of one donation from the 19th District. 
 

 

October 31st - Bartlett VFW Post & Auxiliary 
(11018) Annual Halloween Festival for 
veterans in CLC & RCF.  

 

 
 
MANTENO VETERANS HOME – Maggie 
Davis 
 
 
By now the holidays are behind us.  I hope not 
too much on the behind.  This will give us the 
reasons for our New Year resolutions. 
 
Our veterans sure did enjoy the holidays 
thanks to all of you.  We’ve had so many 
parties at the home and to all who had our 
veterans at your post homes. 
 
I got to enjoy helping sere our veterans that 
were taken to Tinley Park American Legion 
home along with a bus load from Great Lakes 
Naval Academy. I am sure a lot of other posts 
did the same. 
 
Our veterans also get to go to the boats and 
there is also a mini casino in Manteno that they 
enjoy.  Other trips the veterans take are to 
Walmart, Hobby Lobby, and Meijer; they love 
to shop! Others who can't go give their list to 
the person who does the shopping once a 
week.  That is for the items they want that are 
not provided for at the home. 
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We lost one of our lady members before 
Thanksgiving and now we only have twelve 
left.  Our 101-year-old is such a joy, everyone 
always wants to talk to her.  The high school 
kids love to come in and visit.  We also have 
some ladies come in and do the ladies nails 
and the get their hair done once a week 
at the home in the beauty shop.  One of our 
ladies made several crochet items for the 
Christmas craft show.   
 
I believe I told you quite a few of them love to 
tie die.  There were sweat shirts, a baby 
blanket and aprons.  We sold them all and 
everyone wants more aprons. If anyone knows 
where we can get the heavy-duty aprons 
cheap let me know and I am going to get more 
kits for them. 
 
For Christmas I purchased the gingerbread 
houses for each unit to do.  The students from 
Marion Catholic came and helped the 
residents make theirs; a good time was had by 
all.  It is amazing how many of the men like to 
get involved with the projects. 
 
We will be taking a few weeks off at 
woodworking to get a rest and enjoy our 
families and think up new ideas for the spring 
show.  On Wednesday wood-Working all our 
men are veterans   and just love working there 
and the lady volunteers love to be there 
also.  There are 10 of us on Wednesday. 
 
Remember if you have anything for crafting  
Christmas items or whatever we will take 
them.  Thanks to Laura Knackstedt our hospital 
chairman for all the Items she had donated.  It 
took a village to get them home from Macomb 
but we made it. 
 
If you are bringing snack items to Manteno, 
which are very much needed, please check the 
expiration date.  If they are expired we cannot 
use them even though they say you can use 

things longer.  They are not allowed at the 
home.   
 
Sandy and I thank you for everything you do 
for our Veterans each and every day! Please 
keep up the donations of items and most 
importantly your time! 
 
 
Jesse Brown VAVS Rep – Joanne York 
 
Our Director, Mr. Magill has retired and we are 
in the process of looking for a new Director. 
 
Now that the holidays are over please don't 
forget our Veterans.  If you are interested in 
having a Bingo Party, please let me know so it 
can be set up. 
 
The Stand-down at the Northwest Armory was 
once again a success.  There were 581 
Veterans that received haircuts, flu shots and 
other help needed. Lincoln Park High School 
ROTC is a huge help with setting up on 
Thursday and helping the day of the Stand-
down.  Thank you to those that helped out by 
volunteering or donating items. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to help 
throughout the hospital.  Would you like to be a 
Red Coat Ambassador?  You will assist 
Veterans or Visitors in finding were they are 
going.  Commitment 4-5 hours one day per 
week between 7am-4:30pm Monday - Friday.  
Questions, please call 312-569-6109 or contact 
Patrick.Gleason@va.gov.  We need 4-5 people 
per shift.  Perhaps you or your auxiliary 
members or friends might like to volunteer a 
shift together. 
 
Our Food Pantry is in its 7th year.  It is open 
every Tuesday, including Christmas and New 
Year's Eve.  We are always there to serve the 
Veteran. 
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Once again in February we will have our Salute 
to Veterans Party.  The Veterans will have 
lunch and there will be entertainment.  The 
VFW Auxiliary always supplies the cake for this 
event.  We also pass out Valentines that the 
children make should we get some.  Involve 
the Youth in your community and them to make 
Valentines for the Veterans. 
 
The Women's Clothing room is in need of 
Sports bras, panties (small sizes) and socks.  
Donations are always made in large qualities of 
socks to the Men's Clothing room, but never 
the Women's 
 
When you bring items remember to complete a 
donation sheet and then make a report to 
Department. 
Thank you for all you do for our Veterans. 
 

Illiana VAVS Rep - Deborah Gard 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR 2020 
 

With the start of 2020 the cold weather has set 
in and our Veterans are in need of warm socks, 
gloves, hats, coats (sizes Large, XL, XXL) and 
scarves. Blankets (twin size) are needed for 
those new to our facility. 
 
The Holidays are behind us and our Veterans 
enjoyed the parties and gifts they received. 
Now with the bleak days of winter upon us they 
need to be remembered. Please send a note to 
the veterans in Liberty, Freedom, Honor and 
Valor Houses letting them know they are in our 
thoughts. There are 10 veterans in each.  
 
Our Veterans appreciate all you have done to 
make their Holiday special. Thank You to every 
Post and Auxiliary, who helped with the 
Christmas Party. And a Thank You to Chenoa 
VFW and Auxiliary for the shoes and 
sweatshirts they sent. 

With the chill in the air and the snow I will 
continue to represent you each week, however 
if the travel is dangerous, I may only make it 
there some of the time.  
 
Bingo and lunch outings will continue 
Tuesdays each month. Weather Permitting. 
 
We continue to provide personal products each 
week such as non-alcoholic mouthwash, 3 in 1 
shower gels, lotions, Vaseline, denture cleaner 
and adhesive, toothpaste, and socks. 
Donations for these items and the donuts we 
serve each week can be sent to the 
Department Treasurer earmarked for Illiana 
VA. Items may be sent to the shipping address 
below. 
 
Your support is so greatly appreciated by 
Our Veterans. 
 
Ship c/o Deb Gard to Volunteer Office, 
Illiana VA, 1900 E. Main Street, Danville, 
Illinois 61832 
           
  Lighting the Way for Our Veterans 
 
 

 
 
  Christmas party at Danville VA on November 
30, 2019 hosted by MOC and MOCA -#62 of 
Illinois members - left to right :  Dawn Mozingo, 
Bill Peveler, Gloria Jackson and Gayle Witt.   

 
 
 


