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I want to thank everyone for their donations and hospital reports.  The Hospital Program is 100% 
reported.  What a great job by everyone!!!  It is not over though, so please keep reporting and if 
you wish to make additional donations please do so. 
 
At our recent C of A in Springfield we discussed some things that pertain to the Hospital Program.   
 
We have continued to keep the TLC on the donation list.  National no longer does the TLC.  After 
discussing and getting input from our VAVS Reps, we are looking at removing the TLC from the 
donation list.  We understand that many Auxiliaries are struggling financially and we want to put 
the donations we receive to better use. Many Auxiliaries did not submit their hospital pledge.   
Please understand that the money collected from the hospital pledge is used to reimburse the 
VAVS Reps for their drive back and forth from the facilities.  Many of our VAVS reps drive over an 
hour one way to make their visits to our facilities.  Their mileage expense adds up quickly.  At one 
time we had over 250 Auxiliaries in our department.  We are now down to a little over 150.  
Unfortunately, our expenses have remained constant.  The donations you submit for the VA 
facilities are used solely on the Veterans and events we have for them.  The hospital pledge is our 
only way to help our VAVS Reps with their visits.  We could cut down on the visits our VAVS Reps 
make to the facilities.  If we do this, we are taking away from our main goal which is to help our 
Veterans.  Please understand that we sincerely appreciate everything our Auxiliaries do to help 
support our Veterans.  We are only trying to use the funds collected in the best way possible to 
help our Veterans. 
 
We are always looking for volunteers to help at our facilities.  If you are interested or know of 
anyone that might be interested, please let me know.  Some of our volunteers have visiting the 
facilities for years.  We need some new volunteers to step up and help them.  We want to continue 
to give the best support to our Veterans when they need it the most. 
 
In the last Beacon I reported on a project that Mercie had done for the blind unit at Hines.  
Unfortunately, the can labels did not work out as well as we had hoped.  I appreciate the thought 
Mercie put into the project.  New ideas may not work out, but if we don’t try new ideas we will never 
move forward.   
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Spring is just around the corner.  I know that our Veterans are looking forward to the weather 
warming up and being able to get outside and enjoy the sunshine.  Think about what your Auxiliary 
can do to help them.  Plan a picnic or function that will get them out and about.  The fresh air and 
sunshine will do wonders to help their mental and physical wellbeing.   
 
Thank you again for all you do for our Veterans.  Together I know that we are “Lighting the Way for 
our Veterans” 
 


