
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

To my Auxiliary family, we now have alternative plans that I am happy to share with you 
related to the cancellation of this year's Department Convention.  

A Council of Administration meeting will be held in place of a convention.  Here is 
the information you need to know.  

When:  Saturday, June 13, 2020  (Council members, please note this date, as it is 
different than the date originally discussed.  That is due to a scheduling conflict).  

Where:  Bloomington's John H. Kraus VFW Post 454, 1006 E. Lincoln St., Bloomington, 
IL 

Time:  We will begin at 10:00 a.m. and will conclude no later than 3:00 p.m. This will 
allow most individuals that attend in person to arrive and depart on the same day.  If you 
need overnight accommodations, please contact Cheryl Michel for assistance.  

Type of Meeting:  This will be a combination of an on-site and Zoom meeting.  We do 
not yet know what restrictions may be in place by the State of Illinois but assume social 
distancing will be a factor and are therefore limiting on-site attendance.  Council 
Members are invited to attend on-site and Auxiliary members not on Council are invited 
to join the meeting via a Zoom link that will be sent to all Auxiliary Presidents who can 
then forward the link to their Auxiliary members.  In the event we are still under a 
"Shelter in Place" order in June, the entire Council meeting will be held via Zoom. 

We will provide a detailed agenda to all Council of Administration members, Past 
Department Presidents, Department Chairmen and Appointed Officers as well as all 
Auxiliaries. Details of how to sign into the Zoom meeting via an online link or by 
telephone will be provided with the Agenda. This information will be available no later 
than June 1, 2020.  

Agenda: This meeting will include standard elements of a council meeting with a few 
changes.  We are making every effort to include key parts of a Convention while 
keeping within a needed timeframe.  All Chairmen will announce their awards, new 
District Presidents will be introduced, a Memorial Service will be conducted, and 
Nomination, Election, and Installation of 2020/2021 Officers will occur.  All written 
nominations for offices should be forwarded to Secretary Linda Lorenz by June 1, 2020, 
so they can be compiled and sent out via email.  The only nomination speeches that will 
be read at the Council meeting will be for the offices of President and Guard.    

Additional Information:  

•   Because we are not registering delegates, no delegate fees will be collected 
for Department Convention.  Linda Lorenz has not cashed any checks that 



were sent to her in anticipation of having a Convention.  She will mail those 
back to the Auxiliaries.   

•   The Council will elect any unopposed officer. For an office that is opposed, if 
there is no objection from any candidate running for the office, our Council will 
elect for that position. If there is an objection, the position will be held open until 
election can be held in the proper manner, which would be at the next Council 
of Administration meeting. 

•   Linda Armstrong will have her President's Pins and Shirts available for those 
attending on-site.  There will not be a Shopper's Corner or Membership Raffle 
table. 

•   Since we will not have a convention, the year-end Officer’s Report Book will 
not be printed and distributed as in the past. Instead, the information will be 
emailed to all Auxiliaries and placed on the Department Web Site in June prior 
to the Council Meeting. All awards will be listed for all programs. 

•   Arrangements will be made to ensure Citations and Awards are delivered to 
the recipients. 

Action Required:  

•   If you are a Council Member, please contact Linda Lorenz to let her know if 
you will be attending on-site or via Zoom 

•   If you plan an overnight stay and need assistance with that please contact 
Cheryl Michel 

•   If you have additional questions, please contact me or Linda Lorenz.  

I hope this gives each of you information you needed.  I continue to sincerely wish that 
you and your loved ones stay healthy and safe. 

God Bless,  

Billie Guthals 

Dept. of Illinois VFW Auxiliary President 

309/826-4862 

billie.s@comcast.net 

"Lighting the Way for Our Veterans" 

 


