
Report of the President 
Billie Guthals 

 

To all my dear Auxiliary members who have 
traveled with me on this journey that began so 
many years ago I say a heartfelt thank you for 
your support, kindness, mentoring, patience and 
sharing.  You gave me the ability to face new 
challenges, test myself and spring forward with 
new ideas and support for our veterans and their 
families.  As of late, I have felt much like a 
sailboat that has lost the wind.  I, as well as many 
of you, have gone from full speed ahead to 
looking at other options to keep our momentum 
going.  Not momentum for ourselves, but for 
those we support and love.  It is in times of 
trouble that the beacon of a lighthouse is even 
more important, and so many of you have shown 
brightly in this unexpected storm.  Thank you for 
the masks you made, the meals you delivered, 
the donations you made, the cheer you brought 
to others, and the love you shared in so many 

other ways.  

As I look back on this year, I was so honored to be able to meet with many of you, take 
part in your activities and see how you shine your light of love every day on our 
veterans.  I am so proud of each and every Auxiliary member and what you do!  

Line Officers, thank you for your dedicated service as you performed your assigned 
tasks this year and above that, I personally thank you for your wise counsel and sharing 
of your experiences that has allowed me to strive to be a better President.  

I have a special place in my heart for all of you District Presidents.  You are the leaders 
that keep things moving.  You keep people connected and keep me informed of all that 
is happening in your designated areas.  I couldn’t be effective without you. 

Linda, as my Secretary/Treasurer, we spend many hours together in person and on the 
phone.  You are truly one of the most gracious, thoughtful, and knowledgeable people I 
have ever had the honor of working with.  Your love for what you do, and who you do it 
for, shines through in all your actions.  

To my Chairmen and Appointed Officers, you have all been such a pleasure to work 
with and you have performed your duties well.  I am proud of your dedication and 
commitment to doing what you said you would do.  Even when our world changed, you 
persevered and finished strong!  



I am so amazed by the dedication of all our VAVS reps.  You are the ones that are on 
the front lines for our veterans, giving them love, attention and letting them know they 
are not forgotten.  I know it has been hard for you not to be able to visit your assigned 
facilities and I hope you are soon able to share your smiles with our veterans and their 
families once again.  Thank you for what you do!  

Jerriann, as my Chief of Staff you assembled a wonderful team of Deputies to provide 
guidance and assistance throughout the state.  I also want to thank you for your years 
of traveling alongside me and for the countless hours you have spent with me for the 
betterment of our veterans.  Our travels may be less, but our friendship is only stronger.  
I am excited to welcome a new auxiliary into the Department, Tuscola 10009, and wish 
them much success.  I am looking forward to celebrating with them when we are able.  
Tip of the hat to Janet Snow, for being the lead organizer for this new auxiliary.  

I want to thank my own Auxiliary 454 and District 7 for their truly unbelievable support 
for many years.  You have been behind me and supported me from Day One and I am 
looking forward to being able to show my thanks in person for years to come. 

And lastly, to my Mom Nancy, and my entire family who have backed me, supported 
me, cheered me on, and have been up for any task; thank you seems too little, but I 
hope you know I could not have completed this journey without all of you. I love you! 

My best wishes to Linda and her team on a successful 2020-2021 year.  I support you 
and look forward to your year.  

God Bless you all!  

Billie Guthals 
Department President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Report of the Sr. Vice President 
Linda Armstrong 

 
This sure has been a very busy year for us all.  Fortunately, I 
was able to fulfill my obligations prior to when the 
unprecedented mandatory shut in occurred.  During our 
quarantine time I have been very busy sewing masks for those 
in need and doing my best to plan for the upcoming year.  I 
enjoyed traveling our great State making my official visits to the 
Districts and visiting with our members.  I have learned many 
new things, studying our bylaws and program requirements and 
how important they are in our efforts to support our Veterans 
and their families.   

 

I was blessed to be able to attend our National Annual Voice of Democracy Conference 
in Washington D.C. this year and witness our National VFW Commander in Chief, 
William “Doc” Schmidt speak to Congress and the Senate on behalf of our Veterans.  It 
has been an honor to represent you this year and I want to thank you “our members” for 
allowing me this great opportunity.   

I sincerely want to thank President Billie, my fellow Line Officers, District 10 and my 
Auxiliary 6408 for all the support and encouragement that you have given me this year.  
Your confidence and faith in me have meant everything that gives me the strength to 
move forward.  I promise to continue to do my best to be the “Beacon of Light” for our 
Veterans and their families in the coming years ahead. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Linda Armstrong 
Sr. Vice President  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Report of the Jr. Vice President 
Rhonda Borkgren 

 
This year was off and running to be great, then all of a sudden, we had 
a bomb drop out of nowhere. I am sorry for everyone who had events 
dropped and major plans cancelled. It has been rough for a lot of you 
stuck at home. I have been working every day, then going home.  My 
life isn’t totally different  

My year as Jr. Vice President went way too fast. I enjoyed my time in 
all the districts, I visited. I was in the 3rd, 5th, 8th,10th, 14th, 15th, 16th, 

and 18th. I was planning on seeing the 17th district at the May meeting in Charleston. 
Hopefully, I will make it down to visit you next year! I was also at all the COA’s and 
attended National Convention in Orlando, Fl. Where I came home with Bronchitis. Not  
good when you are sick the whole time! I also visited the Anna Veterans home and 
attended the down state luncheon.  
 
I had a great time in Kansas City for Jr. Vice Training. They filled us full of important 
information, all the things we need to know to be a good president. It was a great 
experience touring National Headquarters and talking to everyone who works there for 
both the Auxiliary and the VFW. They gave us two full days of training. They had things 
planned for us from 8 a.m. until about 10 p.m. We also got to meet all the other Jr. 
Vice’s from around the country. 
 
I came home from there and it was time to go to Bloomington for the National 
President’s visit. We enjoyed time with National President Peggy and toured the 
Danville VA. It was a busy few day. On the way home, we stopped and toured Manteno 
VA.  Lots of interesting places, all in a week’s time! 
 
I had a week home and it was time to go to Omaha for the Big Ten Conference. Got to 
see old friends and meet some new ones. September and October were crazy busy. I 
was on the road every weekend for 7 weeks straight.  
 
The Corona Virus has halted many things for all of us. It has canceled Department and 
National Conventions. It also canceled our Jr. Vice President’s weekend at the National 
Home. We will get by without all of that. We will continue to work for our Veterans and 
their families. I think we have all learned new ways to conduct meetings. Many which 
we will continue to use into the future. 
 
Thanks so much for all of you and all you have done to make me feel so welcome and 
loved. I enjoy my time with all of you. I am so grateful for all the friendships I have 
made. Those who belong to the VFW Auxiliary are the best.   
 
Love you all, 

Rhonda Borkgren 
Jr. Vice President 



Report of the Secretary/Treasurer 
Linda Lorenz 

 

 
First, I want to thank all of you for what you done this year. For 
the first 8 months, everything was going along smoothly. It was 
what we called “normal”. Your Auxiliaries did so much for our 
Veterans and the communities you live in when suddenly 
everything came to a halt one day in March.  
 

We all learned to try new things. Who would have ever thought that we would be 
holding virtual meetings to transact business or to teach our children. Zoom has 
become an everyday word and it no longer means a child on a bicycle riding down the 
street as fast as their little legs can pedal.  
 
Thank you to the Line Officers, Chairmen and Auxiliaries for bearing with us as we 
started with one plan only to have to come up with an alternate plan. Your patience and 
support were very much appreciated.   
 
I want to thank all of you for allowing me to be your Treasurer. I have enjoyed working 
with the Department Officers and Chairmen. They have all worked hard through this 
year and especially during the stay at home orders to find ways to keep in touch with 
the Auxiliaries and members.  
 
Billie, I thank you for asking me to also be your Secretary. I never envisioned all of the 
changes we would need to make to complete your year. I would not have wanted to go 
through this without you at the helm of this Department. You were always looking for 
ways that we could do this and not focusing on what we could not do. I am glad that we 
were able to attend the Mid-Winter Conference in Hawaii before the craziness began. I 
think it is what helped me get through the past 3½ months.  
 
To Linda Armstrong, I pledge to you my full support this year. I wish you much success 
as we navigate thru the first few months and move this organization forward. I know that 
you have a great team behind you that is fully committed to making the 2020 – 2021 
year a success.  
 
To the Line Officers and District Presidents, it has been a privilege to work with you. 
You genuinely love this organization. Your focus is and has always been on making the 
future better for our Veterans and their families.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  

Linda Lorenz 
Department Secretary/Treasurer 



Department of Illinois Auxiliary VFW, Inc. 
Linda Lorenz, Treasurer 

Treasurer's Report 
July 2019 - April 2020 

  

 Total 

Revenue  

   2019 - 2020 President Shirts 2,070.00   

   2020 - 2021 President's Shirts -3,000.00   

   Department Dues 39,928.71   

   General Fund Misc Income 180.60   

   IL Fund Raiser 3,463.39   

   Label/Calendar Fund Raiser 20,686.24   

   National Convention Awards 1,150.00   

   National Discount 570.23   

   NPV -2,238.31   

   PRESIDENTS PINS 2019-20 14,351.72   

   Presidents Pins 2020-21 -4,364.72   

   Presidents Shirts 2020 - 2021 516.00   

   Shoppers Corner 2019 - 2020 1,308.84   

Total Revenue $                                                                74,622.70   

Cost of Goods Sold  

   Department Convention  June 2019  

      Microphones, Piano, etc 728.72   

     Past Dept Pres Lunch Income June 2019 -432.05   

      Rooms-Officers and Council 585.45   

   Total Department Convention $                                                                     882.12   

Total Cost of Goods Sold $                                                                     882.12   

Gross Profit $                                                                73,740.58   

Expenditures  

   Bank Fee/Membership Fee 88.12   

   Chairman's Expenses & Awards  

      Incoming Chairman's Conference 413.39   

      Membership Awards 6,129.92   

      Membership Chairman Exp Big 10 300.00   

      Night on the Town  June 2019 2,438.56   

      V.O.D./PP Judging 344.40   

   Total Chairman's Expenses & Awards $                                                                  9,626.27   

   HOSPITAL REPS CONFERENCE 1,136.40   

   Insurance  

      Officer's Travel 340.00   

   Total Insurance $                                                                     340.00   

   NATIONAL MILITARY SERVICES 167.00   

   Office Expenses  



      Assistant Secretary 545.00   

      Assistant Treasurer 250.00   

      Bonding of Dept. Treasurer 767.50   

      Clerical Roster 1,249.22   

      Hospital Insurance Treasurer 1,000.00   

      Retention Storage 916.70   

      Telephone/Internet 739.36   

      Quick Books 1,635.99   

      Utilities - Secretary 625.00   

      Utilities - Treasurer 1,250.00   

      Webmaster 4,833.30   

      Website 72.00   

   Total Office Expenses $                                                                13,884.07   

   Officer Travel  

      Audit Committee Expenses 367.75   

      Budget Committee Expenses 542.01   

      Council of Admin Expenses 14,481.55   

      Dist Pres. Travel Stipend 2,640.00   

      Incoming Dist Pres Conference 110.73   

      Jr.P.D.P.Nat'l Conv.Allowance 316.00   

      Sr. Vice Pres. Travel Stipend 800.00   

   Total Officer Travel $                                                                19,258.04   

   Other Expenses  

      Big Ten Delegates Stipend 2,000.00   

      Big Ten Dues 200.00   

      Dept Assignment Expenses 307.50   

     Past Dept Pres Lunch June 2019  432.05   

      National Pres Homecoming gift 25.00   

      National Presidents Love Gift 100.00   

      Remembrance 20.00   

   Total Other Expenses $                                                                  3,084.55   

   Other Types of Expenses  

   IL Incorporation Fee 10.00   

   Total Other Types of Expenses $                                                                       10.00   

   Payroll Expenses  

      Taxes 1,134.43   

      Wages 14,100.00   

   Total Payroll Expenses $                                                                15,234.43   

   President Expenses  

      VFW Aux Mid Year Conf 602.22   

      Nat. Pres. Homecoming 200.00   

      National Convention 633.00   

      National Home Office Visit 300.00   

      Officers Badges 263.94   



      Washington DC Conference 730.00   

   Total President Expenses $                                                                  2,729.16   

   Supplies  

      Office Supplies 1,372.64   

      Postage 1,235.11   

      Postage/Supplies Dues Notices 1,315.10   

   Total Supplies $                                                                  3,922.85   

Total Expenditures $                                                                69,480.89   

Net Operating Revenue $                                                                  4,259.69   

Other Revenue  

   Beacon of Light Fund 17,714.59   

   Building Homes for Heroes  2019 - 2020  -26,340.75   

   Interest Income  

      Checking Account 34.08   

      General Reserve Fund 4.08   

      Restricted Funds 292.55   

   Total Interest Income $                                                                     330.71   

Total Other Revenue -$                                                                 8,295.45   

Net Other Revenue -$                                                                 8,295.45   

Net Revenue -$                                                                 4,035.76   

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Department of Illinois Auxiliary VFW, Inc. 
Balance Sheet 
As of April 30, 2020 

  

 Total 

ASSETS  

   Current Assets  

      Bank Accounts  

         Anna - Heartland 19424 3,792.00   

         Danville VA - Heartland 19432 7,201.03   

         Dept of IL Reserve Fund CD - Heartland 10,910.74   

         Dues Reserve Fund - Heartland 07345 18,118.91   

         Ed Hines, Jr - Heartland 19275 7,851.29   

         Heartland Bank - General 19267 91,989.40   

         Hospital Money Market - Heartland 11,016.41   

         IL Art Fund CD - Heartland 9,616.05   

         IL Cottage Money Market - Heartland 12,554.66   

         Illinois Cottage CD - Heartland Bank 34,861.31   

         J. Barracks - Heartland 19515 9,578.54   

         James Lovell - Heartland 19507 3,044.25   

         Jesse Brown - Heartland 19382 7,679.46   

         John Cochran - Heartland 19481 10,586.04   

         La Salle - Heartland 19440 8,546.20   

         Madison - Heartland 19457 6,931.48   

         Manteno - Heartland 19416 5,949.85   

         Marion VA Medical - Heartland19499 6,992.61   

         Office Reserve Fund - Heartland 07337 9,053.85   

         Quincy - Heartland 19408 3,947.61   

      Total Bank Accounts $                                                              280,221.69   

      Other Current Assets  

         Undeposited Funds 2,588.00   

      Total Other Current Assets $                                                                  2,588.00   

   Total Current Assets $                                                              282,809.69   

TOTAL ASSETS $                                                              282,809.69   

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY  

   Liabilities  

      Current Liabilities  

         Other Current Liabilities  

            Payroll Liabilities -696.07   

               Federal Taxes (941/944) -1,727.56   

               Federal Unemployment (940) -80.08   

               IL Income Tax -81.27   

               IL Unemployment Tax -45.58   

            Total Payroll Liabilities -$                                                                 2,630.56   



         Total Other Current Liabilities -$                                                                 2,630.56   

      Total Current Liabilities -$                                                                 2,630.56   

   Total Liabilities -$                                                                 2,630.56   

   Equity  

      General Unrestricted Net Assets 9,865.45   

      National Presidents Pins -300.00   

      Restricted Net Assets  

         Cancer Aid & Research 4,431.48   

            Cancer Memorial 425.00   

         Total Cancer Aid & Research $                                                                  4,856.48   

         Dues Reserve 39,462.40   

         Hospital Money Market 10,910.97   

         Illinois Art Fund 10,977.28   

         Illinois Cottage 26,238.02   

         Illinois Cottage Fund Cds 47,272.52   

         Membership Raffle 6,325.29   

         National Dues 3,322.48   

         National Home Activities 4,546.10   

         National Home General Operation 31,123.37   

         National Home Misc. Fund 5,920.26   

         Total Hospital Equity 0.00   

            Hospital Bank Accounts 83,760.34   

            Hospital Pledge 2,191.05   

         Total Hospital Equity $                                                                85,951.39   

      Total Restricted Net Assets $                                                              276,906.56   

      TLC 3,004.00   

      Net Revenue -4,035.76   

   Total Equity $                                                              285,440.25   

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND EQUITY $                                                              282,809.69   

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MeMorials 
District Auxiliary In Memory of Donation To Amount 

3 9773 HOMETOWN Deceased Members of Aux 9773 Cancer 10.00   
5 1307 ELGIN Elinor Richoz Cancer 20.00   
5 1307 ELGIN Sister of Maureen Von De Bur Cancer 20.00   
5 1307 ELGIN Clifford Fredericks Cancer 20.00   
5 1307 ELGIN A Mackie Sr Cancer 20.00   
5 1307 ELGIN Rich Will Cancer 20.00   
5 4551 ANTIOCH Zella Larson Cancer 50.00   
7 2608 Dwight Nancy Woods Cancer 25.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON Charlene Baird Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON Ink Peasley Manteno Veterans Home 10.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON In Memory of Mary Adams Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON Nellie La Croix Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON Polly Wherley Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON Ronald Neal Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON Loren Last Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
7 454 BLOOMINGTON Eileen Bagnell Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
7 JERRIANN BYRD In Honor of District Presidents Beacon of Light Fund 100.00   

7 JERRIANN BYRD 
In Honor of the Deputies for 2019 
2020 Beacon of Light Fund 40.00   

8 1571 ALEDO Barbara Sawin Cancer 20.00   
8 1571 ALEDO Betty Ericksen Cancer 20.00   
8 1571 ALEDO Elaine Siebke Cancer 20.00   
8 1571 ALEDO Frances Murphy Cancer 20.00   
8 1571 ALEDO Marguerite Cook Cancer 20.00   
8 1921 Macomb Charlotte Hughes Cancer 25.00   
8 5083 GENESEO All Departed Brothers and Sisters Cancer 25.00   
9 4079  Mendota Stacy Oleson National Home 10.00   
9 4079  Mendota Paula Hochstatter National Home 10.00   
9 4079  Mendota Edward Botts National Home 10.00   

10 1756 LINCOLN Deceased Members of Aux 1756 Cancer 100.00   
12 1241 STAUNTON H Drew Cancer 20.00   
13 4226 Olney Janet Sue Roth Cancer 10.00   
13 4826 Hoopeston Linda Depot and Nettie Kelnhofer Beacon of Light Fund 20.00   
14 3553 CHESTER Lucille MIsselhorn Cancer 10.00   
16 8141 CALUMET CITY Dolores Miller Manteno Veterans Home 10.00   
16 8141 CALUMET CITY Margaret Abildua Manteno Veterans Home 10.00   
16 8141 CALUMET CITY Mary Ann Andres Manteno Veterans Home 10.00   
16 8141 CALUMET CITY Arlene Meduga Manteno Veterans Home 10.00   
16 8141 CALUMET CITY  Lorraine Bolda Manteno Veterans Home 10.00   
16 9801 Markham For all those we lost the past years Beacon of Light Fund 10.00   
17 1769 EFFINGHAM Karen Langham Cancer 55.00   
17 5762 Casey Debra Draper Cancer 25.00   



Report of the Chaplain 
Marvie Wisniewski 

 
“We Honor the Dead best by Treating the Living Well” 

Author “Jennifer Granholm” 
 

Stepping into my year as Chaplain was very bittersweet 
having lost my sister Phransie on June 12, 2019.  Her loss 
intensified my efforts to face the year with the ultimate 
respect for our departed brothers and sisters, and their 
families. Six months later, my sister Barbara passed away 
on Dec 12th, further enhancing my efforts. As the year came 
to a close, I lost a dear friend, that many of you knew, 
Nancy Rufa.  Being a part of the Auxiliary helped in all the 
losses though out this year. Whether it was a card, letter or a phone call, the love and 
friendship were deeply appreciated. We find out how close we are, as members, during 
the tough times we endure together. 
 
On to my favorite part of the journey, being able to visit the Districts. This year my 
Official Visit brought me to Districts 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14 and the 15. Unfortunately, I was 
unable to visit the District 12 as it was scheduled in May. I was also honored to be the 
Department Representative in the 16th District’s Commander & President Banquet.  
Traveling and meeting our members is a rewarding experience. Every District meeting 
has taught me something new and even innovative. Warm welcomes hugs, laughs and 
memories being made. Thank you to Mary Lee, Jo Lynn Alvatter, Lynn Smith and my 
niece Katrina for letting me stay in your homes while I am on the road. Your hospitality 
was and will continue to be appreciated.  
 
As Chaplain, I was given the responsibility of Praying before every Function, C of A’s, 
National Home, National Presidents visit, VOD Midstate and Downstate luncheons, also 
included were a few meals and I cannot forget Billie’s Homecoming.  We prayed for the 
rain to stay away during Peggy Haake visit to Illinois, we prayed for the people that were 
so gracious to prepare food and a place to hold our functions our Troops and their 
families and our Veterans, but most of all we prayed for each and every one of us to do 
our work in camaraderie and with Love and guidance from God.  
 
Thank you to everyone that has supported me along this journey. Thank you for sharing 
your stories, your visions, and your hearts. The friendship that are being made along the 
way warms my heart and makes me happy to be a part of this organization.  
 
Thank you to Department President Billie Guthals and all the line officers for sharing 
your wisdom and advice and your friendship 
 
Thank you to the Mighty 3rd District for your continued support. 
 
To Chicago Bridgeport 5079, thank you for your continued love and support.  
 

Loyally, 

Marvie Wisniewski 
Department Chaplain 



Report of the Conductress 
Lynn Smith 

 

 

To the Department of Illinois, I would like to thank you for electing 
me as Conductress.  I would like to thank my District and Auxiliary 
for their support.  It has been a real pleasure and learning 
experience.  I can only say I hope I did you proud. 

In July, I attended the National Convention in Orlando.  I attended 
all Business Sessions and took part in the Patriotic Rally. 

I visited the following Districts 5, 7, 8, 9, 14, 18, along with all my 
District meetings.  I would like to thank all the Districts for their hospitality. I attended the 
Mid State Luncheon and the Down State Luncheon. I attended all the Audits. 

I attended all the Council of Administration meetings and the Department Commanders 
and President’s homecoming. In September I attended Illinois Day at National Home. I 
went to the Big 10 Conference in Omaha, where I was able to meet with the other 
Conductresses/Conductors and was happy the National Conductress Carla Martinez 
was able to join us. I attended the National President Visit in Bloomington and had the 
honor to escort the National President Peggy Haake to the Aisle of Honor. In November 
I was scheduled to represent the Department at the Veteran’s Day Parade in Anna, but 
it was cancelled due to weather. 

In February, I attended the VOD and had the honor to escort the Head Table along with 
all the Students. 

To Jo Lynn, thank you for traveling with me on some of the trips and Cindy Watters as 
we were lucky to coordinate some of our visits. 

To the Line Officers, thank you for your guidance and friendship.  To the Districts and 
Auxiliaries thank you for all the hard work you are doing and will continue to do for our 
Veterans. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lynn Smith 
Conductress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Report of the Guard 
Cindy Watters 

 
 I would like to thank my District (13) and Auxiliary (4226) for their 
support and the Department  of Illinois for electing and allowing me 
to be your Department Guard. It has sure been a 
learning  experience as I was also on the audit committee. I hope I 
represented you well.    
 
In July, I attended the National Convention in Orlando. I attended all 
Business Sessions and took  part in the Patriotic Rally.  I LOVE 
conventions!  You get to meet so many people that have the  same 
enthusiasm that I have for Veterans!    I visited the following Districts 
5, 8, 11, 18 along with District 13 meetings. I would like to say  thank 
you to all the Districts I visited, as you made me feel welcome and 

comfortable. I attended all Council of Administration meetings and the Commanders 
and President's  Homecoming. In September, I made the trek to National Home for 
Illinois Day. Always, a good  time there. It was my 2nd visit to National Home since I 
joined. Omaha, Nebraska for the Big 10  was full of adventures as I flew there with a 
friend and got to take the controls a couple times and  then rode back with our 
awesome Southern members, Lynn Smith and Jo Lynn Altvatter. While  I was there, I 
got to meet with other Guards and formed a new friendship with them. I attended  the 
National President's visit in Bloomington and had a wonderful time, spending it with 
Peggy  Haake and others while we toured and visited with the veterans at Danville.      
 
In February, I attended the VOD and was a Color Bearer. I enjoy listening to the 
students present  their speeches.     
 
Thank you Lynn Smith for taking me under your wing and allowing me to be your travel 
buddy.     
 
A special thank you to President Billie and the other Line Officers that never faltered in 
not only  helping me this year, but also making me laugh. We all seem to have a very 
good sense of  humor.  A note to the Districts and Auxiliaries thank you for everything 
you do not only for the  veterans themselves but their families as well. I have come 
home with many new ideas.     
 
Due to Covid-19, I was unable to attend two of my scheduled District meetings and 
the  Department Convention. I am saddened that I didn't get the opportunity to meet and 
greet  everyone coming through the doors at Springfield! I hope next year is more back 
to "normal" so  that we can all gather together and HUG. I am a hugger and am looking 
forward to seeing  everyone and getting all the hugs I missed this year!  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Cindy Watters 
Guard 



Report of the Chief of Staff 
Jerriann Byrd 

  
I have had a great year as Chief of Staff traveling from one end 
of Illinois to the other with our Department President Billie. We 
traveled over 10,000 miles and only left the State twice-that is I 
only left the state twice. National Convention in Orlando and big 
10 in Omaha, Ne. President Billie’s husband Woody drove us to 
Omaha. He also handled our luggage which we thought we 
could get use too that. 
 
I really enjoyed all the District meetings we attended. It is 

interesting to see how other districts conduct their meetings. Also visiting the VA 
hospitals, seeing how the workings of each VA is different but they all work to see that 
our Veterans are taken care of. Our VAVS Representatives and Deputies sure have 
earned their place in heaven. I really and truly enjoyed any function we attended and 
meeting such nice and friendly people. 
 
I was saddened that we lost three Auxiliaries this year but was excited that we instituted 
one new one-Tuscola #10009. Janet Snow was the Organizer and she did a great job. 
I want to thank all District Presidents for their hard work in keeping their Auxiliaries in 
good working Order.  Also, to my eight Deputies who were there when I needed them. 
Thank you for all you did this year and continue to do for our Organization and our  
Veterans. 
 
Thank you, President Billie for the Confidence, you had in me to serve in Your “Lighting 
the Way for Our Veterans” year with you and the line Officers. You have been a great 
leader for our State. No matter what problem came up you handled it with grace and 
dignity. I hope I did you proud.  Will miss seeing you as often and our travel adventures. 
We usually managed to make a wrong turn just before we got to our destination!  
We have forged a true friendship over the years that will never be broken. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Jerriann Byrd 
Chief of Staff 
 


