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Think about this! Americanism has been defined numerous ways by many people throughout 

the years. Words like “spirit”, “conviction” and “allegiance” have been used. To our National 

Americanism Ambassador Justine Robles, “Americanism is pride and devotion.” Do you have 

your own definition of Americanism? It is the responsibility of Auxiliary members to teach those 

around them and understanding one’s personal definition will make teaching much easier.  

This year the Americanism program has five areas of focus:  

• Flag Education  

• Promote Patriotism  

• POW/MIA Recognition  

• Smart/Maher National Citizenship Education Teacher Award  

• Coloring, Poster and Essay Contest FLAG EDUCATION  

I love the feeling I get when I see a huge Flag flying free. Our Flag is a living symbol of national 

pride and the freedoms we hold dear to our heart.  

• We need to reach out to our communities and teach others about our Flag’s history, 

respect for our Flag, Flag etiquette and how to properly retire the Flag.  

• Recognize businesses and individuals in your community who display the Flag.  

• Patriotic certificates are available from the VFW Store and online at 

vfwauxiliary.org/resources. 

• If you see a tattered or worn out Flag flying, offer to exchange it for a new one.  

• Host a Flag exchange at your Post or another location in your community. Businesses 

and/or individuals can trade their tattered or worn out Flags for brand new ones.  

• Provide a community Flag disposal receptacle to collect Flags that should no longer be 

displayed.  

• Invite members of your community to a Flag retirement ceremony so they can learn how 

to properly retire the Flag.  

By doing these things, we have the opportunity to educate others about our nation’s most 

prominent symbol and to share the great work our organization does to promote Patriotism. My 

house always has the great Red, White, and Blue flying proudly and I challenge you as a 

member of the Auxiliary to display the Flag at your house. 
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