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The Veterans of Foreign Wars and its Auxiliary were 
founded primarily and functionally as legislative 
action groups more than 100 years ago. While both 
organizations have transformed to include additional 
Programs and initiatives that support veterans and their 
families, our first and most important objective remains 
the same: to fight for our nation’s veterans through 
legislative advocacy. 

Every benefit a veteran receives started with 
legislation. The VFW and VFW Auxiliary have been 
involved in nearly every piece of veterans’ legislation 
passed in the 20th century, as well as bills enacted in 
the 21st century. Recent legislative victories include:

• Elimination of the “Widow’s Tax”

• Enactment of the Forever GI Bill

• Passage of the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 
Act

• Passage of the VA MISSION Act

• Passage of the VA Accountability Act of 2017
For an up-to-date list of legislation that has passed, 

please visit: vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts, scroll 
down to “More Advocacy Resources” and select “VFW 
Legislative Victories.” There you will see a PDF of nearly 
100 legislative victories listed by the year passed or an 
institution established.

Educate, Participate and Get Others Involved
While all of us may not have served in the U.S. armed 

forces, we joined the VFW Auxiliary to honor those who 
did. We can help to ensure that our nation’s laws work 
in favor of our veterans and that the promises originally 
made to them are kept. To be an effective advocate, you 
must educate yourself on the issues, actively participate 
and get others involved in the legislative process.

Educate
Priority Goals
Released annually in January, the VFW’s Priority 

Goals provide the focal points of discussion between 
our national legislators and the VFW. However, we know 
all politics are local. We can support our local VFW Posts 
and the veterans in our communities by becoming 
familiar with the VFW Priority Goals and being ready 
to discuss them with elected officials in our area. The 
current Priority Goals are listed at: vfwauxiliary.org/
what-we-do/legislative.

Action Corps
VFW’s Action Corps Weekly is an e-newsletter 

delivered to your inbox each week. It’s brief, informative 
and provides ways that we, as Auxiliary members, can 
advocate on behalf of our veterans. If you have not yet 
subscribed, visit vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts, 
click on the Action Corps button and enter your email 
and ZIP Code to receive a weekly email. 

Members of the VFW’s Action Corps also receive 
access to a nationwide database of contact information 
for all elected officials (a congressional directory) and 
VFW “Action Alerts” that provide a simple way to get 
involved when our nation’s veterans, service members 
and their families need their voices heard on Capitol 
Hill.

Participate
While it may not be an election year, we need to keep 

our legislators engaged and hold them accountable on 
veterans’ issues. There will be opportunities in your cities 
and states for local legislative involvement. 

• Communicate with your legislators and elected 
officials (via phone, email and personal visits).
• Be brief and to the point. Stick to one issue per 

phone call or email.

• Ensure your legislators know exactly what the VFW 
and Auxiliary want accomplished. 
• Use information provided in Action Corps 

Weekly.
• Even if your lawmaker already supports the 

legislation promoting the Priority Goals, 
consider asking them to sponsor or co-sponsor 
further legislation. 

 

Legislative Ambassador

SCOTT JAMIESON
60 Norman Drive
Tiverton, RI  02878
401-835-3819
vfwmax5390@gmail.com
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It is up to us to voice our concerns to our elected 
officials. Our veterans and their families are our top 
priority and should be the top priority of our elected 
officials. Always remember that your elected officials 
work for YOU and YOU can make a difference!

Get Others Involved
Once you have educated yourself and participated in 

the legislative process, it’s time to get others involved. 
There are many ways to do this, including:

• Ensure every member is registered to vote.
• Form a legislative or action alert committee that 

will stay on top of the issues, inform members 
about what’s going on and tell members how to 
take action.

• Encourage veterans to register with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs to ensure they are 
receiving the VA compensation and benefits due to 
them.

• Invite a VFW Veterans Service Officer (VSO) to 
community events.

• Write a letter to the editor of your local paper 
stating your position and ask the public to contact 
their legislators to support veterans’ issues.

• There may be local laws or statutes that need to 
be changed or added to benefit veterans and their 
families.

• Put on a voter registration drive in conjunction with 
your Auxiliary membership event.

• Host a candidate forum or town hall at the Post 
home, library, community center, park, etc.

• Speak to youth about veterans and their service to 
our nation.

Tools and Resources
The biggest challenge members face with this 

Program is lack of confidence; the belief that they do 
not know enough about veterans’ issues to speak to 
legislators. As the relative of a veteran, our members 
bring a unique perspective to veterans’ issues. Sharing 
first-hand knowledge or a personal story can impact our 
legislators and affect their view on an issue. 

The VFW and VFW Auxiliary have an array of tools to 
help. These tools can be found online at vfwauxiliary.org/ 
resources. Use them to educate yourself and fellow 
members, and gain confidence to be an active, effective 
force in communicating our goals to your legislators.

Legislative advocacy is our responsibility. We must 
become familiar with veterans’ issues, advocate for 
solutions to overcome them and get others involved 
in our cause. Use your voice. Make it heard. When we 
combine our voices with those of the VFW, we can 
create change and positively impact the lives of those 
who served.
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One the main objectives of the Legislative Program 
is to improve the lives of our veterans, service members 
and their families through advocacy. Your efforts, 
combined with nearly 1.5 million other VFW and 
Auxiliary members, can influence lawmakers whose 
decisions affect veterans and their families every day. 
Join the chorus of voices that will ring out in legislators’ 
offices this year.

Study the issues laid out clearly in the VFW Priority 
Goals. A copy can be found on the National website 
at vfwauxiliary.org by selecting “What We Do” then 
clicking on “Legislative.”

The Priority Goals reflect the resolutions passed by 
the VFW to strengthen and ensure an adequate VA 
system for millions of current and future veterans.

They call for much-needed attention to crises such 
as veteran homelessness and suicide. They request fully 
funding research on traumatic brain injuries, reducing 
the claims backlog, fighting veteran unemployment 
and improving timely transition assistance for veterans 
after leaving military service. The goals are grouped 
under six areas of concern:

• Budget

• Health Care

• Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs

• Education, Employment and Transition Assistance

• Military Quality of Life

• National Security, Foreign Affairs and POW/MIA
These goals are released in January each year by the 

VFW. Be sure you check the VFW or Auxiliary websites 
for the current Priority Goals.

VFW Action Corps Weekly
It’s free and it’s full of news about what’s happening 

on Capitol Hill, with veteran and service member 
issues and with our national security. Subscribe at the 
National website at vfwauxiliary.org by selecting “What 
We Do” then clicking on “Legislative.”

Contact your legislators: find out who’s who. To 
identify your congressional representatives, visit the 
VFW website at vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts.

Step by Step—A Bill
To follow the progress of a bill through the stages of 

the legislative process, visit congress.gov, where you 
may find a specific bill by its number or by a key word 
or phrase.

VFW in D.C.
One of the most crucial responsibilities of the VFW 

Washington, D.C. office is to actively lobby Congress 
and the administration on behalf of veterans. The office 
monitors all legislation affecting veterans and alerts 
VFW and Auxiliary members about key legislation 
under consideration.

By testifying at committee hearings and interacting 
with congressional members, the VFW played an 
instrumental role in nearly every piece of veterans’ 
legislation passed in the 20th Century, as well as bills 
developed in the 21st Century.

To contact the D.C. office:
Website:  vfw.org/advocacy
Phone: 202-543-2239
Mail: 200 Maryland Ave., N.E.
         Washington, D.C. 20002

Be An Advocate • Be Informed • Be Engaged

Legislative Program
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AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES
1. Most outstanding training of members on the legislative process.

• Citation to every Auxiliary that trains members on the legislative process. Criteria and entry form (required) 
available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Auxiliaries must send the entry form to their Department Legislative 
Chairman by March 31, 2022. 

 The Department Legislative Chairman must send a copy of all submitted entry forms to National Headquarters 
by April 30, 2022. 

 Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National Headquarters. 

• Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the most outstanding training of 
members on the legislative process.

The Department Legislative Chairman must sign and send a copy of the completed Department-winning entry form 
to the National Legislative Ambassador by April 30, 2022 for judging. 

AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENTS AND DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
1. Citation to each Department Legislative Chairman for participation in this Program.

2. $25.00 VFW Store Gift Certificate to one Department Legislative Chairman in each of the 10 Program Divisions for 
the best promotion of legislative education and member involvement in the Legislative Program.

3. Outstanding Performance Award in each of the 10 Program Divisions based on criteria listed on Page 5 and for 
the promotion of Program Goals listed at the top of Page 41. 

Legislative Program Awards 




