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RETENTION! RETENTION! RETENTION! This word is 
said every year, but what are we really doing about it? 
This WILL be the year to make extraordinary strides to 
improve our retention. Every member of your Auxiliary 
is a unique piece of the larger puzzle that makes up our 
Organization. Normally, when we put a puzzle together, 
we start building the edge first and work our way into 
the middle. With an organization you do the opposite - 
making it a never-ending puzzle with endless possibilities. 
By starting in the middle and working your way out, you 
see that each piece is essential to the survival of your 
puzzle (Auxiliary). 

What happens when one of those pieces gets lost 
along the way due to death or non-renewal? What 
happens to your Auxiliary? You become a bit weaker; 
the more pieces you lose, the weaker you will become. 
There is proof in numbers. Going back five years, our 
highest National membership total was 491,271.  

Today we are at 469,322. We’ve lost 21,949 members.  
If we continue along this path, in about 20 years the 
VFW Auxiliary will be non-existent. 

We all know Membership is the backbone of our 
Organization, so why do we find it so hard to keep 
our members? If we take the time to Invite potential 
members to join our Auxiliary, should we not also 
take the time to Invest in them as well? We need to 
find a better way to communicate with our members 
so that they want to be Included in everything we 
do. By reinforcing the importance of the goals of our 
Organization we can give our members a reason to 
invite new members to join us. If we want to continue 
to make our puzzle grow, we need active members, not 
just numbers on a report. We need those puzzle pieces 
to help us work our Programs. Everything is connected. 
Let’s find ways to teach them about the Organization 
they joined and make it FUN!

Membership Ambassador

DEBBIE TILLEY
22 Surfcrest Street
Saint Augustine, FL  32080
904-460-9345
dktilley@comcast.net

BIG TEN STATES
CARRIE TURNER
1965 Maple Street
Holt, MI  48842
517-881-5578
cturner2406@gmail.com

SOUTHERN STATES
MARTHA COTHREN
717 Whispering Pine Road
Little Rock, AR  72210
501-529-4155
mrcothren@yahoo.com

WESTERN STATES
REBECCA “BECKY” DARNELL
P.O. Box 10
Jeffrey City, WY  82310
307-540-8003
beckied@rtconnect.net

EASTERN STATES
WENDI HENNEMANN
4955 Creek Road
Kingsley, PA  18826
570-533-1577
wendihennemann@yahoo.com

Conference Coaches
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Henry Ford: “Coming together is a beginning, 
keeping together is progress, and working together 
is success.”

Together, hand in hand, as Brothers and Sisters 
of this great Organization, we will stand tall for our 
veterans. There is strength in numbers and we are all 
part of the puzzle that pieces us together. We CAN 
make a difference!  

Invite Potential Members
Growing our Auxiliary should be so much easier 

today than it was six years ago. With the inclusion of 
males, we should be reaching new highs. The VFW has 
a membership 1,071,274 strong, so why is it that we 
have 469,322 which is more than 50% less than that of 
the VFW? We should be larger than the VFW! We have a 
much larger pool to recruit from; we need to talk with 
our VFW members and find out if they have someone in 
their family who would be interested in joining. 

You can recruit anywhere, you just need the correct 
mindset and the tools to do so! Do what you know!

Recruitment Tips
• Always have a membership application and/or 

brochure with you that will help you explain what 
the VFW Auxiliary does. 

• Make up your own recruiting speech that comes 
from the heart and that potential members can 
relate to. 

• Tell the story about why you joined and who you 
joined for. 

• Have the “8 Ways You Can Help Veterans” cards 
with you to hand out. 

Resources Available to Assist You
Recent National Membership Ambassadors and 

National Headquarters staff have worked together to 
develop membership resources to help you, our local 
members, recruit. Visit vfwauxiliary.org/resources or 
Log in to MALTA, select “Resources” and scroll down to 
the Membership area for links to the following:

• VFW Auxiliary Brochure Order Form

• Member Change/Update Form

• VFW Auxiliary Membership/Member Transfer 
Application

• 2021-2022 Member Recruiter Award Form
Membership Recruitment and Retention Tools, 

including:
• Membership Engagement Packet

• Membership Moments

• VFW Auxiliary Eligibility Wheel

• Just One Card

• Strengthening Auxiliaries Calendar

• Talking Points

• VFW Auxiliary Fact Sheet

• Recruitment Booth Pointers

• 8 Ways You Can Help Veterans Card

• Member Benefits

• “Join Us” Poster

• Press Releases

• Door Hangers

• Social Media Shareables
These tools are here to help increase membership 

in your Auxiliary. Many of the above are fillable and 
printable for easy use.

Include Members 
Many Auxiliaries were once the center of their towns. 

Due to a shift in population from rural to urban and 
suburban areas, you may find that you are now on 
the outskirts of the main hub. Don’t let that stop you 
from recruiting new members and including them in 
your Auxiliary. If we have learned anything from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it is how to continue to move 
forward. Bring your members into your meetings via 
Zoom, GoToMeeting, WebEx or other technologies. 
Many Auxiliaries have snowbirds or retirees who are 
always on the road enjoying life, yet they still want to 
be included in the goings on of the Auxiliary. Keep 
them informed by text, email, newsletters and Auxiliary 
Facebook pages. 

School Fairs
JROTC Events

Work
Church

Social Gatherings
Poppy Drives
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Empower your members to take more control of 
where your Auxiliary will be in the next year. Encourage 
their ideas and participation. Listen to what they have to 
say. What may not have worked before may work now. 
At your meetings, pass around a “What Would You Like 
to Do?” sign-up sheet. Don’t wait for them to volunteer. 
Explain the event and what is needed, be specific: 
desserts, set up/clean up, decorations, sewing projects, 
food drives, reading to youth or visiting our veterans in 
hospitals or nursing homes. 

Make your meetings fun! 
• Send out birthday cards (regular mail or email) 

monthly and invite them to that month’s meeting 
and celebrate their birthday with a cake. 

• Every month has a non-traditional celebration 
connected to it. We know about our traditional 
holidays, but what about National Sneeze Month, 
National Picnic Month, National Hot Breakfast 
Month, National Soup Month, etc. These are easy 
to find by doing an online search of “fun non-
traditional holidays.” Pick one – or a few - and get 
creative! You could even incorporate the holiday 
into a membership drive. 

An old African proverb says: “If you want to go fast… 
go alone, if you want to go far…go together.”

How to Invest in the Future of our VFW 
Auxiliary

Retention of our members is the key to our success. 
We need every piece of the puzzle to keep their 
membership in good standing. 

• When you bring a new member in, make a lifetime 
commitment and investment in that member. Send 
them a welcome packet with information about 
your Auxiliary, events that are coming up and invite 
them to the next meeting so they can be initiated. 
Offer to provide a ride to the meeting if they need 
one. 

• Invest in your members by offering an early bird 
incentive. This not only shows that you care about 
your members but also that you are not all about 
the money. Everyone likes to get a good deal. 
• If your Auxiliary is financially able, consider 

offering $5-$10 off for those who renew their 
dues by October 1. 

• Perhaps hold a drawing for a Life Membership for 
those who renew by December 31.

• Form a Membership Committee. Members of this 
committee should be friendly and easy to talk to.

• Consider using members who are homebound to 
make calls for you.

• When sending out your renewal letters ask the 
member to update their phone number and email 
address so that you can better communicate with 
them. 

• Send a second renewal notice by the end of 
October and remind all members that if dues are 
not paid by December 31, they will no longer be a 
member in good standing. 

• Remember that renewals may be sent by text, 
email, mail and phone. You can even post a 
reminder on your Auxiliary Facebook page.

• Plan on a final push for renewals no later than 
March 1.  

• Let your members know you care about them 
and value their membership by offering to assist 
anyone who may be in need by helping them pay 
their dues.

It takes about six weeks for a member to receive their 
membership card. Make sure they know how to pull 
it up on their smartphone. Take the time to help them 
create their MALTA login and give them a brief tutorial. 
This could be done after a meeting. When they renew, 
print off their temporary card and mail it to them with 
a “thank you for renewing” note. This can all be done by 
your Membership Committee.

As we deal with the daily grind of life, sometimes 
we may need to be reminded of why we joined the 
Auxiliary. It is an honor to have a veteran in our family 
who makes us eligible. Please continue to honor your 
veteran and keep your membership current. 

As the cardinal reminds us that someone is watching 
over us, it can also remind us that we are not alone in 
our endeavors and that we are all part of the bigger 
picture…a piece of the puzzle. Let’s increase the 
number of our puzzle pieces!
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The VFW Auxiliary started with a small group  
of women who wanted to serve veterans, and  
it has grown exponentially and now includes both 
males and females as members. There is only one way 
to add members: ask someone to join. And once they 
join, ask them to participate.

Ask Someone to Join
There are numerous places and times to ask 

someone if they want to join the VFW Auxiliary. Your 
approach will look different depending on who your 
audience is. 

In all cases, the potential member should have some 
knowledge of what the VFW Auxiliary is and what we 
do before they ever receive an application.  

Important tools:
• Fact Sheet, available for free from National 

Headquarters.
• Business card with contact information. (Order 

yours from the VFW Store, vfwstore.org.)
• National website, vfwauxiliary.org.

Follow Up!
Most likely, the first time you talk to someone new 

about the organization, that person will not be ready 
to commit. It’s important to ask for their contact 
information and then follow up within a week.

Ask Them to Participate
The key to keeping members is getting them 

involved. Call or email a new member within a week 
with the next meeting date and time, or the next 
possible event or project. Offer to pick him/her up, or 
invite him/her to get coffee before or after a meeting.

Put a team of members in charge of contacting 
new members or members who haven’t been to a 
meeting recently. The team should be friendly and 
knowledgeable about the Auxiliary.

Ways to Encourage Participation:
• Monthly sign-up sheet for regular events.
• Emails and phone calls for special events.
• Public recognition of current volunteers.  

(Consider posters at your VFW Post Home,  
if permitted, that spotlight member involvement.)

• Be specific about what they will be doing,  
including the time commitment.

• Find out how that person best communicates, 
whether by phone, email, Facebook or texting.

• Have another member stay with them for the  
entire length of the activity or event.

• If they say “no” to the first invitation, be sure  
to ask again!

• Plan family friendly events! Members with children 
in the home want opportunities to do things with 
his or her family.  

Have a Plan
Every Department and Auxiliary should have a 

Membership Plan. This plan should include:
• Contacting current members.
• Outreach to former members.
• Recruiting events for new members.
• Picking a mentor for a new member.
• Before a membership year begins, set your 

calendar for when you plan to do each of these:
• Make it as easy as possible for members to 

renew their dues. They can renew online in 
MALTA!

• Plan at least four recruiting events in your 
community each year.

Membership Program
Invite New Members • Include Current Members • Invest in the Future of the Organization
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AWARDS FOR MEMBERS
1. Cardinal Puzzle Pin and a citation to each VFW and VFW Auxiliary member who recruits five (5) new and/

or rejoined members to the VFW Auxiliary from July 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022*. Official form required; 
available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Due to National Headquarters by June 10, 2022. Pin will be mailed directly 
to the member.

2. National Membership Achievement Award to each VFW and VFW Auxiliary member who recruits twenty (20) 
new and/or rejoined members to the VFW Auxiliary from July 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022*. Official form 
required; available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Due to National Headquarters by June 10, 2022. Award will be 
presented at the 2022 National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri or mailed directly to the member.

3. Soaring Above and Beyond Award to one Auxiliary member who recruits the most new and/or rejoined 
members from July 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022. The award will feature the member’s name alongside  
the name of an honored veteran. Official form required; available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Due to National 
Headquarters by June 10, 2022. Award will be presented at the 2022 National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri 
or mailed to the Department for presentation. 

AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES
1. Retain & Gain Award
 $50 to each Auxiliary that retains 90% of their Annual members AND reaches 100% Plus by June 30, 2022.

AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
1. Citation to each Department Membership Chairman for participation in this Program.
2. $25 VFW Store Gift Certificate to one Department Chairman in each of the 10 Program Divisions for the best 

retention program.
3. Outstanding Performance Award in each of the 10 Program Divisions based on criteria listed on Page 5 and for 

the promotion of the Program Goals listed at the top of Page 46.

AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENTS
1. Quarterly Awards: Goals will be individualized for each Department and be given to each Department at the start 

of the 2021-2022 year.
 a.  Quarter 1 by October 31 – $100 to each Department that retains 50% of its of Annual members and achieves  

Department goal. $50 to each Department that achieves only its Department goal (does not meet retention goal).
 b.  Quarter 2 by January 31 – $150 to each Department that retains 75% of its Annual members and achieves 

Department goal. $75 to each Department that achieves only its Department goal (does not meet retention goal).
 c.  Quarter 3 by April 30 – $200 to each Department that retains 90% of its Annual members and achieves 

Department goal. $100 to each Department that achieves only its Department goal (does not meet retention goal).
 d.  Quarter 4 by June 30 – $300 to each Department that retains 98% of its Annual members and achieves 

Department goal. $150 to each Department that achieves only its Department goal (does not meet retention goal).

2. Conference Vs. Conference
 A.  $50 to each Department within the Conference with the highest total retention by June 30, 2022.

AWARDS FOR CONFERENCE COACHES
1. Soaring Above & Beyond Keepsake to each Conference Coach for their hard work in this Program.

*Based on the June 30, 2021, total membership numbers.

Membership Program Awards 

MEMBERSHIP AWARDS WILL BE BASED ON THE PAID TOTAL LISTED ON THIS REPORT IN MALTA 
CMR - PAID, CANCELLED AND DECEASED
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VFW Auxiliary Member Recruiter Award Form
1. Cardinal Puzzle Pin and a citation to each VFW and VFW Auxiliary member who recruits five (5) new and/

or rejoined members to the VFW Auxiliary from July 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022*. Official form required; 
available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Due to National Headquarters by June 10, 2022. Pin will be mailed directly 
to the member.

2. National Membership Achievement Award to each VFW and VFW Auxiliary member who recruits twenty (20) 
new and/or rejoined members to the VFW Auxiliary from July 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022*. Official form 
required; available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Due to National Headquarters by June 10, 2022. Award will be 
presented at the 2022 National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri or mailed directly to the member.

3. Soaring Above and Beyond Award to one Auxiliary member who recruits the most new and/or rejoined 
members from July 1, 2021 through May 31, 2022. The award will feature the member’s name alongside  
the name of an honored veteran. Official form required; available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Due to National 
Headquarters by June 10, 2022. Award will be presented at the 2022 National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri 
or mailed to the Department for presentation. 

THIS FORM CAN BE USED FOR ALL THREE VFW AUXILIARY MEMBER AWARDS LISTED ABOVE. PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT ALL INFORMATION.
 
Recruiter’s First and Last Name                                                                                                        Recruiter’s Auxiliary Number                              

Recruiter’s Membership Number                                                           Recruiter’s Email Address                                                                              

Recruiter’s Address                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                Street Address                                                                    City                                                                         State                          ZIP Code

Number Date* New and/or Rejoined Member Name Membership Number Auxiliary Number
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Completed form must be received at National Headquarters by June 10, 2022. Email to info@vfwauxiliary.org or mail to
VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters, 406 W. 34th Street, 10th Floor, Kansas City, MO  64111  Attn.: Membership Awards
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VFW Auxiliary Eligibility Wheel

*Step- and adopted parents, children, siblings (and half-siblings), grandparents and grandchildren 
are considered the same as biological parents, children, siblings, grandparents and grandchildren 
and may join the VFW Auxiliary under their VFW-eligible veteran.
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VFW Auxiliary Membership Application

Name            Date of Birth       

Address                    Male             Female 

City                       State               ZIP                                  

Phone          Email

 LIFE MEMBERSHIP ONLY          Check here if this is a gift.
Credit cards may NOT be used for initial payment of Annual Dues.

     Cash       Check      Visa       MasterCard       Discover       AMEX

Life Membership Fee   $

Name on credit card

Billing address for card

City     State   ZIP

Credit Card No.

CVV Code   Exp. Date

Signature     Date

 LIFE MEMBERSHIP ONLY        

      ACH (Bank withdrawl)

Name of Bank 

Bank Routing No. 

Account No.

Attach voided check HERE. 

(Required)

 LIFE 

MEMBERSHIP

FEES
Life Membership 
fees are not 
refundable.

Attained age by 
12/31 of year 
applying for Life 
Membership.

Through 20 $253 

21-25   $242

26-30   $230

31-35   $219

36-40   $213

41-45   $201

46-50   $196

51-55   $184

56-60   $173

61-65   $161

66-70   $150

71-75   $132

76-80   $109

81-85   $86

86-90   $69

91 and over  $58

         POST-AFFILIATED (*Must be a member to the VFW Post affi  liated with the Auxiliary to which you are applying.)     

Relationship    to Eligible Veteran*                  VFW Membership ID

         LIFE MEMBER TRANSFER      Previous Auxiliary                  

 ANNUAL TRANSFER             Previous Auxiliary                 Paying            Nonpaying

         ANNUAL TRANSFER CONVERTING TO LIFE (Fill out Life Membership information below.)  Previous Auxiliary

        NON-AFFILIATED  (*Veteran is not a member of the VFW Post affi  liated with the Auxiliary to which you are applying.)   

       Relationship              to Eligible Veteran*                  VFW Post (If applicable)   

Name of campaign ribbons or medals:            

Dates of Service:                     to            Location:

Investigating Committee Signatures

1                        2                         3

Per Section 102 of the National Bylaws.      Rejected       Accepted      Meeting Date        Obligated Date  

V F W  A U X I L I A R Y  M E M B E R S H I P  /  M E M B E R  T R A N S F E R  A P P L I C A T I O N

Recruited/Recommended by:       Recruiter Member ID 

Auxiliary No.   City     State   Member ID (If already a member)

        Annual Membership         Life Membership

       Rejoin Membership        Rejoined Previous Member ID No.        Previous Auxiliary

       Member at Large in Department of        Member at Large - VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters

THESE F IELDS REQUIRED

X X X

X

X

OBLIGATION  In the presence of Almighty God and the members of this organization here assembled, I do of my own free will and 
accord, solemnly promise that I will never wrong or defraud this organization nor a member thereof nor permit either to be wronged if in my 
power to prevent it. I will never propose for membership any person not eligible, according to our Bylaws. I further state that I believe in God. 
I will be faithful to the United States of America, obedient to the laws and loyal to the Flag. Should my membership with this organization 
cease in any way, I will consider this obligation as binding outside of the organization as though I had remained a member. I do so promise.

Signature                                              (Must be signed by all members.) Date

THESE F IELDS REQUIRED

I attest that I am a citizen of the United States or a U.S. National, and am at least 16 years of age. I further state that I believe in God. I pledge to 
comply with the National Bylaws of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States Auxiliary. I attest I am not eligible for membership in the VFW. 
I further attest that the above is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, including my stated relationship to the Veteran.
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The VFW Auxiliary is proud to offer and assist the 
VFW with scholarship contests. These contests provide 
financial assistance to our youth, Auxiliary members 
and their immediate family who want to further their 
education.

Continuing Education Scholarship
This scholarship is open only to VFW Auxiliary 

members, their spouses and children. The two 
qualifications to this scholarship are:

1. The Auxiliary member that the applicant is 
applying under must have been an Auxiliary 
member for at least one year, and 

2. The applicant must be at least 18 years of age. 
One winner in each of the four (4) VFW Auxiliary 

Conferences will receive a $1,000 scholarship. The 
money is paid directly to the American college or 
vocational/technical school of the winner’s choice.

Historically we haven’t had many applications for 
this scholarship. In fact, National Headquarters receives 
fewer than 100 applications annually. We, as a team, 
need to get the word out. We have members who 
have never heard of this scholarship! It’s up to us to 
share information at our meetings, in our newsletters, 
e-newsletters and on social media. We need to promote 
that to win, they must get their application in!

Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest

The VFW Auxiliary’s Patriotic Art scholarship has 
been awarded for the last 42 years to students in 
grades 9-12. The contest is open to students enrolled 
in a public, private, parochial or home school program. 
This Program Year there are 12 National awards totaling 
$33,000. The National first-place winner receives a 
$15,000 scholarship paid directly to the American 
college or vocational/technical school of the winner’s 

choice. Other National scholarships range between 
$500-$7,500 with many Auxiliaries, Districts and 
Departments offering scholarships and awards for 
an additional $100,000. More than 4,000 students 
participate each year. Our youth are so talented and 
more need to be given the opportunity to participate; 
they will soar! 

Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest Escrow Fund

Funds are currently limited to award only the top  
12 National entries. If every Department submits an 
entry to the National contest, there are 38 students 
who we are unable to financially recognize at this time. 
Help us recognize more students by sending a personal 
donation or a donation from your Auxiliary to National 
Headquarters earmarked Patriotic Art. 

Come up with ideas to make fundraising “fun!” 
Ask your Post if you can display a small poster and 
donation jar at the next function. Include the address 
and website for National Headquarters and contact 
information for your local Auxiliary.

Student participation in the Patriotic Art Contest will 
likely increase as we offer more scholarships. 

Patriot’s Pen and Voice of Democracy
The VFW Auxiliary helps promote two VFW-

sponsored youth contests: Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest 
for students in grades 6-8 and Voice of Democracy 
Audio-Essay Contest for students in grades 9-12. Both 
are open to students enrolled in a public, private, 
parochial or home school program. Contest themes 
change every year. Please review the rules and 
guidelines when promoting these scholarships to 
teachers, parents and students.

Celebrate Student Participation
Everyone likes to be acknowledged for their efforts. 

Make sure to recognize all who participated in addition 
to the winners.

• National Headquarters leaves Auxiliary, District 
and Department awards up to each entity and 
does not provide guidelines on the amount 
or type of award offered (e.g., cash, gift card, 
certificate, plaque, etc.)

• Work with your Post, District and/or your 
Department to determine awards and ways to 
recognize students. 

Scholarships Ambassador

BRENDA BLAIR
748 Hinckley Road
Clinton, ME  04927
207-426-8423
scholarship2122@yahoo.com
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• Consider hosting an awards night, luncheon or ice 
cream social. 

• Invite parents, guardians, grandparents and 
teachers who helped students with their 
endeavors. 

• Invite local media to cover the award recognition 
event; they love encouraging the youth and this is a 
great (free!) way to publicize and promote the VFW 
and Auxiliary!

The VFW Store has notepads, pens, water bottles, 
carabiners and drawstring backpacks and awards 
certificates for the Patriotic Art, Patriot’s Pen and Voice 
of Democracy contests that make great awards for 
local- and District-level participants and winners. Visit 
vfwstore.org to see what they offer. 

Please visit vfwauxiliary.org/resources for helpful 
tools for each contest, including links to criteria, rules, 
applications, fillable press releases, sample social media 
posts, flyers and more.
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Each of our scholarships encourage patriotism, 
assist students in attaining an education and help 
students reach their full potential. This increases 
VFW and Auxiliary recognition while supporting our 
communities, students and members. 

Continuing Education Scholarship
Open to any Auxiliary member (who has been 

a member for at least a year), their spouse, son or 
daughter with a financial need. Entrant must be at least 
18 years old, complete the application and submit an 
essay of 300 words or less. The application must be 
received at National Headquarters by February 15:

 Program Awards Administrator 
 VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters
 406 W. 34th Street, 10th Floor
 Kansas City, MO  64111
 Or email it to info@vfwauxiliary.org

$1,000 will be awarded to an applicant in each of 
the four Conferences. Applications are available from 
Department Scholarships Chairmen or at 
vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships.

Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest
Open to any student in grades 9-12 by the  

March 31 deadline who is enrolled in a public, private 
or parochial high school or home study program in 
the United States, its territories and possessions; or 
dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in 
overseas schools. Student must be a U.S. citizen or 
U.S. national. Foreign exchange students, students 
age 20 or older, GED and adult education students, 
or national winners of previous Young American 
Creative Patriotic Art Contests are ineligible. Entries 
will be judged on patriotic theme and technique. One 
Department winner will be forwarded to Auxiliary 
National Headquarters. Please see the student brochure 
at vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships for more details on 
requirements and contest rules. 

Deadlines:  
Entries received by:
 Local Auxiliary – March 31
 Department – April 15
 National Headquarters – May 5

National Scholarships:
 First Place – $15,000
 Second Place – $7,500
 Third Place – $3,500
 Fourth and Fifth Place – $1,500
 Sixth Place – $1,000
 Seventh through Twelfth Place – $500

Two- and Three-Dimensional Art Forms Accepted
The Patriotic Art Contest accepts both two and 

three-dimensional art. See the rules below:
Two-dimensional art:
• Must be on canvas or paper. 
• Watercolor, pencil, pastel, charcoal, tempera, 

crayon, acrylic, pen, ink, oil, marker or other  
media may be used. 

• Do not frame two-dimensional pieces. 
• Submit canvas entries on a stretcher frame or 

canvas board. 
• Other entries must be matted in white. 
• Do not use color mats. Reinforce the back with 

heavy paper. 
• Mounted and floating mats may also be used. 
• The art should be no smaller than 8" x 10" but no 

larger than 18" x 24", not including mat. 
Three dimensional art:
• Can be paper, papier-mâché, pottery, sculpture, 

fabric, wood, metal work, etc. 
• Pieces should be no larger than 18” in any direction. 
• Art cannot be more than 5 lbs. in weight. 
Digital art, photography and jewelry are not 

accepted.

Student Participation • Recipient Recognition • Community Awareness • Increasing the Fund

Scholarships Program

NEWAWARDS!

FUND THE ARTISTS OF TOMORROW
Help increase the Young American Creative 
Patriotic Art awards! Send a donation of any 
amount to add to the Patriotic Art Escrow Fund. 
The goal is to increase the number and dollar 
amount of the awards.
To donate by mail, send a check earmarked 
Patriotic Art to:

VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters
Attn: Patriotic Art Fund

406 W. 34th Street, 10th Floor
Kansas City, MO 64111
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2021-2022 Voice of Democracy Audio-Essay 
Contest
Theme:  TBA April 2, 2021

This contest is open to all students, including home - 
schooled students, in grades 9-12. One Department 
winner will be forwarded to VFW National Headquarters.

Deadlines:
 Entries to VFW Post – Midnight, October 31
 Post Judging Complete – November 15
 District Judging Complete – December 15
 Department Judging Complete – January 10
 Department Winner to VFW National  

  Headquarters – January 15
National Awards:
 First Place – $30,000 scholarship
 Second Place – $16,000 scholarship
 Third Place – $10,000 scholarship
 Fourth through 36th Place – $7,000 to $1,500
      scholarship
 37th - 53rd Place – $1,000 scholarship

2021-2022 Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest 
Theme:  TBA April 2, 2021

This contest is open to all students, including home - 
schooled students, in grades 6-8. One Department 
winner will be forwarded to VFW National Headquarters. 

Deadlines:
 Entries to VFW Post – Midnight, October 31
 Post Judging Complete – November 15
 District Judging Complete – December 15
 Department Judging Complete – January 10
 Department Winner to VFW National  

  Headquarters – January 15
National Awards:
 First Place – $5,000 
 Second Place – $4,000 
 Third Place – $3,500
 Fourth through 53rd Place – $2,750 to $500

Scholarship and Contest Resources
 Complete list of all contest rules can be found in  
the following resources:

 • VFW website: 
vfw.org/community/youth-and-education

 • VFW Auxiliary website:
  vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships
 • Promotions from National Ambassador

 • VFW Store: vfwstore.org or 1-833-VFW-VETS

Get The Word Out!
The first step is to identify likely individuals with 

whom you can discuss scholarship opportunities. 
Here are a few suggestions of groups that might be 
interested in what you have to say:

 • Schools and JROTC Units
 • Church and/or youth groups
 • Youth-focused organizations
 • Home-school associations
 • Parent-teacher associations
 • Youth sports teams
 • Financial Aid offices
 • Student veteran centers 

Recognition Is Key
It is important that scholarship and contest winners 

receive recognition at every level.
Ways to Recognize Winners:

 • Present a certificate and/or gift.
 • Ask the winner to give a speech or lead the Pledge 

of Allegiance at an Auxiliary event.
 • Host an awards ceremony.
 • Present awards at a school assembly.
 • Contact local media to feature winners in the news.
 • Sample press releases available online at  

vfwauxiliary.org/resources.
 • Invite winners to participate in a conference.
 • Don’t forget to recognize the parents and teachers!



2021-2022 VFW AUXILIARY NATIONAL PROGRAM BOOK55 |

AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES
1. Most outstanding promotion of the Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest.

• Citation to every Auxiliary that promotes the Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest. Criteria and 
entry form (required) available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Auxiliaries must send the entry form to their 
Department Scholarships Chairman by March 31, 2022. 

 The Department Scholarships Chairman must send a copy of all submitted entry forms to National 
Headquarters by April 30, 2022. 

 Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National Headquarters. 

• Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the most outstanding promotion of the 
Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest.

The Department Scholarships Chairman must sign and send a copy of the completed Department-winning entry form 
to the National Scholarships Ambassador by April 30, 2022 for judging.
 

AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENTS AND DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN
1. Citation to each Department Scholarships Chairman for participation in this Program.

2. $25 VFW Store Gift Certificate to one Department Scholarships Chairman in each of the 10 Program Divisions for 
the best promotion of ways to increase student participation in the Scholarships Program.

3. Outstanding Performance Award in each of the 10 Program Divisions based on criteria listed on Page 5 and for 
the promotion of Program Goals listed at the top of Page 53.

Scholarship Program Awards 




