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Americanism 

Americanism is a set of United States patriotic values aimed at creating a collective American identity 
and can be defined as “is an unfailing love of country; loyalty to its institutions and ideals; eagerness to 
defend it against all enemies; undivided allegiance to the Flag; and a desire to secure the blessings of 
liberty to ourselves and posterity.” 

Throughout this program, we show support for our nation’s veterans, service members and their 
families, and keep patriotism at the forefront of our lives. It begins by educating others about America’s 
traditions, displaying the flag, and recognizing others for doing so.  

As members of the VFW Auxiliary, we have the knowledge to promote and celebrate our nation’s 
patriotic holidays and traditions.  So, let us stay true to the red, white, and blue! 

 

Teaching America’s Patriotic Traditions 

It is our responsibility as members of the VFW Auxiliary to teach children about America’s patriotic 
traditions, and to honor and respect our Flag. Instruct them in the Pledge of Allegiance. Explain to them 
the “Star-Spangled Banner” and what the colors and numbers of stars and stripes on the U.S. flag 
represent. Be sure to recognize their hard work with a small patriotic item. 

 

 



*Flag Education 

*Promote Patriotism  

* POW/MIA Recognition 
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COMMUNITY FLAG EDUCATION 

What a great feeling to see our Flag flying. Our Flag is a living symbol of national pride and the freedoms 
we all hold dear. We need to reach out to our communities and teach others about our Flags history, 
and respect for our Flag, Flag etiquette and how to properly retire the flag. Ways to do this are: 

Recognize businesses and individuals in your community that properly display the flag. 

Provide a community Flag disposal receptacle to collect Flags that should no longer be displayed. 

By doing these we can educate others about our most prominent symbol. 

Invite the community to a Flag retirement ceremony so they can learn how to properly retire the Flag. 

A large part of Americanism and demonstrating patriotic spirit is respecting and properly caring for the 
U.S. Flag. Flag etiquette covers everything from proper display of our Flag to acceptable conduct around 
this symbol of our nation.  

When displaying the flag, DO the following: 

• Display the U.S. flag from sunrise to sunset on buildings and stationary 
flagstaffs in the open. When a patriotic effect is desired, the flag may be 
displayed 24-hours a day if properly illuminated during the hours of 
darkness. 

• When placed on a single staff or lanyard, place the U.S. Flag above all 
other flags. 

• When flags are displayed in a row, the U.S. flag goes to the observer’s 
left. Flags of other nations are flown at same height. State and local 
flags are traditionally flown lower. 

• When used during a marching ceremony or parade with other flags, the 
U.S. Flag will be to the observer’s left. 

• On special days, the flag may be flown at half-staff. On Memorial Day it 
is flown at half-staff until noon and then raised. 

• When flown at half-staff, should be first hoisted to the peak for an 
instant and then lowered to the half-staff position. The flag should be 
again raised to the peak before it is lowered for the day. By "half-staff" is 



meant lowering the flag to one-half the distance between the top and 
bottom of the staff. 

• When the flag is displayed over the middle of the street, it should be 
suspended vertically with the union (blue field of stars) to the north in an 
east and west street or to the east in a north and south street. 

• When placed on a podium the flag should be placed on the speaker’s 
right or the staging area. Other flags should be placed to the left. 

• When displayed either horizontally or vertically against a wall (or other 
flat surface), the union (blue field of stars) should be uppermost and to 
the flag's own right, that is, to the observer's left. 

• When displayed in a window it should be displayed in the same way -- 
with the union or blue field to the left of the observer in the street. 

• When the flag is displayed on a car, the staff shall be fixed firmly to the 
chassis or clamped to the right fender. 

• When the flag is used to cover a casket, it should be so placed that the 
union is at the head and over the left shoulder. The flag should not be 
lowered into the grave or allowed to touch the ground. 

When saluting the flag DO the following: 

• All persons present in uniform (military, police, fire, etc.) should render 
the military salute. Members of the armed forces and veterans who are 
present but not in uniform may render the military salute. 

• All other persons present should face the flag and stand at attention 
with their right hand over the heart, or if applicable, remove their 
headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand 
being over the heart. 

When stowing or disposing of the flag, DO the following: 

• Fold in the traditional triangle for stowage, never wadded up. 
• The flag should be folded in its customary manner. 
• It is important that the fire be large and of sufficient intensity to ensure 

complete burning of the flag. 
• Place the flag on the fire. 
• The individual(s) can come to attention, salute the flag, recite the 

Pledge of Allegiance and have a brief period of silent reflection. 
• After the flag is completely consumed, the fire should then be safely 

extinguished, and the ashes buried. 
• Please make sure you are conforming to local/state fire codes or 

ordinances. 



Quick list of Flag Etiquette Don’ts: 

• Don’t dip the U.S. Flag for any person, flag, or vessel. 
• Don’t let the flag touch the ground. 
• Don’t fly flag upside down unless there is an emergency. 
• Don’t carry the flag flat or carry things in it. 
• Don’t use the flag as clothing. 
• Don’t store the flag where it can get dirty. 
• Don’t use it as a cover. 
• Don’t fasten it or tie it back. Always allow it to fall free. 
• Don’t draw on, or otherwise mark the flag. 
• Don’t use the flag for decoration. Use bunting with the blue on top, then 

white, then red. 

 

 

Gold Star Mother’s and Family’s Day History 
“On June 23, 1936, a joint congressional resolution designated the last Sunday in 
September as Gold Star Mother’s Day and it is proclaimed annually by each 
president. In 2011, President Barack Obama amended the day to “Gold Star Mother’s 
and Family’s Day.” 

The history of National Gold Star Mother’s Day and their families begins with a young 
country thrown during a great war. Army Captain Robert L. Queissner, whose two sons 
were serving on the front-line during World War I, created what is now called the 
Service Flag. The flag was displayed with a blue star to represent a child serving in the 
military during times of war or hostilities. When a service member died, families stitched 
a gold star over the blue star. It is a tradition to honor a fallen service member with a 
Gold Star indicating a family member has been lost while serving during a period of 
conflict or war in which the United States is engaged. The Gold Star is placed over the 
Blue Star creating a blue border. The Gold Star represents valor and sacrifice to the 
cause of liberty and freedom. The Blue Boarder is a faithful reminder that the service 
member will always be remembered and honored. 

The American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. was incorporated in 1929. An ocean often divided 
families from their deceased sons, as was the case of the founder of the American Gold 
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Star Mothers, Inc., Grace Darling Seibold. While waiting for confirmation of her son’s 
death, she visited the VA hospital almost daily and made herself useful in the process. 
Afterward, she continued to visit the hospital and formed the organization that unites 
gold star mothers still today.” (Source: https://nationaldaycalendar.com/gold-star-
mothers-day-last-sunday-in-september/) 
On this day we can express our gratitude and respect for our nation’s Gold Star Mothers 
and Families. They are the mothers and immediate family members of fallen military 
service members. Please encourage all Americans to honor these Mothers and 
Families! 
How to Honor and Recognize Them 
One of the best ways I was taught to honor Gold Star Mothers and Families is if you see 
someone wearing a Gold Star Pin, or see a Gold Star Banner hanging in their window, 
ask the person who the star is for, and what is their Stars’ name? Do not be afraid to 
speak to them about their Star; if you say their name, they are never forgotten. Pierre 
Claeyssens said it best, “To be killed in war is not the worst that can happen. To be lost 
is not the worst. To be forgotten is the worst.” 

Another thing I was taught when honoring a Gold Star Mother and Family is to refrain 
from applauding. You must remember these moments are hard for mothers and families 
as they remember their loved one(s) who are no longer with us. We can honor Gold 
Star Mothers and Families through ceremonies, luncheons, and teas. We can honor 
them with a simple thank you, a thinking of you card, a citation, and a moment of silence 
for their loved one. We can honor them outdoors at a war, veteran, or military memorial 
site. Times are hard because of Covid, and social distancing and face masks are 
requirements in many areas, so please honor these mothers and families the best you 
can. 

I challenge you find your local Gold Star Mother’s and Families and recognize them. Let 
them know that we, as an organization, will never forget. 
 

Patriotic Holidays are a great way to bring the communities attention to your Post and Auxiliary. 

Show that your Auxiliary supports patriotism and our Veterans and their families. Use the holidays to 
promote your programs. 

 
Patriotic holidays are an opportunity to involve the whole family and bring the communities 
together. 
 
LOYALTY DAY – May 1 
On May 1, 1933, 10,000 VFW members staged a rally at New York’s Union Square to promote 
patriotism.  Through a resolution adopted in May 1949, May 1 evolved into Loyalty Day. 

 MEMORIAL DAY- May 30 (Traditional) 

 Patriotism calls for all citizens to be reminded of the deaths of fellow countrymen during 
wartime.  By honoring the nation’s war dead, we preserve their memory and thus their service            
and sacrifice. 
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FLAG DAY – JUNE 14 

This day celebrates the official symbol for the United States: our “Stars and Stripes” Flag Day 
was first recognized by congress on June 14, 1777. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY- July 4 

On this day in 1776, our forefathers formed a new nation by adopting the Declaration of 
Independence. 

PATRIOT DAY- September 11 

This day is to perpetuate the memory of those who perished in the attack on America that 
occurred on this date in 2001. 

POW/MIA- September 17th (This is the Third Friday in September) 

POW/MIA honors the commitments and sacrifices made by our nation’s prisoners of war and 
those who are still missing in action. Traditionally on this day it is one of 6 days specified by law 
which the Black POW/MIA flag shall be flown over federal facilities and cemeteries. 

GOLD STAR MOTHER’S & FAMILY DAY- September 29th 

On this day we honor the sacrifices the families have made by losing a loved one in the time of 
war. 

 

VETERANS DAY- November 11 

This is the opportunity to publicly commemorate the contributions of the living Veterans. 

PEARL HARBOR DAY – December 7 

This is in remembrance of the same date in 1941 that Japanese bombers stages a surprise attack 
on the U.S. military and naval forces in Hawaii. 

NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY – March 29 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day honors a generation of men and women who served and 
sacrificed during the longest conflict in U.S. history. This date marks the anniversary of when 
combat forces departed South Vietnam in 1973, even though some troops remained until their 
final departure in 1975. 

 



 POW/MIA RECOGNITION 

Auxiliary members are passionate about bringing attention to former Prisoners of War and 
those Missing in Action by holding ceremonies to both educate their communities and honor 
special veterans. One way to honor these veterans and educate the community on this subject is 
by having a “Missing Man Table Ceremony”. This practice provides a visual demonstration of the 
significance of POW/MIA Recognition Day. You are encouraged to share this ceremony with 
youth groups partnering with the Auxiliary.  

Find a sample of the ceremony wording and table setup at: vfwauxiliary.org/resources. 

 

   

 Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award 
 
The VFW launched the Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher 
Award in 1999 to recognize classroom teachers for promoting citizenship education. 
This annual contest recognizes the nation’s top classroom teachers who teach citizen 
education topics regularly and promote America’s history and traditions effectively. 
Teachers who are prime candidates for this award promote civic responsibility, flag 
etiquette and patriotism. 
Here are some important points to remember when conducting the Smart/Maher 
VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Award Program. 
• Know the program procedures and judging guidelines thoroughly. 
• Develop a good working relationship with your Post’s chairman. 
• Contact schools early and make a point of explaining the importance of the program 

to the principal. 
• Send a news release to your local media with the names of your winning teachers  
• Recognize your participants (both winners and judges) with official VFW awards – 

see the official VFW Store catalog or visit vfwstore.org for ideas. 
Do you know a teacher who deserves this award? Nominate them! 
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• Fill out the nomination form contained in this brochure. 
• In 350 words or less, describe why you feel your nominee should be selected. 
• Describe the teacher’s innovative teaching and resource development methods, as 

well as his or her dedication to education. 
• Submit your completed nomination form and signed essay to your local VFW Post 

by October 31, 2017. 
All Post-level nominees, if they win, should provide a one-page resume, up to five 

pages of documentation of their teaching experience (references, news articles, etc.) 

and a head-and-shoulder photo of themselves. These items will be forwarded on to the 

District with the Post Teacher Entry form, nomination form and essay. 
What are the National awards? 
Smart/Maher VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Awards include the items 
below: 

• A national $1,000 Past Commander-in-Chief John Smart award for each of the top 
K-5, 6-8 and 9-12 teachers for professional development expenses. 

• $1,000 award for each winning teacher’s school. 
• Plaques for both the winning teacher and school. 
• An all-expenses-paid trip to attend the VFW National Convention. 
• Top 10 high school teacher’s invitation to attend a summer Graduate Seminar at 

Freedoms Foundation in Pennsylvania. 
For more information, instructions for nominations, nomination forms and deadlines, 
visit the Teacher of the Year page on the VFW website. 
The investment that a teacher makes in today’s youth will be the dividends we will all 
reap from future leaders. 
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THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS ARE DEPARTMENT ONLY 
 
 

COLORING, POSTER, AND ESSAY CONTEST  
 
Coloring Contest:  This contest is for preschool students ages 3,4, and 5 as well as 
those in kindergarten. These entries should also include the student’s age. A copy of 
coloring page is included. All District winners should be received by department 
chairman by April 15,2022. Make your local and District deadlines early enough to have 
entries to Department on time. 
 
Poster contest: This is for students in grades 1-3. Poster should be no larger than 
14”x22” and white in color. The poster can be done in crayon, coloring pencil, marker or 
any other coloring agent. The theme is: “Honoring Old Glory and those that fought for 
her”. Student’s name, school age and grade, Auxiliary name and District number should 
be on the back. First place winners from District are due to Department chairman by 
April 15, 2022. Make your local deadline early enough to have entries to Department on 
time. 
 
Essay Contest: This is for students in grades 4-5. The essay should be typed or legibly 
written in black ink. The essay will require a cover sheet listing the student’s name and 
School, and grade. The Auxiliary name and District number should be on back page. 
The theme is: “Honoring old Glory and those that fought for her.”  First place winners 
from District are due to Department chairman by April 15, 2022. Make your local 
deadline early enough to have entries to Department on time. 
 
Student Awards 
 

1. An Award to the first-Place winner in the pre-school and Kindergarten 
Coloring Contest in each of the groups: ages 3,4,5 and Kindergarten. 



2. An Award to the First-place winner in Poster Contest in Grades 1,2, and 3. 
3. An Award to the first-place winner in the Essay Contest in Grades 4 and 5. 

 
 
Reporting: 
If you can please report online. If you do not there, is one included with this program. 
Please report as you do a project, do not wait until you have completed several then 
report them all at once. 
 
Auxiliary Awards:  

1. Award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion for the 
SMART/MAHER VFW National Citizenship Education Teacher Program. A 
written report (including pictures, social media promotions, newspaper etc.) 
must be submitted to Department Americanism Chairman by March 31, 2022 

2. An Award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best POW/MIA Program. A 
written report (including pictures, social media promotions, newspaper etc.) 
must be submitted to Department Americanism Chairman by March 31, 2022 

3. A Citation to each Auxiliary 100% reported in Americanism Program by 
December 31,2022 

 
 
 
 
DISTRICT AWARDS:  

1. An Award to the District chairman with the best overall promotion of the 
Americanism Program at a District Meeting. Reports should be sent to 
Department Chairman after each meeting no later than March 31, 2022. 
 
 
 
 
 



National Awards for Auxiliaries 
1. Most outstanding promotion of patriotic holiday in the community. 
2. Citation to every Auxiliary that promotes patriotic holidays in their community. 

Criteria and entry form available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Auxiliaries 
must send the entry form to their Department Chairman by March 31,2022. 
Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries by National 
Headquarters. 

3. Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the 
most outstanding promotion of patriotic holidays in the community. 
 
 

The Department Americanism Chairman must sign and send a copy of the completed 
Department-winning entry form to National Americanism Ambassador by April 30,2022 
for judging. 
 
NATIONAL AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENTS AND DEPARTMENT CHAIRMAN 
 

1. Citation to each Department Americanism Chairman for participation in this 
Program. 

2. $25 VFW Store Gift Certificate to the one Department Americanism Chairman in 
each of the 10 Program Divisions for the best promotion of Blue Star Mothers 
and Families. 
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Lynn Bankard 
2606 Tiara Strip 
Peoria, IL 61607 
P: 309-370-0797 
E: lynnbankard@gmail.com 

 
 

What Is Auxiliary Community Outreach? 
 
 
 

 
 

It is all about SERVICE. Service work is done by an Auxiliary member or Auxiliary 
as a group of people that benefits others. It is often done near the area where you 
live, so your own community reaps the benefits of your work. You are not paid to 
perform community service but volunteer your time. 
Community Outreach can help many different groups of people: children, senior citizens 
and people with disabilities, and even animals and the environment. Community 
service is often organized through a local group, such as a place of worship, school, 
or non-profit organization, but you can also start your own community service projects. 
Many people participate in community service because they enjoy helping others and 
improving their community. Some students are required to do community service in 
order to graduate high school or to receive certain honors. Some adults are also 
ordered by a judge to complete a certain number of community service hours. 
Also, remember, you must wear VFW Auxiliary attire when volunteering in the Outreach 
Program! 

 
Let’s remember…it is all about SERVICE. Volunteering yourself as a member or the 
Auxiliary as a group. Reporting the number of member participation and total number of 
hours. NO monetary donations! 

 
Why Should We Participate in Community Outreach? 
There are numerous benefits to participating in community service, both for the member 
and Auxiliary. Below are some benefits of volunteering: 
• Gives you a way to help others 
• Helps improve your community 
• Can be a way to meet new friends 
• Often results in personal growth 
• Gives you a way to gain work experience and learn more about certain jobs 

mailto:lynnbankard@gmail.com
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Community Outreach Examples 
Refer to ideas below to get started with planning or participating in events, projects or 
programs within the community. 

 
General Ideas 
• Read books or letters to a person who is visually impaired 
• Volunteer to help at a charity auction 
• Contact a tree farm about donating Christmas trees to nursing homes, hospitals, or to 

families who can’t afford to buy their own 
• Collect unused makeup, perfume and personal care items to donate to a domestic 

violence shelter 
• Help deliver meals and gifts to patients at a local hospital 

 
Helping Senior Citizens 
• Read to residents at a nursing home 
• Deliver groceries and meals to elderly neighbors 
• Teach computer skills to the elderly 
• Drive seniors to doctor appointments 
• Mow an elderly neighbor’s lawn 
• Make birthday cards for the elderly 
• Pick up medicine for an elderly neighbor 
• Help elderly neighbors clean their homes and organize their belongings 
• Rake leaves, shovel snow or wash windows for a senior citizen 

 
Helping Animals and the Environment 
• Take care of cats and dogs at an animal shelter 
• Plant a tree for Arbor Day 
• Grow flowers in your backyard; give bouquets to hospital patients or people who are 

homebound 
• Participate in the cleanup of a local river, pond or lake 
• Foster an animal 
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Helping the Hungry and/or Homeless 
• Donate your old clothes 
• Volunteer at a soup kitchen 
• Donate old eyeglasses to an organization that collects and distributes them to people 

in need 
• Donate blankets to a homeless shelter 
• Make “care kits” with shampoo, toothbrushes, combs, etc. to donate to homeless 

shelters 
• Prepare a home-cooked meal for the residents of a nearby homeless shelter 
• Collect grocery coupons to give to a local food bank 
• Help repair or paint a local homeless shelter 
• Help organize and sort donations at a homeless shelter 
• Bake a batch of cookies or loaf of bread and deliver it to a soup kitchen 
• Make first aid kits for homeless shelters 



 

“Buddy”® Poppy  
VFW National Home for Children  

2020-2021  
Angela Davis  
2049 Westover Road  
North Aurora, IL 60542  
P: 503.957.2044  
E: angela.n.h.davis@gmail.com 

 
I am honored to be the chairman for The “Buddy”® Poppy program and VFW National Home for 
Children program during the "Honoring Old Glory and Those Who Fight For It " year. These are two 
programs that complement each other. Both programs are “By veterans, for veterans” and help the 
VFW live up to its motto: “to honor the dead by helping the living.” The “Buddy” Poppy program 
provides the community an opportunity to show support of active military and veterans by wearing 
or displaying the “Buddy”® Poppy flower. All donations from the flower are to be used specifically 
for active military, veterans, and their families in need*. The VFW National Home for Children is a 
place where veteran and active-duty military families can live and get help in a nurturing 
community. 

* See the Booklet of Instructions for more information. 

The “Buddy”® Poppy Program 

One of my favorite moments is seeing persons of all ages 
talk with the community about the history and meaning of 
the “Buddy”® Poppy and just how a donation of any 
amount is used to help veterans and their families.  

Buddy Poppy Facts: 

• Buddy Poppies are assembled by veterans in need 
and disabled veterans affording them income and 
a form of therapy. 

• The “Buddy”® Poppy flower is a symbol of the blood shed by Allied forces during World War 
I and is referenced in the poem, In Flanders Fields by Lt. Col. John McCrae.  

• 100% of donations collected go into the VFW Auxiliary Relief Fund to be spent according to 
Treasurer’s Guide and National Bylaws. Below are some examples: 

o Support Veterans, Auxiliary members and their families in need 
o Temporary hotel lodging while awaiting medical care 
o Assistance with critical and necessary home bills – heat, cooling, electric, etc. 
o Urgent needs for clothing and food 



o Home or yard maintenance for those that through age or disability are unable to 
perform the work themselves 

o Emergency car repairs to get to work and/or medical appointments 
o Survivor comfort 
o Stop-gap assistance for deployed service member’s families that are awaiting 

disbursement of funds from branch of service or the VA 
o VFW National Home for Children 
o National VFW Auxiliary Cancer Aid & Research Fund 
o Provide financial assistance to maintain state and national Veterans’ rehabilitation 

and service programs 
o Any other emergency relief on a case-by-case basis 

Learn more by visiting the VFW website at http://vfw.org/community/community-initiatives/buddy-
poppy. 

Distribution Tips: 

Typically, distribution dates have been centered around Veterans Day and Memorial Day, but they 
can be distributed year-round at parades, patriotic events, and membership drives. Poppies may 
also be distributed in local shops and restaurants as wreaths, centerpieces, remembrance walls, 
hats, etc. The possibilities are endless!  

• Auxiliaries Host or co-host with VFW Post a “Buddy”® Poppy Drive.  
• Check with local businesses and the city to see if a permit is needed. 
• Order Poppies and supplies (posters, “Buddy”® Poppy story pamphlet, volunteer buttons, 

etc) at least 6-8 weeks in advance 
• Share distribution dates on social media, website, and local newspaper. Post flyers in high-

traffic areas of local businesses. 
• Provide volunteers with instructions, brief history of the “Buddy”® Poppy, and document 

with responses to frequently asked questions. 
• Most importantly, wear VFW, VFW Auxiliary, or patriotic apparel and always wear a smile 
• For an example of how-to setup a “Buddy”® Poppy Drive with sample timelines, 

instructions, etc, visit  
o vfwauxiliaryil.org > Programs > “Buddy”® Poppy / National Home  

How to Order: 
• Contact VFW Department Headquarters by phone 217-529-6688  
• Download and send in the Poppy Order Form found on the Department VFW website  

o www.vfwil.org > Resources > Reports & Forms  
• Brochures, distribution supplies, and promotional materials can be ordered from the VFW 

Store  
o www.vfwstore.org  
o Call (800) 821-2606  

 
Display Contest: 
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Each year, VFW and VFW Auxiliaries partner to create a “Buddy”® Poppy display to compete against 
other VFW and VFW Auxiliaries around the country. This is an opportunity to involve members and 
other organizations in your community.  

Category 1- Public promotion of poppy sales: (Window, 
booth, parade, or poster displays, sales promotion, etc.)  

• Displays must be designed for public exposure and 
must bear a message urging the buying and wearing 
of the VFW “Buddy”® Poppy.  

• At least one (1) of the poppies used in the display 
must be in their original form and color, with labels 
attached.  

 
Category 2- Memorial or inspirational displays (wreaths, 
memorial tablets or plaques, patriotic or devotional 
themes.)  

• Displays must be designed to honor the dead, to 
inspire devotion to God and country, or to dramatize 
the activities supported by the “Buddy”® Poppy 
Program.  

• At least one (1) of the poppies used in the display 
must be in their original form and color, with labels 
attached.  

 
Category 3- Artistic or decorative use of poppies: (Post home displays, table centerpieces, 
corsages, pictures, plaques, models, scenes, hats, novelty pieces, etc.)  

• Display not meeting the qualifications for categories 1 or 2 shall automatically be entered in 
Category 3.  

• Complete freedom shall be permitted in use of poppies, poppy parts or poppy labels, and in 
the use of dyes or paints in achieving the desired artistic effect. C. At least one (1) of the 
poppies used in the display must be in their original form and color, with labels attached.  

 
1) The scoring of the displays will be in accordance with the national rules.  
Originality-25 points; Composition-25 points; Neatness-25 points; Poppy Story-25 points; for a total 
of 100 points maximum. The Originality, Composition, and Neatness are self-explanatory, with the 
Poppy Story as outlined in the “Buddy”® Poppy Story.  
 
2) Awards - There will be a First and Second Place Plaque awarded in each Division. Category One 
must have been on display at last three days.  
 
3) A report must be sent to Department “Buddy”® Poppy Display Director prior to the Department 
Convention. Any display not accepted at District level, or not entered in District judging, will be 
ineligible for Department judging.  
 
4) All Displays entered and accepted at District level will be accepted for Department judging during 
the Department Convention.  



5) Forms for judging and reporting results will be passed out to the District Commanders at 
February Council of Administration Meeting, to be forwarded to each District Chairman.  
 
6) Poppies to be used in display contest are to be ordered from VFW Department of Illinois 
Headquarters.  
 

All District Contests Should Be Completed by Memorial Day. The Districts will award prizes to their 
winners at their discretion. Each District entry will be allowed to enter in the Department Contest, 
in each of the three categories. However, they must remain in the category and division as entered 
in the District judging. 

 

 

 
VFW National Home for Children  

***** Illinois Day at VFW National 
Home for Children is September XX, 
2021 ***** 

Visiting the VFW National Home for Children in Eaton Rapids, MI, is an experience you don’t want to 
miss. I remember my first visit the National Home, a small-town community: such a safe and caring 
community that helps families of active-duty military, veterans and relatives of VFW and VFW 
Auxiliary members. I am a strong supporter and know you too will be one after a visit. Join us at 
Illinois Day, open for all Auxiliary members. 

VFW National Home for Children Facts: 

• The National Home community is open to families of active-duty military, veterans and 
relatives of VFW and VFW Auxiliary members with a commitment to making positive 
changes in their lives. 

• There are 42 single-family homes with facilities such as gym, library, computer and science 
labs, day care center, playgrounds, fishing pond, hiking trails, and more. 

• Illinois sponsors 2 homes, maintaining and upgrading the buildings as needed as well as 
purchases something to be used by all each year (for example, purchasing large gym mats). 

• Military families not living on the National Home campus can receive invaluable assistance 
through the National Home Helpline. If you know someone who needs assistance, 
encourage them to: 

How to be REPORTED in “Buddy”® Poppy: 
• Hold a “Buddy”® Poppy Drive 
• Use “Buddy”® Poppies in wreaths for patriotic holidays, centerpieces, etc. 
• Enter a “Buddy”® Poppy display contest for District and/or Department judging 
• Auxiliaries or District can hold special “Buddy”® Poppy contests, such as “Buddy”® Poppy 

Hat contest; involve the children for “Buddy”® Poppy King and/or Queen; educational 
flyer on the “Buddy”® Poppy to hand out at school with the Veteran in Classroom, etc. 

 



o Call the Helpline at 1-800-313-4200 
o Email help@vfwnationalhome.org 
o Visit https://vfwnationalhome.org/help. 

 

For more information, visit https://www.vfwnationalhome.org/. 

How to Support: 

Auxiliaries have a number of ways to support the National Home: 

• Fundraise for the National Home. One example is to host a .1k fun run event using the 
toolkit available at https://www.vfwnationalhome.org/toolkit. 

• Contribute gifts to Health and Happiness Fund through MALTA or by mail. Contributions 
support the following at the National Home: 

o Christmas gifts 
o Graduation gifts 
o Maintenance of Auxiliary-sponsored buildings 
o Emergency repairs and renovations 

• Encourage members to become National Home Life Members for a one-time fee of $50 that 
includes membership certificate, wallet card and a Life Member pin. There are two types of 
membership: 

o VFW and VFW Auxiliary members and organizations are eligible to become Life 
Members. Life Members may vote for the Trustees who represent their National 
Home District and approve any proposed changes to the bylaws and articles of 
incorporation. 

o Any individual or organization wishing to support the National Home’s mission can 
become an Associate Life Member. Associate Life Members do not have voting 
privileges. 

For more information about membership, visit 
https://www.vfwnationalhome.org/membership 

 

 

 

Department Awards  
Auxiliary Awards  

How to be REPORTED in VFW National Home for Children: 
• Fundraise for National Home 
• Encourage members to attend Illinois Day 
• Encourage members to become Life Members 
• Donate to Health and Happiness Fund 
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1. A Citation to all Auxiliaries that participate in both programs - “Buddy”® Poppy and National 
Home for Children by April 15, 2022.  
2. A Citation to all Auxiliaries that promote the purchase of a Life Membership to the VFW National 
Home for Children.  
3. An Award and Citation to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion of each part of the 
“Buddy” Poppy / VFW National Home for Children program in their meetings. All parts of the 
program must include and reports due to the Department Chairman within 30 days of your 
meeting.  
4. An Award and Citation to Auxiliaries with the best community outreach of the “Buddy” Poppy 
program through distribution, education, involvement, and publicity.  
5. A Citation to all Auxiliaries who make 25 cents or more donation to Health & Happiness based on 
their June 30, 2021 membership total.  
6. A Gift and Citation to one Auxiliary in the downstate, upstate, and mid-state who have the most 
participation at Illinois Day at the VFW National Home.  
 
District Awards  
1. A Citation to the District that participates in all parts of the “Buddy” Poppy / VFW National Home 
for Children program in District meetings  
2. An Award and Citation to District Chairman with the best community outreach of the “Buddy” 
Poppy program through distribution, education, involvement, and publicity.  
3. A monetary award and Citation to the District President with the most NEW Life Memberships to 
the VFW National Home.  
 

  



Chief of Staff Program 
2021-2022 

 
 
 

Paula DeDoncker 
1417 14th Street 
Moline, IL 61265 
P: 309-269-5994 
E: pdedoncker@aol.com 

 
 
The Chief of Staff program is comprised of three essential components: 

• Maintaining and Strengthening Current Auxiliaries 
• Presenting to Unaffiliated Posts 
• Establishing New Auxiliaries 

 
 

Maintaining and Strengthening Current Auxiliaries 
Maintaining healthy Auxiliaries has never been more important. Coming out of a 
confusing pandemic year, unable to have face to face meetings, losing the ability to 
physically interact has affected us all. 

Our National Organization has just the tools we need to get back on track, or possibly 
repair any that have been broken. 

At vfwauxiliary.org/resources you will find two valuable resources to utilize; The Healthy 
Auxiliary Tool Kit, and Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation, both of which are very 
encouraging. 

Our goal is to encourage Auxiliaries in such a way that we embrace our colorful 
heritage, maintaining respect for it, while also stepping into the new technology focused 
world. National has graciously afforded us a tremendous amount of flexibility in ways to 
conduct our Auxiliary business in such a manner that all members can continue to feel 
engaged. 

mailto:pdedoncker@aol.com


This year a program goal for Auxiliaries will be “Good Job Awards” that we can 
distribute within our Auxiliaries and throughout our communities. Fillable templates are 
available on the National website. 

 
 

Present to Unaffiliated Post 
As important as maintaining healthy Auxiliaries is, we cannot lose sight of our 
opportunities to present the idea of an Auxiliary to an unaffiliated or new Post. 

Available on the National website are the presentation tools, “Why Having An Auxiliary 
Can Boost Your Post” (Power Point presentation also available as a .PDF), and a 
handout, “Top Ten Reasons For Your Post To Have An Auxiliary.” 

Have the person making the presentation familiarize themselves with whichever 
documents you choose for your presentation, and be prepared to answer any questions 
that may arise. 

Establishing a New Auxiliary 
Regardless of the idea’s inception, the steps for creating a new Auxiliary remain the 
same. 

• A VFW Post must have a 2/3rd majority vote to have an Auxiliary (Auxiliaries 
cannot exist without a Post or be started without a Posts permission). 

• The Department President appoints a current Auxiliary member to be the official 
organizer of the new Auxiliary. 

• A minimum of 15 eligible applicants must be on the Charter application to warrant 
the institution of a new Auxiliary. After the institution, but prior to the installation of 
the newly formed Auxiliary transfer will be accepted. 



GRAVES REGISTRATION 
2021-2022 

 

 
Cindy Watters 

7251 E. Mount Pleasant Lane 
Claremont, IL 62421 
P: 618-839-2777 

E: cindyvfwaux@gmail.com 
 
 
 

As Department Chaplain and Graves Registration 
Chairman, it is my solemn duty to be certain all departed 
Brothers and Sisters are honored with memorial cards to 
their grieving families. Your help is needed to be certain 
our deceased members are reported and recorded 
promptly. This information is ensures the Department’s 
records are accurate. 

The position of Graves Registration Chairman is 
customarily the responsibility of the Auxiliary Chaplain. 
At the Auxiliary level, the Graves Registration Chairman 
is tasked with reporting the deaths of Auxiliary Brothers 
and Sisters to not only their District and Department 
Graves Registration Chairmen but also to the 
Department Treasurer. It is extremely important the 
information provided by the Auxiliary Graves 
Registration Chairman be accurate and complete. 

Online reporting is the easiest way to get death 
information to the Department Graves Registration 
Chairman and Department Treasurer. To complete an 
online report: 

1. Website: www.vfwauxiliaryil.org 
2. Online Reporting 
3. Graves Registration 
4. Fill in the Form 

The member’s full name, membership number, membership type (life or annual), and date of 
death will be needed as well as the next of kin’s name and address. Please be certain to mail 
or email the District Graves Registration Chairman a copy of the report. 

Until We Meet Again 

We think about you always 
we think about you still – 

You have never been forgotten 
and you never will. 

We hold you close within our hearts 
and there you will remain – 

To walk and guide us through our lives 
until we meet again. 

author unknown 

mailto:cindyvfwaux@gmail.com
http://www.vfwauxiliaryil.org/


Treasurers: Reporting the death of a member through MALTA, on our National Website, DOES 
NOT notify the Department or District Graves Registration Chairman or Department Treasurer. 
Please report online at the Department of Illinois website (see above) or using a paper form. 

For members who prefer to NOT to report online, please use the form provided in the 2021- 
2022 Department of Illinois program book. All graves registration report forms from previous 
years should be destroyed as the Department Graves Registration Chairman changes yearly. 
Please use the correct form for the 2021-2022 year; complete all parts of the form and mail to 
the appropriate people. 

Thank you for your assistance in seeing all our departed Brothers and Sisters are reported. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at the above telephone number or email 
address. 

 
 



      HISTORIAN/MEDIA RELATIONS 
      2021-2022 

  
“Honoring Old Glory and those who fought for it” 

 
 

 

 
Mary Spindler 
 P.O.  Box 577 
 Robinson, IL  62454                  
 Phone:  618-544-8562 
 Cell   618-554-2784                  
 e-mail:  spindler@frontier.com     
 
Telling our amazing story—whether through pictures or the written word--defines who 
we are and what we accomplish as members of the VFW Auxiliary.   The Historian 
program provides an opportunity  to share and document our many projects, leaving a 
trail of our history that will be useful and enjoyable to those who follow in our path.   
 
“Honoring Old Glory and Those Who Fought for It” is the perfect theme, because this is 
what we, as members of the Auxiliary, do best.  The work that is done in each of the 
programs should be showcased in our communities and on social media, allowing 
others to get an idea of what our organization is all about—with a side benefit being a 
way of possibly attracting new members. 
 
We live in an everchanging world, and today’s technology enables us to share our 
projects with thousands of individuals through the use of social media.  Newspaper 
articles never go out of style, though, and neither do scrapbooks, which Auxiliary 
Presidents at all levels would enjoy.  However an individual chooses to share their 
stories, it is important to provide the “who, what, when, where and why” of the project 
that is being documented. 
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Have your camera ready and make an effort to capture those special moments.  It’s so 
easy to do, with most of us having cell phones.  If you miss your chance, you will never 
have that opportunity again, and the memory will be lost to all time. 
 
 

THE ROLE OF THE DEPARMENT HISTORIAN 
 

The Department Historian  compiles a scrapbook of the Department President’s year, 
which will be presented to President  Rhonda at the end of her term.   There will be 
many events where I will not be present, and will have no opportunity to take 
photographs, so this will be a team effort.  I am counting on our members to be 
diligent about taking pictures and sending them to me, or tagging me when photos are 
shared on Facebook and then reporting it as well.  I would also love to receive 
newspaper articles, because they provide a written history of the VFW Auxiliary.   

 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S VISIT – NEW PROJECT - NEED 50 PHOTOS  

FROM AUXILIARY OR DISTRICT EVENTS 
 

This year, we have a new project for the National President’s Visit!  Our National 
Historian and Medial Relations Ambassador, Nicole Koutz, has asked every Department 
Historian to provide a Power Point presentation that includes at least 5 photos of 
President Sandy’s Visit.  It will also include an additional 20 - 45 photos of events 
that have taken place in our Department.  These photos should be of projects that 
show your pride in functions of the VFW Auxiliary.  After submitting, the photos will be 
combined into one presentation and shared at National Convention.   
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to see your project highlighted at the convention?  I’m 
anxiously awaiting those photos of your events. 
 

THE ROLE OF THE AUXILIARY HISTORIAN 
 

Ideally, every Auxiliary should have a Historian to record their events, and compile them 
at the end of the year to give to their President.  This is not always done; but at the very 
least, every Auxiliary should have a Historian who will take pictures, submit newspaper 
articles, or post on social media—and most importantly, report their work to the 
Department Chairman.  The Historian Program is part of the x-sheet, and every 
Auxiliary needs to file an online report (or mail if necessary). 
 
One event that is often overlooked is the District President’s visit.  Every Auxiliary 
Historian (or at least someone) should take a photo and send it to their District 
Historian, so there will be a record of their visit to your Auxiliary.  It should also be sent 
to the local newspaper (or posted on social media), with information on who the District 
President is, where they live, what they discussed, or anything else that is interesting, 
including both Auxiliary and District events. 



 
Newspaper reporting is one of the best ways to attract new members, because it 
makes the general public aware of who we are and what we do as members of the VFW 
Auxiliary.  When submitting articles, be sure to talk about the programs of the VFW 
Auxiliary at all levels (including the National Programs), and how we work to support our 
veterans. Most nonmembers don’t truly understand the magnitude of what we do. 
 
Sending out newsletters can be very helpful to an Auxiliary.  Many members are not 
aware of upcoming events or projects, and therefore do not participate.  Communication 
is key to the success of any Auxiliary!  Who knows…you might find volunteers who have 
skills that are not being utilized, or have never found a reason to become actively 
involved. Find out what their interests are, and encourgage them to use their talents 
within the Auxiliary. 
 
Posting on social media reaches hundreds... maybe even thousands…of individuals, 
and it’s not hard to do!  Share your stories and photos to help create awareness.  
Report this and you can get credit on the x-sheet! 
 
 

THE ROLE OF THE DISTRICT HISTORIAN  
 

The District Historian collects photos, articles, and other media from the Auxiliaries in 
his/her District, and prepares a memory book that is presented to the District President 
at the end of the year.  Be diligent about taking photos, especially when the Department 
President or other Line Officers attends various functions or makes their official visit 
during a District Meeting.  PLEASE…send me these pictures so I can include them 
in the Department President’s Historian Book.  The goal is to have at least one 
photo from every District in the Department of Illinois—and I need everyone to help 
with this. 
 
District Historians should also focus on publicizing events through newspaper, 
newsletters (especially upcoming events), social media, etc.  Make your photos 
interesting and be creative! 
 

PUBLICITY SUGGESTIONS 
 
An excellent resource for obtaining publicity can be found on the National website, 
under the “Resources” tab.   I encourage you to take a few minutes to review the helpful 
information, which includes a Publicity Guide, talking points, how to share local story 
ideas and events, and much, much more:  https://vfwauxiliary.org/resources/ 
If you are not sure where to start, or just need some ideas, this is the place to go to 
learn all about promoting the VFW Auxiliary. 
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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR TAKING PHOTOS 
 

First, take lots of photos, so you have a choice as to what to share.  It is embarrassing 
when a person is shown in an unflattering manner…i.e., eyes closed, crying, mouth 
open, or distracting objects in the background.  Nobody likes to see a humiliating photo 
of themselves shared for everyone to see, so review the pictures before using them in 
any type of media. 
 
As always, it is important to identify photos with the following:  WHO is in the picture; 
WHAT they were doing; WHEN the photowas taken; WHERE; and WHY you captured 
the moment (a/k/a the “5 W’s).  This is extremely important! 
 
 
Department Program Awards: 
 
Auxiliary Awards: 
 
1.  Citation to each Auxiliary that provides a photo to be included in the Power Point 
presentation.  Must include a description of the event, i.e, who, what, when, where and 
why.  Deadline to Department Chairman is March 31st, 2021. 
 
2.  Citation to each Auxiliary that  partcipates and reports in the Historian/Media 
Relations Program by December 31st, 2021. 
 
3.  An award to the Auxiliary for the most outstanding Historian program. Official Entry 
form (found on the National website) is required and must reach Department Historian 
by March 31st, 2022. (All entries must be sent to me, and not directly to National). 
 
3.  Citation to the Auxiliary Chairman that publicizes the District President’s Visit (using 
any media) within 60 days of the visit.  Copy must be sent to Department Chairman by 
May 31st, 2022. 
 
4.  An award to one Auxiliary that submits a monthly/quarterly newsletter promoting 
Auxiliary news and events and sends a copy of each newsletter to the Department 
Chairman by May 31, 2021.  The winner will be entered into a drawing at the 
Department Convention. 
 
 
District Awards: 
 
1.  A citation to all District Chairmen who publicize the Department President’s Official 
Visit to their District (through the use of any media).  Must be mailed to the Department 
Chairman by April  30, 2022. 
 



2.  A citation to each District President that sends out a minimum of four quarterly 
newsletters.  Copies must be sent to Department Chairman by May 31, 2022. 
 
3.  An award to the District Chairman with the best coverage of the Historian/Media 
Relations program at District Meetings.  Please send a copy to the Department 
Chairman after each promotion.  Must be submitted to Department Chairman by May 
31st, 2022. 
 
 
National Historian & Media Relations Program Awards 

AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES 
1. Most outstanding Historian & Media Relations report. 

• Citation to every Auxiliary that submits a Historian & Media Relations 
report to their Department Historian & Media Relations Chairman by 
March 31, 2021. Report form (required) available at 
vfwauxiliary.org/resources. 
The Department Historian & Media Relations Chairman must send a 
copy of all submitted report forms to National Headquarters by April 
30, 2022 
Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National 
Headquarters. 
Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with 
the most outstanding Historian & Media Relations report. 

The Department Historian & Media Relations Chairman must sign and send a 
copy of the completed Department-winning report form to the National 
Historian & Media Relations Ambassador by April 30, 2022 for judging. 

AWARDS FOR DEPARTMENTS AND DEPARTMENT CHAIRMEN 
1. Citation to each Department Historian & Media Relations Chairman for 

participation in this Program. 
2. $25 VFW Store Gift Certificate to one Department Historian & Media 

Relations Chairman in each of the 10 Program Divisions for the best 
promotion of media relations training. 

3. $25 VFW Store Gift Certificate to one Department Historian & Media 
Relations Chairman in each of the 10 Program Divisions for the best 
PowerPoint presentation based on criteria listed on page 26. 

3. Outstanding Performance Award in each of the 10 Program Divisions 
based on criteria listed on Page 5 and for the promotion of Program 
Goals on Page 28. 
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Hospital Program 2021-22 

 

The Hospital Program has been in existence for over 100 years since it’s 
beginning in 1914.  This program has been able to endure the 
testament of time due to the work of our members.  Our members 
continue to give of themselves to give support and aid to our Veterans 
and their families. 

Veterans Health Care 

Every year the Auxiliary works to improve the quality of life for our 
Veterans and their families.  We continue to find new ways and ideas to 
help support our Veterans.  This past year is a good reflection of how 
we must continue to make changes when faced with challenges.  We 
must think outside of the box and find new and creative ways to raise 
funds, work on projects and find ways to get the things our Veterans 
need to them.  Hopefully this coming year will see us being able to get 
back into the facilities and do what we do best, bring smiles and 
happiness to our Veterans. 

Volunteer Recruitment, Recognition and Support 

New volunteers continue to be needed in our Hospitals and VA 
facilities.  Our volunteers help to reduce millions of dollars in expenses 
in our Veterans healthcare by their donations, time and giving of 
themselves.  Our Volunteers continue to bring joy and a friendly, caring 
face to our Veterans at all the VA facilities.  Many Veterans do not have 
family or do not have family close to visit with them.  The work of our 
Volunteers helps fill this void.  Reach out to your community and show 
them the important work you are doing for our Veterans.  Many of the 
people in your cities and towns are unaware of the great work we do to 
support the Veterans.  These Veterans are the ones that gave us the 



freedoms we take for granted every day in our lives.  Help them to 
understand that it takes a team of everyone to support and give help to 
our Veterans, whether they live among us in the community or are in 
one of our VA facilities. Always give thanks and appreciation to those 
who are willing to volunteer.  Everyone appreciates a thank you or a pat 
on the back for the work they have done.  Recognize them and thank 
them for taking the time to commit of themselves to our Veterans.   For 
information on ways to become a volunteer or ways to recognize a 
volunteer, go to the Hospital Program Guide at 
vfwauxiliary.org/resources. 

Military and Veteran Suicide Prevention and Mental Health 
Awareness 

Educate yourself and your volunteers about the warning signs of suicide 
and the mental health of our Veterans. The Veterans Crisis Line 
connects Veterans in crisis along with their family and friends with a 
qualified, caring Department of Veterans Affairs responder. There is a 
toll- free hotline, online chat or text that operates 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days a year. All information is confidential. • Call 800-
273-8255 and press 1 • Chat online at www.veteranscrisisline.net • 
Text message at 838255 The Veteran and Military Suicide Awareness 
Blue Teardrop sticker is the VFW Auxiliary’s symbol to bring attention 
to this issue that it desperately needs. The sticker template is available 
on the National website at www.vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Involve 
your community to help educate people on the mental health issues, 
resources and treatment options that are available. In the future there 
will be a new 9-8-8 number being instituted to be able to get help to a 
Veteran in need quicker.  We will update you as soon as it is available. 

Honors Escort 



Do you know what the Veteran’s end-of-life protocol is in either a VA or 
non-VA facility?  As a daughter of a Veteran, I often wondered if my 
father was shown the proper respect after his passing at a non-VA 
facility. 

Some VA facilities have an Honors Escort Program that is part of the 
end-of-life protocol for Veterans who pass while in their care.  The 
Honors Escort is an opportunity to honor each Veteran in a respectful 
and open manner.  It gives the Veteran’s family and friends the 
opportunity to honor the Veteran at their time of death.   

At VA facilities, the ceremony is performed by trained employees, and 
ensures that the Veteran’s service, accomplishments and sacrifices are 
not forgotten as they are laid to rest.  It also gives others at the medical 
facility an opportunity to pay their respects to the Veteran who has lost 
his life. 

Find out if your local facility has an Honors Escort program.  If not, 
speak with Volunteer Services to see about starting one.  At non-VA 
facilities there is an opportunity to educate staff about how to pay 
respect to Veterans who pass while in their care.  Share with them what 
the VA does and see if the Honors Escort Program can be modified to fit 
their facility. 

Valentine’s for Veterans 

Each year the week of February 14 is considered National Salute to 
Veteran Patients Week. We all know that we love receiving cards and 
presents.  It is no different for our Veterans.  Purchase store-bought 
cards or have handmade cards to hand out to our Veterans.  Host a 
party or dinner in their honor.  Include our youth and community in this 
great event.  Everyone can use their creativity to show the care and 
compassion for our Veterans and service members.   



 

How to be REPORTED in Hospital 

Yearly Hospital Pledge: Hospital Pledge donations support the Hospital 
Program done by our Hospital VAVS Representatives. 

 Hospital Donations: Auxiliary Donations to Hospital Assignment. Check 
to see what Hospital/Facility your Auxiliary is assigned to. These funds 
help supply our hospitalized veterans with personal items they may 
need, hold parties and do various functions in their facility 

 ** All donations MUST be sent to Department Treasurer and 
earmarked for the facility your Auxiliary is making the donation to in 
order for your Auxiliary to receive credit on monthly Donation List. 

 

National Awards 

(see page from National Hospital Ambassador) 

Department Awards 

 District Awards  

1. A Citation to the District Chairman who identifies and submits 
applications to Department for the Outstanding Hospital Volunteer of 
the Year Award by March 1, 2022. 

 2. A Citation to the District Chairman for being 100% reported in 
Hospital Donations and Pledges.  

Auxiliary Awards 

 1. A Citation to Auxiliaries donating to all 12 facilities the Department 
of Illinois sponsors. Donations must be at least $1.00 to each facility. 

 2. A Citation to all Auxiliaries making the required Hospital Pledge. 



3.  Citation to every Auxiliary that provides outreach education about 
the Honors Escort Program.  Criteria and entry form are (required) 
available at vfwauxilary.org/resources.  Auxiliaries must send the entry 
form to the Department Hospital Chairman by March 31, 2022. 

4. A Citation and a Sewing Pin to each Auxiliary member that makes 
handmade items for any VA Medical Center, Illinois Veterans Home, 
local hospital or nursing home. Report must be submitted on the 
Sewing Pin Hours Report Form by March 31, 2022. 

 VAVS and Facility Representative Awards 

 1. A Citation to VAVS, Deputy, Associate Representatives and 
Representatives at Illinois Veterans Homes that timely submit nine (9) 
monthly reports from July 2021 to March 31, 2022. 

 2. An Award and Citation to VAVS, Deputy, Associate Representatives 
and Representatives at Illinois Veterans Homes recruiting one or more 
regular volunteer by February 2022.  

3. An Award, VFW Auxiliary Pin and Citation to VAVS, Deputy, Associate 
Representatives and Representatives at Illinois Veterans Homes having 
volunteer hours as defined in the Hospital Program Guide (See 
Department website) 

4. An Award and a Citation to the winner of the Outstanding Hospital 
Volunteer of the Year Award.  

 

Sources: 

 National VFW Auxiliary and Ambassador Programs 

 VFW Auxiliary Department of Illinois Program Book 



VFW Auxiliary Hospital Program Guide, includes VAVS Participation 
Guide 

VFW Auxiliary Hospital Assignment List  

VFW Auxiliary Annual Hospital Representative Conference 

VAVS Mileage Report Form  

VA Hospitals and Illinois Veterans Homes Wish Lists  

VFW Auxiliary Hospital Sewing Pin Form  

Veterans Crisis Line, 1-800-273-8255 or text to 838255 or chat at 
www.veteranscrisisline.net 
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Legislative Program 
2021-2022 

 
 
 
 
 

Iolanthia “Lynn” Wilson 
4042 Charleston Road #1E 
Matteson, IL 60443-2638 
P: 708-530-0670 
E: wilsoniolanthia@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

“BE INFORMED, BE ENGAGED, BE AN ADVOCATE” 

 
Welcome to a new year of LEGISLATIVE ACTIVISM for our Veterans and their families! I look 
forward to working with you, the District and Auxiliary chairmen, to make sure that our 
legislators are working for the benefit of our Veterans. It is important that you are informed about 
legislation that is in the pipeline and that you are working to promote the legislation our VFW 
has deemed necessary. If we all commit to this plan, we can effectively join with nearly 1.6 
million other VFW and Auxiliary members to make our voices heard on behalf of our Veterans. 

 
What can you do? Well, I can tell you! 

 
1. Be informed- Know the VFW Priority Goals and educate yourselves on legislative 

issues. Begin online at vfw.org/advocacy/national-legislative-services or 
vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do-legislative. 

2. Be engaged- Use the VFW and VFW Auxiliary Legislative Tools and Resources. Part of 
our success in understanding our mission, mentoring and training, and taking on a role 
to help each member be an effective part of the team. More knowledge and preparation 
make legislative efforts more successful. 

3. Be an advocate- Join in by subscribing to VFW Action Corps, visit 
vfw.org/advocacy/grassroots-efforts and click on the Action Corps image to sign up. 
Once subscribed you will receive the Action Corps Weekly in your inbox every Friday 
and this newsletter will keep you up to date on legislative initiative affecting Veterans. 
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PRIORITY GOALS 

 
The VFW has a huge responsibility in D.C. actively lobbying Congress on behalf of Veterans. 
Some of the main issues are veteran’s homelessness and suicide, traumatic brain injuries, 
reducing claims backlog, veteran unemployment and improving timely transition assistance after 
leaving military service. These are grouped into six areas: 

 
• Budget 
• Health Care 
• Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs 
• Military Quality of Life 
• National Security, Foreign Affairs and POW/MIA 

 
All information about what’s happening on Capitol Hill regarding veteran issues and national 
security is on the national website at vfwauxiliary.org by selection “what we do” then clicking on 
“legislative”. 

 
LOCAL LEGISLATIVE ACTION 

Local government in the United States refers to governmental jurisdictions below the level of 
the state. Most states and territories have at least two tiers of local 
government: counties and municipalities. In some states, counties are divided into townships. There 
are several different types of jurisdictions at the municipal level, including the city, town, borough, 
and village. The types and nature of these municipal entities vary from state to state. In addition to 
these general-purpose local governments, states may also create special-purpose local 
governments.[1]

 

Many rural areas and even some suburban areas of many states have no municipal government 
below the county level. In other places consolidated city-county jurisdictions exist, in which city and 
county functions are managed by a single municipal government. 

Talk to your local government officials about Veterans issues in your area. Do they know the 
Veterans in their communities; do they have any special programs for those Veterans? Are they 
registered as Veterans within your City or Town? Does your City or Town have a Memorial area for 
Veterans? Does your City or Town know who to contact if a Veteran calls with an issue or needs 
help? Let them know that we as the VFW Auxiliary, working with the VFW, are always here to help a 
Veteran or point them in the direction that can get them the help they need. Become someone they 
know and recognize at City or Town functions. Be visible and approachable as an Advocate for our 
Veterans. The more they see you at functions, the more they will remember you when a Veteran 
reaches out. 

 
RESOURCES AND WEBSITES: 

 
VFW Auxiliary: www.vfwauxiliary.org 
Veterans of Foreign Wars: www.vfw.org 
VFW Priority Goals Pamphlet: www.vfw.org 
VFW Checkpoint Magazine: www.wfwmagazine.org 
VFW D.C. Office: www.vfwdc.org 
VFW Legislative Blog: www.vfwonthehill.gov 
House of Representatives: www.house.gov 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Municipality
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_township
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Town
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borough_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Village_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_district_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Local_government_in_the_United_States#cite_note-census-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consolidated_city-county
http://www.vfwauxiliary.org/
http://www.vfw.org/
http://www.vfw.org/
http://www.wfwmagazine.org/
http://www.vfwdc.org/
http://www.vfwonthehill.gov/
http://www.house.gov/


Senate: www.senate.gov 
US Senate Committee on Veterans Affairs: www.veterans.senate.gov 
The White House: www.whitehouse.gov 
Library of Congress Search Engine: www.thomas.gov or www.loc.gov 
Govtrack, a non-government legislative tracking group: www.govtrack.us 
Women Veterans Health Care Users: http.www.blog.va.gov/vantage/tag/women/ 

 
 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS 
 

Individual Award: 
An award to the Auxiliary Member with the most contacts with their Legislator or other 
Legislators, in person, by letter, by fax, by phone, by email or through social media. 
Please include which Legislator(s) were contacted. 

 
 

Auxiliary Award: 
An award to the Auxiliary with the best promotion of “Education and Training of the 
Legislative Process” to members and/or students. Reports must be submitted to the 
Legislative Department Chairman by March 31, 2022. 

 
A Citation to each Auxiliary who is 100% reported by December 15, 2021. 

 
District Awards: 
An Award to the District Legislative Chairman with the best promotion of the Legislative 
Program. Promotion materials/reports are to be sent within 30 days after each District 
Meeting to the Legislative Department Chairman. 

 
A Citation to each District who is 100% reported and participated by December 15, 2021. 

 
 
NATIONAL AWARDS 

 
Awards for Auxiliaries 

 
1. Most outstanding training of members on the legislative process 

• Citation to every Auxiliary that trains members on the legislative process. Criteria 
and entry form (required) available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Auxiliaries must 
send the entry form to their Department Legislative Chairman by March 31, 2022. 
The Department Legislative Chairman must send a copy of all submitted entry 
forms to National Headquarters by April 30, 2022. Citations will be mailed directly 
to participating Auxiliaries from National Headquarters 

• Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the most 
outstanding training of members on the legislative process. The Department 
Legislative Chairman must sign and send a copy of the completed Department 
winning entry form to the National Legislative Ambassador by April 30, 2022 for 
judging. 

http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.veterans.senate.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.thomas.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.govtrack.us/
http://www.blog.va.gov/vantage/tag/women/


MEMBERSHIP 
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When you have delivery of services or goods, you expect a 100% perfect experience from start to finish, 
right? Well this year we are going to exceed that and set an expectation for 100%+ for our membership 
delivery service! Retention of our current members is a super important piece to our National Auxiliary 
puzzle this year. Have you ever lost a piece to a 469,322-piece puzzle? All that work to be missing one 
piece… So frustrating!! This is what is happening in our organization. This year we will be delivering and 
ensuring all pieces are in our puzzle. 

“The Subscription”: Life Members!! Woo-Hoo.  Thanks for subscribing to the best subscription you could 
ever have!!  

“The Prime”: These are your 2 Day Prime Delivery members. These are the members that pay on time 
every time. We appreciate that, so why not give 
them a little appreciation for always being part 
of “The Prime” Membership. Offer a little 
something to your members who are Prime 
Delivery members and for those that “upgrade” 
to Prime this year. 

“The UPS Ground”: The delivery of these 
members may take a little longer. Sometimes 
you may even have to put a missed delivery tag 
(dues reminders) at their door.  

“The USPS Sure Post Delivery”: This is the 
delivery of members that may need a more 
personal way of delivery, one that comes 
almost every day as a reminder. This doesn’t 
have to be a reminder of just dues specifically. A 
reminder of events and happenings might be all 
the delivery service they need.   

 
Danielle Krull 
6204 S. Normandy Ave.  
Chicago, IL 60638 
Danielle.krull@hotmail.com 
(773) 615-4375 

 
Sarah Higginbotham 
405 N. Indiana St. 
Olney, IL 62450 
sarah.higginbotham01@gmail.com 
(618)553-9422 

 

 

 

Don’t let your 
Annual Members 

fall off your 
membership 

delivery… 

about:blank
about:blank


Push our Annual Members and New Members to Upgrade their delivery to a Subscription. Let’s work on 
guaranteed retention of our members by subscribing them to a Life Membership:  

• Offer a payment plan to your members. Let them pay payments to the 
Auxiliary until they pay off their Life membership rate and then pay it for 
them. 
• Have a participation raffle to upgrade to a Life Membership. For 
example; Attend each meeting, Volunteer at X number of events, and 
attend a District Meeting; and you will be entered into a raffle at the end 
of the year for the Auxiliary to pay your Life Membership 
• Have a time frame for upgrading to a “subscription” and get a gift from 
your Auxiliary! (I.e.; Local gift card, mani/pedi coupon, etc.) 
• Pay your member’s Life Membership after they hit a certain age.  

**Please note if using the payment plan, this is something your Local Auxiliary must have in place, this is 
not a Department program. Remember if life is not paid by the dues due date to stay current, you may 
still owe the annual fees until your life membership is paid off, please work with your Local Auxiliary for 
this option.** 

Using the Membership Recruitment and Retention Tools and resources provided by National are there 
to assist you. USE THEM!  You can find them under the Membership Program at  
https://vfwauxiliary.org/resources/ this can also be accessed through Malta. 

 

National Awards for Auxiliaries 

1. Retain & Gain Award  
• $50 to each Auxiliary that retains 90% of their Annual members AND reaches 100% Plus by 

June 30, 2022. 
•  

Department Awards 

Percentages below must include at least one (1) annual continuous, new, or rejoined member 

For Individuals  

“The Express Delivery” Award 

New and/or rejoined members recruited from July 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022 
and are received by Department Membership Chairman by June 5th, 2022 
on the official form will receive the following based on members recruited:  

5 New/Rejoined members will receive $20.00  

10 New/Rejoined members will receive $50.00  

15 New/Rejoined members will receive $75.00  

20 Plus New/Rejoined members will receive $100.00 

A VFW Auxiliary “swag bag” to one member in the Department who recruits the most NEW Life 
Members 

about:blank


 

For Auxiliaries 

“The Fast Delivery” Award 

1. An Award of $30.00 at each C of A to be chosen randomly from those Auxiliaries with any New Life 
Members or upgraded “subscription” Life Members within 
the time from the previous C of A. 

2. An Award of $10.00 to each Auxiliary 75% in Membership 
by July 31,2021  

3. An Award of $15.00 to each Auxiliary 85% in Membership 
by September 30, 2021  

4. An Award of $25.00 to each Auxiliary 100% plus in 
Membership by December 31,2021  

5. A Citation to each Auxiliary reaching 100% in membership 
by May 31, 2022 

 

For Districts 

“The Speedy Delivery” Award 

1. An award of $100, will be shared by all Districts who reach 65% 
in membership by July 31,2021 

2. An Award of $200, will be shared by all Districts who reach 75% 
in membership by September 30, 2021 

3. An Award of $300, will be shared by all Districts who reach 95% 
in membership by December 31, 2021  

4. An Award to each District President who attains 100% plus in 
membership by May 31, 2022 with a special award to be 
presented at District President’s “Celebration” 



Mentoring for Leadership 
2021-2022 

 
 
 
 

Paula DeDoncker 
1417 14th Street 
Moline, IL 61265 
P: 309-269-5994 
E: pdedoncker@aol.com 

 

A leader is defined as the person who leads or commands a group, while a mentor is an 
experienced and trusted adviser. Given this, we can understand how while different, 
they often go hand in hand. 

 
 

Mentoring 

Mentors are often the silent majority. They are the person rarely seeking the limelight, 
yet always willing to lend an ear or a helping hand. They lead by their example and 
diligence. 

Mentors are mindful of the newer members and without a second thought utilize the 
CARE concept: 

• Catch the member when they first join. 
• Ask them to participate 
• Remember what it felt like to be new 
• Engage them in a program that fits them 

If you see a new member that has recently joined your ranks, ask them to sit with you. 
The meeting may seem foreign to them, so sitting with a friendly face may make that 
first meeting less uncomfortable. 

When projects are presented, ask them to be a part of things. Ask for their input. Who 
knows, with all the recent changes in technology, a new member may be able to offer 
guidance to make things more efficient. 

mailto:pdedoncker@aol.com


Remember your first meeting. Were you anxious? Or did you have someone that 
recruited you, and invited you? Guess what? They were your mentor. 😊😊 

Engage them in a program that you may think fits them, and ask for input. 

Mentoring our new members will most likely enhance their experience, and encourage 
them to come back. New friendships can be made, and a mutual respect can be formed 
between newer members, and seasoned older members. 

Given time, and having been properly mentored, these members will often go on to 
having such a boost in their confidence that they wish to move through our ranks. 

Are you a mentor? Yes by virtue of reading through this program I believe you are. You 
are a vital and needed member of your Auxiliary and beyond. If you need help in your 
mentoring endeavors, please utilize the resources available on the National Auxiliary 
website. “Building on the VFW Auxiliary Foundation” is a great place to start. 

Remember to report your mentoring activities, and share your experiences! 

Leadership 

Leaders are often the result of great mentoring, and continued mentoring by trusted 
advisors. 

Leadership can be difficult at any level, but surely made easier by following the 
guidelines set by past leaders, and sound organizational principles. 

The “Podium Edition: Bylaws and Ritual”, and “Building on the VFW Auxiliary 
Foundation” are both key resources to a successful leader in a VFW Auxiliary at any 
level. 

As mentoring uses a “CARE” concept, leaders could perhaps use a “TEAMWORK” 
concept: 

• Take the time to communicate 
• Empower your members 
• Answer questions appropriately 
• Mentor 
• Work out future plans 
• Outsource tasks 
• Remember “why” you lead 
• Know your strengths & weaknesses 

Taking the time to communicate with your members is imperative to maintaining 
successful leadership. Without hearing your voice, members can be left doubtful as to 
where they stand, or as to the overall health of the organization. 



Empower your members to stay involved by accepting new thoughts and ideas. We all 
know that even though some methods are tried and true there may well be a more 
efficient way on the horizon. 

Answering questions appropriately will give others a clearer idea of who you are. Listen 
to the question, and if it’s not something you want to hear? Well, you are still the leader, 
and looked to for sound and rational answers and guidance. If a decision you have 
made is being questioned, thoughtful answers will reach a greater audience than 
defensiveness. 

Mentoring your peers that will follow in your leadership role is one of the standards by 
which your leadership will be remembered. Your decisions will be carefully weighed by 
those following you, so always take enough time to weigh out all options to better serve 
the Auxiliary now, and in the future. 

Work out future plans to avoid unnecessary confusion. Make sure during times of 
uncertainty you have a plan “B” on the back burner. 

Outsource tasks that may fall outside of your proverbial box. Leaders are frequently 
known to try and “take on the world” but essentially don’t really need to. You have a 
team. 

Remembering “why” we lead is sometimes difficult. The glare of the limelight gets in our 
eyes and we sometimes lose focus. Think of the veteran that led you to your position 
and ask yourself if the way you’re fulfilling your role is honoring them. 

Lastly, know your individual strengths and weaknesses. Remember no one is perfect, 
but acknowledging our weaknesses is also an example of strength. 

Keep in mind your mentors and peers are always there to guide you, as is the VFW 
National Auxiliary website, wrought with tremendous resources 



SCHOLARSHIPS 

    2021-2022 

Laurie Sparwasser  
3409 Ahne Road 
Waterloo, IL.  62298 
P:618-593-4376 
E:laujaue11@gmail.com 
 

 
 

The Scholarship program is not a new one, but it is so important.  In these troubling 
times of our nation, it is important that we hear from our young people on what they 
think and how they feel about Patriotism and Americanism which is relayed through 
essays and art.  We need to keep these ideas out there and encourage these students, 
who represent our future, to stay strong in Americanism and Patriotism ideals so our 
country does not lose the values of those men who wrote our Constitution.  Our 
Department President’s theme “Honoring Old Glory and Those Who Fight for It” is so 
fitting for this program.  We need to remember what we stand for and honor those who 
are fighting and have fought to keep those values.   

This program encourages Patriotism and Americanism to our students and offers 
awards to help them in attaining an education of their choosing.  Promoting these 
programs in the community by mail, newspapers, visiting schools, Facebook, etc. gets 
the word out about these programs and also promotes the VFW and the VFW Auxiliary 
and helps us get recognized in the community as a support for students and their 
education.  

For the Voice of Democracy, Patriot’s Pen and the Young American Creative Patriotic 
Art contests, contact  

   Schools and JROTC Units 

• Church and/or youth groups  

• Youth-focused organizations  

• Home-school associations  

• Parent-teacher associations  

• Youth sports teams  



• Financial Aid offices  

• Student veteran centers 

There are 4 different scholarships in this program.  We have the Voice of Democracy 
and Patriot Pen essay contests promoted by the VFW, but helped and supported 
tremendously by the VFW Auxiliary.  The Auxiliary itself has 2 additional scholarships – 
the Continuing Education Scholarship and the Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest. All forms needed for these scholarships are included for easy accessibility and 
ability to make copies.   

The information must be promoted and information taken to the schools (if possible to 
get there) as soon as they open in the fall.  The students need as much time as possible 
to get their thoughts together on the theme and develop an extraordinary essay and 
record it.   

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY  

This is one of the contests that is due first.  This is a democratic and patriotic-themed 
recorded essay that was established in 1947.  The theme for the 2021-2022 Voice of 
Democracy Audio-Essay Contest is “America:  Where Do We Go From Here”.  This 
contest is for students in grades 9-12. The students can be in public, parochial, home 
schools or private schools and they must reside in the state of Illinois to be considered 
for our Department to be a winner.   

Judging is based on 3 criteria 

• Originality – 30 points 
• Content – 35 points 
• Delivery – 35 points 

 

Deadlines: 

Entries to VFW Post – Midnight October 31 

Completion of Post Judging – November 15 

Completion of District Judging – December 15 

Completion of Department Judging – January 10 



Department Winner to VFW National Headquarters – January 15 

National Awards: 

First Place - $30,000 scholarship 

Second Place - $16,000 scholarship 

Third Place - $10,000 scholarship 

Fourth through 36th Place - $7,000 to $1,500 scholarship 

37th – 54th place - $1,000 scholarship 

The Department winner will also receive an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C.  

 

PATRIOT’S PEN  

The theme for this year’s essay contest is “How Can I Be A Good American”.  This 
essay contest is open to all students in public, parochial, home schools or private 
schools and must reside in the state of Illinois to be eligible as a Department winner.   

Judging is based on 3 criteria: 

• Knowledge of the Theme – 30 points 
• Theme Development – 35 points 
• Clarity of ideas – 35 points 

Deadlines: 

Entries to Post – Midnight, October 31 

Completion of Post Judging – November 15 

Completion of District Judging – December 15 

Completion of Department Judging – January 10 

Department Winner to VFW National Headquarters – January 15 

National Awards: 



First Place - $5,000 

Second Place - $4,000 

Third Place - $3,500 

Fourth through 54th place - $2,750 to $500 

 

Please recognize your winners at all levels.     

• Hold a banquet in their honor 
• Present them with a certificate and/or a gift 
• Present the award at a school assembly 
• Contact the local newspapers and feature your winner  
• Also recognize the parents and teachers that support them 

 

The next 2 scholarships are supported only by the VFW Auxiliary.  

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP  

This scholarship is NOT open to the community.  An applicant must be an auxiliary 
member who has been a member for at least one year, their spouse, son or daughter 
with a financial need.  The applicant must be at least 18 years old, complete the 
application and write an essay of 300 words or less.  The application and essay must 
be received at National Headquarters by February 15, 2022.  Mail the documents to  

 Administrator of Programs 

 VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters 

 406 W. 34th St., 10th Floor 

 Kansas City, MO 64111 

The forms can also be emailed to info@vfwauxiliary.org.  

A $1,000 scholarship will be awarded to an applicant in each of the four Conferences.   

 

about:blank


YOUNG AMERICAN CREATIVE PATRIOTIC ART CONTEST  

This contest is open to all students in grades 9-12, including those that are home 
schooled, not older than 18 years of age at time of the entry and must be a U.S. citizen 
or a U.S. National.  Artwork must be on canvas or paper.  No digital art will be accepted.  
It is judged on patriotic theme and technique.  One department winner will be forwarded 
to Auxiliary National Headquarters.  Application and information is included with this 
program.  Students must attend school in the state of the sponsoring Auxiliary. There is 
no District Judging for this contest.  Every auxiliary can send one winner to me for 
judging.  

Deadlines: 

Entry received by local Auxiliary – March 31  

Entry received by Department – April 15 

Entry received by National Headquarters – May 5 

National Scholarships: 

 First Place – $15,000  

Second Place – $7,500  

Third Place – $3,500  

Fourth and Fifth Place – $1,500  

Sixth through Tenth Place – $500 

National would like to increase their Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest 
Escrow Fund so every winner sent to National can receive a monetary award.  As of 
now only the top ten (10) winners receive an award.  They would also like to increase 
the amount of the awards so the VFW Auxiliary can compete with other organizations.   

Please send any checks earmarked Patriotic Art to:  
                                     VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters 
                                                Attn:  Patriotic Art Fund 
                                           406 W. 34th Sreet, 10th Floor 
                                               Kansas City, MO 64111 
 



The National President’s Theme is “Soaring Above and Beyond”.  With a positive 
attitude and hard work, we can get National Winners in all of these contests from the 
Department of Illinois.   

Even though the Scholarship Program is geared to our youth, we can stress helping our 
veterans wherever they may be – overseas, at home, in the hospital and in the nursing 
homes.  The peace given to the veterans with visits and just a “Thank you for your 
service” can go a long way. Teaching these concepts to our youth can bring awareness 
to the entire community.   

Again, please be sure to recognize your winners at the local and District level.   

 

Please report as soon as possible.  You do not need to have entries in the programs to 
report.  Please report if: 

• Read about all parts of the program in your meetings 
• Put information out in the community and/or take the information to the 
• schools 
• Hand out copies of the applications to your members and/or eligible students 
• Sending out copies of all applications to your members via a newsletter 
  

DEPARTMENT AWARDS 

Auxiliary Awards 

1.  A citation to each Auxiliary that participates in all four programs by December 31, 
2021.   

2. A citation to each Auxiliary that donates to the Young American Creative Patriotic 
Art Contest Escrow Fund 

3. An award and a citation to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion of the 
scholarship program in the Auxiliary meeting.  Reports must be received by the 
Department Chairman within 30 days of the meeting and must include all four 
programs.   

4. An award and a citation to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion of the 
Continuing Education Scholarship.  Report must be received by the Department 
Chairman within 30 days of the promotion, but no later than April 15th, 2022.  
 

District Awards 

1. A citation to the District Chairman if all auxiliaries in their District are reported in   
this program by December 31, 2021. 

2. A citation to the District Chairman if all auxiliaries in their District are reported in 
all four parts of the scholarship program by April 15, 2022.  



3. An award and a citation to the District Chairman with the best promotion of the 
Continuing Scholarship program. Report must be received by the Department 
Chairman by March 31, 2022.  

4. An award and a citation to the District Chairman with the best promotion, best 
idea for raising money and raising the most money for the Young American 
Creative Patriotic Art Contest Escrow Fund.  Report must be received by the 
Department Chairman by March 31, 2022. 

National Awards 

AWARDS FOR AUXILIARIES 

Most outstanding promotion of the Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest. 

 • Citation to every Auxiliary that promotes the Young American Creative Patriotic Art 
Contest. Criteria and entry form (required) available at vfwauxiliary.org/resources. 
Auxiliaries must send the entry form to their Department Scholarships Chairman by 
March 31, 2022.  

Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National Headquarters.  

• Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the most 
outstanding promotion of the Young American Creative Patriotic Art Contest.   
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Diane Ahrens  
809 Royal Lane 
West Dundee, IL 60118 
P: 224-805-122 
E: dahrens0221@gmail.com   VETERANS AND FAMILY SUPPORT 
         2021-2022 

  

 

 

The Veterans and Family Support Program has a mission of giving something back to 
our Veterans.  Every veteran has sacrificed a part of their life to keep the American 
Dream a reality.  It is our obligation as an Auxiliary to assist those who have served 
whenever possible. This includes assisting their families to cope with the stress of 
deployment, with its unexpected challenges while their loved one is away serving.  This 
also includes physical and emotional injuries received during active duty and other 
struggles related to being in the military, some are seen, and many are unseen.  The 
National Veterans Service and the Veterans and Military Support Program are two parts 
of this program with distinct purposes for supporting our veterans, active military, and 
their families. 

National Veterans Service (NVS) works to ensure that all veterans, service members, 
and their families obtain the benefits that they earned.  This VFW sponsored network 
works nationwide to provide Service Officers who help veterans navigate the Veterans 
Affairs system.  There is no cost for this service. They assist all veterans (VFW 
members or not) in filing claims for disability compensation, rehabilitation and 
educational programs, pension and death benefits, and employment and training 
programs.  They also assist veterans in receiving access to health care medical 
evaluations, and treatment for drug or alcohol dependency.  Your donations are what 
keep this network in operation.  To get reported in this portion of the program donate to 
NVS online at vfw.org/ways-to-help or donate by mail with funds earmarked for National 
Veterans Service:  VFW National Headquarters Attn: NVS, 406 W 34th St. 11th Floor 
Kansas City, MO 64111.  After making your donation, report it to your Chairman, 
donations of any amount are acceptable. 

The Veterans and Military Support Program (VMS) contains three programs initiated 
by the VFW.  They were created to serve our active duty and recently discharged 
military. 

• Military Assistance Program (MAP) provides financial assistance to Posts, 
Districts and Departments that are sponsoring military send offs, homecomings or 
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other get togethers such as baby showers for veterans and their spouses.  It will 
also assist with postage for Posts & Auxiliaries that are participating in Adopt-A-
Unit.  Guidelines for applying for these funds can be received from the VFW 
Veterans & Military Support Office @ 816-756-3390 

• UNMET NEEDS provides grants up to $1,500 to meet expenses for those actively 
serving in the military.  It was developed to help military families through a financial 
crisis.  Military families could qualify for a grant to help pay for necessities such as 
rent car repairs, utilities, and food.  To learn more about the program visit 
vfw.org/assistance/financial-grants, (with many of our National Guard serving 
FULL time, this would be a great way to assist families, you can reach out to your 
local FRG/Family Readiness Group) 

• VFW “Sports Clips Help a HERO SCHOLARSHIP” awards scholarships of up to 
$5,000 to qualifying veterans and service members to help them complete their 
educational goals without incurring excessive debt.  More information can be found 
at vfw.org/student-veterans-support. 

These programs help to meet needs of our military and their families with the day-to-
day trials of serving, and the adjustments when a soldier returns from deployment. 

 Donate online at vfw.org/ways-to-help, selecting VETERANS & MILITARY SUPPORT 
click “Contribute”.  To donate by mail, send the funds to: 

 VFW National Headquarters  

attn:  Veterans & Family Support 

 406 W 34th St., 9th floor 

Kansas City MO 64111    and then report to your Chairperson, any amount is 
acceptable.  
 
 
Veteran & Military Suicide Prevention and Mental Health Awareness 

 Make a difference in the life of a veteran or service member in crisis by educating 
yourself and others about the warning signs of suicide. 

• The Veterans Crisis Line connects veterans in crisis and their families 
and friends with qualified, caring Department of Veterans Affairs 
responders thru a confidential toll-free hotline online chat, or text.  
Veterans and their loved ones can:                                                                                            

•            Call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1 
• Chat online at veteranscrisisline.net  
• Send a text message to 838255 

Confidential support is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  
Support for deaf and hard of hearing individuals is available.   
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TIP:  add the Veterans Crisis Line number as a contact in your cell phone for 
easy referral. 

The Veteran & Military Suicide Awareness Blue Teardrop sticker is the VFW 
Auxiliary’s symbol to give this issue the attention it so desperately needs. Wear 
the teardrop to open a conversation, when asked, share it is to create awareness 
for veteran and military suicide.  Download the Veteran & Military Suicide 
Awareness Blue Teardrop Sticker template at vfwauxiliaryy.org/resources. 

MENTAL WELLNESS SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 

 A staggering 20 veterans commit suicide each day, and the VFW and the 
VFW Auxiliary are committed to helping change the conversation and stigma 
surrounding mental health in the United States.  Change the stigma, improve 
research, support your community, and explore treatment options at the 
resources below: 

• The Campaign to change Direct/ changedirection.org 
• Give An Hour/ giveanhour.org 
• Patients like Me/patientslikeme.com/join/vfw 
• One Mind/onemind.org 
• The Elizabeth Dole Foundation/elizabethdolefoundation.org 
• Help Heal Veterans (Therapeutic Craft Kits) healvets.org 
• Veterans Voices Writing Project/veteransvoices.org 
• Road Home Program/roadhomeprogram.org                           312-

942-8387(VETS)/RUSH Center of Excellence for Veterans & their 
families 

• Coaching into Care(VA) 1-888-823-7458 

When you participate in any type of suicide awareness program, which would include 
your local and district meetings, or one involving the community, please report this 
under Other Veterans & Family Support.  You can use the resources above to promote 
suicide awareness.  These groups are trying to change the stigma of mental health 
issues and promote research and treatment options for those affected. 

SUPPORT FOR VETERAN & MILITARY CAREGIVERS 

 Caregiver for a veteran is a role that many parents spouses, children and other 
family members and friends have taken.  The VA Caregivers Support Line is answered 
by licensed professionals who can connect callers with several different services, 1-855-
260-3274  or more information is available at caregiver.va.gov.   If you are now in the 
role of a veteran’s caregiver consider using these resources for support.  As an 
Auxiliary, you can offer your support to those in this role.  Host a luncheon, mail a thank 
you card, send a gift card for personal care or give them a phone call to let them know 
that you appreciate them for serving our veterans.  National Family Caregivers Month is 
observed each November and May is Military Caregiver Month.  Be sure to follow up 
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and report that under Other Veterans & Family Support.  Caregiver Services available 
from the VA’s Caregiver Support Line: 

• Adult Day health care centers 
• Home-based primary care 
• Home hospice care 
• Homemaker and Home Health aide Program 
• Home telehealth 
• Respite Care 
• Skilled home care 

 

EDUCATION, PROMOTION AND PUBLICDITY 

When we take time to educate the community about our many important 
programs that help veterans and their families, we create an opportunity to join 
with other organizations.  Promote the Veterans & Military Support Programs 
to local civic, faith based and school related groups.  Publicize what your 
auxiliary is doing to support our veterans.  Newspapers, social media and 
speaking at local functions are just some ways you can educate your 
communities on these projects and encourage groups to work with your 
auxiliary and VFW.  Together we can succeed in the fight to keep our veterans 
and military lives physically and mentally whole.    

 Possible Community Partners 

• Salvation Army 
• Alpha Beta Clubs in local high schools 
• Scout groups 
• Church youth groups 
• Senior Center @ local Park Districts 
• Local businesses 
• Chamber of Commerce 
• Rotary & Lions Clubs (like to have speakers at their meetings) 
• Community college, veterans’ groups 

When thinking about Veterans & Family Support, I gravitate to family, what keeps 
our Veterans strong is the family, their purpose, those to come home to.  Auxiliaries 
are reaching out, looking for ways to serve our young veterans our increasing 
number of women veterans also.  MY CHALLENGE FOR YOU IS: Veterans Baby 
Showers.  This can be accomplished in many ways, the VA Women Veterans Clinics 
and the VA Transition Care Management Programs are in touch with young 
veterans recently discharged and often beginning a new season of family.  Baby 
Showers are also a great way to reach out to community to get them involved thru 



                       VETERANS AND FAMILY SUPPORT   2021-2022 

the local Salvation Army, and Senior Centers often have quilters or knitters looking 
for outlets for the beautiful items they are making.  School and church groups are 
often willing to have a diaper & baby wipes drive or even make a wish list and have 
the Auxiliary set up outside of Walmart with Buddy Poppies and give customers a 
list to pick an item or two from to donate to the shower.  It really encourages the 
community when they see what the Auxiliary is doing to serve our Veterans.  The 
key is to reach out to your local VA facility, work with them, remember the 
importance of keeping the veteran’s information confidential.  You can begin with 
collecting needed items and making the available for new parents at no cost. Car 
seats are first on the list to be able to bring the newborn home, Pack-n-Plays or 
play yards with a bassinette are so versatile.  Of course, diapers, onesies, blankets, 
the possibilities are almost endless.  All items need to be new, because of COVID, 
BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY WE WANT TO HONOR OUR VETERANS.  Gently used 
items can be implemented in a veterans closet type resource.  (Note: Women 
Veterans that are expecting stay in contact with a social worker at the VA, however 
they receive Maternity care outside of the VA) 

 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS 

Auxiliaries  

1. A citation to every auxiliary that is reported in all three parts of the program 
by December 32, 2021. 

2. A citation to every auxiliary that gives a suicide awareness workshop to the 
public or in an auxiliary meeting.  Report must be submitted to Department 
Chairperson by March 31, 2022 

3. An award to the Auxiliary Chairperson with the best promotion of the VFW 
Program presented to the public through media (newspapers, radio, TV, etc) 
or presentations given to a civic, educational, or other organization.  Report 
must be submitted to Chairperson by March 31 2022. 

Districts 

1. A citation to every district that is 100% reported in each part of the program 
by December 31, 2021 

2. An Award to the District Chairman with the best promotion of the VFW 
Program.  Report must be submitted to the Chairperson by March 31, 2022 

National Awards 

1. A citation will be mailed to every Auxiliary, District and Department that 
donated a minimum of $25.00 to the VFW Foundation earmarked for Unmet 
Needs-Hunger between July 1, 2021 and April 31, 2022. 

 



YOUTH ACTIVITIVES 
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JANET KAYS 
11447 IL Route 125 
Beardstown IL 62618 
P: 217-473-4797 
E: janetskays2010@live.com 

 

 

As an organization we have many goals and we also have obligations to our veterans, 
our communities, and our country. This includes offering positive learning experiences 
as we work with our nation’s youth, while guiding them toward becoming responsible, 
patriotic adults who respect their country, their peers, and themselves. 

There are many groups that your auxiliary can reach out to and sponsor- including 
school clubs and sports teams, church groups, scouts, 4H clubs, and any other youth 
group that would benefit from a mentoring program. Your support can be offered in 
many ways. Donations and continued financial support are acceptable and appreciated 
by many groups. Educational programs such as Veterans Day Programs, flag respect 
and etiquette, and other patriotic activities for children are also an important part of the 
essential learning experience. Patriotic craft projects can provide a fun way to learn 
about patriotism. Patriotism through Literacy is another fantastic way to help students 
learn about important historical events and figures. Volunteering to read historical 
books to a classroom or after school group and donating historical literary works will 
make a lasting impact on the youth in your community. Talking to a youth group or an 
individual about the time in history (when the veterans’ they know have served) is a 
great way to educate our youth; encourage them to interview a veteran about their time 
in the military by telephone, video chat, or in person. 

Promoting and sponsoring our two very special Youth Activities Contests are 
also important. 

mailto:janetskays2010@live.com


GET EXCITED FOR THE RED WHITE AND BLUE: 

This contest is open to students between the ages of 6 and 16, who are citizens of the 
U.S. or a U.S. National. The contest gives the entrant the opportunity to sing The 
National Anthem in that student’s best style. The words may not be changed, but the 
rhythm and tempo, the style, arrangement and genre are the choice of the vocalist. 
Submissions must be given to local Auxiliaries by March 31st, 2022 and received by the 
Department Chairman by April 15th. 

There will be one winner chosen from The Department of Illinois and their entry will be 
forwarded to National Headquarters by May 5th of 2022. (Students must enter in the 
state where they attend school.) For more information, please check out the brochure 
and entry form included in the program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Illustrating America  

is for all students in grades 1-8, who are citizens of the U.S. or a U.S. National. (You 
must enter in the state where you attend school.) The entrants will create a patriotic, 
two-dimensional art piece on canvas or paper, using watercolor, pencil, pastels, 
charcoal, tempura, crayon, acrylic, pen, ink, oil, marker, or other media. The work will 
be judged on patriotic theme and technique. Projects must be submitted to the local 
Auxiliary by March 31st, 2022, to the Department Chairman by April 15th, and the 
winning entries will go to National Headquarters by May 5th, 2022. For more 
information, please check the brochure and entry form included in the program. 

Richard Bell, National Inspector General for the VFW in 2020-2021, made a statement 
in his speech at the February Voice of Democracy/Patriots Pen ceremony which is 
worth repeating. He said “Patriotism can not be taught in a textbook. It is learned by 
example.” We must act as role models for our youth. Guide them to become socially 
responsible citizens. The support you offer can make a lifetime of difference for so 
many people. 



Awards and citations: 

Auxiliary Awards 

1. A citation to every auxiliary that has an entry in both the Red, White, and Blue 
Contest and The Illustrating America contests. 

2. A citation and award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion of the 
program. All reports are due to the Department Chairman by March 31, 2022. 

District Awards 

1. A citation to all Districts that are 100% reported by December 31, 2021. 
2. A citation and award to the District Chairman with the best promotion of the 

program at a district meeting. Report is due to the Department Chairman by 
March 31, 2022. 

National Awards 



Illustrating America 
An art contest for students in grades 1-8. 

 

CONTEST ELIGIBILITY 
• Open to all students in grades 1-8 who are enrolled in a public, private, parochial or home study 

program in the United States. 
• Student must be a U.S. citizen or U.S. national. 
• Does not have to be related to a VFW or VFW Auxiliary member to participate, but the student must 

attend school in the same state as the sponsoring VFW Auxiliary. 

CONTEST RULES 
• Art must be two-dimensional. 
• Art must be on canvas or paper. 
• Watercolor, pencil, pastel, charcoal, tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen, ink, oil, marker, glitter or other 

media may be used. 
• Submit canvas entries on a stretcher frame or canvas board. Other entries must be matted in white 

or reinforced with heavy paper. 
• The art should be no smaller than 8” x 10” but no larger than 18” x 24”, not including mat. 
• Coloring sheets, digital art and photography are not accepted. 

NATIONAL AWARDS 
Grades 1-2 

First place: $100 gift card 
Second place: $50 gift card 

Third place: $25 gift card 

STUDENT DEADLINES 

Grades 3-5 
First place: $100 gift card 

Second place: $50 gift card 
Third place: $25 gift card 

Grades 6-8 
First place: $100 gift card 

Second place: $50 gift card 
Third place: $25 gift card 

March 31: Student entry deadline to VFW Auxiliary.* 

JUDGING AND AUXILIARY DEADLINES 
Entry will be judged on patriotic theme and technique. If the American Flag is used, it DOES NOT need to conform to the 
Federal Flag Code in relation to colors or number of stars and stripes. 

One winner from each VFW Auxiliary advances to District judging (if applicable). 
April 10: Local VFW Auxiliary and District judging complete. 

One winner from each District (if applicable) advances to Department judging. 
April 15: Local VFW Auxiliary and District (if applicable) winners to Department (state) Youth Activities Chairman for judging.* 

One winner from each Department advances to National judging. 
May 5: VFW Auxiliary Department (state) winners due to VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters.* 
July: First through third place winners named in each of the three grade categories and displayed at National Convention. 
* required deadlines 

 

www.vfwauxiliary.org 
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Illustrating America 
An art contest for students in grades 1-8. 

 

CONTEST ENTRY FORM Please print or complete fillable form at www.vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities. 

STUDENT NAME  AGE  

SCHOOL GRADE     

MEDIA USED IN ENTRY (e.g. colored pencil, crayon, watercolor, etc.)                                 

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME        

ADDRESS     

CITY  STATE ZIP  

EMAIL PHONE      

Teacher or supervisory adult’s signature verifying that the entry was done by the student listed above. 

TEACHER OR PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME     

SIGNATURE    

I hereby grant permission of the artwork by the student listed above to be published in VFW Auxiliary Magazine, on the VFW Auxiliary website 
and to be used for any and all promotional purposes by the VFW Auxiliary and the VFW Store if named a winner one of the top national awards. 

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME     

SIGNATURE    

 

ARTWORK NOT SPONSORED BY A LOCAL VFW AUXILIARY WILL BE RETURNED WITHOUT BEING JUDGED. 

SPONSORED BY VFW AUXILIARY #  CITY STATE  

DATE JUDGED VFW AUXILIARY YOUTH ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN      

CHAIRMAN OF JUDGES’ SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)    

DISTRICT JUDGING (Optional) 
DATE JUDGED DEPARTMENT YOUTH ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN    

CHAIRMAN OF JUDGES’ SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)    

DEPARTMENT JUDGING 
DATE JUDGED DEPARTMENT YOUTH ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN    

CHAIRMAN OF JUDGES’ SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)    

Department first-place entry must be received at VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters by May 5 or it will be disqualified. 
Mail to: 406 W. 34th Street, 10th Floor, Kansas City, MO 64111. 

 
 
 
 
 

www.vfwauxiliary.org 
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Excited for the White and Red, Blue! 
A national anthem singing contest for youth ages six to16. 

 

CONTEST ELIGIBILITY 
• Open to youth ages six to16 years at the time of local entry. 
• Contestant must be a U.S. citizen or U.S. national. 
• Contestant does not have to be related to a VFW or VFW Auxiliary member to participate, but must live 

or attend school in the same state as the sponsoring VFW Auxiliary. 

CONTEST RULES 
• Video of contestant solo vocal perfomance of “The Star-Spangled Banner” must be recorded between 

July 1, 2020 and March 31, 2021. 
• Contestant shall state name and age prior to vocal performance. 

• Contestant may sing a cappella, with backing tracks or instruments. 
• Contestant may sing in the arrangement and genre of their choice. 
• Contestant may NOT change the words. 
• Complete and sign contest entry form. 

• Parent/Guardian signature required on entry form. 

NATIONAL AWARDS 
• One winner in each of the 10 National Auxiliary Program Divisions will receive a $100 Visa gift card. 
• One national winner will be selected from the 10 National Auxiliary Program Division winners. 

• The national winner will receive an additional $1,000 Visa gift card. 

CONTESTANT SUBMISSION DEADLINE 
March 31: Entry deadline to VFW Auxiliary.* 
Video must be saved to a DVD or flash drive, or uploaded to an online video platform (e.g. YouTube or 
Vimeo) and submitted with completed entry form to a local Auxiliary for judging. 
Maximum one entry per contestant. VFW Auxiliary is not responsible for incomplete, lost, late, misdirected or poor quality video entries. All scores are final as 
received from the judges. Falsifying information on the entry form is reason for immediate disqualification. All contestants agree to abide by the contest rules 
Any violation of these rules shall be cause for immediate disqualification and forfeiture of award. 

JUDGING AND AUXILIARY DEADLINES 
Entry will be judged on vocal ability, mastery of lyrics, originality or interpretation and entertainment value. 

One winner from each VFW Auxiliary advances to the District competition (if applicable). 
April 10: Local VFW Auxiliary and District judging complete. 

One winner from each District (if applicable) advances to the Department competition. 
April 15: Local VFW Auxiliary and District (if applicable) winners to Department (state) Youth Activities Chairman for judging.* 

One winner from each Department advances to the National Auxiliary Program Division competition. 
May 5: VFW Auxiliary Department (state) winners due to VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters.* 

June: National Auxiliary Program Division winners selected in each of the 10 Auxiliary Program Divisions. 

July: One national winner selected from the National Auxiliary Program Division winners. 

Winners will be notified the week of August 9, 2021 via the email address provided on the winners’ entry form. 

* required deadlines 
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Excited for the White and Red, Blue! 
A national anthem singing contest for youth ages six to16. 

 

CONTEST ENTRY FORM Please print or complete fillable form at www.vfwauxiliary.org/what-we-do/youth-activities. 

CONTESTANT NAME     AGE   

ADDRESS        

CITY  STATE  ZIP   

EMAIL PHONE      

SCHOOL   GRADE   

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME                                                                                             

PARENT/GUARDIAN EMAIL                                                                                              

PARENT/GUARDIAN PHONE         

I certify that I have met all the contest requirements and that I am the sole author of the attached/enclosed video entry. By entering the contest, I grant 
the VFW Auxiliary royalty-free rights to use, edit, share, publish and broadcast my contest video entry for the “Get Excited for the Red, White and Blue!” 
national anthem singing contest for any and all promotional purposes by the VFW Auxiliary. I understand the video will not be sold but will remain 
the property of the VFW Auxiliary. 

CONTESTANT SIGNATURE                                                                                          

PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE DATE     
 

ENTRIES NOT SPONSORED BY A LOCAL VFW AUXILIARY WILL BE RETURNED WITHOUT BEING JUDGED. 

SPONSORED BY VFW AUXILIARY #  CITY STATE DATE 

JUDGED VFW AUXILIARY YOUTH ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN                                                 

CHAIRMAN OF JUDGES’ SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)                                                                                                                   

DISTRICT JUDGING (Optional) 
DATE JUDGED DEPARTMENT YOUTH ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN    

CHAIRMAN OF JUDGES’ SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)    

DEPARTMENT JUDGING 
DATE JUDGED DEPARTMENT YOUTH ACTIVITIES CHAIRMAN                                                   

CHAIRMAN OF JUDGES’ SIGNATURE (REQUIRED)    

Department first-place entry must be received at VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters by May 5 or it will be disqualified. 
Email link to: info@vfwauxiliary.org ATTN: Program Awards Administrator or Mail to: 406 W. 34th Street, 10th Floor, Kansas City, MO 64111. 
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