
 

 

  

 

Outreach is the 

extending of assistance 

or services to the 

community as an act of 

charity or goodwill, and 

it is just what the VFW 

Auxiliary Outreach 

Program is all about. 
   
The purpose of this program is to show that the VFW 

Auxiliary is still alive and kicking, and that we are 

available to help to improve our communities and aid the 

charities working for the people of our country.  

Volunteering is what the Auxiliary does, so we definitely 

have that down pat!  Many of us have put away the bingo 

cards, and in doing so may have faded somewhat from 

public sight, which we need to remedy. Reach out to 

other local organizations and ask what your Auxiliary can 

do to help them. 

The fact that you are already associated with and 

volunteering your time with other groups such as the Red 

Cross, Race for the Cure, Lions Club, Relay for Life, 

hospital auxiliaries, school and youth groups etc., is a 

given. Now the hours you spend with 

them can be counted and reported 

for the Auxiliary Outreach Program. 

It just needs to be made an official 

Outreach project with that group and 

Kazaam! You have one in the books!  

How do you find an organization to partner with? 

Ask your members, friends, family and 

even Post members what other groups 

they belong to and maybe already spend 

time volunteering with. Read news about 

community groups and the events they 
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are planning; the groups would probably welcome some 

extra hands. Contact your local first responders to see if 

they need help with any events they have coming up in the 

future. Form an Auxiliary Outreach Committee to come up 

with a list of ideas and then assign specific groups for each 

member to contact, ask questions and gather information. 

Two heads are better than one. 
 

Projects are to be done by partnering with another group or organization 

OUTSIDE of our own.  It can be just one member, a group of members, or 

perhaps even a joint effort with Auxiliary members and VFW Post members. You 

CANNOT, however, join with just your VFW Post to complete a project. For 

example: the Auxiliary and Post decide to recognize your local police department 

by giving them gift cards for the donut shop. Even 

though this would be a commendable gesture and 

much appreciated by them, it would not qualify as 

Auxiliary Outreach because you are not partnering 

with an outside organization or volunteering any time 

to the police department. Remember, time/hours count 

for this, $$$$$ doesn’t.  

All projects need to be approved by the Auxiliary and recorded in your 

meeting minutes prior to completion.  After the project is done the hours 

served should be turned in to your Auxiliary Outreach Chairman so they can be 

reported to the Department.  The project can be a one-time event or ongoing 

throughout the year, such as sorting items at the local food bank or volunteering 

at a nursing home once a week. If you do have an ongoing project, you do not 

need to report it every time. Just keep track of the dates and hours, then report 

the totals perhaps once a month or every two months. 

What to wear: 

When you volunteer, you must wear something with the Auxiliary 

emblem, such as a shirt, pin, hat, or Auxiliary nametag to let others 

know you belong to the VFW Auxiliary. Seeing the emblem might 

start a conversation about the Auxiliary with someone, so be 

prepared to answer questions. Have information, like the Fact 

Sheet, available to hand out along with your local Auxiliary contact information. 

However, please do not actively recruit while you are volunteering.  

Examples of Auxiliary Outreach include: 

• Help a local charity group on a walk or run by manning a booth, being a 

timekeeper, water station volunteer, etc. (Walking or running in the race does 

not qualify as Auxiliary Outreach.) 



• Volunteer at an animal shelter or fostering a shelter animal. 
 

• Help at local blood drives. (Giving blood does not count for 

this program.) 
 

• Help deliver food for Meal on Wheels. 
 

• Participate in cleanup of your local park, roadsides, lakes, etc. 
 

• Work with a community beautification group by planting trees or flowers. 
 

•   Work with firefighters on fire safety and prevention for the     

    community, or when they hold a fire safety program for    

    children. 
 

•   Volunteer time at a soup kitchen, local food bank, or work   

    with a homeless shelter to collect, sort and organize     

    donations. 
 

• Volunteer at local schools for classroom help, carnivals, science fairs, etc. 
 

• Volunteer to tutor GED students, help youth groups such as Scouts, 4H or 

Beta Clubs with their programs, coaching or equipment handling for sports 

clubs, etc. 
 

• Contact a Senior Center to see if you can help them with things like driving 

senior citizens to doctor appointments, help with yard work, washing 

windows, delivering groceries, reading the paper or a book to those who are 

visually impaired, etc.  
 

• Volunteer to work with a community garden.  
 

• Volunteer at your local library with routine work, or for 

special events such as story time for children. 
 

What does NOT qualify for Auxiliary Outreach: 

• Sending an Auxiliary check to support a charity that held a run or walk-a-thon. 
 

• Cooking or serving a meal for a Post or Auxiliary fundraiser or funeral. 
 

• Donating trophies to a youth sports group or monetary donations to any other 

groups. 
 

• Repairs, cleaning, or any other maintenance to the Post home. 
 

• Donating and taking items to VA hospitals or homes. 
 

• Church work for one congregation, such as usher, elder, flower committee, 

etc. 
 

For more information, visit vfwauxiliary.org/resources >Auxiliary Outreach Guide 
 

Benefits for members participating: 

• Meeting new people. 
 

• Developing a sense of pride by helping others. 



• Learning how to do something new. 
 

• Growing in self-confidence. 
 

• Combat loneliness and depression by getting out with others. 
 

• New skills/experience to add to your resume. 
 

The VFW’s Day of Service 

May 7, 2022 kicked off the first-ever VFW Day of 

Service, an initiative that invited VFW Posts, members, 

Veterans and community advocates to unite and host a 

community service event on that day and throughout the 

month of May. VFW Day of Service, led by Veterans and 

in cooperation with other organizations and civic groups, 

is open for anyone to participate. The initiative is an outgrowth of the VFW 

organization’s #StillServing campaign and concentrates on Veteran-led 

community service projects to bring focus on the role Veterans play in the well-

being of their communities. Some of the events recommended were health fairs, 

street/park/cemetery/vacant lot clean up, playground rehab/installation and 

accessibility initiatives.  As you can see by this, the VFW is also advocating for 

more community involvement by their members. The VFW Day of Service is to 

be ongoing, always on the first Saturday of May. PLEASE NOTE:  If you 

participated in the VFW Day of Service in May of 2022, report it. Since the 

participation occurred after April 15, 2022, the project counts for the 2022-2023 

Auxiliary year. For more information, visit VFWDayofService.org >FAQ. 

Donating Money or Goods 

Any monies spent while volunteering with another organization can be entered 

on the report form, but it does NOT actually count toward your program status. 

Only HOURS spent count for Auxiliary Outreach. You can, however, report any 

amount of money donated or spent on a project to your VFW Post. They can 

report any monetary project donations towards the Outstanding Community 

Service Award. 

Why Should We Reach Out? 

Community organizations are struggling to get volunteers to complete their 

programs. If we reach out to them, we can show the importance of the local VFW 

and VFW Auxiliary to the community and, at the same time, help improve where 

we live. When people notice Auxiliary members are ready and able to help, it 

could light a spark of interest in what we do as an organization and create more 

appreciation for Veterans and our organizations as a whole. VFW Auxiliaries 

have been volunteering for over a century now, let’s remind our communities of 

that fact! 

RESOURCE: vfwauxiliary.org > What We Do > National Program Book > National 

Ambassador’s Auxiliary Outreach Program 



                                                                          
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS 
 

Auxiliary Awards 
 

1. A citation to each Auxiliary 100% reported in the 

Auxiliary Outreach Program by December 31, 2022. 
 

2. An award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion of the Auxiliary 

Outreach Program in Auxiliary meetings. To qualify, the Auxiliary Chairman 

must submit a report to the Department Chairman within 30 days of the 

meeting but no later than April 15, 2023. Monthly reports are strongly 

encouraged. 
 

3. An award to the Auxiliary with the most outstanding community partnership 

with another organization. Criteria and entry form (required) available at 

vfwauxiliary.org/resources.  Entry must be received by the Department 

Chairman by March 31, 2023. 

District Awards 

1. A citation to each District Chairman with all Auxiliaries in his/her District 100% 

reported in the Auxiliary Outreach Program by December 31, 2022. 
 

2. An award to the District Chairman with the best promotion of the Auxiliary 

Outreach Program in District meetings. To qualify, the District Chairman must 

submit a report to the Department Chairman within 30 days of the meeting but 

no later than April 15, 2023. Reporting immediately following District Meetings 

is strongly encouraged. 

National Awards 

1.  Most outstanding community partnership with another organization. 

• A citation to every Auxiliary that partners with another organization within 

their community. Criteria and entry form (required) available at 

vfwauxiliary.org/resources. Auxiliaries must send the entry form to their 

Department Auxiliary Outreach Chairman by March 31, 2023. Do not send 

the entry directly to National. 

The Department Auxiliary Outreach Chairman must send a copy of all submitted 

entry forms to National Headquarters by April 30, 2023.  

Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National 

Headquarters. 



• Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences with the 

most outstanding community partnership. Winners will be announced and 

awards presented at the 2023 National Convention in Phoenix, Arizona.  

The Department Auxiliary Outreach Chairman must sign and send a copy of the 

completed Department-winning entry form to the National Auxiliary Outreach 

Ambassador by April 30, 2023, for judging. 

 
 

 


