
AMERICANISM 

Janet Kays, Chairman 

Bulletin #1 

Auxiliary Chairman, it's time to get organized and make plans for projects to help 

your Auxiliaries complete the goals for a productive program year.  It's time to get 

your "Boots on the Ground for Our Veterans."   

You are going to be working on spreading patriotism, sharing knowledge about 

our Flag and patriotic holidays, and promoting the three contests in the program 

for children from ages three through 5th grade. You should also plan to educate 

Auxiliary members about POW/MIA issues and Auxiliary traditions and why they 

are important. I want to encourage you to share information on these upcoming 

patriotic holidays. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY - "America's Birthday" is a perfect day 

to express your national pride and patriotism. This is a 

federal holiday commemorating the adoption of the 

Declaration of Independence of the United States on July 4, 

1776.  Every year, we observe/celebrate the 4th of July with 

parades, speeches, ceremonies, and fireworks.  In 

Philadelphia, the Liberty Bell is tapped (although not actually 

rung) 13 times in honor of the original 13 colonies. If your community has a 

celebration, consider distributing small American Flags to honor the day. 

End of Korean War - On July 27, 1953, an armistice was signed by North Korea, 

the Chinese People's Volunteer Army, and the United States. It was a temporary 

agreement to end fighting. The Flag should be flown at half-staff from sunrise to 

sunset. 

U.S. Coast Guard birthday - Observed on August 4th, which marks the date the 

Coast Guard was founded by Congress in 1790. 

Purple Heart Day (August 7th) is a time for Americans to 

remember and honor the brave men and women who 

were either wounded on the battlefield or paid the 

ultimate sacrifice with their lives. 

 



V-J Day - We celebrate the victory over Japan and the end of WWII on September 

2nd.  When President Harry Truman announced on August 14, 1945 that Japan had 

surrendered unconditionally, war weary citizens around the world erupted in 

celebration. The Instrument of Surrender was signed aboard the ship USS 

Missouri on September 2, 1945. 

Patriot Day - September 11th of each year is a National 

Day of Prayer and Remembrance for the victims of the 

terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.  The Flag is 

flown at half-staff from sunrise to sunset at the White 

House and all U.S. Government buildings. A moment of 

silence is observed at 8:46 AM EST and remembrance ceremonies are performed 

in many locations across the country. 

US Air Force birthday - September 18, 1947 was the official founding date of the 

US Air Force. 

Gold Star Mother and Family Day - The last Sunday of September was designated 

to honor those who have lost a son or daughter 

while serving in the United States Armed 

Forces. Originally, the day was called Gold Star 

Mother's Day but later evolved into Gold Star 

Family Day. First observed in 1936, this year we 

will honor Gold Star Families on September 

25th. Consider recognizing/honoring a Gold Star Family member on this day. 

Celebrate these holidays appropriately and spread facts about why we are 

observing these dates. Make copies of the coloring contest picture to distribute to 

children ages 3, 4, and 5. Prepare information about the poster contest to 

distribute for grades 1-3 and the essay contest for grades 4-5.  The theme for the 

poster and essay contest is "My Pledge of Allegiance to the United States 

Veteran." Take a look at the Americanism Report Form and plan your activities 

accordingly. We are expecting another great year in Illinois. Keep up the great 

work and let our Veterans know that their sacrifices are not in vain. Continue to 

promote our Americanism values and be sure to report all that your Auxiliaries 

have done.   

 


