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Most of us know all too well how it isn’t just on foreign soil that our service members fight for 

their lives.  When discussing Veteran suicides, some say 22 a day occur but others say the real 

number is closer to 30 a day.  If you ask me, anything 

other than zero is too many.  Unfortunately, coming 

home is not something the warrior is trained for. The 

number of civilians who know someone personally who 

served in combat is minimal especially when compared 

to past generations where drafts were in place.  The 

gap between those civilians who know that the cost of 

war is paid long after the war ends and civilians who don’t know 

anyone personally who served in a war zone is staggering.  It is no wonder the 

service members who return with PTSD and other moral injuries feel a lack of connection with 

the very people on whose behalf they served.  The devastating end to the story, more often 

than not, has been the service member committing suicide.  This means families are left having 

seen loved ones return home from war but their loved one still ends up paying the ultimate 

price for our country with his or her life.   

If you or your Auxiliary would like to do something to honor those 

service members, I suggest visiting or donating to the first of its kind 

memorial, The Forgotten Warrior Memorial, located right here in 

Illinois.  The Forgotten Warrior Memorial was built as a tribute to all 

those Veterans who have served and sacrificed their lives as a direct 

result of PTSD.  This beautiful monument is located in scenic Channahon 

State Park and serves as a reminder that PTSD is a real wound acquired 

in war that needs to be treated long after returning home. Each year 

two services are held at the memorial, one in May and the other in September.  Consider 

making it out to one, if possible, and if you are not able but still wish to view a ceremony, they 

are livestreamed. The Forgotten Warrior Memorial can be visited at 25302 W. Story Street, 

Channahon, IL 60410 or found online at 

https://theforgottenwarriormemorial.org/services.html. 


