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Thank you to the Auxiliaries that are moving forward with their programs and projects and have 
reported what has been done so far. 
  
As you work on ideas for projects that you want to do this year, don’t forget to check out the 
questions on the report form.  At the end of the year, there are many things that we must report to 
the national organization.  They keep track of things like: number of American and POW/MIA flags 
presented to individuals, businesses, and other organizations; certificates given to businesses and 
citizens for flying the American and POW/MIA flags in a patriotic manner;  and the number of 
Auxiliaries that promoted, recognized, or participated in the celebration of any patriotic holiday.   
 

 

The month of September has three important patriotic holidays.  All those injured or killed on 
September 11, 2001 are remembered on Patriot Day, September 11th of each year.  The third Friday of 
every September is the day that honors those who are still missing in action.  POW/MIA Recognition 
Day will be September 16, this year.  This day was established by an Act of Congress in 1998.  It is most 
associated with those who were Prisoners of War during the Vietnam War.  It is one of the six days of 
the year that the POW/MIA flag should be flown.  Gold Star Mother and Family Day is always the last 
Sunday of September;  this year’s date will be September 28th.  Recognize these holidays in your 
Auxiliaries by holding ceremonies, posting on social media, and using other media connections to 
share information about these events.  Don’t forget to post pictures and tag them with #Auxiliary 
Patriotism. This helps connect these events together, and you will be able to see what others have 
done in the name of patriotism.   
 
Now that school has begun across the state, you should be distributing information about our three 
Department contests. 
  

1.  The coloring contest is for ages 3, 4, 5 and kindergarten students of all 
ages.  The coloring page in the program book must be used.  Auxiliaries 
will choose one winner for each of  15 entries.  If you have 30 entries, 
you may send two pictures to District for judging and so forth.  District 
will choose one winner to be sent to the Department Chairman.  You 
must include the child’s name, age, Auxiliary number, District number, 
and school on the back of the picture to be judged. Check the program 
for deadline dates. 



2.  The poster contest is for students in grades 1-3.  Basic rules state the poster should be no 
larger than 14”x22” and white in color.  Any coloring medium may be used.  The student’s 
name, grade, school, Auxiliary number, and District must also be included.  Please check the 
program for any further rules and deadline dates. 

3.  The essay contest is for 4th and 5th grade students.  The essay should be 
typed or legibly written in black ink.  A cover sheet is also required 
listing the student’s name, school, and grade, as well as the Auxiliary 
number and District.  Check the program for additional information. 

  
The poster contest and the essay contest have the same theme, “My Pledge of 
Allegiance to the United States Veteran.”  
  
Have you ever noticed how the Auxiliary programs seem to tie together in many ways? When you 
promote Americanism and patriotism, it helps Veterans and military families.  When you teach 
children to show respect for our Veterans and our country, they become interested in patriotic essays 
and art.  When they have participated in programs supported by the Auxiliary, they are interested in 
becoming members. I hope you see where I am going with this.  Work in every program has positive 
results for the other programs, too.  The Department Chairmen work as a team to help you 
understand what you can do to keep your Auxiliaries strong. Do not hesitate to consult with the 
Chairmen if you have questions or ideas you would like to discuss.  Make sure that your Auxiliary is 
part of the team, too, by doing the work in the programs and reporting what you do. Thank you all for 
working so hard to keep this organization an important voice for Veterans.   

 
 
 


