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Memorial Day is over so that means I’m done with the “Buddy”® Poppy Program until Spring, right?! 

Wrong! There are so many ways to share this wonderful program all year long.  

Is your Post having a celebration for Patriot Day (9/11/22)? Pass out a 

Poppy to everyone in attendance. Make centerpieces for the tables 

incorporating Poppies into them. Better yet, incorporate Poppies and little 

informational cards about the VFW National Home. You can even conduct a 

Poppy Drive. No one says it has to be done on or around Memorial Day! 

Does your community plan a Fall Festival or Fall themed event? Ask if you can run a booth at the 

event! You could share ALL of our programs with the community. Make sure to take Poppies with you 

to hand out to those in attendance. 

The most important thing is to educate your community about the “Buddy”® Poppy and how this 

mighty flower affects so many Veterans and their families. 

Illinois Day at VFW National Home for Children is September 24, 2022 

Recently, I’ve heard two different people say that the National Home is “our 

best kept secret”. Why in the world are we keeping the National Home a 

secret? We should be making sure that Veterans and their families know 

about this amazing place. We need to be posting how to get help from the National 

Home anywhere our Veterans and their families will see it. So often I only see 

information about National Home in canteens or within our VFW communities. Why 

aren’t we putting up flyers and posters at the grocery stores? Why aren’t we asking our local radio 

stations for airtime to talk about this beautiful facility? Why aren’t we posting about it on our social 

media pages? We MUST do a better job of educating our community about the resources available at 

the VFW National Home for Children.  

We also need to focus on ways to raise money for the National Home. With rising costs, the Home is 

in need of additional funds. You can help by: 

• Increasing your Health and Happiness donation to 25 cents per member. 

• Signing yourself and/or your Auxiliary up to become a Home Front Hero. 

• Having a Life Membership drive at your Post. 

• Purchasing items from the National Home’s Wish List. 

• Signing up for Amazon Smile. 

• Hosting a fundraiser. 

Make sure to follow The VFW National Home for Children on 

Facebook   https://www.facebook.com/vfwnationalhome/ 

 

 


