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What is Americanism? We all know it is about defending and loving our 
country, allegiance to the Flag, and promoting the idealism of liberty and 
posterity. The Americanism program is dedicated to advancing these ideals by 
teaching respect for the Flag, encouraging the celebration of patriotic 
holidays, and bringing attention to those who have sacrificed a part of their 
lives, or more, for their country. We all say we are patriotic and we want to 
prove our loyalty to our Veterans and our Auxiliary. Sadly, we are now half 

way through our program year, and less than half of the Auxiliaries in Illinois have reported a 
project in the program.   

I know you are busy, but we must be committed to sharing our 
knowledge. Get those coloring sheets distributed, donate a Flag 
to a school or business, take the Flag education for kids to the 
classroom, and put up a display of the missing man table. The 
information provided on https://vfwauxiliary.org will help with 
your POW/MIA ceremony and Flag education. Don't forget that 
instruction on the Federal Flag Code, patriotic holidays and 
Auxiliary traditions and ceremonies, is also an important part of mentoring the members of 
your own organization. You may even want to produce a Facebook Live video to share on Flag 
etiquette or the meaning of patriotism.  

Each Auxiliary knows its community and what things will be especially important and 
appreciated. Don't underestimate the need and desire of local citizens to be a part of learning 
more about patriotic holidays, ceremonies, and celebrations. Involving local students and their 
families, scouting and other youth groups, and community leaders in your patriotic activities is 
a win/win situation. 

Two very important dates to remember are coming soon: 

VETERANS DAY IS NOVEMBER 11 and is a good opportunity to 
publicly commemorate the contributions of living Veterans. 
Originally called Armistice Day , it was a celebration to honor 
those serving in WWI. Congress later decided that the day should 
honor Veterans of all wars who have served America; and in 1954, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill proclaiming 
November 11 as Veterans Day. 

PEARL HARBOR DAY IS DECEMBER 7. On this day in 1941, Japanese bombers staged a surprise 
attack on U.S. military forces in Hawaii. The United States suffered 2,403 casualties and damage 
and destruction to 20 ships and 300 airplanes. The following day the United States entered 
WWII. Today, the USS Arizona Memorial on the island of Oahu honors lives lost on that day. 
Though not a federal holiday, it is a day of remembrance.   

Don't forget to take pictures and use #AuxiliaryPatriotism when posting on social media. (Just 



type this in your comment line and you will connect to others posting with this hashtag.) And of 
course, please report all of your great work to the chairman. You deserve credit for all that you 
do!   


