
“Buddy”® Poppy + VFW National Home for Children =  

Unwavering Support for Uncommon Heroes 

Thank you goes out to all of the Auxiliaries that have been out in their communities promoting 
the “Buddy”® Poppy and the VFW National Home for Children!! I’ve received many pictures and 
reports of the hard work you are putting in for both programs. I also want to give a huge 
shoutout to those Auxiliary members that attended Illinois Day at the VFW National Home for 
Children! It was a fantastic day, and we were able to raise over $79,000 for the VFW National 
Home. There is an award at the end of the year for Auxiliaries with the most members in 
attendance so make sure to report that number to me! 

Has your Auxiliary signed up to become a Home Front Hero? 

- If the answer is yes, then please report that to me. I’m keeping track of 
all Auxiliaries that become Home Front Heroes by the end of the year. I 
would love for EVERY Auxiliary in the state of Illinois to be a Home Front 
Hero by the end of 2022.  

- If the answer is no, then I must ask WHY?!  

If your Auxiliary is struggling with the cost, then I encourage each of you 
to have a monthly fundraiser to raise money for this monthly 
commitment.  

In September, I shared the idea to start a Lolly Poppy Pumpkin to collect 
donations. For November I will be sending an E-blast with a new fundraiser 
idea. Do you have to use the ideas I provide you with? Of course not! I 
encourage all of you to think outside of the box for your own fundraising ideas. 
The goal is to use “Buddy”® Poppies to help raise money for your relief fund 
that in turn can be used to become a Home Front Hero.  

Remember, BOTH programs work together to support our Veterans and their 
families. This year there is an award for the most outstanding event that 
demonstrates how the “Buddy”® Poppy and the VFW National Home for Children 
impact each other and another award for the most outstanding community 
education about both programs. Veterans Day is a great time to promote both 
programs! 

Congratulations District 14! All Auxiliaries in that district have made their yearly Health and 
Happiness donation! Thank you for getting those donations made quickly! I hope to report that 
ALL Auxiliaries have made their Health and Happiness Donation in my next newsletter. 

 

 



Auxiliary Spotlight 

 

  

 

Red Bud Auxiliary #6632 President, Kathy Rowald, and 
“Buddy”® Poppy/VFW National Home for Children 
Chairman, Bronda Hubler, presented certificates of 
appreciation to local businesses for their continued 
support of the Auxiliary’s Poppy Drives. Good work! 

 

 

 

 

 

Metzger-Crook Auxiliary #6504 got into the 

Halloween spirit with a Poppy Skeleton 

and candy wrapped with Poppies. Both 

displays are for their Friday Fish Fry.  

 


