
 
 
 

MARCHING 

WITH MARVIE 

  
There was once a man who 
had four young sons. 

Wanting to teach them 
about the dangers of 
judging things too rapidly, 
he decided to send each of them on a journey, one 
after the other, to a distant pear tree. 

 

 

 

Each son when in a different season, the first in 
winter, the second in spring, and so on. 

At the end of the year, he brought his children 
together and asked them what they’d seen. 

The son who’d traveled in winter described a 
gnarled, twisted, and barren tree that stood stark 
and ugly against the land. 

The son who went in spring disagreed. No, he said, 
the tree seemed full of hope and promise, with 
green buds along its branches. 

The third son, who’d traveled in summer, disagreed 
once more. The pear tree he’d seen was covered in 
beautiful blossoms that looked and smelled divine. 

Finally, the last son, who’d made the journey in the 
fall, disagreed again, describing a tree laden with 
sweet and delicious pears that tasted better than 
any he’d eaten before. 

When each son had spoken, the father said they 
were all correct, because they’d only seen but one 
season of the pear tree’s life. 

He explained to his sons that it’s foolish and 
impossible to judge something in this manner. 

The essence of something, whether it’s a tree or 
their fellow man, can only be measured as a whole, 
at the end of the year, having seen it in its fullness. 
To make your judgment in winter is to miss the 
promise of spring, the beauty of summer, and the 
fruit of fall. 



Moral of the story: 

Refuse to judge yourself, life, or other people based 
upon a single mistake or challenging time. Refuse to 
let the pain of one season destroy the joy of those 
to come. 

We often judge people on the “season” of their life 
that we came into it. WE all have a story to share! 
Take time to listen, to learn, and to see how they 
got to where they are today.  

We are approaching the Holiday Season filled with 
beauty, lights, and decorations for all to see! Don’t 
forget our Veterans and their families that may be 
struggling. Let’s send care packages to our Troops 
that can’t be home celebrating with their families. 
Visit our elder members that may not be able to get 
out to enjoy the holiday decorations. Bring them 
some Christmas joy with a visit from you. Can you 
go shopping for someone that can’t do it 
themselves? Share the spirit of the Holiday with our 
members and their families.  

It is time to look at our Membership numbers too! 
Do you have a member in distress? You can pay 
their dues through your relief fund. All you need to 
do is ask your Auxiliary and vote to pay their dues. 
Dues Angels, it is time to shine your light on those 
members that may not be able to pay this year. 
Take a moment to reach out to your homebound 
members, and bring them the gift of conversation 
and caring.  

I want to take a moment to THANK YOU all for 
everything you are doing for our Veterans and their 
families! Your love and excitement for our mission 
fills my heart with love and pure joy! May you have 
a blessed and fun-filled Holiday Season!! 

 

 

 

 
Love, 

Marvie 
     

 

    SECRETARY’S 

BULLET POINTS 

Tammy Napier 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Presidents and Secretaries: There is important 
information in each Reveille issue. Besides the 
important Program Bulletins from each Department 
Chairman, the Marching with Marvie section from 
your Department President should be read at your 
Auxiliary meeting as well as highlights from the 
Auxiliary Secretary’s Bullet Points and Treasurer’s 
Decimal Point. 
 
CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE – We are going for a repeat 
this year!  
 
UPDATE: National’s criteria is for each Department 
to comply with Bylaws/Administrative Follow 
through requirements. Illinois has hit three of the 
four bylaw marks to date. We are working on the 
fourth mark: ALL Auxiliary President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer dues are to be paid before December 31st, 
2022.  

 Installation Report 
 Bonds 
 Approved Department Budget 
 Officers Not in Good Standing 

 

Auxiliary/District Officers, (President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer) if you are an ANNUAL member, 
please pay your 2023 dues today or purchase a life 
membership as soon as possible. 

 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL PROJECT 
 

National President Jane Reape 
has a special project this year. 
The project is to raise money 
for the Three-Dimensional 
Young American Creative 
Patriotic Art Contest. President 
Jane has a special fondness for 
the Young American Creative 



Patriotic Art Program. It is this fondness that led her 
to split the Young American Patriotic Art Program 
into two parts: a two-dimensional art contest and a 
three-dimensional art contest.  With this change, 
both 2-D and 3-D contests will receive separate and 
equal awards. To help make this a long-lasting and 
successful change, please donate by earmarking 
your check “3-D Art Donation” and mailing it to the 
VFW Auxiliary National Headquarters, 406 W. 34th 
St, 10th Floor, Kansas City, MO 64111.  
 
Once your Auxiliary donates, please report it online 
(or by paper report) and include the amount 
donated and check number. This information can be 
entered in the “Please use this space if you want the 
Chairman to know anything else…” section. 

 

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT’S SPECIAL PROJECT   
 

Road Home  
When President Marvie chose 
her Special Project, her goal was 
to assist a nonprofit organization 
that treated not only the mental 
health of Veterans but also their 
families, who are hurting along 
with them.  Veterans who have 

been deployed in any war are likely to be affected 
by anxiety, grief, PTSD, or sustained injury; and as 
we all know, are at extremely high risk for suicide.  It 
is difficult for family members to understand these 
illnesses, or know how to cope with them.  Road 
Home has a wonderful and successful treatment 
program in place in two Illinois locations: Chicago 
and Effingham.  The services that Road Home 
provides are the perfect fit for the Department 
President’s Special Project. It not only aids Veterans 
but also provides support for the whole military 
family.   
 
To donate and receive credit for your donation, 
please make a check payable to “Department of 
Illinois VFW Auxiliary”, earmark “Road Home” and 
send it to Department Treasurer Linda Lorenz, 140 
W. Ann Street, Somonauk, IL  60552. 
 

Report! Report! Report! 

Your Auxiliary has worked on the programs and 
completed projects, now report your work to 
receive credit. Credit means an “X” on the X-Sheet 
or acknowledging your donation on the Donation 
List. Online reporting is quick, easy, and the fastest 
way to let the Department Chairmen know what 
your Auxiliary has accomplished. Online reporting is 
on the Department VFW Auxiliary website at 
vfwauxiliaryil.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TREASURER’S  
DECIMAL POINT 
Linda Lorenz 

 
To all Treasurers, I would like 
to say thank you for all that 
you are doing in your 
Auxiliaries. Your job is not 
always easy and many people 
look to you for assistance. 
Our National organization has added some things in 
MALTA to help you in doing your job.  
 

The Cancer Grant Form has been added to the 
Home Page of MALTA. All members who access 
MALTA can print the form to complete and provide 
it to their doctor for the information required 
before sending it to the National VFW Auxiliary. 
 
As treasurer, you can now edit the date of birth for 
annual members. If the birthdate of a Life Member 
needs to be changed, you can email 
Membership@vfwauxiliary.org. Provide the 
member’s name, Auxiliary Number, and 
Membership ID # along with the correct date of 
birth.  
 
Under your “duties” tab as Treasurer on MALTA, 
there are “Treasurer’s Resources” under “Manage 
Auxiliary”. This is a valuable tool to answer many 
questions you may encounter. Please contact me if 

Wishing you the 

Warmest Thanksgiving 

Merriest Christmas 

and 

Happiest New Year! 
 



you cannot find what you need there or need 
further information.  
 
Friendly Reminders: 

✓ All checks should be made payable to the 
Dept. of IL VFW Auxiliary  

o Checks should not be made payable 
to the fund you are donating to. 
Please earmark the fund on the 
Memo line or use the 2022 – 2023 
Donations Form.  

o No checks should be made payable to 
the Department Treasurer 

✓ All Auxiliary and District checks require 2 
signatures – the Treasurer’s and the 
President’s. If a check is received without the 
required signatures, it will be returned along 
with any correspondence received. (i.e., 
Membership Application)   

✓ For new memberships, your Auxiliary should 
deposit the member’s check and send an 
Auxiliary check. The Department is not able 
to debit your Auxiliary’s Checking account, 
so a check is required.  

o A new annual member is $11 ($6 for 
the Department and $5 for National). 
Please send your Auxiliary’s portion 
of the dues with the application.  

o Life membership fees are shown on 
the application.  

✓ If you input your annual members through 
MALTA, you do not need to send a check to 
the Department. 

✓ Please review Section 101 – Eligibility in the 
Bylaws.  

o There is a complete list of eligible 
campaign medals or ribbons shown. 

o Please make sure the information is 
clearly on the application. 

o A good conduct medal does not 
qualify for membership.  

o Serving overseas will not 
automatically qualify for membership 
without a qualifying campaign medal 
or ribbon. 

✓ Donations to National Veterans Service 
(NVS) or National Military Services (NMS) are 

to be sent directly to the VFW, 406 West 34th 
Street, Suite 216, Kansas City, MO 64111. 

✓ Your 990n should be filed no later than 
November 15, 2022.  

o If you are unable to file this yourself, 
please send an email to me as soon 
as possible that includes your 
Auxiliary # and EIN Number – Please 
do not wait until November 15th to 
request that this be done for your 
Auxiliary. 

✓ Your 3rd Quarter Audit (July, August, and 
September 2022) is due to me no later than 
November 30, 2022. 

✓ Remember to check the Donations Listing on 
the Department’s Web Page at 
www.vfwauxiliaryil.org. If you find an error, 
please let me know as soon as possible.  

I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving. Remember, to 
take time to enjoy your family and friends during 
the holidays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Veterans Day is an official United States public holiday, 

observed annually on November 11, that honors military 

Veterans; that is, persons who served in the United States 

Armed Forces. It coincides with other holidays, including 

Armistice Day and Remembrance Day, celebrated in other 

countries that mark the anniversary of the end of World 

War I. Major hostilities of World War I formally ended at the 

11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, 

when the Armistice with Germany went into effect. The 

United States previously observed Armistice Day. The U.S. 

holiday was renamed Veterans Day in 1954. 



VETERANS & FAMILY  
SUPPORT 

Jillian Jans 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know the purpose (or mission) of the VFW 
Auxiliary?  According to the National website, it is 
“to improve the lives of Veterans, service members 
and their families, and our communities.”  The 
programs created by National and passed down to 
the Departments, Districts, and Auxiliaries all work 
together to achieve this common purpose. If an 
Auxiliary is functioning properly and working the 
programs, then it is working toward the common 
goal of improving the lives of our Veterans, service 
members, their families, and our communities.  So, 
WHY is the Veterans and Family Support program 
only 57% reported as of September 30th?  Many of 
us do work every day to benefit our Veterans.  Some 
do the work without even stopping to think that 
what they are doing is reportable.  Please, take a 
moment to complete an online report.  Many may 
consider reporting a chore but we need to change 
that mindset.  Reporting is a way of showing pride in 
your work by telling others what you have done.  It 
is a way to share your ideas with others in hopes of 
improving the lives of our Veterans, service 
members, their families, and our communities. So, 
send in those reports today! 
 
The three columns on the X-sheet for Veterans and 
Family Support are “Veterans and Military Support”, 
National Veterans Service”, and “Other VFS 
Activities”.  Remember, “promoting” these parts of 
the Veterans and Family Support Program can be 
done by planning a fundraising event, donating, or 
just simply talking about the programs in your 
meeting or the community. Also, don’t forget to 
report activities such as funeral dinners, aid to 
Veterans, stand-downs, or any other activity your 
Auxiliary members participate in that involves our 
Veterans or their families, including any activities 
your Auxiliary holds to honor National Veterans and 

Military Families Month, which is November 1st 
through 30th.  

The easiest way to 
get credit for 
“Veterans and 
Military Support” 
and “National 
Veterans Service” 
donations is to send 
in an online report 
listing the donations. 

Since the donations are sent directly to VFW 
National Headquarters, the Department Chairmen 
have no way of knowing about the donations unless 
Auxiliaries send a report! 

The holidays are quickly approaching. Let’s be 100% 
reported in Veterans and Family Support before the 
holiday season begins. Best wishes for a Happy 
Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New 
Year! 

 

 

AMERICANISM 
Janet Kays 
 

What is Americanism? We 
all know it is about 
defending and loving our 
country, allegiance to the 
Flag, and promoting the 
idealism of liberty and 
posterity. The Americanism program is dedicated to 
advancing these ideals by teaching respect for the 
Flag, encouraging the celebration of patriotic 
holidays, and bringing attention to those who have 
sacrificed a part of their lives, or more, for their 
country. We all say we are patriotic and we want to 
prove our loyalty to our Veterans and our Auxiliary. 
Sadly, we are now halfway through our program 
year, and less than half of the Auxiliaries in Illinois 
have reported a project in the program.   

I know you are busy, but we 
must be committed to sharing 
our knowledge. Get those 
coloring sheets distributed, 



donate a Flag to a school or business, take the Flag 
education for kids to the classroom, and put up a 
display of the missing man table. The information 
provided on https://vfwauxiliary.org will help with 
your POW/MIA ceremony and Flag education. Don't 
forget that instruction on the Federal Flag Code, 
patriotic holidays, and Auxiliary traditions and 
ceremonies is also an important part of mentoring 
the members of your own Auxiliary. You may even 
want to produce a Facebook Live video to share on 
Flag etiquette or the meaning of patriotism.  

Each Auxiliary knows its community and what things 
will be especially important and appreciated. Don't 
underestimate the need and desire of local citizens 
to be a part of learning more about patriotic 
holidays, ceremonies, and celebrations. Involving 
local students and their families, scouting and other 
youth groups, and community leaders in your 
patriotic activities is a win/win situation. 

Two very important dates to remember are coming 
soon: 

VETERANS DAY IS 
NOVEMBER 11 and is a 
good opportunity to 
publicly commemorate 
the contributions of 
living Veterans. 

Originally called Armistice Day, it was a celebration 
to honor those serving in WWI. Congress later 
decided that the day should honor Veterans of all 
wars who have served America; and in 1954, 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower signed a bill 
proclaiming November 11 as Veterans Day. 

PEARL HARBOR DAY IS DECEMBER 7. On this day in 
1941, Japanese bombers staged a surprise attack on 
U.S. military forces in Hawaii. The United States 
suffered 2,403 casualties and damage and 
destruction to 20 ships and 300 airplanes. The 
following day the United States entered WWII. 
Today, the USS Arizona Memorial, on the island of 
Oahu, honors lives lost on that day. Though not a 
federal holiday, it is a day of remembrance.   

Don't forget to take pictures and use 
#AuxiliaryPatriotism when posting on social media. 
(Just type this in your comment line and you will 

connect to others posting with this hashtag.) And of 
course, please report all of your great work to the 
chairman. You deserve credit for all that you do!   
 

 AUXILIARY  

OUTREACH 

Cheryl Miller 

 
The leaves are falling! Have 
you helped rake them up 
for a park in your 
community, or for a group 
you have partnered with 

that works for seniors or disabled 
who need help with chores? If you 
haven’t yet, then get your “Boots on 
the Ground” raking or doing some 
other kind of fall cleanup chores!  

A lot of local groups will be collecting baskets for the 
needy for Thanksgiving. Can you find one that you 
can partner with, help them with sorting, packing 

the goods, and 
delivering or maybe 
find a group that will 
be serving meals 
where you can help 
cook, serve, clean up, 
etc.? There are many 

opportunities around Thanksgiving for you to 
partner up with another organization to give your 
hours of help.  

Veterans day is Friday the 11th of November. Please 
remember that doing anything for Veterans 
(including the American Legion) does not qualify for 
Auxiliary Outreach; so, if your Post or Auxiliary is 
hosting a ceremony, report that under Veterans and 
Family Support instead.  

Winter begins December 21st so there will be many 
people in need of coats, gloves, blankets, etc. There 
are many organizations you 
could work with to collect 
these items, organize them, 
and work at an event to 
distribute them. Look for a 
group to help.  



Reporting for Auxiliary Outreach is 
not looking so hot.  Only 34 out of 
149 Auxiliaries had reported at the 
end of September. That’s not a 
very good percentage! Sending a 

“No report” does not count as a report, so you 
won’t get an X for that. District and Auxiliary Chairs, 
you also need to send me reports of what you are 
doing for the program!  

Get out there and show your communities that you 
have “Hands That Serve, Hearts That Care.” 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“BUDDY”® POPPY /  

VFW NATIONAL HOME  
FOR CHILDREN 
Sarah Higginbotham 

 
 

 

 

“Buddy”® Poppy + VFW National Home for Children =  

Unwavering Support for Uncommon Heroes 

Thank you goes out to all of the Auxiliaries that have 
been out in their communities promoting the 
“Buddy”® Poppy and the VFW National Home for 
Children!! I’ve received many pictures and reports 
of the hard work you are putting in for both 
programs. I also want to give a huge shoutout to 
those Auxiliary members that attended Illinois Day 
at the VFW National Home for Children! It was a 
fantastic day, and we were able to raise over 
$79,000 for the VFW National Home. There is an 
award at the end of the year for the Auxiliary with 
the most members in attendance, so make sure to 
report that number to me! 

Has your Auxiliary signed up to become a Home 
Front Hero? 

- If the answer is yes, then 
please report that to me. I’m 
keeping track of all 
Auxiliaries that become 
Home Front Heroes by the 
end of the year. I would love 
for EVERY Auxiliary in the 
state of Illinois to be a Home 
Front Hero by the end of 
2022.  

- If the answer is no, then I 
must ask WHY?!  

If your Auxiliary is struggling with the cost, then I 
encourage each of you to have a monthly fundraiser 
to raise money for this monthly commitment.  



In September, I shared the idea to 
start a Lolli Poppy Pumpkin to 
collect donations. For November I 
will be sending an E-blast with a 
new fundraiser idea. Do you have to 
use the ideas I provide you with? Of 

course not! I encourage all of you to think outside of 
the box for your fundraising ideas. The goal is to use 
“Buddy”® Poppies to help raise money for your 
relief fund that in turn can be used to become a 
Home Front Hero.  

Remember, BOTH programs work 
together to support our Veterans and 
their families. This year there is an 
award for the most outstanding event 
that demonstrates how the “Buddy”® 
Poppy and the VFW National Home for Children 
impact each other and another award for the most 
outstanding community education about both 
programs. Veterans Day is a great time to promote 
both programs! 

Congratulations District 14! All Auxiliaries in that 
district have made their yearly Health and 
Happiness donation! Thank you for getting those 
donations made quickly! I hope to report that ALL 
Auxiliaries have made their Health and Happiness 
Donations in my next newsletter. 
 

 

GRAVES  
REGISTRATION 

Diane Ahrens 
 
 

 A couple of things have 
come to my attention. 
Several of our members 
have passed and, maybe, it 
was just recently brought to 

our attention.  If the exact date a member died is 
unknown, google his or her name along with where 
he or she lived, and the member’s obituary should 
be easily accessed. If for some reason, you are 
unable to get the deceased member’s membership 
number, Department Treasurer Linda Lorenz has 
been extremely helpful.  This can also help if an 
Auxiliary has older members who have been 
residing in assisted living facilities and the Auxiliary 

has not heard anything from them. Googling a 
member’s name and last known location will work 
to confirm that they are still here.  
 

Being Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season is soon to 
be here, it is a good time to 
reach out to our “senior” 
members or those who have 
been dealing with health 

issues. Send a card to let them know 
your Auxiliary is thinking of them.  
The holidays can be very lonely and 
a card can be a great 
encouragement.  
 
Thank you & Semper Fi 

 

               
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Saturday, November 5, 2022 
12:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

Rhine VFW Post #2729 Auxiliary 
5858 S. Archer Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60638 
 

For more information, please contact:   
District 3 President Joanne York 
District 5 President Katie Makey 
District 16 President Irma Davis 

District 18 President Jennifer Piehl 
District 19 President Jan Bakes 

 
 



HOSPITAL 
Laura Knackstedt 

 
Fall is upon us.  Halloween 
is over and I hope you all 
made up some goody bags 
for the Veterans at the 
facilities and nursing 
homes.  Veteran’s Day is 
fast approaching.  Have 
you made plans to help celebrate our Veterans on 
this special day?  Stop by your local nursing home or 
assisted living facility and give thanks to our 

Veterans for all they have 
done for us.  I’m sure it 
will bring smiles to their 
faces.  If you are unable 
to see the Veterans in 
person, drop off cards or 
little gift bags showing 

them how much we appreciate them.  I would love 
to see pictures of your creative ideas for our 
Veterans.  Please send them to me so that I can 
show our members!!  We are all in this together and 
the more we share our ideas and projects the more 
we provide for our Veterans. 
 

December is fast 
approaching.  Work 
with your local 
youth organizations 
to make cards or 
posters to give to 
our Veterans.  
Christmas is an 

especially difficult time for them.  Some have no 
family or have family that lives far away.  We want 
to show them how much we care and that we are 
there for them with whatever they may need.  
Check with your local facility and see what items 
they are looking for.  It could be sweatshirts and 
sweatpants, slippers, t-shirts, or just daily toiletry 
items.  I am sure they would be happy to provide 
you with a list of items to provide for our Veterans.  
Our Auxiliary gets a list of Veterans that are at our 
three local facilities.  The facilities are great about 
providing sizes and suggestions of items that the 
Veterans would like.  This way we can provide 
individual gifts specific to each particular Veteran.  

We include the post members and stop by each 
facility and meet with the Veterans and give them 
their gifts.  The post members are great about 
getting the Veterans to reminisce about their time 
in the service and they have a great conversation. 

The end of the year is coming before we know it.  
Please get your hospital donations and hospital 
pledge sent in.  I know all the Auxiliaries have been 
doing something for our Veterans at our facilities.  
Please make sure to report it!!! 

Thank you all for 
your great support 
of the Hospital 
Program.  If you 
know of someone 
that is doing an 
awesome job volunteering at a VA or non-VA 
facility, please check out the Department website, 
www.vfwauxiliaryil.org/hospital, for citations and 
awards. These are available to show your 
appreciation for the great job they are doing.    
 

Illinois Veterans’ Home at Chicago 

Eleanore “Chi Chi” Skopek, VAVS Representative 

 

I had the pleasure of visiting the new Illinois 
Veterans’ Home on Chicago’s Northwest side.  I met 
with Julia Moreno, who is the Activity Therapist 
there, and we discussed what the VFW Auxiliary can 
do to help the Veterans. 

At this point, the facility has a wish list of items they 
could use.  Happy hours are held every Thursday 
and the items given out are chips, cookies, diet pop, 
etc. 

There is also a need for paint for art projects.  
Acrylic paints are generally used. 



Down the road, there are a few other items the 
facility would like that are a little pricier.  I am 
looking into finding some sources for people who 
are handy and can make frames for flags to be 
displayed on the various floors.  This will be 
discussed with them further at a later date. 

Now that the facility is slowly opening up and 
allowing visitors, I will be in contact with them and 
will certainly keep all informed. 
 

 
JESSE BROWN VAMC 

Joanne York, VAVS Representative 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesse Brown VAMC is still not open to visitors, but 
should your Auxiliary wish to donate,  donations are 
welcome. Unfortunately, parties are not allowed at 
this time. To drop off items, please call to make 
arrangements.  Someone will meet you downstairs 
on the Ogden side. 
 
Clothing donations are always welcome. With 
winter coming, coats, hats, scarves, and gloves are 
always needed. A cold winter is predicted. 
 
The vaccine clinic is open for Veterans to walk in 
and get flu and COVID vaccines as well as booster 
shots. NO APPOINTMENT is necessary. The clinic is 
located on the Damen second floor. Everyone is 
looking forward to the day we can once again visit 
the patients and have parties.   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LEGISLATIVE 
Lois Moore 

 
Well, now is the time to get 
our “Boot’s on the Ground 
for Our Veterans”.  
Elections are right around 
the corner, and we need as 
many voters as possible out 
there voting in honor of our 
Veterans and service members. With this being said, 
voters, young and old, are needed. So, to get this 

accomplished, approach 
younger people of 
voting age and 
encourage them to go to 
the polls and cast their 
ballots. As with some of 
our older voters, the 

young voters may also need to be picked up and 
driven to their voting locations.  Putting forth this 
effort is part of doing your work for the Auxiliary 
with “Boots on the Ground” and may also benefit 
other Auxiliary programs. 
 
The VFW is supporting a major bill at this time and it 
is called “Major Richard Star Act C.H.R. 1282/S344”.  
The bill focuses on 
military community 
needs. Veterans with 
combat-related 
disabilities and fewer 
than 20 years of service 
currently have their 
retirement pay reduced 
when disability 
compensation is also 
being received. The Star 
Act would amend the 
National Defense Authorization Act of 2023 to allow 
these disabled Veterans to receive retirement and 
disability compensation at the same time. Everyone 
must spread the word about this legislation to all 
the newly elected officials, as well as the old ones. 
Let’s put our boots (and voices) to work for our 
Veterans. 
 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS & GOD BLESS AMERICA! 

 



ISTORIAN & 
MEDIA RELATIONS 

Denita Ricci 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



MEMBERSHIP 
Danielle Krull 

 

 

Did you know our first National Goal is fast 

approaching? We only have until November 30th to 

reach 95%! We have been doing a great job, but we 

need to make this next month strong by collecting 

dues from our unpaid members. We are quickly 

moving into the Holidays, and we do not have a 

great success rate collecting dues at this time due to 

members wanting to enjoy the holidays, money 

being tight, not giving themselves enough time to 

collect them, and our greatest reason… SNOW!! 

December meetings have the chance of being 

canceled due to weather issues, so do not rely on 

that December meeting to collect/pay dues. Try to 

get all dues paid in November, not only to reach our 

goals but to avoid anything that might come up in 

December, so it does not get in your way. 

 
Retaining our current members on top of recruiting 
is crucial to keeping our Auxiliaries healthy. Do you 
know a member who used to participate a lot but 
doesn’t anymore? Try reaching out and finding out 
why! Sometimes we, unfortunately, have previous 
members that were involved that made things 
difficult for others. Maybe that member has moved 
on or is no longer active and this member is staying 
away not knowing that person is no longer there. 
We need to try and find out why our members are 
not paying or why they are no longer volunteering. 
If their answer is “I just need a break,” respect that 
and let them know you are always there when they 
are ready to come back. Do not berate or upset 
them for knowing they just need to take a step 
back. GENTLY remind them though, if they are an 
Annual Member, dues will still need to be paid or 
they will need to rejoin again. Sometimes this might 
push them to pay if it is not easy to get to those 
eligibility papers again.  

Let’s talk recruiting over the holidays!! We have had 
some great recruiting events over the summer and 
fall months as you will see below, but let’s talk 
about recruiting during the holidays.  
 

 Does your Auxiliary or local school hold a 
craft fair or holiday fair? Perfect place to set 
up your table to give out information! 
 

 Do you have VFW Members with eligible 
members that are not yet members? Put out 
a challenge to your VFW Members to bring 
in new members from their family holiday 
gatherings. Maybe offer a restaurant, 
Amazon, or a local store gift card as a prize 
for anyone who brings in the most eligible 
family members. 
 

 Does your town host a Holiday lights event 
or a holiday event? Pair up with your town 
to get your name out there.  

 
 Do you have someone 

interested but cannot 
afford it? Offer a 
Christmas or Holiday 
“Special” (we all love 
sales!) that if you join 
during December your 
dues are on the Auxiliary 
for this first year!  

We need to be creative and come up with new ideas 
– Unfortunately, the “old” way of getting members 
and recruiting is not working as well as it used to, 
and we need to come up with changed ways to get 
our Auxiliaries out there so people KNOW who we 
are.  

I hope you all have a fantastic 
holiday season, and I cannot 
wait to see how you integrate 
membership into the holidays! 

 

 

 

 



REPORTS 
COORDINATOR 

Susan Rolando 
 

  

 

 

We are fast approaching our December 31st goal of 

ALL Auxiliaries being 100% reported in ALL 

Programs.  If I were a betting person, I would bet 

that every Auxiliary has done something that can be 

reported - we just need to take that extra minute to 

fill out the report and get it sent in. If you need any 

help, contact the Department Program Chairmen.  

They are there to help you in any way possible. 

When you send in a report, all the number of 

projects, members, hours, miles, and dollars spent 

are compiled and sent to the VFW. They use this 

information to show what all the Auxiliaries do in 

the State of Illinois for our Veterans. This is 

especially helpful when the VFW is fighting for the 

rights of our Veterans on Capitol Hill.  By sending in 

your reports, we can show them that the 

Department of Illinois VFW Auxiliary is a 

powerhouse when it comes to supporting our 

Veterans and their families.  

I would like to 

acknowledge Auxiliary 

#1239 in the 10th District, 

Auxiliary #4226 in the 

13th District, and 

Auxiliary #2876 in the 17th District who are 100% 

reported in all Programs at the time of this writing.  

We have several other Auxiliaries who are very 

close.  However, there are still a lot of empty spaces 

on the X-Sheet; so please do not wait until the last 

minute, get those reports in now.  Report now and 

report often......report everything that your Auxiliary 

does when helping Veterans, their families, and our 

community. 

 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Laurie Sparwasser 

 

 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY AND PATRIOT’S PEN 

Essays should be in the Post/Auxiliary’s hands and 
judges ready. 
 

The entries need to be judged and sent to the 
District VFW VOD and Youth Activities Chairmen by 
November 15th.  Be sure the back of the application 
is complete and signed by the student, parent, or 
guardian, and VFW Post and Auxiliary chairmen. 
 

The total number of participants, number of 
winners, amount of awards, and any additional 
expenses must be filled in.  
 

Please have an award program for your Auxiliary 

and District winners. 

Remember to report all the information to me, too.  
 

YOUNG AMERICAN CREATIVE PATRIOTIC ART  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students can enter a 2-D and/or 3-D art project. 

There are separate awards for each of these 

categories. 

Entries are due to your Auxiliary by March 31, 2023 



When making your donations, remember the 

Department Patriotic Art Fund, the National 

Patriotic Art Fund, and the 3-D Patriotic Art Fund 

(this is the National President’s Special Project).  

Donations in any amount would be greatly 

appreciated so awards for this program can 

continue and, hopefully, increase the award 

amounts. 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP 

 
 
 
 
This scholarship is NOT for the general public.   
It is only for your members (of at least one year), 

their spouses, and children. 

There must be a financial need. 

An application and essay must be completed and 

sent to National by February 15, 2023. 

If you need help getting an application for the 

Patriotic Art or Continuing Education Scholarship, 

please let me know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laurie Sparwasser, Dept. of Illinois Scholarship 

Chairman, laujaue11@gmail.com, 618-593-4376 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
Barb Sweger 
 
 
PATRIOTISM THROUGH 
LITERACY helps to 
promote and support 
reading among the young 
with a simple, fun, and 
potentially free initiative. 
The program will introduce youth to historical 
figures as well as teach them about events that 
happened in our Nation’s history. The goal of 
Patriotism through Literacy is to foster a love of 
reading with the benefit of continuous learning. 
There is a list of suggested books by grade available 
under the Program & Publicity Resources at 
www.vfwauxiliary.org. If you do donate books to a 
youth program, make sure you download the “In 
Honor of Jane Reape” bookplate from Malta under 
the Member’s Resources/Youth Activities.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Red Bud Auxiliary #6632 President, Kathy Rowald, and 
“Buddy”® Poppy/VFW National Home for Children Chairman, 
Bronda Hubler, presented certificates of appreciation to 
local businesses for their continued support of the Auxiliary’s 
Poppy Drives. Good work! 

 

 

Metzger-Crook Auxiliary #6504 got 

into the Halloween spirit with a 

Poppy Skeleton and candy wrapped 

with Poppies. Both displays are for 

their Friday Fish Fry.  

 

YOUR AUXILIARY  

“AUXILIARY SPOTLIGHT”! 
 

Send photos and project information to the 

Department Chairman so 

OUTSTANDING Auxiliary Projects 

 can be chosen to spotlight! 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

             
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
  



  



 

 


