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By the time you read this message, the holidays have come and gone, and we are preparing for the last 
six months of the 2022-2023 VFW Auxiliary term. Each year we start out with a plan and set our goals. 
We put all of the players in place to carry us through the Auxiliary year. From our VFW Auxiliaries to 
Districts and District Officers and Chairmen to Department Officers and Chairmen, once the TEAM is 
assembled we work our programs and strive to achieve the goals sets by National as well as 
Department’s Awards for Districts, Auxiliaries, and individuals, too. Each year we work towards a GOAL. 
Whether it is 100% + in Membership or being 100% reported and 
participated in our programs, we need to continue to GROW as an 
organization and strive to do our best and attain the goal(s) set for us, as a 
member, an Auxiliary, a District, and a Department. Whether it be holding 
a joint fundraiser to raise funds for Unmet Needs, promoting suicide and 
mental health awareness, or working to grow your Auxiliary’s 
membership, have a plan and put it in motion to reach your goal.   
 
So many times, I hear “why do we have to do it by December 31st”? Here is 
my question to you … why not? All functioning Auxiliaries have already completed so many projects, and 
participated in programs and events … why not report it, NOW?  
 
Here is why the December 31st date is important in Membership. Our bylaws state: 
 
Sec. 104—Members in Good Standing 
● The membership year of the Auxiliary is from January 1 to December 31. 

• A member who has paid their dues to December 31 is in good standing. 

• A member ceases to be in good standing on January 1 immediately following the year for         
       which dues have been paid. 

• A member shall not again be in good standing until their dues have been paid for the 
current year. 

• Continuous membership begins again upon payment of dues. 

• Dues must be paid by June 30 to remain a continuous member. 

• Prior year’s dues may not be paid after July 1. 

• Any member who has not maintained continuous membership shall submit an application 
and be accepted in the same manner as a new member. 

o No admission fee shall be required. 

• Continuous membership begins again upon payment of dues. 

• Date of rejoin starts new continuous membership timeline. 
 
That is why we ask you to pay your dues by December 31st, so you remain a continuous member and are 
in good standing. The membership year is from January 1 through December 31st. The Auxiliary year 
begins on July 1 and ends on June 30.  
 
We ask Auxiliaries and/or Districts to report as you complete a program, project or event. Please report 
for your Auxiliary and/or District to receive the much deserved credit. By reporting, your GOAL is 
accomplished! Another thing to keep in mind is the importance of reporting when the VFW is on Capitol 

 



Hill fighting for rights and benefits of our Veterans, the numbers of hours, dollars and volunteers add up 
to a strong organization. Let’s make it count! 
 
Some thank yous are in order! So, pat yourself on the back, stand up and 
take a bow, listen to the  applause and most of all THANK YOU for all you 
are doing as a member and an Auxiliary.  
 
Thank you … for being a voice for Veterans, locally and on Capitol Hill; we 
are instrumental in assisting the VFW to pass or block legislation that 
impacts Veterans and their families. 
 
Thank you … for assembling and mailing care packages to active-duty troops. 
Thank you … for holding send-off and welcome-home events for troops. 
 
Thank you … for spreading the word about PTSD and military/Veteran suicide awareness.  
 
Thank you … for participating in Stand-Downs and assisting homeless Veterans. 
Visiting Veterans in VA hospitals, nursing homes and Veterans homes. 
 
Thank you … for offering youth scholarships and educating youth about the American Flag. 
 
Thank you … for spreading patriotism and educating our communities about America’s patriotic 
holidays. 
 
And, THANK YOU for helping to improve the lives of our nation’s Veterans!  
 


