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The term "Patriot" was first used regularly by Ben Franklin in the years leading up to the Revolutionary War, and came to 

refer to those colonial soldiers fighting against the British Army for their independence. Auxiliary members should 

consider themselves Patriots who are fighting for the health and well being of our Veterans and military personnel and 

for the patriotic ideals of our United States. Let's continue to keep "Our Boots On The Ground for Our Veterans" and 

finish this year as strong as we started. 

We have some important holidays and recognition days which can be observed by your 

organization. Participation in a ceremony, or honoring an individual for their service to 

their country on one of these days, would be a great way to show your patriotic spirit.   

K-9 Veterans Day is March 13th. On this day, K-9 breeders and handlers honor the 

service of their furry companions.   

Rosie The Riveter Day is March 21st. This day recognizes the part American women played in the United States victory 

in WWII.    

Medal of Honor Day is March 25th. The Medal of Honor Day was established by Congress to "foster public appreciation 

and recognition of Medal of Honor recipients." Each year on this day, living medal recipients lay a wreath at the Tomb of 

the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National Cemetery. The "unknowns" buried here are each Medal of Honor recipients.   

National Vietnam War Veterans Day is March 29th. This marks the anniversary of when combat forces departed South 

Vietnam in 1973. According to The Department of Veterans Affairs, there were 8.7 million Vietnam Era veterans, with 

3.4 million deployed. In 2017, legislation was signed to make this an official day. 

Gold Star Spouses Day is April 5th. This day is dedicated to those whose spouses sacrificed their lives while serving in 

the United States Armed Forces or died as a result of service-related disabilities after returning home. 

Department Americanism Coloring, Poster, & Essay Contests 
                                                                                                                  
The deadlines are approaching for the Department Americanism contests for children 
from 3 years old through 5th grade. Each of the following contest entry winners are due 
to the District Chairman by March 30th. District Chairman, get your winners sent to me 
by April 15th.   

1. The Coloring contest pictures: for ages 3, 4, 5 and all children through Kindergarten. 

2. The Poster contest: for children 1st through 3rd grades. "My Pledge of Allegiance to the United States Veteran" is    

  the theme.   

3. The Essay contest: for 4th and 5th grade students. This theme is also "My Pledge of Allegiance to the United States  

   Veteran." 

Be sure all entries are marked with the students name, age, school, and Auxiliary number. Please check the program 

guide for other rules.   

Thank you members for your dedication in promoting the many parts of the Americanism program. Our mission must 

continue as long as we have men and women who serve our country in the military. Please keep reporting your great 

work, too.   


