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YOUNG AMERICAN CREATIVE PATRIOTIC ART 

The applications and all forms needed for this contest are on my webpage on the Illinois VFW Auxiliary 

website or you can go to vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships.  There are separate forms for 2-D and 3-D art.  

Please be sure to use the right forms for the type of art being submitted.  This contest is for high school 

students in grades 9-12 and must be attending school in Illinois since Illinois Auxiliaries will be 

sponsoring them. The students must be a U.S. citizens or U.S. Nationals.  The student can be 

homeschooled and does not have to be related to a VFW or VFW Auxiliary member to participate. 

Foreign exchange students, students age 20 and older, GED and adult education students, or National 

winners of a previous Young American Creative Patriotic Art contest are NOT eligible.  

Please be sure the students have all the necessary information, so they know what is accepted and what 

is not. There is a helpful hints page that needs to be given to the schools/students for information on 

proper use of a flag, if they choose to use it in their art, matting do’s and don’ts, etc.  There is also a 

scoring sheet for the judges – a separate one for 2-D art and one for 3-D art.  The entry must be 

completed during the current school year.  

A parent/guardian and the student’s signature are required on the contest application.  The contest 

application must be completed and attached to the back of the entry.  A typed explanation of the entry 

in 250 words or less must also be included.  All entries must be sponsored by an Auxiliary.  Please be 

sure the Auxiliary Scholarship Chairman completes the contest entry form – it must have the Auxiliary 

number, signature, email address, and phone number filled in.  If it is not, I may not know where the art 

belongs, and I cannot forward on to National, if it is the first-place winner.  

The 2-D art must be on canvas or paper.  Students can use watercolor, pencil, pastel, 

charcoal, tempera, crayon, acrylic paint, ink, oil, marker or other media.  The two-

dimensional art should not be framed.  Canvas entries can be on a stretcher frame or 

canvas board. All other entries must be matted in white only. Reinforce the back 

with heavy paper.  Students can also use mounted and floating mats.  The art should 

be no smaller than 8” by 10” and no larger than 18” x 24”, not including the mat.  

3-D art is now judged separately from the 2-D art.  Students can use paper, papier-

mâché, pottery, metal work, fabric, wood, etc.  It cannot be larger than 18” in any 

direction and cannot weigh more than5 pounds.  

Digital art, photography and jewelry are not accepted.  

Please make sure the judges have all the information they need to judge the art and to know what is 

acceptable and what is not.  There is a separate scoring sheet for the judges on my webpage.   

All entries must be submitted to your Auxiliary by March 31st.  Illinois has no District judging so your first 

place winner must be mailed to reach me BY April 15th.  Every Auxiliary in the state can mail one winner 



for each type of art.  Please package the art so it will not be damaged en route.  If your Auxiliary has 

several entries and some Auxiliaries in your District may not have one, it would be to the student’s 

advantage to spread the entries to other Auxiliaries so they all have a chance to place at Department.  

Only the Department first place winner will advance to National.   

Department awards are $500 for first place, $200 for second place and $100 for third 

place for the 2-D and 3-D art.  This is the first year we will have separate awards for each 

type of art.    

The National award amounts for 2-D art are First place - $15,000, Second place - $7,500, 

Third place - $3,500, Fourth - Fifth place $1,500, Sixth - Seventh $1,000, and Eighth -

Thirteenth place - $500.  National award amounts for 3-D art are First place - $2,500, 

Second place - $1,000, and Third place - $500. 

The National President’s special project this year is the 3-D art program.  Funds contributed to National 

President Jane Reape’s special project will establish an escrow fund to provide 3-Dimensional Patriotic 

Art Contest scholarships to students in the years to come. If a student enters both contests in the same 

year, two entry forms must be completed (one for each contest). Visit vfwauxiliary.org/scholarships to 

find it.  If you have not yet done so, please consider sending in a donation to National for this fund.   

Be sure to report all you have done in all parts of the Scholarship Program.  Thank you for a great year.  

There are just a few Auxiliaries that need to complete reporting for Scholarship –  

Dist. 5, Aux 5040 for Continuing Education and Patriotic Art 

Dist. 9, Aux 4835 – all parts of ScholarshipDist. 18, Aux 6049 – all parts 

of Scholarship 

Aux. 9284 at Large – Continuing Education 

If there is anyone who can help these Auxiliaries get reported, I would appreciate the help.  The 

information can be emailed to me or give me a call.  

“Boots on the Ground for our Veterans” 

“Hands that Serve, Hearts that Care” 

 

 

 

 

 


