
 

 

 

  

The hospital program has been in existence for over 100 
years.  It is the oldest program in the VFW 
Auxiliary.  Since the pandemic, many things have 
changed.  Several of our VA facilities are still not allowing 
visitors or volunteers into the facilities.  Our goal has not 
changed.  We are still here to serve our Veterans and 
help them in any way we can.  We must get creative in 
finding ways to support and serve our Veterans.  

Many of the day-to-day needs of our Veterans can be met 
by a gift card.  It is important that the Volunteer Services 
Personnel have gift cards to the local businesses.  Work 
with the Auxiliaries within your District to make this a 
group effort.  Working together with other Auxiliaries, we 
can do so much more by “Banding Together for our 
Veterans”. 

 While we all try to provide for our Veterans on the 
“Special” holidays.  Our Hospital Ambassador would like 
to, as she says, “shake it up and celebrate the little-known 
special days of the year.”  Some examples are:  

January 19 is National Popcorn Day  

February 9 is National Pizza Day  

March 4 is National Hug a G.I. Day  

June 2 is National Doughnut Day  

July 16 is National Ice Cream Day  

December 4 is National Cookie Day  
 
 

Even if we are unable to get into our facilities, we can 
provide items for the staff to celebrate these quirky days 
with our Veterans.  Think ahead and work with businesses 
in your area to provide items for the Veterans.  Most 
businesses are happy to donate or discount items if they 
are aware that they are going to our Veterans.  Don’t 
forget the Doctors and staff at our facilities either.  Many 
of them are taking on additional tasks due to volunteers 
not being allowed into the facility.  
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Our Veterans generally must receive approval from the VA before receiving care 
from a community provider to avoid being billed for care.  Go to 
va.gov/communitycare/ to get answers to questions you may have.  Through the 
community care system, Veterans can utilize an in-network physician under the 
following systems or circumstances:  

 

General Community Care  

Urgent Care  

Emergency Care  

Foreign Medical Care  

Home Health and Hospice Care  

Indian/Tribal Health Services  

In Vitro Fertilization  

State Veterans Homes  

COVID and Flu Shots  
 
Were you aware that the VA has a YouTube Chanel?  They also have many 
apps for Apple and Android devices.  For more information refer to the VA App 
Store at mobile.va.gov/Appstore, 

 
Valentines for Veterans  
Show the love we have for our Veterans by planning for this 
week.  Make or purchase cards, provide treats or food, or 
plan a party.  Again, think outside the box and see what 
creative idea you can come up with. 
  

Women Veterans Health Care  
Women are the fastest-growing group within our Veteran 
population.  Women have been serving our nation in many 
ways for generations.  The VA is constantly updating the 
services for our Women Veterans and gearing more 
services tailored to their needs.  Contact your VA facility to 
see what items are needed for our Women Veterans.  This 
could be hygiene items, bath robes, and baby items (such 
as diapers and wipes).  
   
Honors Escort   
What better way to show respect for our Veterans in their final moments.  This 
program provides an opportunity for the Veteran’s family, friends, other Veterans, 
and staff to honor the Veteran for their service to our Nation.  Contact your local 
nursing home or assisted living facility to see what you can do to set this program 
up for the Veterans in their care.  
 
Volunteering  
Anyone can become a volunteer.  This includes 
members, non-members, youth, and families.  Do 
you like to sew, knit, or crochet?  You can make lap 



robes, wheelchair bags, hats, mittens, quilts, and many other items to donate to 
our Veterans.  Put your special talent to good use in providing these items to a 
VA facility or a local facility in your area.  If you have a few hours a week or 
month, you can become a volunteer.  Are you interested in becoming a VAVS 
rep or associate rep?  Look into the VAVS Participation Guide located in Malta 
Member Resources for more information.  
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DEPARTMENT AWARDS 

Auxiliary Awards  
 
1. A citation to each Auxiliary that participates in the Hospital Program by 

December 31, 2023.  

2. A citation to Auxiliaries donating to all 12 facilities the Department of Illinois 
sponsors.  Donations must be at least $1.00 to each facility.  

3. A citation to Auxiliaries making the required Hospital Pledge.  

4. A citation to every Auxiliary that provides outreach education about the 
Honors Escort Program.  Criteria and entry forms are (required) available at 
vfwauxiliary.org/resources.  Auxiliaries must send the entry form to the 
Department Hospital Chairman by March 31, 2024.  

5. A citation and a Sewing Pin to each Auxiliary member that makes handmade 
items for any VA Medical Center, Illinois Veterans Home, local hospital, or 
nursing home.  Report must be submitted on the Sewing Pin Hours Report 
Form by March 31, 2024.  

6. An award to the Auxiliary Chairman with the best promotion of the Hospital 
Program in an Auxiliary meeting.  Reports must be received by Department 
Chairman within 30 days of the meeting, but no later than April 15, 2024.  

  
District Awards  
 
1.  A citation to the District Chairman who identifies and submits applications to 

the Department for the Outstanding Hospital Volunteer of the Year Award by 
March 1, 2024.  
 

2. A citation to each District President who has 100% of his/her Auxiliaries in the 
District reported in the Hospital Program by December 31, 2023.  
 

3. An award to the District Chairman with the best promotion of the Hospital 
Program in a District meeting.  Report must be received by the Department 
Chairman within 30 days of the meeting, but no later than April 15, 2024.  

  
 
 
 



VAVS and Facility Representative Awards  
 
1.  An award and citation to VAVS, Deputy, Associate Representatives, and 

Representatives at Illinois Veterans Homes recruiting one or more regular 
volunteers by February 2024.  
 

2. An award, VFW Auxiliary Pin, and citation to VAVS, Deputy, Associate 
Representatives, and Representatives at Illinois Veterans Homes having 
volunteer hours as defined in the Hospital Program Guide (see Department 
website). 
 

3. An award and citation to the winner of the Outstanding Hospital Volunteer of 
the Year Award.  

 

NATIONAL AWARDS 

Awards for Members 

1. Citation to one VFW Auxiliary member in each of the 10 Program 

Divisions who recruits the most Hospital (VA and non-VA facilities) 

volunteers from July 1, 2023, to March 31, 2024. Entry form required and 

available on MALTA Member Resources. Citations to be mailed directly to 

winners after National Convention. 

 

2. "Hospital Volunteer Recruiter of the Year" plaque awarded to one Auxiliary 

member in the nation who recruits the most Hospital (VA and non-VA 

facilities) volunteers from July 1, 2023, to March 31, 2024. Entry form 

required and available in MALTA Member Resources.  Plaque to be 

mailed directly to winner after National Convention. 

 

3. Citation to the Outstanding Hospital Volunteer of the Year in each of the 

10 Program Divisions. Entry form required and available on MALTA 

Member Resources. Citations to be mailed directly to winners after 

National Convention. 

 

Awards for Auxiliaries 

1. Most outstanding activity and/or event that recognizes Veterans on non-

traditional holidays. 

 

• Citation to every Auxiliary that hosts an activity and/or event that 

recognized Veterans on non-traditional holidays. Entry form required 

and available in MALTA Member Resources. Auxiliaries must send the 

entry form to their Department Hospital Chairman by March 31, 2024, 

for judging. 

 



Citations will be mailed directly to participating Auxiliaries from National 

Headquarters. 

• Citation and $25 to one Auxiliary in each of the four Conferences that 

hosts the most outstanding activity and/or event recognizing Veterans 

on non-traditional holidays. 

 

Citations will be mailed directly to winning Auxiliaries from National 

Headquarters and money will be deposited into Auxiliary account after 

National Convention. 

 

                                                                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


